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Abstract

Beyond Boundaries: A Cross-Border Perspective on Finno-Ugric Studies

Finno-Ugric studies originated with the historical-comparative method, which aimed to prove
the kinship of Finno-Ugric languages. As Professor Jussi Ylikoski (2023) notes, the goals and
objectives of Finno-Ugric studies have largely remained the same to this day. Thanks to
researchers from prominent Finno-Ugric research centres in Finland, Hungary, Estonia,
Germany, and Austria, Finno-Ugric languages are now well-documented and represented in
typological and other linguistic studies worldwide. Specializing in Finno-Ugric languages can
lead to a promising academic career, with opportunities for substantial research grants.
However, the situation for native speakers and the use of these languages is worsening by the
day, with the number of speakers rapidly declining (Prozes 2022, Lallukka forthcoming).
Cooperation with native researchers and speakers has gradually decreased since the early
2000s and came to a complete halt in 2022 with Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

In this paper, | aim to answer the question: what can Finno-Ugric studies do to improve the
situation of Finno-Ugric languages in Russia? One important approach is to amplify the voices
of native speakers, for example, by actively involving them in the research process and through
the study of personal experiences. Despite isolation, many native speakers of Finno-Ugric
languages, including highly educated and qualified individuals, live in Europe and worldwide
today.

Another important aspect is the adoption by scholars of Finno-Ugric languages of indigenous
research methodologies and ethical principles when studying Finno-Ugric peoples and
languages. These principles include conducting collaborative research projects where native
speakers have equal status as research participants, clearly articulating the researcher’s
positionality, approaching studied communities with respect and responsibility, and providing
feedback about the research to the language community (Smith 1999, Kovach 2009). These

methodologies have already been successfully applied in Sami studies (Porsanger & Seurujarvi



2021, Virtanen, Keskitalo & Olsen 2021) and could serve as a valuable model for studying other

Finno-Ugric languages.
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