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Morphological overgeneralizations entail situations in which a nonstandard form is produced due 

to the speaker applying a rule to an instance with which it is not conventionally used. Children are 

among the most widely discussed overgeneralizers, often producing forms such as *toosin sulle 

mõmmi (~ tõin sulle mõmmi ‘I brought you a teddy bear’). This phenomenon of using nonstandard 

stems or morphological formatives is widely assumed to recede from speech production during 

childhood, with uniform use of standard forms being expected by adulthood (Clark 2009, Blything 

et al 2014).  

However, this does not seem to be the case. Adults seem to incorporate overgeneralizations of 

similar types in their speech, with corpora showcasing instances such as näen tänaval kasse ja 

*koere (~ koeri/koerasid, ‘I see cats and dogs in the street’). While very little existing research 

investigates this phenomenon, speakers’ occasional divergence from language norms is evident 

from the fact that in Estonian a wide range of resources exist for adult speakers with the aim of 

preventing such use instances (implicating the existence of non-standard production as grounds 

for these resources), which even include a phone hotline (Keelenõuanne, Eesti keele instituut). 

From the perspective of analogy-based (Eddington 2000, Blevins 2016) and schema-based 

(Langacker 2000) usage accounts, such nonstandard use instances are not only easily explained 

but also expected. This further emphasizes the gap in terms of how little is known about the extent 

and internal motivators behind adult non-standard language use. We know that semantic 

compatibility facilitates the degree to which speakers are tolerant towards non-standard uses, 

meaning they do not perceive everything deemed incorrect by the language standard as equally 

incorrect (Ambridge et al 2008). We also know that when asked to produce forms for nonce words, 

speakers are affected by related frequency values, as well as formative productivity and 

phonological neighbourhood sizes (the number of similar lexemes in their inventory, Dąbrowska 

2008).  



Present research is based on a dataset of almost 1,000 nonstandard nominal and pronominal 

inflection forms in the Estonian National Corpus 2021 (2.4 billion tokens, Koppel & Kallas 2022). 

We focus on the proportion with which a nonstandard instance is used compared to its standard 

counterpart (e.g., the percentage which *koere makes up of all uses in that nominal cell, also 

including koeri and koerasid in ‘dogs.PAR.PL’). We investigate which morphological, 

distributional, and lexical factors affect this proportion, essentially leading to more frequent 

nonstandard inflectional uses.  
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