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Teachers' beliefs are implicit assumptions 
about students, learning, classroom, and the 
subject matter to be taught1, learning how 
to teach and the teacher's role2, which 
affect student teachers' learning. 

Metaphors frame and define our 
experiences as a way of making meaning and 
these metaphors are claimed to contain 
ideas that reflect our core beliefs3. 

WHICH METAPHORS DO STUDENT TEACHERS USE TO EXPRESS THEIR 
BELIEFS ABOUT THE TEACHER'S ROLE?

193 first year student teachers were asked to complete the 
statement "A teacher is like..." by providing a metaphor and then 
elaborating on it. 
The data was analysed following the model by Lofstrom, Poom-Valickis and 
Hannula4, which has been inspired by the teacher knowledge-base model 
of Beijaard, Verloop and Vermunt5.
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The findings from this study illuminate 
the large variation in teacher role and 
can be used to support the students 
in their professional development.

Subject specialist: a wise provider of 
knowledge and skills. 

Pedagogue: raising future citizens, 
solving children's problems and being a 
role model.

Didactics expert: a supporting and 
guiding role in learning and also in cre-
ating the learning environment and 
synergy.

Self- referential metaphors: teacher's 
personality, several negative meta-
phors.

Contextual metaphors: teacher's work 
environment, several negative meta-
phors.

Hybrids showed more broadened views 
about the teacher's role.
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