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What we teach

Textile history through:

• Practical knowledge about 
textile techniques

• Practices and methods of 
documentation

• Object based 
perspectives

• Material Culture 
Methodology



Assignment: Identify lace 
techniques

Task: 
• Identify how two laces were 

made.
• Describe the basis behind 

your interpetation

Aim: 
• Practice analysing and 

describing textile structures

• Apply knowledge from 
lectures and litterature

Bobbin lace?
Crochet?
Knitting?
Netting?
Macrame?
Sprang?
Tatting?



Sprang

Parallell braiding with stationary parts



Sprang hairnet, female bronze age grave, 
Borum Eshøj, Denmark, ca 1300 BC

Schematic sketch by  
Margarete Hald









Successful assignment?
Student perspective

• ”I recognized the techniques 
and could say what 
distinguish them very easily” 

• ”It was also useful to know 
some of the terminology,  for 
example for knitting”

• I learnt a lot by discussing 
with my peers. But of course 
it would have been easier if 
we got to try all the 
techniques”



Successful assignment?
Teacher perspective

Problem areas:

• Ability to recognize

• Ability to describe
– Terminology

• Tacit knowledge becomes 
silent knowledge

• How much time did the 
students use?



Points of further discussion

• Is practical understanding of how 
to perform a technique important?
– For recognizing it
– For describing it

• What do the students need?
vs

• What can we give them within a 
very limited time?

• What is your experience with this 
dilemma?
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