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My talk is about the Leichoudes brothers, Ioannikios (1633–1717) and Sophronios (1653–1730), two Greeks from Kephallenia, who were the outstanding didaskaloi, religious writers and enlighteners.  They were educated at Padua University then came to Moscow on the recommendation of Dositheos II, the Patriarch of Jerusalem. From 1685–1687 in Moscow, they set up the first higher education establishment in Russia, called the Slavic-Greek-Latin Academy, where they taught Greek and Latin writing and the septem artes liberales. They collaborated on numerous textbooks for the Academy and then for the Novgorod Theological Seminaria. The manuscripts of their textbooks have been well preserved. In the manuscript of their textbook “Poetica”, there are a few poems composed by the Leichoudes brothers in Humanistic Greek and kept as examples of elegiac couplets and iambic trimeter (RSL, F. 173 (MTA), 331, l. 84v; ll. 85-85v). I am going to discuss two of them: “An Epigram to our quietest and crowned by God Tsar Peter Alexeevich, autocrat of Moscow and all Great, Small and White Rus” (1686 ?) and “About the war which Agarenes fought against the Germans” (1683 ?).

 

