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Pite Saami is a critically endangered Uralic language spoken by a handful of individuals
from Arjeplog municipality in Sweden and adjacent areas of Norway. Over the last 15
years, | have been compiling an annotated documentation corpus using the ELAN
annotation software (Sloetjes & Wittenburg 2008). The corpus is clearly “opportunistic” in
the variety of genres, modes and dates of the contents. Although it predominantly
consists of my own multimedia recordings (both elicited and spontaneous speech) of
arguably the last generations of native speakers, it also includes random older archived
recordings (up to 100 years old), heritage transcribed texts dating back to 1893, as well
as very recent contemporary media arising from on-going revitalization efforts, including
television, radio and children’s literature; with these diverse Pite Saami texts in mind, the
corpus covers the “distant” past, the present state of the language, and should be set to
incorporate future developments of Pite Saami. Automatic lemmatization and glossing of
the corpus (e.g., Gerstenberger et al. 2017) is even supported using Natural Language
Processing pipelines developed in collaboration with colleagues involved in endangered
language documentation and with Giellatekno at UiT in Tromsg.

In this talk, | will present a brief overview of the creation of the Pite Saami
documentation corpus, including how | have attempted to incorporate all of these
various texts (from heritage texts up to contemporary media), especially concerning
technical, ethical and legal aspects. | will pay special attention to the CARE principles

for indigenous data governance (as proposed by Carroll et al. 2021),1 and provide an
analysis of the extent to which these both should and can realistically be
implemented for Pite Saami as a minor and a critically endangered Uralic language.
While the Scandinavian political context which frames the Pite Saami situation is dif-
ferent to those of most other minority Uralic languages, this analysis will hopefully
con-tribute to the discussion of CARE as a viable framework for minor Uralic
languages in general, and especially concerning corpus building.

1Inspired by the FAIR data principles (Wilkinson et al. 2016), CARE stipulates that using indigenous data

requires supporting the indigenous community, reflecting its values and ethics, and actively involving the
community in determining how the data is used.
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