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In etymological studies of Saami and Finnic languages, early loanwords and other old elements 

of the lexicon have for long been objects of active and intensive study. As a result, a quite clear 

overall picture has emerged of layering and chronology of vocabulary in these two mutually 

fairly close branches of Uralic. Even so, much work remains to be done on details, as well as 

on integrating the various results into a comprehensive account of prehistoric language contact 

at the western end of the Uralic language family. 

 

The aim of this symposium is to discuss the relationships of prehistoric Saami and Finnic 

languages both with each other and with neighbouring languages in light of lexical evidence. 

The main topics are the prehistoric language contacts involving Saami and Finnic languages in 

the area stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Arctic Ocean; this includes mutual contacts 

between the two branches, as well as their contacts with neighbouring Germanic, Baltic and 

Slavic languages and extinct languages of unknown genetic affiliation. In addition, the 

symposium will also discuss shared patterns of word-formation in Saami and Finnic, which 

likewise clarify the relationship between the two branches and help to assess the possibility of 

reconstructing a distinct ‘Finno-Saamic’ intermediate proto-language. 

 

Studies on the Germanic and Baltic loanwords in Saami and Finnic also shed light on the 

prehistory of the source languages themselves. For example, Aikio (2020) has presented 

etymological evidence suggesting that Saami languages were once in contact with prehistoric 

North Germanic languages which seem not to have been direct ancestors of attested Nordic 

languages, but instead their sister languages or dialects which have subsequently gone extinct. 

The topic calls for further study. Presentations from scholars working on Baltic or Germanic 

(and, especially, North Germanic) etymology are thus also warmly welcomed in the 

symposium. 

 

Especially in the study of Germanic loanwords, there have rarely been any systematic attempts 

to identify the source forms of loanwords – i.e., to solve which actual inflected forms have 



served as sources of borrowing. It appears, however, that general patterns regarding source 

forms can provide very useful criteria for the dating and stratification of borrowings, and further 

research on the topic is therefore highly needed. 

 

During recent years a much more detailed picture regarding the dating and stratification of 

loanwords in Saami and Finnic has started to emerge. These results allow more reliable 

reconstructions of the context of borrowing, and thus create possibilities for new comparisons 

and correlations between linguistic and archaeological findings. Therefore, presentations 

dealing with the archaeological interpretation of etymological results are also most welcome. 
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