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Publish (in English) or Perish



What is lost when we publish exclusively in 
English?
• Research about local topics decreases (Larivière, 2018)

• Reduction of the diversity of perspectives on different topics (Suzina, 
2021)

• Researchers with English as an additional language spend more time 
writing papers, reading literature, drafting presentations (Amano et 
al., 2023)



Multilingualism in Scholarly Communication is Growing

Percentage of articles 

indexed in 

Dimensions by 

language (1990-
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(Pradier et al., 2026)



Multilingualism in Scholarly Communication is Growing

Over half of HSS 

researchers 

(12,600+) in 7 

European countries 

published in multiple 
languages between 
2013 and 2015.

(Kulczycki et al., 2020)





Monolingual Research Infrastructure



Multilingualism in Research Infrastructure



Translating the HSS Commons Interface



What is the HSS Commons?

An open online space where humanities and social sciences 
researchers and stakeholders can gather to share information and 

resources, make connections, and build community 

To sign up for a free account or learn more, please visit hsscommons.ca. 

https://hsscommons.ca/


Key Features
• Subject repository for OA resources (assigns DOIs, follows FAIR guidelines) 

• Ability to publish different kind of publications (articles, blog posts, reports, 
presentations, datasets, visualizations, etc.)

• Canadian servers / digital research infrastructure

• User profiles, with Single Sign-On through ORCID

• Research-sharing, communication, and management tools:

• E.g., interest groups, collections, blogs, discussion forums, member-to-member 
messaging, Q&As, site-wide calendar, and more

• Community-governed



Thank you!
Aitäh!

Please feel free to get in touch with any comments or questions:

For more information about the Canadian HSS Commons, 
or to create a free account, check out hsscommons.ca. 

Alan Colin-Arce
alancolinarce@uvic.ca

https://hsscommons.ca/


References
• Amano, T., Ramírez-Castañeda, V., Berdejo-Espinola, V., Borokini, I., Chowdhury, S., Golivets, M., González-Trujillo, J. D., Montaño-

Centellas, F., Paudel, K., White, R. L., & Veríssimo, D. (2023). The manifold costs of being a non-native English speaker in science. PLOS 
Biology, 21(7), e3002184. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.3002184

• Kulczycki, E., Guns, R., Pölönen, J., Engels, T. C. E., Rozkosz, E. A., Zuccala, A. A., Bruun, K., Eskola, O., Starčič, A. I., Petr, M., & Sivertsen, G. 
(2020). Multilingual publishing in the social sciences and humanities: A seven-country European study. Journal of the Association for 
Information Science and Technology, 71(11), 1371–1385. https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24336

• Larivière, V. (2018). Le français, langue seconde ? De l’évolution des lieux et langues de publication des chercheurs au Québec, en France 
et en Allemagne. Recherches sociographiques, 59(3), 339–363. https://doi.org/10.7202/1058718ar

• Pradier, C. et al. (2026). How multilingual is scholarly communication? Mapping the global distribution of languages in publications and 
citations. Journal of the Association for Information Science and Technology, 77(5), 699–713. https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.70055

• Suzina, A. C. (2021). English as lingua franca. Or the sterilisation of scientific work. Media, Culture & Society, 43(1), 171–
179. https://doi.org/10.1177/0163443720957906

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.3002184
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24336
https://doi.org/10.7202/1058718ar
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.70055
https://doi.org/10.1177/0163443720957906

	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Publish (in English) or Perish
	Slide 3: What is lost when we publish exclusively in English?
	Slide 4: Multilingualism in Scholarly Communication is Growing
	Slide 5: Multilingualism in Scholarly Communication is Growing
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Multilingualism in Research Infrastructure
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: What is the HSS Commons?
	Slide 11: Key Features
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: References

