VISIONS OF EMPIRE: Questions for sessions
SESSION I. Visions of Empire

Answer the following questions:

Morris. Pax Britannica. The Climax of an Empire

The Heirs of Rome
Discuss Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee of 1897 as a celebration of imperial magnificence.

Discuss the impulses that had been instrumental in building Victoria’s empire.

Discuss the perceived threats to the empire from rival powers in 1897.
Palm and Pine

Discuss the hotchpotch nature of the imperial territorial acquisitions.

Discuss the indirect imperial influence on territories not within the empire.

Life-lines

Discuss the network of imperial shipping lanes as holding the empire together.

Discuss the imperial lines of communication as an instrument of imperial security.

Discuss the imperial mail services as a means of holding the empire together.

Discuss the imperial cable network as an instrument of imperial security.

Imperial Order

Discuss the role of the Crown in the imperial hierarchy.

Discuss the role of the Imperial Parliament at Westminster in running the empire.

Discuss the role played by the Colonial Office and the India Office in the running of empire.

Discuss the profile of a typical empire builder and the criteria for his selection.

Discuss the rule of law in the empire.

SESSION II. Visions of Empire

Answer the following questions:

Morris. Heaven’s Command
A Charming Invention.
What was the British East India Company style of government like in India before Queen Victoria’s accession?

What were the factors that had brought Britain to the verge of what would be the colossal Victorian boom?
High and Holy Work
What kind of influence did the British evangelical movement have on empire in the first half of the 19th century?

The Imperial Style
What kind of imperial idea lay at the heart of the neo-classically elegant Calcutta, the City of Palaces, of the early 19th century?

What kind of imperial sentiment was expressed by the hill-stations later in the century?

Morris. Pax Britannica

Stones of Empire
What were the typical characteristics of the Englishman’s house of God in the imperial outposts?

What was the empire builder’s residences like?

What were the imperial public buildings like?

What were the imperial cities like?

What were the imperial waterfronts like?

What were the imperial gardens like?

Morris. Stones of Empire. The Buildings of the Raj

Introductory

What made India the Jewel in Crown of the British Empire?

How did time and distance affect the arts and styles in India?

How did the dictates of the alien climate alter European styles in India?

How were building materials adapted for use in India?

Why did so much of architecture in India look amateurish?

Why was classicism such a favoured architectural option in India?

What caused the Gothic turn in Indian imperial architecture?

What was the ideological message of the ’Indo-Saracenic’ style?

Why is British imperial architecture in India so stand-offish?

SESSION III. Visions of Empire
Answer the following questions:

Davies. Splendours of the Raj

Imperial myths

What was the modernist reaction to imperial architecture throughout most of the 20th century?
What imperial purposes did the adoption of neoclassicism in Madras and Calcutta serve?

Why does Davies think imperial Gothic a more suitable option for India?

Two tombs
What were the first factories like architecturally?
Why did Job Charnock found Calcutta where he did?

Madras
What key features of British imperial architecture were first developed in Madras?

Calcutta
What were Calcutta’s contributions to the evolving imperial style?

Cantonment and residency
What is a cantonment and what were the principles of its erection?

What were the principal concerns when laying out Barrackpore, the summer residence of the Governor-General?

What is Gola and what purpose did it serve?

Who was Claude Martin and what is Constantia?

Who was James Kirkpatrick and what did his Hyderabad Residency building express?

Morris. Stones of Empire
Domestic
How did the British cope with the excesses of climate in their domestic arrangements?

What was the bungalow like?

What was the veranda for?

What were the functions of the Club? (See here also Consolations below)

What is a gymkhana?

What were the great Anglo-Indian palaces like, both official and private?

Morris. Pax Britannica

Consolations

What sports found favour in the British Empire?

What were imperial luxury hotels like?
SESSION IV. Visions of Empire
Answer the following questions:

Morris. Pax Britannica 
Proconsuls

What kind of town was Simla as the Summer Capital of British India?

How big territorially was the influence of the Viceroy of India?

What were his powers like?

How were districts administered?

How did the Native States fit into the British scheme of things in India?

What was the Great Game with Russia about?

Davies. Splendours of the Raj

Bungalows and Hill Stations
Trace the evolution of the bungalow.

How did the application of corrugated iron revolutionize colonial architecture?

How did Simla come into being?

What kind of edifice is the Viceregal Lodge in Simla?

What features are peculiar to Simla’s architecture?

How did Ootacamund come into being as the summer social centre of Southern India?

What is its character like?
Crosette. The Great Hill Stations of Asia
How It All Began
What health hazards, then and now, were meant to be alleviated by hill stations?

What were the benefits of a boarding school in the hills?

What has contributed to the recent revival of hill stations?

In what contraptions did Europeans make their journey into the hills before railways?

What is the modern journey like?

How was social hierarchy expressed in Simla?

What state was Mussoorie in when the author visited it?
SESSION V. Visions of Empire
Answer the following questions:

Morris. Heaven’s Command
Roots into Their Soil

What is Thuggee?

How was it destroyed by the British?

What was the East India Company style of government before the British evangelical impulse reached India?

How did the evangelical approach to the government of India change the relationship between the governors and the governed?

How did the relations between the races change with the arrival of the Englishwoman in India?

What was the Company’s policy as regards Christian missions and when did it change? 

How was India viewed through evangelical eyes?

Laws of War

What kind of army was the British Army proper?

What kind of army was the East India Company’s Army?

What role was played by Afganistan in the Great Game?

What factors contributed to the terrible defeat of the British garrison in Kabul?

The Epic of the Race

What  kind of man was the last Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar II and what kind of court did he keep?

What were the causes of the Mutiny of 1857?

What kind of emblems did Cawnpore and Lucknow become for the British?

What kind of impact did the Mutiny have on British attitudes in India?

Davies. Splendours of the Raj

The Devil’s Wind

How were the British dead commemorated after the Mutiny?

Bombay: Urbs Prima in Indis
What kind of colonial outpost was Bombay in the 18th century?

What factors contributed to its sudden boom in mid 19th century?

What is Sir Henry Bartle Edward Frere’s contribution to Bombay?

Why was southern Gothic deemed especially suitable for oriental settings?
How did cast iron revolutionize imperial architecture?

How waas the Gothic splendour of Bombay viewed by the modernists?

SESSION VI. Visions of Empire

Answer the following questions:

Koch. Mughal Architecture
Who were the Mughals?

What achievements are associated with Emperor Babur?

What achievements are associated with Emperor Humayun?

Why is Emperor Akbar called ‘the Great’?

What characterised the rule of Emperor Jahangir?

What were the contradictions of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign?

Why did the Mughal empire decline starting with the reign of Aurangzib?

How did the Mughal emperors saw themselves vis-à-vis their subjects?

What were their cultural pursuits like?

When building in India, very broadly, what influences did the Mughals allow to enrich their own Transoxanian building style?

What characterises the architectural syncretism of Emperor Akbar?

What characterises the highly decorative style of Emperor Jahangir?

What are the chief characteristics of Mughal gardens?

What were the architectural innovations during Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign?

What is characteristic of the later Mughal style?

SESSION VII. Visions of Empire.

Answer the following questions:

Morris. Pax Britannica 

Caste

What were the causes of British racialism in the Empire?

Why were the British so contemptuous of the natives?

What was the empire builders’ attitude to Anglicized natives?

What was the British attitude to indigenous cultures?

Why did the racial barriers arise and what perpetuated them?

Whom, and for what reason, did the British empire builders admire among their subjects?

Cannadine. Ornamentalism 

Prologue

What does Cannadine mean when he speaks about the hierarchical principle that underlay the Britons’ perception of the empire?

Precursors

What kind of ‘indirect rule’ were the Britons accustomed to at home?
What kind of ideas were behind the anti-hierarchical and pro-hierarchical views on society in the dominions and colonies?

What was the British reaction to the 13 colonies on the Atlantic seaboard choosing democracy over hierarchy?

How did the British view the caste system in India?

How was the pan-British, pan-imperial elite created through the honours system?

Dominions
In what sense were the four settlement dominions ‘white men’s countries’?

How was the British hierarchical society, especially its upper layers, replicated in the colonies?

India

Why did the British choose to accentuate caste and the village community in their dealings with the natives of the subcontinent?

What was the view taken by the British after the Mutiny concerning the native rulers of India who had not yet been suppressed?

How were they nurtured and cultivated and what did they do for the Raj in turn?

Colonies
How did ‘indirect’ rule through indigenous rulers operate in the rest of the empire?

Mandates
How did the hierarchical impulse manifest itself in the mandated territories?
SESSION VIII. Visions of Empire

Answer the following questions:

Cannadine. Ornamentalism

Monarchs

In what ways was the British monarchy reinvented and enhanced in the service of the imperial idea?

How was the omnipresence of the Crown ensured in the dominions and colonies?

What ceremonies and rituals were used to popularize the idea of King and Country?

Perspectives

Why was the British Empire in its ethos traditional, hierarchical and so-to-say village-based?

What dangers were deemed to be inherent in democracy, meritocracy and egalitarianism?

What does Cannadine mean when he speaks about British imperialism as ornamentalism?

How were race relations perceived in the empire?

What was the metropolitan attitude towards the dominions and colonies like?

Why was the imperial ethos frequently anti-capitalist?

Why was the empire frequently written off as a ’Tory racket’?

Limitations

Did the British succeed in replicating the domestic social hierarchy abroad?

What factors worked against the transplantation of the British social system in the dominions and colonies?

In what ways did the British dismiss criticism of their empire coming from native intellectuals?

What was frequently the reputation in their home countries of those princes and dignitaries through whom the British exercised indirect rule?

What subtle tactics did those same dignitaries and potentates use to undermine British power?

Why did the honours system ultimately fail to hold the empire together?

Dissolution

Why did the ornamental empire collapse so quickly?

How did the British treat their former allies when they were on the retreat?

What, if anything, has remained of the former imperial system?

Davies. Splendours of the Raj

Saracenic dreams
What is the Hindu/Indo-Saracenic style?

What two schools of thought were involved in defining it?

How did the native princes respond to the novel imperial style?

What was the Victorian Memorial meant to represent?

SESSION IX. Visions of Empire.

Answer the following questions:

Morris. Farewell the Trumpets

Two Grandees

What characteristics, both typical and untypical, make Curzon’s Viceregal years so poignantly iconic?

A Late Aggression

In what ways had the spirit of empire waned by the time of Younghusband’s venture into Tibet?

Davies. Splendours of the Raj
New Delhi: The Rome of Hindostan
How did the British react architecturally to the insecurity of tis Northern Frontier?

Why did the British decide to shift their Indian capital from Calcutta to New Delhi?
What considerations determined the choice of its location? 

How does the layout reflect the gradations of the imperial hierarchy?

What were the architectural suggestions offered for encapsulating the imperial idea?

How does Lutyens’ Viceroy’s House achieve the synthesis of East and West?

In what ways does the Durbar Hall express the fusion of Britain and India?

Where is the fatal flaw in the design of King’s Way?

What is the symbolism behind the design of the All India War Memorial Arch and the King George V Memorial?

Architectural Reflections
What kind of influence, if any, has India exerted on English architecture?

What is the state of British imperial buildings in India today?

SESSION X. Visions of Empire
Answer the following questions:

Morris. Pax Britannica 

Imperial Effects

What kind of impact did Empire have on the fabric of everyday life in Britain?

Why was the notion mistaken that Empire was the principal source of British wealth?

Vanity Fair 

A Tale of Two Londons
What kind of British Empire exists today under the aegis of the City of London?
Who is this empire trading with?

How do they make their profit?

How is this latest venture of British entrepreneurship changing the face of London?
