
ODE TO LIBERTY
And, like unfolded flowers beneath the sea,

Like the man's thought dark in the infant's brain,
Like aught that is which ĪvĪaps what is to be,

Art's deathless dreams lay veiled by many a vein
of Parian stone; and, yet a speechle55 ghilį,

Verse murmured, and Philosophy did strain
Her ļidless" eyes for thee; when o'er the Aegean

main

v
Athens z ose: a city such as vision

Builds from the purpĮe crags and silver towers
Of battlemented cloud, as in derision

Of kingliest masonry: the ocean-floors
Pave it; the evening sky pavilions it:

Its portals are inhabited
By thunder-zonėd winds, each head

Within its cloudy wings with sun-fire garlanded-
A divine work! Athens, diviner yet,

Gleamed with its crest of columns, on the will
of man, as oĪl a mount of diamond, set;

For thou wert, and thine all-creative skill
Peopled, with forms that mock" the eternal dead

fn marble immortality, that hill"
Which was th.ine earliest throne and latest oracle.

VI

Within the surface of Time's fleeting river
Its wrinkled image lies, as then it lay

Tmrnovably unquiet, and forever
It trembles, but it cannot pass away!

llhe voices of thy bards and sages thunder
With an earth-awakening blast
Through the caverns of the past:

(Religion veils her eyes; Oppression shrinks aghast:)
.Ą. wingėd sound of joy, and love, and wonder,

60 trtdless because on the watch for reality. 73 mock counterfeiį
74 hill the Acropolis.\\
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Which soars where Expectation never flew,

Rending the veil of space and time asunder!
One ocean feeds the clouds, and streants, and

dew;
One Sun illumines Heaven; one Spirit vast

With life and love makes chaos ever new,
As Athens doth the worļd with thy deliģt Īenew.

vII

Then Rome was, and from thy deep bosom fairest,
Like a woļf-cub from a Cadmaeįn Maenad,o

She drew the milk of greatness, thouģ thy dearest
From that Elysian food was yet unweanėd;

And many a deed of terrible uprightness
By thy sweet,love was sanctified;
And in thy smile, and by thy side,

Saintly Camillus" lived, and firm Atilius. died.
But when tears stained thy robe of vestal whiteness,

And gold profaned thy Capitolian throne,
Thou didst desert, with spirit_wingėd lightness,

The senate of the tyrants: they sunk prone
Slaves of one tyrant: Palatinuso sighed

Faint echoes of lonian song; that tone
Thou didst delay to hear, lamenting to disown.

VIil
From what Hyrcaniano glen or frozen hill,
_ Or piny promontory of the Arctic main,
Or utmost islet inaccessible,

Didst thou lament the ruin of thy reign,
Teaching the woods and waves, and desert rocks,

And every Naiad's ice-cold urn,
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ODE TO LIBERTY
To talk in echoes sad and stern

of that subļimest lore which man had dared unļearn?
For neither dįdst thou watch the wizard flocks

Of the Scald's dreams, nor haunt the Druid's
sleep.

What if the tears rained through thy shattered locks
Were quickly dried? for thou didst groan, not

weep,
When from its sea of death, to kili and burn,

The Galiļean serpent forth did creep,
And made thy world an undistinguishable heap.

IX

A thousand years the Earth cried, "Where art thou?"
And then the shadow of thy coming fell

On Saxon Alfred's olive-cinctured brow:
And many a warrior-peopled citadęl.

Like rocks which fire lifts out of the flat deep, r2s

Arose in sacred ltaly,
Frowning o'er the tempestuous sea

Of kings, and priests, and slaves, in tower-crowned
majesty;

That multitudinous anarchy did sweep
And burst around their walis, like idle foam, 130

Whilst from the human spirit's deepest deep
Strange melody with love and awe struck dumb

Dissonant arms; and Art, which cannot die,
With divine wand traced on our earthly home
Fit imagery to pave Heaven's everlasting dome. 13s

X
Thou huntress swifter than the Moon! thou terror

of the world's woļves! thou bearer of the quiver,
Whose sunlike shafts pierce tempest-wingėd Error,

As light may pierce the clouds when they dissever
In the caĮm regions of the orient day! 140

Luther caught thy awakening glance;
Like lightning, from his leaden Įanco
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Reflected, it dissoļved the visions of the trance

fn which, as in-a tomb, the nations lay;
And England's prophets hailed th e as their

queen,
In songs whose music cannot pass away,

Though it must flow foreve-r: not unseen
Before the spirit-siģted countenance

of Milton didst thou pass, from the sad SceĪre
Beyond whose night he saw, with a dejected mien.

XI

The eager hours and unreluctant years
As on a dawn-iĮumined mountāin stood,

Trampling to silence their loud hopes and fears,
larkening each other with their muļtitude,

And cried aloud, "Liberty!" Indignation
Answered Pity from her cave;
Death grew pale within the grave,

And Desoļation howled to the destroyer, Save!
When like Heaven's Sun grrt by the exhatation
_- Of its own glorious light, thou didst arise,
Chasing thy foes from nation unto nation

Like shado\rys: as if day had cloven the skies
At- dreaming midnight o'er the western wave,o

Men started, staggering with a glad surprise,
Under the lightnings of thine unfamiliar-eyes.

XII

Thou Heaven of earth! what spells could pall thee
then

fn ominous eclipse? a thousand years
Bred from the slime of deep Oppression's den,

- 
Dy9d all thy liquid light with bļood and tears,

Till thy_sweet stars could weep the stain away;'
How like Bacchanals of blood
Round France,,the ģastly vintage, stood

t62-63 as if . . . wave the American Revolution.
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oDE To LĪBERTY
Destruction's sceptered slaves, and Folly,s mitered

brood!
When one, like th9m, but mightier far than they,

The Anarch" of thine own bewildered powerĮ,
Rose: armies mingled in obscure aĪĪay,

Like clouds with clouds, darkening the sacred
bowers

Of serene Heaven. He, by the past pursued,
Rests with those dead, but unforgotten hours,
Whose ghosts scare victor kings in their ancestral

towers.

XilI
England yet sleeps: was she not caļled of old?

Spain calls her no\f, as with its thriĮing thunder
Vesuvius wakens Aetna, and the cold

Snow-crags by its reply are cloven in sunder;
O'er the lit waves every Aeolian isle

From Pithecusao to Peloruso
IIowls, and leaps, and glares in chorus:

They cry, "Be dim; ye lamps of Heaven suspended
o'er us!"

Her chains are threads of gold, she need but smile
Arrd they dissolve; but Spain's were links of steel,

Tilt bit to dust by virtue's keenest file.
Twins of a single destiny! appeal

To the eternal years enthroned before us
In the dim West;o impress us from a seal,
Ati ye have thought and done! Tirne cannot dare

conceal.

XĪv
Tomb of Arminiuslo render up thy dead

Till, like a standard from a watch-tower's staff,

J]5 Ąnargh Napoleon. 186 Pithecusa the island of Ischia, nearNaples; Pelorus a cape in Sicily. 194dim l{eģ Americ"'. jī6
Arminius He liberatec the Germans from the Roman leģons oi
Varus in 9. l.p.
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His soul.may stream over the tyrant,s head;

Thy victory shall be his epitāph'
Wild Bacchanal of truth's m-ysteiious wine,

King-deĮuded Germany,
His dead spirit lives in thee.

Why do _we fear or hope? thou art already free!
And thou, lost Paradise of this divine-
_And glorious world! thou flowery wilderness!
Thou island of eternity! thou shri e

Where Desolation, clothed with loveliness,
\M'orships 4" Fi"g thou wert! O ltaly,

Ģ-ath-er thy btood into thy heart; repress
The beasts who make their dens thy iacred palaces.

XV
Oh, that the free would stamp the impious name

of KING into the dust! or write iį there,
So that this blot upon the page of fame
_ Were as-a -serPent's path, which the liģt air
Erases, and the flat sands close behind! -

Ye the oracle have heard:
Lift the victory-flasĻing sword,

A1į"}ļ th" .tŅ knots of this foul gordian word,
Which, weak itseļf as stubble, yet can bind

fnto a mass, irrefragably firm,
The axes and the roads which awe mankind;

The sound has p-oison in it, ,tis the sperm
Of what makes life foul, cankerous, and abhorred;

Disdain not tĮ.ou, at thine appointed term,
To set thine armėd heel on į is reluctanį Īvofin.

xvr
Oh, that the wise from their briģt minds would kindle

Such lamps within the dome of this dim world,
That the pale name of PRĮEST might shrink and

dwindle
Into the hell from which it first was hurled,

A scoff of impious pride from fiends impure;
\t\
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ODE TO LIBERTY
TiI human thoughts might kneel alone,
Each before the judgment-throne

Of its own aweless soul, or of the Power unknowi !

oh, that the words which make the thouģts
obscure

From which they spring, as clouds of ģimmering. dew
From a white lake blot }feaven's blue portraiture,

Were stripped of their thin masks and various
hue

And frowns and smiles and splendors not their own,
Tilt in the nakedness of false and true
They stand before their Lord, each to receive its

due!

xvII

He who tauģt man to vanquish whatsoever
Can be between the cradle and the gĪave

Crowned him the King of Life. Oh, vāin endeavort
If on his own hiģ will, a wiĮing slave,

He has enthroned the oppression and the oppressor. 245
What if earth can clothe and feed
AmpĮest millions at their need,

And power in thouģt be as the tree within the seed?
Or what if Art, an ardent intercesqor,
_Driving on fiery wings to Nature's throne, 2so
Chg"Ķ th9 seaļ mother stooping to caresj her,

And cries: "Give me, thy chilą dominion
over all heiģt and depth'? tf' Ltfę can breed

New wants, and wealth from those who toil and
groil,

Rend of thy gifts and hers a thousandfold for one! zss

zoa Self-moving, ,,i""'.,"]rį :iĻlläby flame;
Comes she not, and come ye noĻ
Ruļers of eterna] thouģt,

Toļdge. with solemn truth, life;s iĮ-apportioned lot?
Bfind Love, and equal Justice, and-the Fame265 Of what has been, the Hope of what wiļl be?' o ļļberry! if such could b" thy name

Wert thou disjoined from these, or they from
thee:

If thine or theirs were treasures to be bouģt
By blood or tears, have not the wise anā free
\Mept tears, and blood like tears?-The solemn2?o harmony

xD(
Paused, and the Spirit of that mighty singing

To its abyss was suddenly withdrawn;
Īhen, as a wild swan, when sublimely wingng

Its path athwart the thunder-smoke of dawn,
275 Sinks headlong throuģ the aērial golden Iiģt

[-\
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XvĮĮ
Come thou, but lead out of the inmost cave
_ Of man's d_eep spirit, as the morning-star
Beckons the Sun from the Eoan wave,

Wisdom. f hear the pennons of her car

On the heavy-sounding plain,'When the bolt has pierced its brain;
As summer clouds dissolve, unburthened of their rain;

As a far taper fades 1/ffi fąding night,
As a brief insect dies with dying day-

My song, its pinions disarrayed of miģt,
Drooped; o'er it closed the echoes far away

of the great voice which did its fliģt sustain, 
-

As waves which lately paved his watery way
Hiss round a drowner's head in their tempestuous

Play.



"44^c-
The Isles oJ Greece

I

The isĮes of Greece, the isĮes of Greece,
Where burning Sappho Įoved and sung,

Where grew the arķ of war and peace,
'Where Delos rose, and Phoebus sprung!

Eternaį summer gilds them yet,
But all except their sun, is set.

2

The Scian and the Teįan muse,
The hero's hrņ, ūe lover's Įute,

Have found the fame your shores refuse:
Theįr place of birth alone is mute

To soünds which echo further west
Than your sires' 'Islands of the BĮest.'

3

The mountains look on Marathon -
And Marathon looks on the sea;

And musing there an hour alone,
I dreamt thar Greece might srill be free;

For standing on the persians' grave
Į could not deem myself a slave.

4

A king sate on a rocĻ brow
Whįch looĮa on seaborne Salamis;

And ships by thousands lay below,
And men in nations; _ alĮ were hįsl

He counred them at break of dry -
And when the sun set, where were rhey?

5

And where are thŅ and where art thou,
My counrry? On rhy voiceless shore

The heroįc lay is runeless now -
The heroic bosom beaķ no more!

And must thy ly.", so long diūne,
Degenerate into hands like mįne?

6

'Tis something, in the dearth of fame,
Though lįnk'd among a fetter'd race,

To feel at least a patĖot's shame,
Even as Į sing, suffūse my face;

For what is left the poet here?
For Greeks a blush, for Greeks a tear.

'Ī

Must we but weep o'er days more blest?
' Must we butblush? _ Our fathers bĮed.

Earth! render back from out thy breast
A remnant of thy Spartan dead!

Of the three hundred grant but three
To make a new Thermopylae!

8

What, sįĮent still? and silent alĮ?
Ah noļ the voįces of rhe dead

Sound like a distant torrent's fall,
And answer, Let one living head,

But one arise, - we come,.we come!
'Tis büt the living who are dumb.

q

In vain - in vain: strike other chords;
Fill high the cup of Samian wine!

Leave battles ro the Turkish hordes,
And shed the blood of Scio's vine!

Hark! rising to the ignoble calĮ _
How ansrvers each bold Bacchanal!

l0
You have the ūrrrhic dance as yet;

Where is the Pyrrhic phalanx gone?
of two such Įessons, why forget

The nobĮer and the manlier one?
You have the lerters Cadmus gave -
Thįnk ye he meant them for a slave?

tl
Fill high the bowl with Samian wineļ

We wilį not think of themes like theseļ
It made Anacreon's song diūne;

He served - but served Polycrates -
A rņant; bur our masters then
Were still, at least, our countrymen.

6?
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The ryrant of the Chersonese '

Was freedom's best and bravest friend;
That ņant was Miltiadesļ'

o. ūat üe present hour would lend
Another despot of the kind!
Such chaįns as his lreĪe sure to bind'

l3
Fill high:the bowl with Samian wine;

on Sulį's rock and Parga's shore,
Exisķ the remnant of a Įine

Such as the Doric mothers bore;
And there, perhaps, some seed is sown,
That Heracleidan bļood might owü.

t4

Trust not for freedom to the Franks -
They have a king who buys and seĮls;

Įn native swords, and native ranks,
The only hope of courage dwells;

But Turkish force and Larin fraud,
Would breakyour shieĮd, however broad.

l5
Fill high the cup with Samian wine!

our virgins dance beneath ūe shade _
I see theįr glorious bĮack ėņs shine;

But, gazing on each glowing maid,
My own üe burning tear-drop laves,
To thįnk such breast must suckle sĮaves.

l6
Place me on Sunium's marbled steep,

Where nothing, save the waves and Į,

May hear our mutual murmurs sweep;
There, swanJike, ler me sing and die:

A land of slaves shaĮĮ ne'er be mine _
Dash down yon cup of Samian wine!

*{.**

Thus sung' or wouĮd, or couĮd, or should have sung
The modern Greek, in tolerable verse;

If not like oņheus quite, when Greece was young,
Yet įn these tįmes he might have done much worse ' .

GEORGE GORDON, LORD BYRON (By 1823)

(Īrom DonJuan, Canįo ItI)
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TI|E HIGH VICTORIAN CĮJLTURAL scENE

*These were years of social conflict amidst a tidal wave of reforrr. As the
. 1830s progressed it was realised more and mote that a sharp break had occurred, tļrat

the world before 1790 was a different one, now extremely remote, and that England
had rapidiy passed frorn being a mairrĮy nrral arrd melcantiļe society to one wl-riclr
was predominantĮy urban and irrdustr'ial.

Aļi the arts engaged with how to respond and interpret these clranges, how to find
a new context for politics, one which would not iettison the past. The concern was
always with practicalities, caught again and again irr the work of tĮre novelists who
described the oppression, smoke, grime and misery of the new industriaĮ EngĮarrd.

The new nation's commitment WaS to individualism, to a deep beļief that men
should be free, expressed ir-r the doctrine of free trade and a deep dislike of any form
of government intervention. In 1B46 the Corn Laws were repeaĮed, opening the doors
to the import of cheap corn to feed the industrial masses. By 1B5O not only had the
countly survived without a revolution of a kind which had happened in every other
country in Western Europe in 1B4B, but the chaĮlenge of the Chartist movement,
which demanded the vote for the working cĮasses, had be.en warded off. The countly
entered a rare period of two decades of consensus during which prices, wages, rents
and profits all rose simultaneously. Upward mobility for those below was possible
and the textbook for that was Samueļ Smiles's ceļebrated SeĮf-Help (1B59). Both the
old aristocrary and the middle classes could also meet įn a new ideal, the gentleman.
The new public schools acted as induction courses for those who wished their chil-
dren to move up the sociaĮ scaļe and join the ėļįte. These were years of buoyancy, bal-
ance and stability. Bearing įn mind the continuing population expĮosion from nine
million in 1B01 to twenty-Seven milļion in 1B41 that achievement without a vioļent
upheaval was remarkable.

But that population was assailed by change. The railways and the electric teĮe-

graph which went aĮong with it ensured the intrusion of such change irrto the remot-
est areas of the isiand. That tide of communicatiot-t WaS to be an irreversibĮe one'
Change on such a scale and with such speed, far fiom fuelling people's fascination
with the ner,ų accelerated instead an intense p[eoccupation with the past. That at least
embodied certainty for it had aĮready gone and, moreover, it could be rewritten to
accord with every poĮitical, reĮigious or cuitural standpoirrt. History suffuses the Vic_

torian age as never befote, its architecture, its literature and the visual arts. In history
too was writ Įarge the debates of the present, Everyone read Thomas CarlyĮe's great

narrative T'he French Reuolution (1837) in which a society was swept away, a text prov-
iding irr the eyes of the new cļasses a salutary warning as to whai might befaļl the aris-
tocracy. It was a lesson the latter learned, enabling the existing ļrierarchical structure
to įive on. Thomas Babirrņon Macaulay in his Histoty of England Ji'ottt the Accession of
Ianes II (1849-51) dealt with the events of the Glorious Revolution of t 688 arguing
tlrat Britaįn had l-rad its revoļution in the 1640s. He provided the newly expanded
eļectorate witlr an optimistic arrd progressive view of the past, olle now ļabelled as

the Whig interpretation of history in which the new nation was seen as a lineal des-
cendant of a series of lreroįc stiuggles against autocrary of different ļ<inds across the
Centuries. The Reform Act was its cuļmination in the present, an act whįch once again
brought Parļiarnent and people into harmony.

Never before was so much known about the past, nor so much about its art.
Traumatised by the present, it is hardly surprising that instead of boĮdly forgirrg a new
style tlre past was rerycled, thereby disguising or ennobļing what was new as old. Al_
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tlrouglr tlre civiĮ wat period was to be coļorrised by factiorrs as discrepant aS tlre rad-

icaļs and Chartists, as welļ as by exponents of the oxford Movetletrt, to jtrstiĄ, tlreir
Causes it was to renrain essentialĮy an aĪena for politics and religiorr and not cuļture.

Cuļtural thought was h1pnotised by one period only, the ļvįiddle Ages. Here WaS a

native alternative to the foreign classicaļ past which had been the essence of aristo_

cratic Georgian civilisation. One of the greatest rycles of romance, the Arthurian leg-

end, was indeed set in Britain so that for Victorian readers Ailhur and his knights
couļd be all too easily transposed into being the forebears of contemporary monar-
cŅ and knighthood. Untiļ the final decades of the nineteenth centuņ4 when acad-

ernic medieval studįes blasted away the rose-tinted spectacles, it remained an infin-
itely vaņre period offering escape into an age of Ceftainties of arr adaptable kįnd. For
Augustus Welby Pugin the Middle Ages were Christian, Catļrolic and Gothic, for
TennysoninhisĮd7lls of theKing(1B59-B5)theypresentedamirrorofpresentmoral
conflicts, while for a painter like Dante Gabriel Rossetti tĮrey offerecį a sensuous

drearrworļd of ļove arrd beauty.

Thanks to Scott's luttnhoe (1819) tļre Middļe Ages entered the Victorian age as an

epoch when democratic liberlies had beer asserted against the yoke of Norman auto-

cratic ruļe, rnaking them an acceptable past to the newĮy enfranchisecl eĮectorate. At
the same time they could be used to justify aristocratic mle as was done during the

1B30s arrd 1B40s when they were seized upoļl aS a pĮop for those wlro wished to
pfeseįve the oļd otder of tlrings. The architect Augustus Welby Pugin's Contrttsts, or a

ParaĮļeĮ between the Architecture of the Fourteenth and Fif-

teenth Centuries and Simįlar BuiĮdings of the Present Day

(1836) was a passionate and biased indictment of the

present, Įooking back to an idealised medievaļ world,
devout, Catholic and caring. It was a view taken up both
by Tory radicaļs and by members of the oxford Movement with their nostalgia for a

pre-industrial, pre-Reformation aristocratic society which had been swept away. For

a short period dur-ing the 1840s the young Beniamin Disraeli led a'Young England'

Tory group who sought just such a turning back of the clock. A revived upclatecl

medieval chivalry was cultivated by a group of Tory aristocrats as all answer to the

new Comlnercial, industriaĮised and mechanised natįon. This aristocratic cult of tlre

Middle Ages had įts most picttrtesque manifestation in the famous EgĮirrton Tourn-

ament which the earļ of the same name staged in 1839, when participants dressed in

atmour and period dress to re-enact a medieval joust. It was not Lįntiļ 1B50 that the
tvliddle Ages began to be taken over by those who adhered to the opposite end of the
poĮiticalSpectrum. Carlyleinl-risPasr andPresent (1B43) Stoodtheearļierviewof the
Middle Ages on its head and far from Įinking this period with a benign aristocrary
connected it instead with democrary and individualism of a kind brought about by
1832. Gradually the never-never land of the Victorian medievalism began to shift
ever leftwards, becoming by the close of the century a fiefdom of nascent socialįsm
under the aegis of the designer Wiļliam Morris in his Netus Jiottt Notuhere (1B90).

This was the fir'st age of mass culture, for it embraced ail those who up until 1832
had been excluded and in that capacity had cultivated a kind of subculture of protest

of their own against the establįshment. As a consequence the 1B30s and 40s witness

a drive, aided by the advent of cheap printing, to popularise a Com[Ion cuļture, otle

which couid aļso draw įn the skilled working classes. The cultural roĮe of the aristoc-

racy as leaders and patrons had largely gone, had indeed passed to the uewly en-

rįched and enfranchised cļasses. Nonetheļess the thrust was always towards main-

taining inclusiverress in a Countly which delighted in being Seen aS ļiberal arrd proud
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of įts notr-revolutionary Status. Witlr such a vision in view the airr-r SeelĪIS aļways to
lrave been to achieve some rniddle way, some form of compromise, reconcįlirrg past

and present, reform with tradition, belief in the face of doubt, and romance witl-r the
need for tlre presewation of domestįc stabiIity.

And this is where the past played such a vital role, for every class of socieŅ could
be reunited irr sharirrg comlrtoll past glories. 'oļderr Time' became a golden age, one
depicted as the birth of a nation and a people, evidenced in highly dramatic historic
events which ĪVere recreated in pictures on the walls of the Royal Academy arrd irr
iļlustrations in books and magazines. The Tudor and Stuart periods moved centre

stage, being eras of commercial endeavour when the oĮtle EnglultĮ upotlrcosisetl' Tltc

merit of the self-made was rewarded. Places like the lrc.roic,past,re-creņted.īn,tlrc,įt'ttere,sts

o] Įį slīĮll'eļ1 ller1ĮĮlgc. YĮlļer'l(lc įIļ Įl1e

Tower of London and Hampton Court were opened to great haĮĮ ilt PenshLust PĮttce us tĮepic-

the public, allowing everyone to See the settings in .f{.'l,l;ļļl*'*;ļfJl;'ļrll1i:"
which such heroic deeds had taken place. In this we are oldeu rime (t1se-4e).

witnessing the birth of cultural tourism. Creat houses
Įike Knole and Penshurst, homes of heroes and men of Įetters, also opened their
doors to the thousands who, thanks to cheap day railway excursions, could make the

pilgrimage. With this gesture of aristocratic generosity the new nation was brought

into what was recast as a shared common cuļturaĮ heritage.

And notwithstanding evangelical philistinism there was a vast extension in cultur-

aĮ activity. The recently enfranchised classes aspired to the higher culture. The result

was more cuļture of a more varied kind than ever before. Vast numbers Went to art ex-

hibitior-rs and to the newly established galleries and tnuseums. One million aione

visited the ArtTreasures Exhįbition in ļvlanchester durirrg its six month run in 7857.

Bearing in rnind its location and the size of the popuĮation it įs an astounding atten-

dance fiņre, eciipsing that of any twentieth century art exhibition.
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one of tĮ-re keys to this expansion was tlre spread of Įiteracy wl-riclr went lrarrd-in-
hand with a revolution ir-r printing techniques and book and magazine production.
Tire English lanņrage was perceived tnore and more to be the Source of the nation's
identity. In 1B50 a Libraries Act empowered town councils to finance public ļibraries
whichwouļd lend outbooks. Between 1B4O and 1B70 the annual output of books
quadrupled. Even as eatly as 1820 the sixpenny noveļ was availabĮe and during tlre
same decade a whole raft of popular annuals was launched. In 1832 the publishing
entrepreneur Charles Knight launched his Penny Magazine which was to sustain a cir-
cuļation of 200,000. As a result this was an age of words greedily devoured as period-
icals kept everyone abreast of virtually eveņĄhing that was happening across the
whole field of human knowledge. Scientists remained committed to popularising
and communicating their discoveries and, as a conseqLrence, they had a great impact
on fiņres like George EĮįot, Iohn Ruskin, CharĮes Dickens and Tennyson.

CtnrcĮot re-lived. Itt 18j9 n grotLp oJ'

Tot1' t 
''1''or'',rr' 

leLI by tlrc EarĮ o.f

EgĮītltott rc-staged a medievttl

t0LĮ1l1nnent. The plrtrait recort1s tlu
edrĮ'S (ļppeĮįftlt1ce on tlrc dtų,.
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RUSKIN AND THE VICTORIAN MEDIEVAL REVTVAL

Opinionated and prudish thor-rgh he was, Ruskin was the greatest critic in tl-re Eng-

lislr language. His powers as a rhetorician told the emergent nation ulurt to look at

and hou, to look at it. In his case the response to the attacks of science and history on
tradįtionaļ Christiar-rity and irrstitutiorraļ religion was a Romantic one. Ruskin cast

nature as a reflection of divirre truth, asļ<įng people to look at the earth and the skies
as manifestations of God. iHis Modern Painters (1843-60) set the aesthetic agenda for
the period. He resurrected Turnet's reputation, then undergoirrg an ecĮipse, on the
grounds that here waš'the artist Who was abļe more than any other to penetrate the

inner forces of the world of nature and hence divine truth. At the same tirre science

was brought on board with a caĮl for the meticulous ob-
seryation of nature (of a kind verbally achieved by the
poets), a call which Was to Įead directļy to the work of
tlre Pre-Raphaeļite painters. This programme went hand_
irr_hand witl-r a commitment not to the cult of the oĮd
lvlasters but to the art of the day, thereby accelerating the
patlonage and coļlecting of contemporary works by the
new middle classes. At the same time this was ļinked with a rejection of classicality:
All cĮassicality ' is utterly vain and absurd, if we are to do anņhing great, good,
awful, religious, it must be got out of our own ļittļe island, and out of these veLy

times, raiĮroads and allj
As a consequence there emerged a stream of contemporary genre painting epit-

omised by the pictures of WiĮļiam Poweļl Frith'
But for alļ Ruskirr's commitment to the new he never shed his predilection for the

Middļe Ages. A new nation called for a new style but Ruskin instead led it backwards,
to revive Gothic not only in eccļesiastical architecture but also for secular buildirrgs.
ļnThe Stones of Venice (1851_53) he went further, and laid the ground for adoptirrg
continental styles of Gothic which were by 1900 to Spawn their progeny in a whoļe
series of public and commercial buildings. By then his mind had moved on to social
issues, his earļįer views on art having crumbled in the face of the onslaught of Dar-
winism. In Unto This Last (1860) Ruskin pointed out the guĮf between Christianity
and the prevailing creed of laissez-faire economics. Art and morality for him were
inextricably linked, so that he found ļrirnself ļiving in a socieŲ in which the commer-
cial classes lrad eļevated a doctrine wlrich opposed what he beļieved to be the first
principles of religion. With this Ruskin was treading along a road which Įed to art and
socialism.

In the second voļume of The Stones of Venice he had already made a passionate
attack on modern industriaĮised society which subjected man to the machine. That
attack sowed the seeds for William Morris and the Arts and Crafts Movement lateĻ
but it was a backward-looking polemic, preparing the ground for the rejection by the
coming generation of what had made Britain lead the worļd, an enthusiasm for the
machine age. That was now to go into reverse. In the same volume Ruskin \^/as to go

on to encourage the revival of the Gothic style on sociaļ grounds aS one of a moral
and deeply religious age. The effect was to determine the architectural style of the Vic-
torian era, for up ulltiļ then there had been a battie of styles.

By 1830 the flood of material whereby to recreate the past had become a torrent.
This happened simuitaneously with the country moving into the new era, which
threw up a whole range of hitherto unknown building types such as gas works, bus-
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iness offices, ittsurance cotnpanies, banļ<s and factories. In retrospect tlre or-rĮy peop1e
to respond with buildings to match the char-rge were engineers and not architects.
Isambard Bruneļ's glorious Cļifton Suspension Bridge
(1836-64) or his Great Wesrern Railway Station at Bris-
tol (1839-40) speak of their rimes as vividly as does his
Paddinņon Station (1852_54) based on Įoseph Pax_

ton's Crystal PaĮace (which wilļ corrre in the following chapter). Add to them the earIy
iron ships and we have all the elernents of a new Styļe fit for an industrialįsed and
mechanised society. But it never happened. Instead such quintessentially rnodern
features as gasworks were transformed into what could Įook fron-r afar like a Norrnan
castle.

National identity was a Strong tnotive, driving the Gothic sŅle relentlessly for-
wards. Pugin in his Conrizsrs had cast it as indigenous and one can see the logic of its
adoption, a visuaļ paralĮeĮ to preserving the social hierarchy of an earlier age theĪeby
giving a semblance of continuity and security amidst change. In 1834 the Palace of
Westminster burnt down. Here was a chance to build in a style to reflect the advent
of the newly enfranchised classes. The 1835 competition, won by Sir Charles Barry,
stipulated from the outset that the new Houses of Parļiament must be Gothic or
Elizabethan, a mandate which was decisive in dlessing-up the new in tļ-re robes of the
past. Barry moreover was to bring in Pugin to work on the interiors of his monumen-
taļ Cothic pile. The ļatter was never to let up in his crusade, producing a steady stream
of publications proliferating the glories of the Gothic style and giving the architects
of the day a deep practicaļ understanding of its constnrction and ornament. |n An
Apology for the Renewal of Christittn Architectu'e in Britain (1843) Pugin narrowed his
taste Stiļl further, opting for the fourteenth Centįļry Decorated phase of Gothic, a dec-
ision which was to result in the building of literally hundreds of churches in the style.
Pugin, being Roman Cathoļic, was naturally viewed with some suspicion by mem-
bers of the Anglican Oxford Movement, whose churches adopted more often than
not what was regarded as an even more insular manifestation of the Gothic, the Per-
pendicuĮar. Pugin's own most famous church was St. Giļes, Staffordshire, which was
built at huge cost for the Earl of Shrewsbury.

Although Barry was to go on to buiļd in the classical manner houses like Clive-
den, Buckinghamshire (1850_51), the pronouncements of Ruskin tipped the baĮance
the other way. only a poĮitician of the Stature of Lord Paļmerston could force George
Gilbert Scott to change his winning Gothic design for a new Foreign Office (1856)
into the ltalian paĮazzo sŅle. Nowhere eļse in Europe was there such an extraordinary
revival, one in which a whoie generation of architects suddenly abandor-red the
centuries-oļd cļassical repertory and embarked on rebuilding the Middle Ages. It was
not to be devoid of its own idiosyncratic masteņieces. Wiļliam Butterfield's Aļl
saints, Margaret Street (1849-59), a phantasmagoria of coloured brick, mosaic, mar-
bļe and polychrome tiles, is one. John Loughborough Pearson's St. Augustine's, Kil-
burn (lBzo-97) is anotheĻ a btrilding in the French Gothic styĮe with the highest
spire in London. Butterfield WaS to buiļd seventy churches, Pearson seventy-five,

and Scott a hundred and forty, excluding his restoration
of sixteen cathedrals and three hundred other churches.
Scott was to adapt his rejected Gothic Foreign Office
scheme for St. Pancras Station (1868-74) and leave his
unforgettable imprint on Kensington Gardens in the
Aļberr Memoriaļ (1864_7I).
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At tļ-re same time secuļar Gothic blossomecį in the

industrial cities wl-rich ouwied each other in tĮ-re erection of magnificent towtl lralls,
art galleries and museums, and public offices. Alfred Waterhouse's Assize Courts
(1859) andTown Hall (1867) for Manchester attired the good burghers of one of the
gleatest industrial cities of tlre north irr the garb of medievaļ Er-rglarrd revived. This
was an architecture which was pror_rdly ir_rsulaņ patriotic and rotnantic, tnonuments
to the fact that one way to come to tenrrs with the present was to go backwards and
relive the past as though r-to great changes had ever occurred.

A trcu' nrcdieual cĮų,. 411rnr' vvļterlrcuse's
Nktnclrcster Assize CoLn'ts, l859, įs lrll
essn1' itt Gotltic ĮļS tlrc nLĮtiL)tldl stlļe.

All the time one SenSeS unprecedented sįtuations demanding new solutions and
new initiatives and that the way to deal with these was to reįnforce linļ<s with the past
rather than to sever them. That attitude was ultimately to lead on to the conselation
movement later in the century. It was aļso to affect another great innovatoĮy feature
of the Victoriarr scene, the pubĮic park. These were direct responses to the widespread
unease felt by urban authorities about the squalor and aįr of the cities. Green lungs
were caļįed for and in 1B4B a Public Health Act enabled municipalities to finance
what were called 'public walļ<s'. In fact their purpose aļso became one of social engirr_
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eering, for in such parks all classes of society could mix and, it was hoped, middle
class values would somehow nrb off on to the working cĮasses. Typically their proto-

type again ernphasised continuity with the aristocratic past, for it was an adaptation

of the eighteenth century private landscape park which was transported and laid out
ir-r the įnner cities. The formula was that familiar in the work of 'CapabiĮity' Brown, a

sļreļter belt of trees around the perimeter with a walk, an irregular Georgian lake and

undulating terrain dotted with cĮumps of trees. on to that formula were superim-
posed elements familiar from another feature of the Georgian era, the urban pleasure

garden: bandstands, pavilions, kiosks and ornamental bridges. Finally there was an

overlay of contemporary horticuļtural taste in the form of conservatories for rare

plants, an arboretum, displays of bedding-out plants or a rose garden. Paxton's Syd-

enham ParĮt, created in 1854 to accommodate the Crystal Paļace, offered a menag-

erie, a panorafita, and concerts of cĮassical music, not to mention its famous tabieau

of dinosauts.
All over Britain parks began to be laid out iįl the main by totally anonymous

municipaĮ gardeners. They reinforced what was įo become a uniquely British passion

for the worļd of nature and horticulture, which was crystallised in the smalĮ front and
back gardens which were to be one of the most dominant features of urban domestic
dwellings. In the prolific writings of the energetic Iohn Claudius Loudon gardening,

once the prerogative of the aristocrary and gentry was adapted for the burgeoning
middle classes. The Suburban Gardener andVilļa Companion (183B)was a majorwork
devoted to smalļ and medium-sized urban gardens. Loudon was also to found the

first periodical to deal exclusively with gardening in 1826 and to be a key figure in
reviving the formal style.
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TĮĮE CULT oF CHIVALRY IN TĪIE 19'l' CENTURY

*Antiquarian handbooks like James Bentham & Brown Willis's Histor1t of Gothic and

Saxon at.chitectttl'e in' EngĮand (1798)' Francįs Grose's Treatise on Annour and
Weapons (1786), Joseph Strutt's Conlplete Welu of the Dress and Habįts oJthe

PeopĮe of Engtand(1796-97) made distant ages accessible and "real'' to the general

public.
*Thomas Warton in his oÖsenlati'ons on the Faerie Queen (I754) suggested that

medieval poetry was not inferior to the poetry of antiquity.
*Richard Hurd in his Letters on Chįvalry and Romance (l762) claimed the pre-

eminence of the Middle Ages over ancient Greece and Rome in terms of heroic vision.
*Thomas Percy's Reliques of Ancient English Poetry (1765) made available to the

general public alarge corpus of ballads, sonnets, historical songs and metrical

fomances.
*GeorgeEllis's SpecimensofEarĮyEnglishRonlancesinMetre (1805)broughthuge

chunks of medieval literature back into general circulation.
*Sir Walter Scott's Minstt'eĮ,sy of the Scottish Border (1802-3) did for Scottish

poetry what Percy's had done for the English. Scott's historical poems hke The Lay of
the Last Minstrel (1805, set in the C16), Marmion (1807, also set in the CT6), the

Lady of the Lake (1809, set in the C16), The Lord of the Isles (1814, set in the C14),

Rokeby (1813, set in the Cl7) offered a stylized and simplified version of bygone ages,

vividly presented with a host of memorable Merry England images (i'e. medieval

armour-hung baronial halls, Christmas feastings there with Yule Logs and the Lords of
Misrule, morris dancing, maypoles, tilts, tournaments, Richard Coeur de Lion, Robin
Hood, Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table etc.). His historical novels,

whatever period they cover (not necessarily the Middle Ages), celebrate virtues
associated with feudal, chivalric or old-fashioned societies. They are full of
examples of bravery, loyalty, hospitality, consideration towards women and

inferiors, truth to a given word, respect for rank combined with a \ryarm

relationship between different ranks, and a refusal to take advantage of an

enemy except in fair fight. His heroes conform to a common type: they are brave,

dashing, honourable, proud of their birth, pure-minded, gentle to women and loyal to

their masters. He created a type of character which combined a medieval l<night-

errant with a modern gentleman. His novels (notably Ivanhoe) suggested desirable

standards for gentlemen of all ages. He brought chivalry up to date and popular\zed a

type of character which could reasonably called chivalrous.
* The years of the French wars saw an outbreak of translations or editions of
medieval romances, ballads and chronicles: 1804 Thomas of Ercledoune's Slr'

Tristyanl, 18O5 Ellis's Specimens of EarĮy English Mefi'įcal. Ronance;1803, 1807,

1808 Southey's translations of three great Spanish romances Amadi's oJ GauĮ,

PaĮmet'įn of EngĮand, Chronįcl'es of the Cid; I801 Thomas Johnes's translation of
Sainte-Palaye's life of Froissart, 1803-5 his translations of Froissart's Chronicle,v,l807

translations of the chronicles of de Joinville and de la Brocquiefe, 1809 of de

Monstrelet.
* 1816 two cheap editions of Malory's Morte Darthur published; 1817 the de lux

quarto edition edited by Southey; 1828 Charles Mill's History of the Crusade,v (fourth

edition 1828) and |825 his History of Chil,aĮr'y, 1830 G.P.R. James's History of
Chįyally and the Crusade's.
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* 18OO-182Os peak of the ęrazefor building castles and collecting armour (1789 the

first recorded sale of armour at Christie's; by 1817 two rival commercial collections
operating in the Gothic Hall in Pall Mall and the Egyptian Hall in Piccadilly); 1824

Samuel Rush Meyrick's three-volumed A CritįcaĮ' Įnquiry įnto Ancient Armour as įt
existed in Europe but particularly in Englandfrom the Norntan Conquest to the reign
oJ Charles 11 published,
* 1822 Kenelm Henry Digby's The BroarĮ Stone of Honour' Rules for the

Gentlemen of England published (enlarged 1823,1828-29 with the subtitle The True

Sense and Practice of Chil,aĮt'y, 1844-48, 1877 5 volumes)
From reading Scott and Southey's Cid
(The truth exact must not be hid),

Favyn and B arbazan' s "Ordene",
Lord Berner's Arthur's knightly strain,
The Palmerin of England, too,
What was done there he thought he'd do.

Don Quixote pass'd not through his brain,
But still a Knight he would remain;
Though all the world should recreant prove,
That was the type that he would love ...

In 1825 Digby became a Catholic. He enlarged and partly rewrote his book in order to

show that true chivalry and the Catholic church go together and that the Reformation
was the cause for the degeneration and decay of chivalry. His 1828-9 version of The

Stone had 4 parts . Godefridus provided a general introduction, Tanu'edus discussed

the heroic age of the militant chivalry of the Crusades, Morus was an attack on the

Reformatio n, Orlandus provided a detailed version of a truly chivalrous character.

Digby brought chivalry up to date, as a code of behaviour suitable for all men

who wished to adopt it. While for Scott chivalry had been a purely medieval
phenomenon, for Digby it was a permanently valid code, which found a different

expression in each age but remained essentially the same all through them. For Digby
"knight" and "gentlemen" vy'ere interchangeable terms. Digby's virtues of a chivalrous

man: belief and trust in God, generosity' high honour, independence,
truthfulness, loyalty to friends and leaders, hardihood and contempt of luxuty,
courtesy, modesty, humanity and respect for women. Anyone who had qualities

like these \ilas a gentleman, irrespective of birth, though that helped, of course.
"Chivalry is only a name for that general spirit or state of mind which disposes

men to heroic and generous actions, and keeps them conversant with all that is

beautiful and sublime in the intellectual and moral world. It will be found that, in the

absence of conservative principles, this spirit more generally prevails in youth than in

the later periods of men's lives, and as the heroic is always the earliest age in the

history of nations, so youth, the first period of human life, may be considered as the

heroic or chivalrous age of each separate man: and there are few so unhappy as to

have grown up without having desired the advantage of being abļe to enrich their

imagination and to soothe hours of sorrow with its romantic recollections . . . Every
boy and youth is, in his minds and sentiments, a knight, and essentially a son of
chivalry. Nature is fine in him ... As long as there has been or shall be young men to

grow up to maturity, and until all youthful life shall be dead, and its source withered

for ever, so long must there have been, and must there continue to be, the spirit of
noble chivalry."
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Digby's arguments which proved most influential: 1) character is more important than

intellect, 2) cold baths and cold dips help to keep young men sexually pure, 3)

aristocrats and working men have a natural aftinity between them, while both despise

the middle classes, 4) the idea of the "natural gentleman", a peasant, shepherd etc. who

has natural dignity but has no desire to rise above his station in life; an equally

admirable is the young man of humble birth who rises in society through his ability and

is accepted as an equal by gentlemen of birth; the only class of men who are virtually
incapable of becoming gentlemen are the prosperous middle-class men, Digby's
"churls", the newly rich middle class men are the supreme enemies of the gentleman,

"the savage envious haters of all superiority either of virtue or of rank." 5) he extended

the concept of chivalry to classical times. The idea was not new but he helped to set it

in general circulation.
* 1839 the Eglinton Tournament
* 184O Queen Victoria marries Prince Aļbert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha

l842Bal Costumė at Buckingham Palace, Aļbert as Edward III, Victoria as Queen
PhiĮippa
* 1842 Alfred Lord Tennyson The Epic. Morte cĮ'Artlrur

Wy take the slyĮe of these heroįc tįmes?
For nahtre brings not back the Mastodon,
Nor we those times: andu,hy should any man
Remodel modeĮs?

IcŅĮĮs af the King:
Sįr Galahad
1859 Enid, Wvien., Elaine, G'uinet'ere
1869 The Holy Grail, The Coming of At'thur'. PelĮeas and Ettan'e, The Passįng of
Arthur
l81I The Last Tournantent
1872 Gareth and Lynette
1885 BaĮįn and Balan

King Arthur - "ideal manhood closed in real man", a knight, warrior, king, but also

breadwinner, public servant, husband and father; an extraordinary man in ordinary

circumstances, a paradigmatic Victorian gentleman.
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The lady oJ Shalott

Pąrt 1

on eįther sįde the river Įie
Long fields of barley and of rye,
That clothe the woĮd and meet the sĮ<y;

And thro' the fįeld the road runs by
To many-tower'd Camelot;

And up and down the peopĮe go,
Gazing where the lilies bļow
Round an island there below,

The isĮand of Shalott.

Willows whiten, aspens quiver,
Lįttle breezes dusk and shiver
Thro' the wave that runs for ever
By the island iņ the rįver

Flowing down to Camelot.
Four grey walls, and four grey to'weĪs,
Overlook a space of flowers,
And the silent isle imbowers

The Lady of Shalott.

By the margin, wįļļow-veil'd,
Slide the heavy barges traiļ'd
By sĮow horses; and unhaiļ'd
The shallop flitteth silken-sail'd

Skimming down to Cameļot:
But who hath seen her wave her hand?
Or at the casement seen her stand?
Or is she ļcrown įn all the land

The Lady of Shalott?

Only reapers, reaping eaģ
In among ūe bearded barley,
Hear a song that echoes cheerĮy
From the Ėverwinding cleaģ,

Down to tower'd Camelot:
And by the moon the reaper'\Ā/eary,
Piling sheaves in uplands airy,
Listening, whispers ' 'Tis the faĘ

Lady of Shalott.'

Pąrt 2
There she weaves by night and day
A magic web wįth colours gay.
She has heard a whisper say,
A curse is on her if she stay

To look down to Camelot.
She knows not what the curse may be,
And so she weaveth steadiĮy,
And Įittle other care hath she,

The Lady of Shalott.

And moūng thro' a mįrror clear
That hangs before her alĮ the year
Shadows of the worĮd appear.
There she sees the highway near

Winding down įo Camelot:

There the rįver eddy whiris
And there the suģūlĮage-churls,
And the red cloaks of market girls

Pass onward from ShaĮott.

Sometimes a tĪooP of damseĮs gĮad,
An abbot oĪį aļį ambĮing pad,
Sometimes a curly shePherd-lad,
Or iong-hair'd page in crimson clad,

Goes by to tower'd CameĮot;
And somerimes thĪo' the mirror blue
The knights come riding two and two:
She hath no loyal Įcright aņd true,

The Lady of Shalott.

But in her web she stilĮ delights
To weave the mįrror's magic sights,
For often thro' the silent nights
A funeral, with plumes and lights,

And music, went to Camelot:
Or when the moon was overhead,
Came rwo young Įovers lately wed.
'I am half siėk of shadows,' said

The Lady of Shalott.

Part 3
A bow shot from her bower-eaves,
He rode between the barley-sheaves,
The sun carnę dazzling thro' the leaves
And flamed upon the brazen greaves

of bold Sįr Lanceļot.
A red-cross knight for ever kneel'd
To a Įady in his shįeĮd
That sparkled on the yellow field,

Beside Īemote Shaļott.

The gemmy bridle glitter'd free,
Lįke to some branch of stars we see
Hung in the goĮden Ga|axy.
The bridle bells rang merrily

As he rode down to Camelot:
And from his blazon'd baldrįc slung
A mighty silver bugle hung,
And as he rode his armour rung,

Beside remote Shalott.

All įn the bĮue unclouded weather
Thick-jewelĮ'd shone the saddle-ļeaüer,
The heĮmet and the helmet-feather
Burn'd Įike one burning flame together,

As he rode down to Camelot.
As often thro' the puņle night,
Beļow the starry clusters bright,
Some bearded meteor' trailing Įight,

Moves over stilļ Shalott.

His broad clear brow in sunlight glow'd;
on burnįsh'd hooves his war-horse trode;
From underneaū his helmet flow'd
His coaļ_trlack curls as on he rode

As he rode down to Camelot.
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From the bank and from the rįver
He flash'd into the crystal mirror,
lTirra lirra,' by the river

Sang Sir l-ancelot.

She left the web, she left the Įoom,
She made three paces thro' the room,
She saw the water-lily bloom,
She saw the helmet aņd the plume,

She look'd down to Camelot.
Out flew the web and floated wide;
The mirror crack'd from side to sįde;
'The curse is come upon me,' cried

The Lady of Shalott.'

Part 4
In the storĪņy east_wįnd straining,
The paĮe yeĮlow woods were waning,
The broad stream iņ his banks complaining,
Heavily the low sky raining

Over tower'd Camelot;
Down she came and found a boat
Beneath a wilļow left afloat,
And round about the prow she wrote

The Lady of Shalott.

And down the Ėver's dim eņlanse -
Like some bold seėr in a trance,
Seeing all his own mischance -
With a glassy countenance '

Dįd she Įook to CameĮot.
And at the cĮosing of ūe day
She loosed the chaįn, and down she lay;
The broad stream bore her Īar away,

The Ī-ady of Shaļott.

Lying robed in snowywhite
That loosely flew to left and right -
The leaves upon her falling light -
Thro' the noises of the night

She floated down to Camelot:
And as the boat-head wound along
The wilĮowy hilĮs and fields among,
They heard her singing her last song,

The Lady ofShalott.

Heard a caroĮ, mournful, holy
Chanted loudly, chanted lowly,
TįĮl her blood was frozen sĮowly,
Ald her eyes were darken'd wholly,

Turn'd to tower'd Camelot.
For ere she reach'd upon the tide
The first house by the water-sįde,
Singing in her song she died,

The Lady of Shalott.

Under tower and baĮcony,
By garden-waĮl aņd gaĮlery,
A gleaming shape she floared by,
Dead-paĮe between the houses high,

Siļent into Camelot.
Out upon the wharfs they came,
Knight and burgher, lord and dame,
And round the prow they read her name,

The lady oJ ShaĮott.

Who is this? and what is here?
And in the lighted palace near
Dįed the sound of royaĮ cheer;
And they cross'd themselves for fear,

All the knights at CameĮot:
But Lancelot mused a little space;
He said, 'She has a Įovely face;
God in his mercy leņd her grace,

The Lady of Shalott.'

8/
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EARNEsĪŅEss

Next day [in September 18s5] the autļor of all .Ļlq
hubbub wg actually christened. Theobaļd had pro-
posed to caĮ hirr George afta old Mr. Pontife:Ļ-but
straDge to say, Mr. pontifex ovemrled him i favour of
the nme Emest. The word ..earoest,, was just be_
giming to come iįto fashion, ald he thought the
possession of such : D-ame might, -like his 

-having
been bapdsed in water from thJprdan, have a per-
manent efiect upoo tĮe boy's charācter, and influĻce
him for good drrring the more critical periods of hįs
ļįfe.

ButĮer, The Wag of NĮ FĮesht

Trrr ow TrrING' as Macaulay wouĮd have put it, which every school_
boy hows about the Victorians is-that theyĻere earnest. But what ismeant a d yhy_th"y were is Įess easy_to_say. A starting point is sug_
gested 

.by the' above 9lisraph from'Butļer. .When a oia suddenĻ
comes into fashion to describe_a.g_ood, attitude, it is probably usedĮprotest against some ot}rer and weĮ-estabtished attitude whi;h is n;discovered to be'bad'; so that the historical context is more useful than
P:_9:::"ry for^uaderstanfug l* *u".,ioģ--r th" fuP;;;;_;Į
DeĮng earDest was first recognized about 183Ļo the threihold of theVictorian era_we can be s re that people had begun to rua "_a*į,or an evil in not being earnesL

The attitude under attack-was described by George Eliot in the
Person of an oļd gentJeman of t}re pre-Victoriai worldl

oļd Leisure . ' . v/as a contemplative, ratJter stout gentleman, ofexceĮentdigestion,_oĪquietpeiceptions,rrndisease8uy_rrį-"?rr*
sis; happy in his inability to Ėow į," 

""rrr". "r 
o-į',Ļ.ĮržÄĮ

Į. Chap. 18, p. 87.
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the thinss themselves. . . ' He knew nothing of weekday sŅces,
,'ā ,rr"igrra none the worse of tl-re Su:rdry sermon if it allowed

fri* to .fJ"p from the text to the blessing '-' ' for he had an easy'

ioĮy conscĮnce, broad-backed like himself' and able to carry a

great deaļ of beer or port_wine,_not being made squeamish by

āįJ" ""a 
quaĮms .rrā tofty aspirations' Life was not a task to

him, but a sinecure: he fingeied the guineas in his pocket' 
-and 

ate

i. äi"""r., and slept the sīeep of the irresponsible; for had he not

uepi* įį 
"h.r"Jt", 

by going to chrrrch on the Srrnday after_

noo s?

Then folows an illumi ati g comment!

Fine old Leisurel Do not be severe upon him' and judge-him Įy
įo, *od"* standard; he never went to Exeter Haļļ' or heard a

P;ilĮ., preacher, or read 'Tracts for the Tįmes" or 'Sartor

Resartus." s

The champions of tļre modern standard raised their voices at almost

t]re same riroment. Exeter Hall, the capitol of EvarrgeĮical Puritanism,

was opened in 1831 (though tļe revival }rad_been gaining ground

sioce įre French Revolution); lhe Trocts for the Tįmes initiated the

oxford Movement in August of the same year (1883) in which CaĪ-

|y|e's Sartor Resartus begān to aPPear in'Froser's Magazirw for Novem-

ber.
Now, patently, old Leisure was not in earnest' He was not, as one

would sa:y, taking Įife seriously. And that means, we see, t}rat inteļļec-

tually he has n concenļ whatever with ideas' I: 8o"' t3 cŅch
eithJr to sleep or to repeat the great doc ines of the creed without

a momencs aītention oi an orocā of sincere conviction. He would be

equally indifierent, we suspeet, to politral theories or moral philoso-
pĖies.'He is, indeed, hapįg in hii inabiilty to know the causes of

Ļings. tn t}re second plr"", 
_h" 

is living as though his life were errtirely

seff-Įontained. He is ļuite oblivious to any larger scheme of human

destiny, whether naturāl or suPernafuraļ, and to_what duties or resPon-

sibitides it might entaiļ. His Įonscience, tļrerefore, is quite easy; aĪįd

his daily life iidevoted to the enjoyment of 
-sensual 

pleasures'

If olā Leisure was not in earnest, those who judged him so severely
.by our modern standard- shouļd be the major prophets of earneshless.

ena witrr one omission, that is literally the case. "It is not too much to

2.AļlamBeįļ.e,Z,chap.28,pp.ss940.Ined,itionswheretļechaptersaro
consecrrdveĮy nu bered this is cbap' 5Į

2Į9
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say"' remarks a modeĪrį- scholar, 'that, more tĮan any other sinslefactor,'tlre Evangelical Movement ī" ,r,r'äi*"r, 

"ft";,# äiļ:formed tļe whole character of English ,o"iĮay aod imparted to theVictorian Age that moral earnesbr"J;ĖJ;;; its distinguishing char-acteristic."3 This mav be_h-ue, but when ,hļį,r,o r"o.?'į, Į""ää_tioned, we are liabļe'to fo.g"į th;. 
_i; 

d;". Kingsley, -writįng iļ851, the "growing moral eĻesh"į;ārĮ"
owing ' ' '-to th"oA.,gti""n *o.,,ĮÄĻtl 

^,d 
į'""r]ii;,gi::įTespecially Newman, fo1 having ..",ut 

""J_į.*"Įa"l- pį.'r'.o. äĮ.,i:sands, of cuļtivated me a d #o.un to 
"rt tL"-rulves whether Godsent tļrem into the world merely to eat, āiĮ, J"a 

" 
merry.-. Bagehotand otļrers haced the *gospel įr "*"į'įĮlļ1'Ļ ca.lyle and the_Car_lyleans;6 whiļe Fitziamās štephen 

"t i rįĮa ]the 
substitutiorr of theword'earnest'for itJ or"d"""rįo.ir;;;'Į; Thomas Arnold and hisRugby strrdents at tļre^ rrniversities.. (If GeĘe Ehot had said that old

*'"ffi:":"#!JĮ,,:.ļ-:į?*x,ltiiįį"*,,r"įT;TįT#
right' for Arnoļd became h""d-;į;;;īsd'jĻ"hrrd alļ tļrese Proph-ets lay not o Iy the Puritan haditio ; i,'-\ĄrĻi"y* revival, but quiteotJrer forces į weil_the ,";-;i".ir;r] Įää"-"r.rs business,.reli_gious doubt.

In tļrese authorities we ffnd tĮe deffnitions late t in the negatives ofGeorge Eliot To be in earnest ļntelįeau lh is to have or to seek tohave genuine beliefs about tl" 
"rorį 

r,-a"rrįoä qu"rtioo. in Įįfe, a do Do account merely to rePeat cĮļstomary and conventional notįons

*';,jT:;"ffi:: 3äĖ' 
'The Evangelical Discipline,- ln Įdeds atd BeĮŲs

1. ll:fl* to the'fourth ed..,yeast,pp. xv_nd
5' "Sha}espeae,'Works' r, egs; "ļ;ä""'ļį';iuia., 2,78. Nsosee tļe evidencęof Morley and Martineau' """"a į'I"*, p. 7ļe. ii'i Ļiir,grr"y's statement abouttļe Tractarians, cf. Froude,i about_Carlylä @"ilįr", Lii. Įn London,l, chao. lt_

l;.'3įļi ;Įļ ä:iälä;l"":"* 5" ,:.?",Ļ, Į-Ė" Ļiri"a ,";;d;i;,1i;ģr';
were like t}re morning ,.".iļil',:"'with 

sitting down aad 
^"ti"g.oĮy,_hr ä;;

6. Review of .Tom- 
Brown,s-Schooldays,'' EĮllnbugh Reoįeu,IO7 (ļ858), r&.

I1*^l_1u3 n*f .ace 
įo Ahon t'"*"' pĮ.-**1;''ffiįil attibuted much of therncĪe ed eaĪįesbess and high_mindeā_n".',, 

"t 
Ļ į"*"įCļru,chįovem;;ī;"h;Ļ-i,f ;;.'.,'ri,']ÄĮĮiji''ji#"1#J""l,,įx:

š:il:"i:#į',::"*į,9""T'"ri"*""*'r;'äfi """įii*'g "į,-,i,l-",#.;

l"$"g.'äfrĘtäi',.H":f;,ffih{ijIJifj jT:ffi

q1
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insincereĻ or to play with ideas or with words as if the intellecfual
life were a May-game.

He was one of those who cannoį but be in earnest; whom Nature
herself has appointed to be sincere. Whiļe others walk in formuļas
and hearsays, co tented enough to dwell tļere, this man could not
screen himself in formulas; he was alone with his own soul and
the reality of things. From of old, a thousand thoughts, in
his pilgrimings and wanderings, had been in į_his man, lVhat am
Ī? What ls this ufathomable Thing I ]ive in, which merr name
U iverse? What is Life; what is Death? What ,- I to believe?
What am I to do? ?

To be irr earnest moralĮy is to recognize that human eristence is not a
shoĖ irrterval between birth and death in which one ffngers as many
guineas as possible and eats all the good dimers he can, but a spiritual
pilgrimage from here to etemiŲ in which he is called upon to skuggle
with aļl his power against the forces of evil, i his own soul and i
socieŲ' This is the'real" nature of lįfe.

Lįfe is reall Life is earnestl
And the grave is not its goal;

Dust thou aĪt, to dust returnesĻ
Was not spoken of the soul.

Ald that vision entails eDorĪnolŅ obligations:

The predominant characteristic of Dr. Arno]d's minģ and that for
which above all others we honour him, was his earnestness. The
idea conveyed by the motto from Schįller, which Carlyle has pre-
ffred to his'?ast a d Present"----zrnst ist d s Leben--seems to have
been, in all its magni-fcent meaning, perpetually present to his
tlroughts. Life, in his view of iĻ was no pilgrimage of pleasure,
but a scene of toiļ, of efiort, of appointed work_-of grand pur-
poses to be striven for_of vast ends to be achieved----of fearfuļ
evils to be uprooted or trampled down-of sacred and mighty
principles to be asserted and carried out."

Fundamentally, that conception of life was also heļd by the Victorian
agnostics. Ignore the religious implications, interpret the vast ends as

7. Carlyle, describing Mohammed, Heroes atd' Hero-WorshĮp' Irechrre 2, p. 54.
8. w. R. Greg, review of Stanley's LĮfe, inVr'esrulJrs'tet Reoieu,42 (1844),38o.

Cf. CarŅe, Past and Present, Bk. ĪV, chap. 7, pp. 29ĻĮ. ĪLe verse above ls a
stalza from LonģĮow s "Psal of l,ife."
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riį įTi,}ä,'l"f ;:, fi fi l*f,äHi:įffi Ī,Tff.,"9į*:Eliot, Harriet Martineau or Īohn Morlev_
Difiererrt as t]rev a.e, both uses of įļre teml have tļ-reir commondenominator. The'prophets of 

"rr";;t ;; Įį." "tt""tiog a casuaĻeasy-going, superficjal, orfrivolous attitude, whether i, irr,Zrr""t""iĮiin moral life; and demanding t}rat men should think 
""d ;;;;;iäti've wiĮ a. high and s"1o.'rš-pu.pose' whaį Īho.". e-āta iliJe;above all tĮings to give his RįcĻ students *";-";;; ,h;"ilįĒ;:ness,_the inquiring love of truthį ing along with,h;Į;;Ää_b'Į;;

goodness." e

. Hoy. sur rised old Leisure would have been to hear a sermon ofArnoļd's_if he had stayed awake' Ąnd how bafled h" *o"Iā h;;;}""hto ffrrd himself condemned in his old 
"g" 

r*Į f";" .;;;;';;tioned before. But the. chang3 in value-judgment is easy ,, ĻlhinIn the ļ880's the most serrsitive minds įecime awaĪe that Enelandwąs faced by-a profound crisis. The inteĮecfua] ;*rą ,rr" c"I"įoäChurch, and the social order were alļ in graveįeriĻ ," 
" ""*ļĮ-"ii,by t}re most earnest search for saving idĻ āia tr," *.r.""*įĮ,"ii'"

of mora] dedication. And yet people"were gāiig 
"uout 

th"i. il;i*'-_their pleasure rather_as ir rirey naa ,"thir;E ao ,rtĮĮ"Įä;į,
and be comfortable; which seemįd to NewmĻ
to Carlyle and Thoįas Arnold, not to mention .a1"*;-';::r;l;:}:
churchmen and Cambridge.Apostles, i".. "u""i the best P;įl" ;;;to bring on t}re des uction thaį *"' tlri""t"oirįĮotr, cr,*ĮnĮoāil J.

ļ. IntelĮec"tuaĮ Earnestness

In the.background, eighteenth_century rationalism, and in the fore-glound^the P-as-1ing oĪ Cātholic Emanciįation, the sharp .*gcl";;;;tļre Reform Bitl' and the Liberaļ attaäk on tt" ctrrĻ, 
"fTĻü;;combined, in the early thirties, to sha}e the ĮĮcurity 

"f th" ī;;Į.;mind. Not only time-honored instituUo.r., lrt major assumptionsin moral and intetectuar matters which had been accepted for cen-hrries were suddenļy being 
-questioned. Mill proclaimä 

" 'a"t"-or"intelļectual anrrchf-; caģrc' t"kuā_āi ;;-rä of doubt iu which'Beļief, Faith has *ātt-oigh 
'1*i.r,Jrro* ,r'" įĻra," and the yoįrngef

generation no longer gĪows uP with any competent th*oĮ r,#ri;:
versą or any definite answerš to the questioir, -wh"t #.il_\,l/h";

g. 5t".lgy, LĮfe of Anold, ^h"P' 8, p. lt6.
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are tįe dutįes of a P'o In the political-economic area problems of
the gravest kind_how to aļ]eviate the increasing misery of the indus-
kįaļ and agricultural workers and to resoļve the growing co.flict be-
tween masters and men_were deĻing solution. To inteĮigent mi ds
this condition was deeply distuĪbing, bot}r on personal and on social
grouads. They felt it was perilous, for t}reįr own stabiĮiŲ and that of
socieŲ, to saiļ blindfold and haphazard, without rudder or comPass
or chart." A recorrsįuction of thought was absolutely imperative.
'Clearly enough ' there is want of instructįon and light in this mirk
midnight of human afiairs; such want as probably for eighteen hun-
dred years there has not been." į' Clearly enough to the prophets but
not to anyone else. SocieŲ was prrrsuing its worldly goals of ambition
or pleasure in utter indifierence to the graviŲ of the situation. AĮmost
no one was in earnesĻ at t}re very moment when earnestness was the
ffrst a d basic requirement for a re-examination of fundamental ideas.
'How have we to ĪegreĻ" moans Carlyle, 'not only tļat men have
'no religion', but that they have next to no reflection; and go about
with heads full of mere extraneous noises, with eyes wide-open but
visionless,_foĪ most PaĪt in t}re somnambulist statel"'"

In Mill's correspondence at the time, socieŲ is divįded into t}re few
'beĮievers" arrd tļre many'nonbeļievers." In Edinbrrrgh there is only

ļ0. Mill, The SpĮrlt ģ the Age' p. 12; Carlyle, "Characteristics," Esscys, į 29.
ll. Cf. Morley, "Carlyle," Citįcaį MįsceĮĮanįes, 7, |37; "one of Mr. CarŅe's

chief arrd just glories is, that for more than foģ years he has clearly seen' and kept
constantly and conspicuously in his om sight and įhat of his readers, t}re pto.
foundly important cĪisis in the midst of which we are Įiving. The moraļ 3 ģ 5oeiol
dissolutįo in progress about us, aĮd the enoĪĪnous peril of sailing blindfold and
haphazard, without rudder or comPass or chart, have always been fully visibļe to
him, and it is no fauļt of his if they have not become equally plain to his con-
temporaries. The'policy of drifting has had no countena ce from him."

12. Carlyle, in Froude, CarĮgĮe: FĮrst FoĄĪearc,2, chap.9, p.202. The date
is 183I.

ļ8. Pas, and. Present, Bk. ĪĪĪ, chap. 7' p. \74. We begin to see sn įmPortant
Iink between tlris chapter md Chaps. 6 and 7 above. In subh critical times sį
eaĪDest attach ent to a saving idea oĪ a Program of reform c". easily lead to
dogmatism or/aad rigidiŅ' ffrst among t}re prophets and then presently spread'.g
through the upper and middle classes as the sense of gravity is recognized. See
in particular Chap. 7, sec, 1, "Sectarian Fervor," especially the opening para-
gaph ( pp. 162-3 ), where Thomas Arnold is discussed. The writer refened to tlere
i note 7 goes oĪl to say (ibid.) t}rat Arnold's vebemence of language'Ųas one
of tļre natual efiects of his being so gruch įo earnest." Aļso see the Milļ quotstion
i ote 6.
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"an odour of literature and intelļect"; in Glasgow, LiverpooĻ and thelike'ļittte eļse than the stench"r 

"j"Ir,į"aįo i. u"tt"įįā 
";*,it is, because "there are.here, in i::_ffnitesim aīį,roportlonindeed, but inabsolute number more tha 

" 
u".ry f"*,_""t r|j, u"tl"u"rīroÄ;, ;;;I . . . couļd ca17 true beLeįers.,, io 

".rįth". ļetter Miļļ speaks of hav_ing hoped "rhat dewaįr was_tļre ,r"""...ry 
"oĻ"qr"rr"" of having noBelieĄ in a nation ät least, th""gį;;;;*"y, in an individual.,, Butapparently that is hue o_nly of thānob]erup#t . th" mass of , *;ļļ-to_do cļasses in France, foi example, .""* Ėoti."ly 

"lt" to -*įt ļ-trrļĻ--seļves comfortabļe wit}rout uitrrĖ, ėoJį. D;"tļ'either liteJ ;.*;;;-structive, and are welļ satisfied to eat theį pudding * qJĮilčĻ*ir'a 'believer" eitļer has some real convictįonĮ į. i' šo ai.'t* ļaīĮLiihaving any t}rat he is earn-stĻ.""!'*.8i;į; H" ;;"'ffi;,"äĮl:loving person." The ..nol-bęfieyer] (ie" G:;;" Eļiot,s Leisure, .not
being made squeamish by-doubts,,)'āĮi,r,". ilr".irrg all basic ques-tions'or is not seriousļy_that is, nļt sioce.eĻ1*o"r-ua about tļeideas he professes or ,]i*gu55ę5.r.' ------'J

It is the latter, the ma of education who is equipped to think andyet refuses to do so, whom CarĻJe a d Mįlig"ailįĮį,rrtįĮ d;sftike at various manifestatio . or t i' frt"] iodift"r"nce to kutļ. ]aereis the repetition of oļd ideas, espec,arr1i"..ugi*, *m"r'ā"" * r"ffibe]ieves. This is the ..beginnirtg 
or 

"u 
irn*o?rīŲ, or rather it is t}reimpossibiliŲ henceforth āf anyĻorality *r,"t "Įi"f #;Ļ;#.r;is'com:pting to tĮe who.le character. .i ao"ot *ooļ"a. 

'"*-c*i"rJ"that the earnest man denounc", thir, b;r;ā; ;;;*"i"';i#Įiinextinguishabļe aversion.,,ro Stil] moreĮo".į" d"oo,-ce tļe ma whoviews the intelļectuaļ lile as a kind of sport iu į i" t",to-įīr'llĮskiļI'in-dehate or in wiĻ.and defends hiī;;į-"i'""*eshess as broad-minded toleration: such a. m-a3, for 
"*r-;pl;, as Francis Jefuey,who lived in the old world of Leisure *ā'"Įurr""a the skepticalbaditioį of eiehteent}-centuĪy thought. 1.arĮį*r"-"ä 

*c"*il5 
;":'

.dre'adful,y in eärnest" because'he 
"oira 

rät.iiäoilii; ii"u ;:joy himself 'without a theory of th" ,rniuį.se i whlch he couļd be_lieve"';. n-aŅally enough, sĻce he hi*r;]f, Įver having had anystrong beliefs, "th_oughi ,'ea| for 
"r""a, 

-"rrä 
Ļru.y " .i, p*rĮiįopinions more and more ludicrous. In facĻ he regarded discussionswhich aimed at more tļra exercising the faculties and e losing intoļer-

14. Letters, -į, s8, 7s{, 88.
ļ5. Herces' Lechrre 4, p. l22.
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įuļce very tiresome and foolish." į0 But to Carlyle this was irrtelļectuaļ
diĮettantism, and utterly base and reprehensible at a moment when
intellectual earnest ess was so badly needed. "Dilettartism, hypothesis,
speculation, a kind of amateur-search for Truth, toying and coquetting
with Tnrth: tļris is the sorest sin. The root of aļl ot}rer imaginable
sins. It consists in the heart and soul of the man never having been
oPen to Truth;_'1iving in a vain show."'ļ? This was fiddling while
England burned. "The time for leviŲ, insinceriŲ, and idle babbļe and
play-acting, in all kinds, is gone by; it is a serious, grave time. Old
long_vexed questions, not yet soļved in logical words or parliamentary
laws, are fast solving themselves in facts, somewhat unblessed to
beholdl"'8

To play vrith words was just as shamefuļ as to play with ideas. The
sŲle of wiĻ paradox, and epigram, so characteristįc of eighteenth-
centuĪy taste and so nah.rraļ for a dandy, became intolerable. Apropos
of an article by BuĮwer Lytton in the Edįnburgh Reoiew (whose editor
from Į802 to 1829 was Francis Jefirey), Miļļ wrote to the author:

I first thought ii might possibly be Macaulay's. . It has much
of the same briĮiancy, but not his afiected and antithetical sŲle,
and above all a perception of ruĄ which he neveĪ seems to have,

18. Froude, CaigĮe: LĮfe Įn London' l, chap. 11, p. 295, and CarŲĮe: FįīEt Foītlļ
Years' 2' chap. 17, p. 894. Cf. Lydgate's remark about Dorotļrea Brooke (Middb-
lurch, 7, chap' 10, pp. 124-5 ) : "She is a good creahrr*tĮat Ėne ģl-but a litde
too eaĪnest. . . . It is roublesome to taļk to such women. They are always waat-
ing reasons."

17. Heroes, Ī.echrre 2, p. 73. Both forms of intellectual dilettantism described
in this paragraph are brought toget}rer i a letter of Clough's for Äugust l7' 1845'
Prose RemaĮls, p. 99l "I believe there is a vicious habit of poking into inteliectual
questions mereĻ for the fr of it, or the vaniŲ of it, only not quite so coĪĪļĪĪron as
people make out. Ät any rate, taking it easy and acquiescing in anything is much
mote com on."

18. Pas and. Present' Blc. IĪĪ, chap. 13, p. 209. In his "Historic Swey of Ger-
ma PoeŅ' (1881), Esscys,9,388, he had said t}at even'Īronest Scepticism,
honest Äthei,sm, is better than the withered lįfeless Dilettantįsm a d aĪįateuĪ
Eclecticism, which merely toys witļļ all opinions." Newman had the saĪne eom-
plaint to make irr a sennon on "Christian Zeal'' preached in 1834' ParochiaĮ and
PĮeįn Sermons' 2, 3834: "Positive misbeļief is a less odious state of mind thm the
temper of those who are indjfierent to religion, who say tļat one opinion is as good
as t}re other, and contem or ridicuļe those who ae in mest." And he went on
to Dotice the present tendency "to caĮļ Zeaļ by the name of intoierance, and to
accorr t intolerance the chief of si s; tįat is, aĪļy eaĪnestness for one opinion above
another concerning God's nature, wiĮ, arrd dealings with ma ."
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and-a 8enui e love of the True and the BeautifuI. . . ' Ī could
l:, ĮP:"ryg_to myseĘ who wou]d look for .rr"r" qu"ritiĮĮ1i
the t-d'įnburgh ReuieuP How the readers of that revieĻ musr bepuzzled and bewiļdered by a writer who acfually tat<es aeciaeā
vi9ws, wļo is p-ositively i earnesL . . ' Among us [at the lvesr_
tlittster Reoieto], you would at ļeast ffnd both ,Ļit"., 

""J.""j".,v/ļļo aĪe rļ1 earnest . .-. readers by whom what you write would
be taken eu sėrieur a d not 

", " -"r" play of int"fiecį ;J f;")"-
In Carlyle, more "dreadfully in earnest" than Milļ (MilI was simolv'in earnest"), this attitude reaches aD irĪitablg;;_};;;;'fkĮ
Lamb and HazĮitt:

Hoy f."y people- speak for Truth,s sake, even in its humblest
modesl I return from Enfeļd, where I have seen Lamb, &c. &c.Not one of that class wiĮ tell you a shaigh orwara .toį ";;a credible one about any matter ,r.rdei the 

',rrr' 
el'*rrį'lĮ

!'::t9_t into epigram atic contrasts, startling 
"-"8g;;;į;;;cļaP aPs that wiļl get a plaudit from the gaĮerĪesl . ]". wu".i_

some, inexpressibŅ wearisome to me is that sįrt of clatter; it įn;
waļkiĪļg (b_ th9 end of time you would never advance, for thesepersoīįs hdeeįL lnoe no IMIĪITHEn); it is not bou;di g a;ā
Ī.Fg-fo.ry:efuļ natural joy; it is dancing-a St. Vitus,s dance.Heigh hol Charļes Lamb I sincerely beĪeve to . i" *.Įconsiderabļe degree i sane' ._.-. is speech *rig8ļ";Ļth";;;
t}rither with a incessant painful flucfuätion, t,,t an Ņnion Įn it,or a facĮ, or a phrase tĪtat gou can tlwnk hįm tor.2o

19' Letters' 1' L024' The-dete ls 1838. Cf. Newman, iį ĪĄ/itfrid lįįatd' TheLļfe of lohn Henru' Cardļruį Net'otlan tz 
"ot.. 

LooāĻ and New y"rr" ī'sirllĄ ch"ap. s0, P..9s5i'A man sįouļd i. ," ļ"-Įį,-uy-*liĮ ļ mea he shouļd writeot for tļro saĮo of w:ļtįaq'}y.,. briag out hiJ th;r,ht j_d.Ä;;'M'i
!!;1o!toyannv, : :4,i. enl u *; Ē";*u ĻJiĮou"-t,u. wmte wįth arr8ļr 

-ot 
sroDg conviction . . . whe scarcely aDy one else seemed to r"įĮ 

""equally stong faitļ įn as deffąite a creed" tļrat tIiuy nttua ", s;;r;; ;il;,h"pubĮic ninģ" of the eiehteen_tĮĮ,eįtie' and thjrties ti*ī"y r"tž. r"ra ,rtį' ;Įti_"i
equally eanest schootš of tĮought" had arisen i"_nĮgr""a. cf. F. D. Maurice,s
"omment 

on tļe Utilitar'ipns 1xurtace cofllDa!, r, 9z_5): ."Īhe toneįi tIrJ;;:versation, sfter the i difierencę a d want of all public spĻ to wlich one has beertused_ at the uįiversity' v/as qrļite lrqPiriog.- ļ - -r_

^jļ rrouģ' CarlyĮ"e: Flri Fortg !!*š n' chap. 9, p, 209, The ltalics are mlne.cĪ.. Post and, Present, Bk. IĪĪ, chį. 8, p. r5r, oi thļ i*hioo"ur. *i . ėr. crįr*l,-Į.ook you, my simple füe d, ,tįs äou oi tloru,. p*Ä, i' n 'ē-,

s-
a-i"

EARNESTNESS

It is because the timę5 are so urgent and so much in need of helpful
opinion or fact from persons who have a 'whitļer" (a serious object
in rļind in what they do or say), t}rat all wit and hu-mor are identified
with'leviŲ, insincerŅ, and idle babble." Plainly t}re solemn distaste

of tļe Victorianc for any joke that touched on things considered grave
or sacred is įot to be traced simply to t}e moral proprieties. A friend
of Tennyson's recaļļed a conversatįon in which "some one made a

remark about the fruit being liable to disagree with himseļf or others,
to whįch anot}rer . . . replied with a jocular remark about'the dis-
turbed districts,' ąĮ11r]ing of course to some disorders apprehended or
existing irr the cenhes of indusĘ." Tennyson cut in sharply, with a

voice and accent like Dr. Arnoļd's,'I can't joke about so grave a ques-
tion.- " CarŅe cannot ioke about ony question. When Lamb made
the mistake of telling him there were just two things he regretted in
England's history, 'FirsĻ that Guy Fawkes' plot did not take efiect
(thāre would have been so glorious an erpbsion); second, that the
RoyaĮists did not hang Milton (tĮen we might have laughed at them),"
one shudders to think of the pained expression wh.ich appeared on
Carlyle's face. His comment is enough: "Armer TeufeV "2

Finally, the new frame of mi d was innately hostiļe to any litera-
ture ot seriously--+ven solemnly--concer ed with fu damental ques-

tions. Not simply tįre fas]rionable noveĻ and light verse which t}re

Minerva Press supplied in abundance, but aļso t}re popular work of
both Bpon and Scott were denounced as "Įiterahrre of amusement."

To CarŅe, Scott was the perfect example of a skeptical dįIettante
urritiog simply to e teĖain 'indolent languid men":

The great Mystery of Existence \vas not great to him; did not
drive him into rocĻ solifudes to wrestle \ļ.ith it for an answer, to
be answered or to perish. . . . One sees not that he beļieved in
anything; nay, he did not even disbeĮieve; but quietly acquiesced,
and made himself at home in a world of conventio alities; the
faļse, the semį-false and the true were aļike true i this, that they
were there, a d had power in their ha ds more or less. It was weĮ
to feel so; and yet not weĮl We ffnd it written, 'Woe to them that

21. Tennyson, Menwļr of Tenngson, I, 205. cf. Rusļd , "Īhe Mystery of LĮfe
and lts erts" (1868), Sesame and Liļļcc, soc, l85, lnWorlcs, 18, 18t: "I ti'e of
natįooaļ disEess' of religious triaļ, of cfļsk for wery i torest a d hope of humaniŲ

- one of us wlll cease jesttng.'
22. Įa Froudo (note 20, abovc), P' 2l0.
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are at ease in Zion"; but surģ it is a double Īiloe to them thatare at ease in Babeļ.

Smaļl wonder Carlyle criticizes tĮe Waverley nove,s for g. įąiningnothing "proff table ior dochine. r* ."į*"Į,^iĻ ; #;;, ;;'įäal
I^q " ...,"Ę1"fug, in.any-shapel The'sick heart wiĮ ffnd no he"rirsnere, the daĪkļy-shugqPq h:* no guidance." Clearly, Scott bebnįāto the easy-goi"g *o".Īa oĪ oļd Leisr:?e 

"ī*" *" crisis of the tlirties.But now 'in so exhemģ serious a Universe 35 įhi5 or o*.,- irr_āĮage "destifute of faith Ėut terrifed of scepticism,' 
" .P""k;.;;;

search for 'some kįnd of gospeĻudings.. HeĻst be i earnesL2s
2. MoraĮ Earnestness and. the ReĻigious CrisĮs

' 
u1derĘg'he sectarian difierences between Ärnold, Newmaą and

t}re. Eva-ngelicals, tĮrere is a fundament"r "oĻ,-ity of aim whichsprings from their comTon indebtedness to John wesley ,"į Ļ;;iigious movement he initiat"9 i:.. j eighteerith cenhĘr.z{ AļI of t}remattack what ļrey call 'nominaļ" ChrisĮanity įnd the'slack o; f*bi;
_conception of moraļ ].įfe that went w'ith it. wlri"- Wilberforce caļIedhis important book, often considered the Bible 

"f 
Er"rg;ļį;į."Ļ;

PractįcaĮ VĘto of the Preoeiling ReĮĮgious sį'te^ of Prģessed Chris-
':^.,'.'n ..'h" ^Higher 

and M-į.ddle "ct^uĮ, 
Cortrasted oith ReaIļJnr7stuļnįt!. (Jn t}ļe n1'evailing 

|)r-stem, a maĪļ was considered, andconsidered himseļf, 
"bhri.u"o"if'r," pioi"rīĮīthe main ā;;"lri* ;Į

*-:.-r"._:lŠ:."."] guilŲ of *y r"Ļo.,, 
"i"". 

.mu ,ļ" Ļ;ļÄnomore thaį a sort of formal, general assent to Christia ity i thį pross_
and a degree of morality in-practice, b"t ļittļ", if_;ldiļ,;;;rä;;
t]rat for which we ļook-in a_good Deist, Muss'u]mįįn, or IIindoo..zo

?9 ^sl, 
Waļter Scott', (1838), Essays,4 36,49,55.7s.

24. See tįe quotations below from cĪ"a.tį""Ļ;"į;'9ä, Clough, pp. 282J, andsŅe1 ln ote 30. There is no satisfactory t"āīā-.pļry to this movemeut. Tocall it Evangelical is to inhoduce , 
"o"r".ioi-įāt*Į"i'įhu -or"-"nt as a whole

':d.tu EvangeĮical Ęrrb/ i" t}re English crr*Įrr. ilJ*" is better, but the soiritof pieŅ, reflected i t}re common dešgnation 
"f 

-th"-r"Įg ;ir# ;"'Ļl':;:riäa clear difierentiation from C-rlrioi.*,"ļ"t aįrĮ tr,ĮlrĮtīl", į;;ī-N;,#:;even Arnold, į PįtĪitaĪ is rather incongn:ous. Eit},J th; Wesleyan Movement ort}-re Christial Revival would, I 9t"-k,i" "*l"ĻĮ'-(ald are sometimes em_ployed in this book), but Evangelical;rā ,ilā i"i" 
'" 

r""g been used, and bythe VictoriaĪs tĮemselves' thatj ". .r,""īa9pr"q Įä. r,i Ęffi;Ļ;-,."fthe subįect which emphasizes its' imPact oo Poįį""] Įä r*rt", life, see Halėvy,

l;'?iĮ{n.'''''pp. 
ssz-ass. There'is a ;i"Ī "h;,;; A al|s LesĮie stephÄ,

25. Chap. 4, sec. 1, p. 109. The first editiorr ca ļe out in L7g7.

\
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From Wesley and Whiteffeld iĪļ 1740 to Newman and Arnold in 1830,
this was the central evil and not actual disbe]ief. When Arnoļd, for
example, expressed his fear of an approaching struggle berween good
and eviļ 'in which tJrere may well happen t}re greatest ial to the
faith of good men that can be imagined," he was not thinking of the
spirit of rationalism, and his serĪnons are not concerned with defenr]ing
Christian faith. The enemy is the spirit of the world, silently blotting
out any true awareness of the Christian destiny of man and the Įįfe of
moral earnesbress įt demanded.26

That was exempliffed, for Wilberforce, in both the upper and middle
classes. Īhe aristocracy was not Licentious really, or irreĮigious; it was
simply preoccupied with an endļess round of amusementHaĪds,
theaters, banquets, hunting, 'ChristianiŅ," he said, "caĮs her professors
to a state of diligent watchfulness and active seryices. But the PeĪsoĪrs
of whom we įĮĪe now speaking, forgetting alike t}re duties they owe
to themselves and to their fellow-creatures, often act as though their
condition were meant to be a state of uniform indulgence, and vacanĻ
unprofftable sl9th." Complementing this "sober sensuality" was the
'sober avarice" and the'sober ambition" of tļre business and profes-
sional world. The successful man was congratulating himself on not
being like o e who is "a spendtlrift or a mere man of pleasure," when
aļl tļre whiļe he, too, lacked "the Eue principle of action," and was
alowing'personal advancement or the acquisition of wealth" to be-
come objects of supreme desire and predominant pursuit.'z7 Even tļe

96. Stanley, LĮfe, ap. 2' p. 42. Cf. Wilberforce's "Inhoduction," p. iii: "The
mįil obiect which the wĪiteĪ has in view is, not to convince tlre sceptic, or to

answer tļe aĪgīļ ļeĪļts of persons who avowedly oppose t}re fmdmental doc ines
of oru religion; but to point out the scanŲ and enoneous system of the buļk of
t}rose who belong to tļe cĮass of orthodox Christians, md to con ast their defective
scheme wit]r a rePresentatįon of what the aut}ror apprehends to be reaļ Christi-
adŲ." Like Ämold, Wiļberforce foud that "rea] ChristimiŲ" in tĮe Gospels. So

did t]:e Tractarians: see R. W. Church, The oģod Mooenent. TueĮoe lears,
1833-1845 (London and New York, t89Į), p. 167. Cf. a Passage in Glaįlstone's
essay "The Evangelical MovemenĻ'' Gleanings ģ Past Years, 1843-79 (7 vols.
london, ļ87s)'7'22Ļ5: "Īt was commou, in my early days,'' he says (that is,

r8l0-30)"'for morality to be taught without direct deĖvation from, or referencę
to, the Person of Christ"; and he goes on to define the religious movement Ī en
describing as "a great revival of what may roughly be called Gospel-preaching in
the English Church, extending fu beyond the limits of schooļ or parŲ." This ls
the basic lirk, he suggests, which conuects the Evangelicals vith tļ:e Tractarįans_
and both, Ī wouļd add, with Arnold and his Liberal disciples.

27' Pracįļcaį VĮeo' chap. 4, sec. 2, pp. t2&-35. Cf. Hannah More, Practlcal
Pbtg; or, the Lnflumce of the ReĮĮgbn ot the Heoīt on the Conducį of the Ltfe
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clergy and the intellectuals, in this worldly euvironment, were Įiving
in "practica]" or 'virtuaļ' atheism-that is, irr 'a state of insensibility t
things 1they re_aļlr are i God's sight." In his sermon contrasting the
spirit_ of the world with 'the spirit which is of God," Arnold expl ned
the charge: 'Many of us are very seldom in earnest. By thi. I- mean,
that the highest paĖ of our minds, arrd that which judges of the highest
tĮings, is generally slumbering-or but half awake.-Wāmay go thr ugh
a very busy day, and yet not be, in this true sense, in earnest at JI;
gur-bgsljaculties may, as it were, be all the while sleeping or play-
ing." ze That is to say, oįļr religious awareness and our *oā *iti ,į
both in _abeyance, and our conscience is almost as easy as old Leisuret.

This lamentable state had a:rother and related origin. The worldly
spirit was silently obliterating whatever it found alieį in the Gospels
and retaining only what it could assimilate, so that real Christiaiity
w-as being transformed irrto somethi g far less demanding-into what
Newman called *Īhe Religion of the Day." Īn his important sermoį
on that sub;'ect, he exposed the moral slacloess of its disciples:

They argue t}rat it is our duŲ to solace ourselves here (in moder-
ation, of course) with the goods of this lįfe,_that we have only
to be thankful whiļe we use them,-t}at we need not aļanrr orrr-
selves,-that God is a merciful God,-that amendment is quite
suftcie t to stone for our ofiences,_tļat though we have Ėee
irreguļ1in og youĮ, yet that is a thing gone bį,_that we forget
iĻ and therefore God forgets it . . . that we shouļd not be oier
serious,_that we shou]d have large views on the subject of hrrmą
naturą_and t}rat we shouļd love all meu.

So deffned, the teaching of the day, though paĖially Christian, is really
built upon worldly principle. It pretends to be tļre ft'p"Ļ but it hÄ
dropped out one whole side of the Gospel. It includes 'no true fear of
God, no fervent zeal f.or His honow, no deep ha ed of sin.' The con-
science, which is 'a stern_, gloomy principle" teĮing us 'of guilt and
of prospective prlnisį e į" has been superseded by Shaftesbģ's morat

\-
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sense ("the love of the beautiful") or Bentham's principle of expedience
or utility. Äccordingly, as its teĪrors disappear, "then disappear also,
in the creed of the day, those fearful images of Divine wrath with
which the Scriptures aborrnd." In shorĻ religion has become "pleasant
and easy." It has 'no seriousness,-and therefore is neither hot nor
cold, but (iu Scripture language) Įukeuarm." ""

Because Newman and the Oxford Movement have been so exclu-
sively identiffed with Anglo-Catholic doc&ine, their cenhal concern
with the moral life has been obscured. And because Arnoļd attacked
them both so violently, his fundamental agreement with them has been
overlooked. What R. W. Church wrote of the sermons of Newman iF

equally true (as he himself noted) of Arnold's, and of those of Evan-
geĮical preachers lįke Charļes Simeon at Cambridge: 'Ä passionate
and sustained eaĪnestness after a high moral rule, seriously reaļised i
conduct, is the dominant character of these sennons. They showed the
s ong reaction against slaclsress of ffbre in the religious life; . . . the
blunted and impaired sense of trutįr, which reigned with littļe check
in the recognised fashions of professing ChristianiŲ; . . . the sbaįge
blindness to the reaļ sternness, nay the austerity,'of the New Testa-
me t." 80

To be an earnest Christįan demanded a emendous efioĖ to shape

t}re character in the image of Christ. one had to hate the worlģ the
fesĻ and the deviļ, to keep all of God's commandments exactly, and
to live "as in the sight of the world to come, as if . . . the ties of this
life- were already broken.st For such a 'frame and temper of mind"
the controlļing infuęDgę is the corrscience; for when we set 'God in

29, Parochiaį Sermons, l, No, 24, pp. 812-19; cf. No. 8, pp. 99-100.
30. Church, The oģord MouemeīĻ p. 19' Cf. A. P. Stanley, "The oxford

SchooĻ" Edtnbutgh Redeus, t58 (I88r), 3l0: "What was it aga!į thet drew ad-

miri g students .-. . rourd Dr, Newman at Ordord? . . . Chiefly the grasp of
ethici precepts, the appeals to conscience, the sincere conviction of tļe vaļue of
purity and generosĘ, in which maay of his hearers recognised the reverberations,
Ļ , Ļor" subtĮe, tlrough ot in a more corrmalding form, of those stirring dis-
courses which had thriļļed them hom the pulpit of Rugby." The at 'ibution of rhis

article to Staaley is made by R. E. Prothero and G. G. Bradley, The Llfe oīįd Cor-
respondence of Arthur Penrhgn StanĘ (2 vols. New York, 1894), 2, 580. on the

ethical impact of the oxford MovemenĻ note t}re quotation from Kingsley, above,

p. 220, anā see in general Amy Cruse, The vlctofįans and Thek Re1ding' chaps. 2

ard g, 'Tl" TĪactaĪiaĪls" aud'"Īhe Worļd of Miss Charlotte Yonge.''

31. Newman, Parochį ļ Setmons, ļ, No. ļ, PP' 2-3. Cf. Haa ab Moto, PractĮca1

PbŅ' chap.8, P. 54.

( r8įr), chap. 18' "I1sensibtlit1 to Eternaļ Īblngs," pp. 2,47-f,25įf,. Ītls was per-
haps the most popular textbook of Evargelieal ethics.

28. ch'+ctļaļL LĮfe, Its Course, Įts Hļndtances' and, Ī& HeĮps, No. lį pp. t8ĻĮ;
and cf. Sermons, į, No. Į, pp. 1-12, and Stanley's LĮfe, p. Ės' ļetter of Noverrbei
30, ļ8ļ9. Īhe charge of lnsensibiliŲ ls frąuently made by Newman a d t}e
Evaagelicals: see Newman, Parochbį and Pl.aļn Sermons, I, Ėos. 5, 8, 28' pp. Üī,ī'Īl, 338,849; Wilberforce, chap.9, sec.2, p,45; H,,.eĻ More, PracttaaĪbbtg,
chap. Į8.
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christ before us," as fun-old put it,'tnen the conscience is awake; then
we are in earnest'" er 4 į 'Ļis ?uritan" or'Nonconformist, conscieuce,at crucial war witlr the worļd, is higlrly sensitįve and -tender-; so
much so tļrat Victoriarrs often speak oī sin in accents of utter detesta-
tion, sometimes even of horror' There was something in Arnold,s -veį
P1: "r9 

orrtward.rsFect, before which a Ėing loro] o, r" 
"'āi "*Įįinstinctively quailed arrd cowered. . . . 'ihat Ļhy paleness'*a trrįĮ

awfuļ frown were almost įway1 tĮe_ex1rression . .' .'of deep, inefiable
scorn.and indignation at t}e sight of vice and sirr.- r' The .įie.erce to'anything low, o^ false, or cruJ'reflects the wide i"t"rpr"t"tiā" oīrii
by the tender conscience; in facĻ the smallest fauļts Ļam" ,*to*
vices.when they were seen as $e opening wedge through įnįr, įĮ
wo5ļdly sPirit might sļide into the souļ. 'ri'aĮ tĖt rehtÄ to G.J"rd
to himseĘ the Christian lgrows of no smaĮ faults. He consideis attaĮowed and witfuļ sins, whatwer be their magnitude, ,. 

"o 
oeį*.le

again_st his Maker. Nothing that ofiends hįm can"bei".tg,riff"*JN;tį:
ing_ that conhibutes to fįten orr ourseļves 

" ,^r.oogi h"bit ca bįuifling." That is tlre Evangelical voice of ĮĮannąĻ Moie,r. 
"t 

e-"ra
3j Nęwman speak from_the same conviētion. r" tn" Ęirog#-į;Dipsgchus' Arthur Clough, oue of Arnold's most devoteä aį"i"rįį
3L nugby, argues with his uncļe, who clearly belongs į; ,h" i;;Victorian worļd of George Elįots Leisure. d" po*,i sap ClorigĻ
represents'the confllct between the tender conscieice and įhe worl-ą;
at which his rrncļe bursts out: 'Consciences are often -".u t* t""jĻ
T yo^* generation--sch9olboys' consciences, toot Äs -y ;iā ĻįnĮ
9." c-.T* |"y' 9f the.Wes inster students, .Īheyre ;Į; ;oĮ]
ļl!.*'Ä,r9ļdi dg*g,. he^spoilt th9 public 

'Įr,ooī.į cr*gl-Pil;";rhat weshĮiįster had its Cov er (the EvangeĮical poet) aid Ļt ni,uncļe 'must not refer it to Arnold, at all at ät 
^"y,l"į 

th., Ä-"lddid i this direction-.

3I,TĮo"T b:y,how often have I not heard from yorr, howhe used to attack offences, not as ofiences_the riģi vi"*_
:g19!-di'"iPline, but as sĘ heinous guilt, I don,t Ļo- -Ltbesidel- . . .

32' Chrļstļan Lļfe. o. l87.. Cf. reoarL lį sģģnĪey'g Lrfe, p. 55Į,fro a lettetof Äprlļ l, ļ840: į Ė a 
'""ļ 

pt rr-āī*īĮilh,'t";-.-r!īl@tįoa with anvan who ls io earaeą aud wįo really lookr 
" 

cfut *rrrĮ trTÄĻĮ""irräĮand wroog.-
Stl. Stanlen Ltfe, &ap, g, p. f5g. For the sa e atdtude is Kingsley, see above,p. 17&
!34. Pt -tkaįPlety,chap' ll, p' ļtĮĮ

q-
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'Īf he did err in this way, sir, which Ī hardly thinĻ Ī ascribe it
to the spirit of the time. The real cause of the eviļ you complain
of, which to a certain extent I admit, was, I take iĻ the religious
movement of t}re ļast century, beginning with Wesleyanism, and
culminating at last in Puseyism. This over-excitation of the reli-
gious sense, resulting in t]ris irrational, aĮmost animaļ irritability
of conscience, was, in many ways, as foreign to Arnold a-- it is
proper te-"- 'Well, well, my dear nephew, if you like to make a theory of it,
pray write it out for yourself nicely in full; but your poor old
uncļe does not like theories, and is moreover sadly sleepy." 86

Plainly Clough's defe rse amounts to little more than a denial of
Arnold's sole responsibility by claiming that the Puritan revival
found parallel expression in the EvangeĮicals and the oxford Move_
merļt.

When the standard of Christian virtue was placed so high a d the
range and gravity of sin was so gĪeat, the Christian Įife became in
hteāļ fact ā life of constant s uggle_both to resist temptation and to
master the desįes of tl-re ego. Thā victo.ian conception of warfare as

tįe main business of man was as deeply rooted in the rehgious as the
political and economic order.!6 'Unless you are stuggling, unless you
are fighting with yourselves' you įįĪe Īlo followers of tļrose who
'ttrrouģh māny tribulations entered into the kingdom of $d.,' A fight'tfļrough many mDuļauons entereq ļnto tfie ļqnt(ļUļIļ uĮ \,(,LĮ, ļr ļEļļĮ
is the very token of a Christļan. He is a soldier of Christ; high or low,
he is this and nothing else." u' His first obiective was to beat down
the terrible temptations of worldly and flestrly existence. In that s ug-

gle no one was more famous than Arnold of Rugby. Ellen slight 
-ac-

įuaintances were'stuck by his absolute wrestling *itļ :"ļ, so tļrat
til" sr Paul he seemed to be battling *ith the wicļ<ed one." 18

35. Poens' pp. 2944. on the Rugby conscience, see aļso Leslie Stepheu,
"ļowett's LiIe'" Studrcs ģ a BĮogtaphet' 2' L27-f-

86, For the latter see above, Chap. 9, secs. 2J.
87. Newman, Dįscourses Aįļdresseįl to Mįxed Congregat\otx (1849)' No. 6, re_

printed in his Sermons and Dlscourses (r8s9-57), ed. C. F. HaĪrold, 9, 182.- 
38. Stanley, LĮfe, chap. 2, p. 29' Cf. tlre quotadon from his įast sermon' ibid.,

chap. lO, p.-65o, 'Īh" real pāint which concems us alĻ is not whether our sin be
of one kinį or of another, more oĪ less venial, oĪ moĪe or less mischievous in a

man's iudgment, and to our worldly i terests; but whether we skuggle against all
sin beįauį it is sin; whether we have or have not placed ourselves consciously

rmder the banner of our Lord ļesus Christ, trusting ln Him, cleavlng to Him, feeįI-

ing on Him by faith daĻ, and so resolved, and continually renewing our resolu_

tļoį, to be His faithfuļ soldiers arrd serva ts to our lives'end."
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.T:*: į1:^T'T'o' o:q Ņ is a battle which often appean inVictorianff ctįona dooeŲ-dram"*"a-""Į ĻĮįlä;fr ff :"-'h"p-' uy Thomas HugĖas im Tom Brou>n at Orfoill'ae|frby:hTas HugĖ9s ioro*nroo* ot o4ora.",
_l" T.*pl:Tę"t"ry for of -.r.I '*;;I" 

"į 
th" **"ielrce wasconstructive. If the enemy_was to be resisĮä? *į tl" r""ļį;;;ā, .#

Tl:r'.**t be-forged beforehand. By an ehbāiateqi."tP,";;;";r.ääär"lģ;'trJ.""Ļn;ä:f l""f,äT,"ä;"'""*t
t}:e power of self-controt' tne aay b;s*;d;Ļe.i.,a nf ceĪf-o*.*;
tĮe power of self-controi ,o" ā"įįffi;,f;;;#;ä'"iäo]:Į"#:
f1,:^1Tl"_::Y*l""'one.Lneį_hĖ%es"tti"į.imĮĮ;;.ääiä
u.uuu' sļIļce o ļy whe one-knew his ..besetting_i 

frmities- and had
*.:':,";;:"1rirĻ 13a "o,laī"' į*,";;;*uį, tļem.ļo Theo fol-ļowed the actuįl practice ' ' ' įv EĮ/ ęuļ|_- ļįe toļ'
to -rr." ,.l';:^.*::'.*:: :.T'-:-^ s^o imPorta t oįe wĮįs wged evento make up opportuniues of self-sacriffcą

Rise up then i *" *oTPg * t: uĪPose that (please God)the day shall not Pass utthčut its seff-äeį'"ļ Ļ]į a seļf_denial ininnocent pleasures and tastes, if one o"" , įo *ortify sin' LetyouĪ very rising from your bed-be a self-denial; Iet your meaļs beself-denials. De1erminä to-feld to oth"r, io mgs indifierenĻ togo out of yorļĪ way in smali matters, to inconvāĮnce yourself (sothat no direct dutv sufiers by it), .;th;, th;; įärhould Dot meetwitĮ your daily disciplinr

Į*f-a*,gg:gag1i,l*:';",ffi kĘä"tr;

MonÄL ÄTTĪĪUDES

aPpears

ffi :** ":]t,::": *i. "j:,"'3""1 o{ r9ur faiĄ 
-it 

will 'snengthenyour general power of self_mastery. a_nd'6ve "r*il";_#fiä"'i
command of yourseĘ as rvill 

9"_" arr"*3-;;ä; P*Prr"d when tle
ffj: :f'"::Tļlfo_","o::.,- - But ;r,"h "_;".į,#';ffĻJ::i ä:
1*rd ij:I* s.buggle. ..rr 

is a great battte toY vu 4 UļĮĮEļ JLruggļe. 
.-ļt ļs-a_great battļe to deny ourselves,- wroteArthur Haļļam i 1832, to abdiįate the throįe of Self_ to srlra-,l_-

Gc'

39. See below, p.854.
40. See Neumeu, Parochļaį S
cre- ..Self-Ē-o-in-Įi^-,' ,_ -?!1*: Ļ.Nts. 5 and 18, pp' 67, 232; arrd Hąnnoh

":t'".*Ī:*jll"";:r,*,ia^it4i:]".;;i#"Įl;r1fr,illffi
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,ļĢ' -DY9mlh tlo '-- PncļįcaĮ Plag. There is ļÄs3 esceticism i" a-orā4l. Nerpma , Parochļaį Setmo , 1' ae-lo'r..i N". ils"Į_Deriaļ tĮe Test ofligious 
-Earnesuess.,' Cf. More, chāp. 6. lė"rī"ri".*^r" ā n r'^t^-_t . . .. ,,ReĮigious Earneshess.,' Cf. More,neugrous ļlaĪDeshess... cį Y"r:: "P. 9, 

..Cuļtivation 
of , o*"u""J š"jijWhen Ethel May in Charlotte t""gjs Ī;aĮrl_cj;;-(il. i .r,"pä]p]rästlsays that one shouļd taļce ..tļre .igf,t ti.". ioi;Ļį; oneself sn-o _l_^.^_.

up, not a thought, not an acĻ not a habit even, but the principle_of_aļl
thoughts, actions & habits, the principle of self pleasing, which Įies

fast & deep in t}re dearest region of our souļs. Yet this must be done,

or we have not tlre Įįfe of Christ."'2
It is only within this context that we can u derstand the severity of

parental discipline. So long as the child was too young to prlctige
ieļf-deniat, it Ļas plainly the bounden duŲ of tĮe parent to check the
ffrst signs of self_will. Eve in circles which had no reverence f9r ļ9hn
Wesleį, his doctine was aPProved, "t}rat the wiļļs of tbe chi]dren
shouļd be broken,"a9_mainly by constant use of the rod (spare t}e
rod and spoil the chiļd was a Victorian platitude), but a]so by more
refined modes of torLure, like t-hose practiced on young Augustus Hare:

I had a favourite cat called Selma, which I adoreģ and which
foļlowed me about at Lime wherever I went. Aunt Esther saw
this, and at once insisted that the cat must be given up to her. I
wept over it in agonies of grief: but Aunt Esther insisted. My
mother was relentless in saying that I must be taught to give up
my o\ā/I1 way and pleasure to others; and forced to give it up if
Ī wouļd not do so willingly.

HitļreĖo I had never been aļlowed anģing but roast-mutton and
rice-pudding for dirrner. Now all was changed. The most čleĮicious

puddings were talked of-4įĮ ted on_rrntiļ Į became, not greedy,

Lut excāedingly curious about them. At length Įe grand. moīneīįt
arrived. They were put on the table before me, and then, just as

I was going to eąt some of them, tĮey were snatched away, and I
was toĪd to get uP and carry them ofi to some poor person in t}re

viĮage.

The rationale, written in his mother's journal, was that'the wiļ] is the
thing that needs being brought into subjection." " But we must Īe-
member that adults beated themselves in the same way. Sir James
Stephen, a leader of the Clapham sect and father of LesĮie and Fitz-
james, 'was inexorably suspicious of pleasure. He drank little; ate t}e

42. From Letter l3, dated April 28, 1832, in a collecHon of unpubĮished letters

from Hallam to Emily Tennyson in t}re Wellesley CoĮlege Library.
.4a. E. E. KelLe*" ReĮĮgion atd. Lrfe Įn the EarŲ YļctorĮan Age, p- 68. Cf. Butļer,

The'Wag ģ AĮl Flesh, chap. 5, p. 25; chap. 2r, pp. 9_100.
44. eugustus J. C. Hare, The Yearc tl:įth Mothet ed. M. Bames (London,

1952), pp. 27,43; lor otĮer examples, see pp. 26_7, 4r-4. This is an abridgrrent of
the frsith,ree volrr es of Hare's The Story of Mg LĮfe (London, 1896).

ffi .-,;y;Ļ1trĻ"-T"t.:#:*--l,#į'Ļ'.Tr*ffiį:ff :Hm;', j:';l:
fl{fl'ro which Etļel answeĪs: .N", tļ" cį;"hļv wĮļlUIļ EEeļ answeĪs: ..N_o, 

t}'e Church orders ir . ._. r."* oį"į"i įu_P: ,:o.o Įings_- not read storybĻks; th;;";;:įi L*. "._. ri-_.^-^ _^J;;Ä"#;oä:r,TĻ::",storybooks o tĮose days' or lceep some u,*Į."*roi
so uch * lf nnp ,,, -^* *,^^lPPery, 

but it Leeps tle *.".Į.**, ;ffiĮ;;;so uch agif onedid not(eed.,

!m9s for refusrng oneself'sorne

SeĘ to su:rerrder
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lightest of meals; and asking himself once why it was that he co ti ued
to take snuff and receiving no satisfactory repln ceremoniously emp_
tied tļre box out of the wi dow. 'He once smotįā a cigar,' wrote'LesĮiį,
'and found it so deļicious that he never smoked 

^īfu.'"r6 
Eve on

their honeymoon, Sir Guy Morville and his bride Aniy, good Anglicans
ļike their creator, Charlotte Yonge, made a 'resolu oi againsi mere
pleasure-huntin8"; and when Amy barely escaped a faāt accident
on a Swiss morrntain they had climbed to enjoy tįe view, both took
it as a solemn wamin} of God not to break_their resoļution agāin.{6

pn]r_ br ęąlizing what a desperate shuggle t}re moraļ hfį en_
railed, both to resist temPtation and to aii tļe wiĮ can we do
justice to tļre Victorian taboos, so often and so easily ridiculed: the
prohibit'on of dancing, cards, and the tĮeater; of rea,li.g various
worļa of literature, including tļre co edies of Shakespearģ and of
heating anything remotely associated with what was sācred or what
was evil with the comic spirit_t}at is to say, with leviŲ'ļī For when
the standard of i terior character *as so high and the best ap_
proximation to it so precar-iously Poised, anything t}at was not patentĪy
innocent or didactic might at the least dishact the mind from Goä
and fasten tļe heart more securely to t}re worlģ or at the worst
coĪruPt tļe souļ irredeemably' 'Flee from the very shadow of evĮ.
wrote Newman; 'you cannot be too careful; better be,a little too strict
t* i littļe too easy,_it is,the safer side.".8 We may say t}at they
Ęlry"{ it too sa.fe; or, to use one of the favorite texts oi the timJ,
tļlat th:y made the gate too strait and the way too arrow. But
when the spiri! oj the world was, in facĻ laying Ļaste tļe very lifoanį gening of the Christian ethiq extreme Ineasįļres we." oahoallv.
if not wiseln take . There is a rerrrark i one of New an s ,".-oi"
. #. -Ä**, LeĘ 

-stenhen' P. ļ4.-cf. tlre quotadon from a Eact against smok_
t_ą "it-9_ 

by Ämold, "E ersoą" Dįscouses ļn Anedca (r,ondoą"re85), pp.20Ļl: "Smoking . . . is liked becarrse it gives agreeeble se satįons. No", į 6 a
positive objection to a tįing that it gives agreeabĖsematioDs. Aį e Īįest ma will
expressly avoid what gives agreeablā sensa ons.',

-46: 
TIB Herr of ReĮĮcĮyfre, chap. 80, p. 880. Äuat Esther Hare, who was the

chlef l sEument of Augustus' dtscipline, was as hard on herself as she wag o" lr-,w TIp Y rs uįth Mother, p' 48.-
47._See below, pp. 35'/- ' eįd also Īhomas Amold,s dgnlffcant attacl oa

T-ędy chīļsttoļį LĮfe, No' 17, pp. r$-7. The topic bäted by uaJcol.
a'ļi,ļĒ Vļctodan PreĮud'e, 

"h"p. ļo, "Censors and Ėxpurgators." Tį b*ī į ä
useful study-of_rĻe moral lmpact of the Wesleyan movÄenį

48- Parochļaļ Senwns' t, No. 8, p, s8. cf. 
-11o--eh 

Morc, Pr ļcaį PleĘ, cfup.
8, pp. 83-4.
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which might well have been addressed to Ll,tton Strachey a d his
twentietļ-century disciples: 'Keep in mind all along that we are
Christians and accountable beings, who have fixed principles of right
and wrong, bg uhich aĮĮ things must be tried, and have religious
habits to te matured wįthin t}rem, tousards uhich aĮI things are to
be nadę stlbseroįent.'''g

Finally, the inner Įįfe of Christian discipline is t}re clue to another
Victorian phenomenon which now seelns so stĪange, the endless con-
cera with self-improvement. Modern psychology has led us to focus
on what we įĮĪe, not what we should be; and the collapse of the
religious tradition witļr its ffxed principles of right and wrong has
left us looking rather for a basis t}ran a ceiling for our lives.oo Ät
the most charitable we find Ruskin's advice to the young dated:
'Remember that every day of your early life is ordaining inevocably,
for good or evil, the custom and practice of yor:r soul. . Now,
therēfore, see t_hat no day passes in which you do not ma}e yourself
a somewhat better creah:re: and in order to do that, ffnd out, fusĻ
what you aĪe now' Do not think vaguely about it; take pen and
paper, and write dow as accuĪate a description of yourself as you
āan, with the date to iL" ļ That might have stood on the title page
of The DeĘ Chain' for Charlottds Yonge's novel is a study of suc_

cess and faiļure in the improvement of character. Eve the children
themselves are coustantly pointing out their faults to one another and
exhoĖing one a other to conquer them_zoto, so that later they may
have strength to resist the Goliath of evil Their fatler, of course, has
set the Pattenį. As Dr. May finishes gąrļing tĮ're story of David to
Tom a d Blanche, he asļ<s:

'Can you tell me how we may be like the sheģerd-boy, David?-
'There aret't giauts now," said Tom.
"Wrong is a gianĻ" said his Įittļe sister.
'Righ{ my white May-flower, and what then?"
'We are to Ėght " said Tom.
'Yes, and mind, tļe giant with all his įĮĪmour may be some
gĪeat thi g we have to do; but what did David begin with when
he was younger?"
'The liou and the bear."

49. Parochļaļ Setmens,2, 876, from No. 80, '"The Danger of Äccompltshments.-
The ttalics are rrine,

50. v. s. Pritchett, The LĮoļīlg NooeĮ (London, reĮ6)' p.80.
5Į. hefsce įo Sesame atį LĮļbs ( t87r ed. ), sec. 8, ln WorĻ's' 78' 87Ą.
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-Aya an-d minding his sheep. Perhaps little things, now you are
little childre , may be lįke t}re ļio and t}re beį_so kiļļ the*
off_get rid of them__cure yourself of whining or dawdĮing, or
whatever it be, and mind your sheep welĻ" said he, s-iti"g
sweetly in answer to.the chiļdren's ear est looĮs as they caughī
his meaning, "and if you do, you will not ffnd it near so hārd
to deal with your great giant sEuggle when it comes."

The heroine Ethel, with the aid of Margaret's counsel, recognizes
her lion and bear to be rrntįdiness and impatience, and beg x to
wrestļe with these "8Īeatest hindrances to her doing anģinģ good
and great. Though she wasand great. Though sh-e wa9 obĮiged to set to work so many prinĘles
and reflectio s to induce herseļf to wipe a DeĪl or to sit_straicrhi n
her chair, t}rat it was liĮe winding ,rį . steam-engine to tĖ'ead a
nee,dle, yet tle work oas being done-she was stuggling with her
faults, humbled by them, ląį hing them, and overcāāiuģ them.,'o,

That this coĪļcern with self-improvement was ot limited to An-
gĮicans or EvangeĮicals cal]s attentįon to a signiffcant factl the creed
of earnestness pushed its way beyond church walls into the com-
mrrniŲ at large. Its idea]s Penebated irrto the homes--_and colŅciences

-of half-believers and outright agnostics. This was partly because
11191t 1ęįeingį the ethicaļ fervor of the chiļdhood belief they had
discarded.os But it was not merely a matteĪ of ingrained haĒit' In
tĮe seventies Malļock notįced that in spite of the ģowing denial of
aI religious dogmas, 'and, įn the places uhęre it n s aone įts uork
most thoroughĮy, a mass of mora] earįes ļess seems to sr:ryive un-
touched." 6' Intelļeetual ra.]icalism produced a frightened clinging to
corrservative moĪals, especially at a time when agnosĖcism wal rrrrder
attack for its supposed tendency to destroy the moral life. On a famous
occasion when George Eliot mentioned the tluee words which had so
long been 'inspiring Eumpet-calls of men,_t}re words God, Įm-
mortoĮitg, Dutg--: she 'pronounced, with terrible earnes ress, how
inco ceivable was the first, how u beĮievabļe was the second,, ald,
yet how peremptory aud absolute the third^" It is partly because

g?. !, ļ, *"p. 19: pp.-8į 91. Cf. Beatrice webb, My Apprenllceshtp, PP. d/-9.

- i3 I: A. Sy ond's fatļer- js a good example: Browa, Ltfe of sffii, p. M.
othel illushations are giveu by Äanan, Leslle Stephen, pp. r98, stā.

54. Is LĮfe Worth Liotng? p. l88. The itaįics are minį'

-!!, Reporteģ by Frederick Myers, "George Eliot,', Esscys; Modaīīį (Iondon'
1885), pp. 26Ļ9. cf. David Masson, '"Ihe Poems of Ärt}ur Hugh Clougį,,, Mac_
mtĮhn's MagazĮne, 6 (Į882),323: "Mauy of tle most dariug čtptics Eauers

to wipe a PeĪļ or to sit straight on

h
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tļe first two words have lost their meaning that the third is given
such passionate affirmation, i her novels and in contemporaĪy society.
Many people aĮive today can remember the atrnosphere of tļe later
Victorian home: 'We were a Victorian househoļd, and, in spite of an
aļmost militant agnosticism, attached without the smalļest tinge of
scepticism or hypocrisy to the ideals of t]re time: duŲ, worĻ aĻ
negation, a stern repression of what was called self-indulgence, a

horror and a terror of lapsing from the current code." 66

3. Moral Ėamestrwss an'd the SocįaĮ Crisįs

The early Victorians lived u der the shadow of revolution. The
aombinatįon on the one hand of radical-democratic propaganda and
acute distuess among both agricultural a d industrial workers, and
on the otļer of Tory repression or Liberal inaction Produced a con-

dition which was steadily f} ęąįęning between 1815 and 1848, and
periodically violent. It became a coĪnmonPlace to think of tļe natįon
ās divided against itself between the Rich and the Poor, and to dread
the possibility of an English explosio as terrible as ttļat in France.oz

To Carlyle and Thomas Arnold, as to most of their contemporaries, the
basic cause of the situation was not eco omic but moral; and, there-

fore, tĮrough political reform might do 5g1 gthing to ease tĮe tension,

the fundamental crrre lay in a Īeform of character, t}le character of
the landed and moneyed aristocracy' Any remedy of "tļre fearfuļ state

in which ur'e įįĪe living," wrote Ar old, would reqĮiĪe "the greatest
iumph over selfuhness" which man had ever achieved; and Carlyle,

ffnding no real cuĪe in 'a Morrisont PilĻ Act of ParliamenĻ or
remedial measure," called for'a radical universal alteratįon" of out'
whole "regimen and way of Įįfe." "

For at PreseĪļt the landed aĪistocracy was Dot only pr:rsuing a
selfish life of pleasure, shooting pigeons in tļe hunting season and
going gracefully idle in Mayfair during t}le London season (the
world of the dandies in Regency socieŲ and in the Dovels of Bu]wer
LĶon and DisraeĘ wįt}ļ its gosPel of Dilettantism); it was also

ā-t rn*ugy l.r," been s ict and even fanadcal įn their c.onfomŅ to the established
ethics"; aod he goes on to cite Clough as an example: 'Even when he doubted fu
theology most' hā was firm a d orthodor h hls creed as to what ls morĄ nobļe a d
mady."

56. olivia lDorothy Strachey Bvssyl' oĮtota (London' 1949)' p. 13.

f/. Cf. above, Chap. 8, sec. 1.

58. Stanley, Lffe' pp- 5rļĻ15, from a letter of September 95, r$9; CgĪŅą
Pact and Pre nt, BIc Ļ chap. 4' pp' 2'Ļ4.
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** "_g 
hiģ re,n-e and rrai tai ing the Corn Laws, at o ce indįf_rere t to the suffering_ of the poor and to the lessons of Franced51g 1789-9469 a Ļ"' uĖ-;ilĻ""go.P"ļ of Mam,ąo ism,wĮich in3juded a pious belief in taissez_fairį, 'l"a on ore'Ļ;;

T--Td, P p"r the worker tļe exact sįrrį covenįįļįted for. Thatcļone, tļe rich mill ow er \Į,as free to Pįļrsue his career of .maJ<ins
money' fame, or so e other ffgure in'the *ortd,;įā ,h" ;;rļ*:was free to carry oo the singĪe_handed struggle to keep bimĮ;Īaļive without uenot ot go"ufi-Į"t;ā-;hi& * 

"ä,i,***ilITT'kd' miģt be _freed9Ļ 'to die by waut orįoa..i"-į* **'''ļrįįo įnus become a fanry bezaar to the aristocracy and a ,r"r"ho*įt9 $e nijdle cļass, but to neither was it *a mystic temple *J āof doom," with resuttiug obligations a d duties.o,

f ", pnĮi9s, the u]timāte source of the se]ffshness comrotina

;ffi fl"Ii,f#,g#J'#,:äTffiį'sf,t*ry",-"'r-*Į;:
Ig "p*t in the encię 1 diaĪę q we aave forgotten God.- . . .Ī e have 9ddy _cl9sed oįļr eyes to the eteriaļ s,rlrt"o"" įifhings, and opened t*-9oļy to the Shows ą d $hems of thi"gį:
I".g*-u_,ty beĮeve this UniĻerse to be in insicall, . *"* ,į_intelligible PEnrrÄPS;-extrinsically, 

"tur, "oougl,'i rr';;ämost extensive Cattlefold and Workhouse, witį .ort 
"*t"ĻirruKiteļen;11ges_, Di ing_tables,-whereat he is wise who can ffnda placel AļI the Trutļ of tĻis Ųfiyę 5ę is unceĖain; only tĮeprofft and loss of iĻ F" pudding and praise of jĻ are andr99ain very visibļe to the practical=-*. .'. .Ma has ]ost the sozļ out of hįn. . . . This is verily tr\e plag're_

spot; cenbe of the u iversal Social Ganrreną tr,i*,"riirrģ Įodem things witlr frightfiļl deat}r.63 
9

In one word, man has no moral earneshess. He must realize oncemore t}e real nafure of 
- 
hu an 

- 
existencį įoisea between twoetendties' Then he wiĮ redi.ccoveĪ. his souļ *d i' **"i".;;; ,į;;

58. See Pagf and Presenļ' 
lk.'_ĪĪĪj chaP. 8, -Unworking Aristocraey,- and BkĪv' "hrp. ,'The Landed.".c-I.yt* *.,i-į'tsį.'iįäaP.8, P. l50) on -the,ĘPo!e Ļ įosolent Donothįngism Ļ Practice 

""ä 
sļ.'-Įįr"

,"g^"tr,..-*" r."ĮĮr" 
"ä"äļĻr and inteļļectuaļ 

"rro;*..:flT 
jn Speech" brings

.įo_ nia., rl_ ur' 
-"nĮp.'i'- 

-Gospel 
"r 

v -"-""i*;, .įI"ĻįäirĘi3;.*r.The last remark is fro- ĖL. ilI, chäp. ii' p.Įrgl* '
6Į. 'Characteristics,- Essays, 3, 3i.
e2' Past ctld Prese*, rk. Īu, chap. r, pp. ĮsĻ7.
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he wiļt recognize that he has 'Duties . . . įLat ,ru 4oŅ gr-eat, and

go up to Heaven a d down to HeĻ" dutįes to serve God ani soc1eĮ
i hrį rank ą į gaĪĪing'6s Äad są the end of Diletta tis , the end of

įdamm6 į5 , a d the salvatio of tĮe countryl
A:mold too, called for the į troductįon of Christian prinĘles into

men's sociaļ and civil relations,8' but Ärnold, as we know, was deeply
concerned with a religious revivaĻ as riįŽere Newman aud the Evau_
gelicals, for quite a di#erent reason: because tle worldly spirit-was
ihreateoiog nįt t}re state of socieŲ but the state of Christendom.
Īhe appeaĪ for moral eaĪ estness by the Puritan leaders was religious
and n į sociaļ in otįvation. Their ce baļ āim was to make men good

Christians_that is, real instead of nor inal Christians_tļat their
immortaļ souls might be saved. But they were awįĮĪe that in doing
so, they wouļd beĻaking men good citizens_that society -ighj
saveį In this way the sociaļ neįd for oraļ earnestness gave fresh

impetus to the Christian revival a d increased ifs influence.
'ilris, iod""ģ had bee Eue years earlier at the "'ne of the French

Revolutior- Up to that date any s ong religious fen'or had been

lrrgģ li ited to the lower classes, to whom the \{esleyan movel ent

haā äppealed oĪmost exclusivģ. But now, when social revolutįo
se.-"ā- to be tļe firrit of atheism and immorality, piety became

fashicaable. Gladstone remerobered hearing'persons of great weiģt
and authoriŲ/' atlibute 'a reviving serioumess" in reĮigion a ong

both the cleigy and the upper clesses 9f lay socieŲ 'to a-reactiol
against the hārrors aDd iĪĪĮ'ieties of the ffrst French Revolution i
ič bter stages.- 06 I this context Wilberforce was able to add a new

and forcefrJ argĪmeut for Evangelicalis . \ryritiDg in 1797, h" Td{
point out ģa1 į gminal christianig were to- continue, it must lead

įo the 
'rery 

catastrophe witnessed 'in a neighboring corrnĘ," whgry
'several oį th" ."-ā causes . . . have at length produced tįeir fr:Il

efiect-; whe.reas real Cbristianity wouļd 'root out our nafuraļ selfuh-

ness,- which is the'mortal distemper of political commr: itįes':

I whatever class or order of socieŲ cbristianiĪ prwails, 'she
sets herself to rectifv the particular faults, or, if we would speak

more distinctly, to įourrteiact the paĖicular mode of selĖshness

to which that- cl,ass is liable. A-flue ce ihe teaches to be liberal

8s. Ibiį, Bk. Ļ chap. ĻP.28; chap. 6, p.94; Blc. ĪĪ, chcP. 6' pp' 8-7, &on
which the quotation is takeo; Bk. ĪII' chap. Į5' pp. 928-30.

0{. Tbe ref,ere ces aro glven below ln note ÜI'
65. 'Īhe Evragelrcal Movemeut" (abovą noto 26)'p.2l9.
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and beneffcenĻ authoĖŲ to bear its facuļties with meeloess, and
to consider the variorrs cares and obligations b"lo"gi"g io iĮ
elevated statio as being conditįors oi which thai stäuon is
conferred. . . . Those in the hu bler waļks of lįfe . . . she in_
structs, in tļeir hļĪn, to be .]iligenĻ hrrmble, patient: Īeminr]ing
them tļat t}eir more lowly paih has been 

'al]otted 
to tl"* ui

structs, in tļeir hļĪn, to be .]iligenĻ hrrmble,
them tļat t}eir more lowly paih has been :

the hend of God; that it is t}ea naĖ faithfr
duties, a d contentedly to bear its'i co venie ces. . . . Such aretļe bļessed efiects 

,of .CĻįs+i:niŲ on tĮe temporal *"n_į;i"g .f
Political commu ities.oa

This aļso was Arnold's point of view when, with anxįous memories

""I^*:^."=g's 
naveĒ in France in Į789 and ļ790,ī;recoc"";

that the christian revivaļ-he desįed on religious grounds woutä ako'expose the wickedness of that spirit which ĻaintĻs t}e gaoe laws,aad in agriculfure and trade sįms to thi k that the." į;o ;"ilsin as covetousness," a d thus wouļd inhoduce a saving moraļ earn-
estness i to men's civiļ reļations..ī Newma was less 

""į""*ā *itį
the sociaļ crisis, but he was weįl aware tļat the times were darrgerous
3d tĘt 'the especial potiticat eviļs of the day. a . įJ ",įi:ilthat princĻle, * 

"h 
sį paut crllc tļe root of aļl eviļ, the tove ofmoney"_for which the couįteĪmoverĪļe t of ChrjstianiĘ was the onļv

corrective.l8 It is thus cļear that the criticaļ charactĻ or tue įį
Td i" particular the fear of revolutiou, f,rst in th" i7g0,s-"";;s;?;fro 1819 to 1Ķ, provided a environmeot *hi"n g"rru ,h"Į;;'ä
revivaļ some of its motivatįon and much of its aįpeal. wner thisindirect result is taken into accoĮįnĻ aĮong with'its di.""t ufi""t(illrrs ated Ī 9*Ņ"_), the social crisis is ieen to have con ibuted.as ucĄ I tbjįļ<, as the religious crisis_perhaPs eveį ore-to thefor atio of oral eaĪįeshess.

Ļ Work

- 
Except for 'God," the most popuĻr word in the VictoriaIr vocaĻuļary mrrst have bee -worlc- tį įas, of course, th" .""". by ;hi.hsome of the ce aļ rmbitio s of a co--erĮial ,o"ieį Įä"ra iĮ
68. Praaiceļ YĮew of ch1 fuŅ:.-!ap. 6, PP. 296, 30Ļ10. See in general:

auillļa , V-ļcįorļan Prelude, chaP. q:1ĪefoĻ o, h'"ą; Ļa V. Kiemaq .Evaneeli_
caįism a d the French Reroludon,; Past a'įd pu'ā, t ttgrcz\;ffi. -'**_-
- _91. stā ļey, LĮfe, cbap. 8, pp. 2.42-a; cf. pp. %9-5 , zir-z, lį"r. of Novembert830 ard December 24, fgSO.

ü. Parochļ Į Setmots,2, Nos. 2E, 8l, pp. 856-7, 392.

lhe hand of God; that it is tiea part faithfuily t" air"nĮį i(

s
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ęnĪizęį3 money' respectability, and success. But it also beca e ilr
end in itseĘ a virhļį in its own right. All of Dr. Arnolds chiļdren
were brought up on the precepĻ "'Work.'Not, work at this or that
_but, 'Woik." "il other chiļdren heard a biblicaļ injunction that was

endlessly repeated: 'Work while it is caļļed Todan for_ the night
cometh_when no maĪļ can work." By the same token idle ess was

inexcusable. Ruskin's comrnent on Millais' Painting 'Mariana in the

Moated Grange' is snaight to the point: "If the P1"!9, had painted
Mariana at wārk in an rrnmoated grange, instead of idle in a moated

o e, it had been more to the purpose_whether of art or lįfe'" īo

Even among the landed genĘ idleness required an explanation:
'Sir Michaeī had gone to his dressing-room to prepare for dinner
after a day of lazy enjoyrrenĻ that is perfectly legifimate for an

rnvaļr(l. '.'

Thjs did not mea that one 'Ųļ/as never to relax' A-lļowa ce was

made for recĪeatįon, in tļe literaļ se se that ties it to the pattern

of work. Thomas Arnoļd, on vacation i the ltalian lakes, must resist

the temptation 'to bring one's family a d liv-e here ' ' ' abandoning

the tine of usefulaess Ļd activity" which he has in England; he

must reme ber that recreation is i tended only 'to strengthen us

for work to come.'?2 Or, in a variation of the same idea, Ruski

tbinla playfui rest entirely justified 'during the reaction after hard

ļabour,^and quickened by satisfaction in the accomplished duŲ or
perfected resu-lt." t'
' Īhe gloriffcation of work as a suPreme virtue, with the accompaay_

ing scoĻ of idleness, was the corrmonest theme of t}e prophets of

""Ļotoo'; 
for the full meaning of a lįfe of work was identicaļ i

outward action (apaĖ from theĻter al discipline of the character)

with a life of moral earįestDess. \Ų. R. Greg, *'iti"g on what CarŅe
had do e for his age, concluded:

He has infused into it something of his owII ĮrDcoĪnPromisį g

ea]aeshess. He has preached "p the duŅ and the digįity 
_of

'woRE' wit}r an eloq'irce whicĖ has often made the idļe 
-shake

69. Thomas Är otd tįe Youager, Passages Įn aWot ettnglrfe (r,ondon' i900),

o.Ė' 70. 'Not.. 6 ĮdiĪ'lai ," Worlęs, 71, 496.

7i. M. į. Braddon, i.adg Aud]et's Sectet (2 vols' Leipzig 1882)' 9''h'p'9'
p. 1e4.- 

72. Stadey, Lrfe, appendix D, sec. 5, pp' 700-l'-
7s. st įe; of veīļįe-, s' chap. 8, sec. 75, in Wark's, lļ, l9&
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off their idle ess, and the füvolous feel ashamed of their frivotity.
He hes_proclįimed, in tones that have stirred muoy hea.ts, thät
in toį however hr: ble, if honest and hearŅ, lie oĻ Eue worth
and felicity here below. *Blessed is the man who has for:-od bis
work," he somewhere says: 'let hįm ask no otļer bļessedness.. r|

flhese various 
'1ęeningS 

of the term and their connection with ear est_
ness, first leamed by Carlyle in his p,ritan home, are brought out
mo-re explicitly by Newman in a sermon that starts from the qiesuon,-Why- were we sent into the world?" Was it merely -to Ļe foi
ourselves, to ļive for the lust of tįe moment ' . . wiįhout any 2;m
beyond this visible scene? . . . \{hat a contrast is all rh;s to t{e end
of lifą as it is set before us i our most holy Faithl. For there we
learn that *vle are not he.re, tļat we 

^^y 
go to bed at įight, a d

get up in the morning, toiļ for our bread, ā a d driįļ<. IaĮsh and
joke, sin when we have a rrrind, and reform when *" Ļ &"a "īsinning, rear a family a d die." We are aot here, that is, to live like
George Eli-ott Leisure. on tļe conhary, 'every one who breathes,
high an{ Iow, educated and iguorani yo,urg and olģ -* *ā
wo trnl has a rrission, has a work'?o Īhe ord *rrrissio - is im_
Portant Ä Christia was not.o{y t-o work (as opposed to being idle),
but to work in the right qpirit_that is, with įhį ,"*" of hivins'a
PuĪPose or mission for which he had speciaĮ gifts and to whichie
was dedicated: the service of God i _his 

seāu]ar gaĪĪing' Äud bv
doing so, ļ" 9 served himseļf because he developed his"god-give;
talenĻ to the end that he mi8ht not be charged at the day o"f ,uĒkorr_
fog T9 : _r"r, Iamp or the rr:r-gi* loin. The sfudenį at Rugby
saw in Arnold a man whose work 'was fouaded on a deep ,"*"" of
its duŲ lto God] and its value [to the indirriduaļ].- From lĻ p."""pt
and example they learned 'a hrrmble, profound, and most ,äugio".
co sciousness that work is the appointed calling of ma on e"arth,
the end for which his various facuļties were giien, tļe element in
which his nature is ordained to develope itsāf, and in which his
progressive advance towards heaven is to lie." It was thaĻ aįd not

-74. 
w. R. Greg, 'Ki"g']"y and carlyle," LĮtaaq atd SochĮ ]ĮdgmeJįts, 1' 17L.

The guotation is from Pag, and. Present' Blt, ĪĪĪ, chāp. Įr, p. l97.
75. Newman, Sentoīs atd Dļscourses' ed. c. F. ita'rotä, ą 15s, t55. This ser-

moa, c^lled'God's Ītrill the End of Life,- is an excellent statemeDt of the Cbristian-
YļdŅ* theory of_worĻ and is pointedly diĪected agaiast the yorldly, ,-"āā
lįfe. of the time. It füst appeared i uscoį''ses edį'ešsed to Mļįed' cägr.g,,t,,ru'
Į848.

r
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, y meĪe injunction to work, which the Rugby sons of the genĘ
fou:rd so impressive i tle master's teaching. 'Every pupil was made
to feeļ that tļere was a uork for him to do_rhaį his happiness as

well as his duŲ lay in doiug that work weļļ. Hence an indescribabļe
zest was communicated to a youag man's feeling about life; a s a ge

ioy came evsr him on discoveri g that he had the means of being
r:sefuļ." īs For the upper classes in the thirties, as for oļd Leisure,
tįis was a novel idea. They had always imagined t}rat 'Iįfe-was uot
a task . . . but a sinecure." ī7 '

Such a misapprehension leads directly to the wide gate and the
primrose path. For 'leisure is tļe occasion of all evil" and Satan
finds work<f a kind_for idle hands to do. Idļeness is thus Dot onļy
a sin because it is an abrogation of Gods w'r]ļ and especially repre_

heusible in the case of Dives, witļ his se suaļ enjoyment of the
ļrrxuries of wealth; it is a]so a dangerous oPPortuĪity to take 'the
first step in the dow ward path which leads to heĮ." 'WoĄ therefore,
has the further vaļue of being a safeguard against temptation_and
a]l the better if it is constanL The man who keeps busy eveņy hour,
doing all t}e duties of his sociaļ anį famiĪy life, "is saved a muļtitude
of si s which have not time to get hold upon him." ?8

Finally, if everyone had his parricular work, he aļso had one in
corrįmon Īvith alļ otļer Cbristians, a spirifual mission or gal]ing to

serve God irr His eternaļ warfare with Satan. To that end he was
to set before the world a high example of the Christiaa spirit: by
his conversation, by a scrupulous fuIffIment of aļļ his duties, and
by helping to carry forward the great battle against socia-l evil a:rd

sufiering. 'Do we not klow," asked Amold in one of his sermons in
Christįan Life' * . . . tļat there is an infinite voice in the inffnite

sins and sufierings gf griĪli6n5 which proclaims that t}e contest is
raging around us; that every idle moment is tĪeason; that now it

76. Boīr y ftige in $įgnlgy ' Ltfe, &ap.2, pp. 374.
77. Cf. }ames Martineau, "Dr. Ärnoļģ" a review of Stailey's Lžfe' Essags, R*

olellss, anĮ! Aįļdtesses (4 vols. London, t890), I, 6&4: 'His general theory of his
ofice may b stated thus;_the peculiar character of the EngĮzsh gentLemn Ļ-ing
assumed as aa historical datum, tļe aim of educatjon shouļd be to-įenerate aad
pewaile tbis ĪPith a spirit of Christian seif-regulation. He 1as aware how great
įas the revolution implied in the accomplishment of this end; that moral herois
must take the place of feudaļ independence; devout allegiance, of personal self-
will; respect for faithfuļ worĻ of tļe ambition for careiess idleness; maniy dm_

Plicity ald eaJiaeshess, of gentlemaily poco-aranteĮvn . . ."
78. The quotations are from Newman, Patochļaļ Sermons' Ą No. tl, p. 168.
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is the time for unceasing efiorts; and that not till the victory is gained
may Christ's soldiers throw aside their ar s, and resign themselves
to enjoyment arrd to restP ī9 For the upper classes tļrat broad ission
centered, in Evangelical minds as weiļ as in Arnoļd's, on the object
for which Wilberforce, among others, had founded the Society for
Betteriag the Condition and Increasi g the Comforts of the Poor.
An enormous amount of private cha.iiy complemented the long series
of Parliamentary measįįĪes (prison reform, sanitation, t}re slave ade,
factory acts, mine acts, laws for the prevention of cruelty to children
a d animaļs, etc.), aud in both fieļds, a Primary motįvatįon was th
service of God.8o

But not the onJy motivatio - Philanthropy and legislation might
eĪio serve the cause of sociaļ order and lesse the threat of revolution.
Indeed, the Puritan doc ine of work wouļd never have been stressed

so much, I think, had the prophets not felt that aristocratįc idleness
had to be exorcized if society were to be saved. The fate of the ldle
AristocĪacy and t}ierefore of the corrnny fills Carlyle with despair. 'A
thinking eye discerns ghastly images of ruĻ too ghastly for words;

a handwriting as of MENĘ MENĒ." And so, *be counseĮeģ" he
tells them, 'aįcertain if no work exist for thee on God's Earth; if
thou find no corr anded-duŲ there but that of going gracefully
idļe? AsĻ inquire earnestly, with a haļf-frantic earnesbress." They
wiļļ soon learo that the very possession of the la d obliges them 'to
ftrnish guidance and goveruance to Eng]and] and to rrrarļage theiĪ
estates, improving the soil and caring for the men who are ow
'ploughing, ditching, day-drudging; bare of back, empŲ of stomaĄ
,igh āespārate of heart" 8į When Ärnoļd made such a tremendous
efiįĖ to-conrrince į:he sons of the gentry that each had 'his work
and missiorr in the world" which it was his bounden duŲ to do, he
was thinking aļmost as much about t}re needs of England as t}rose o!
their immoįal souls. one of his Rugby sermoĪŅ leaves no doubt of
it. 'I htow," he says,'and you larow aļso . . . that neglect and selffsh

carelessness on the one side [that of the Rich], have led to suspicion
and bitter habed on the other [that of the Poor]," so that both classes

have come to think of one another as naturaļ e emies' Cooseguently,

79. Chtļsttan Lrfe, No. 6, pp. 60-l.
80. For a converrient summaĪy, see Canon Smyth's essay _Tlie Evangelicaļ Discļ'

pĮi e," i ldces end. BeĮģs of the Vžcįorbtts' pp. 97-104.' 8Į. Pasį ard PresetĖ, Bk. III, chap.7, p. l73; ch P. E, pp. 176, ļ7E; Bk. M
^ļ'ep. 6, p.284.
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men of weaļth and rank [like ourselves] must learn to 'ins rrģ
relieve, and improve . . . those who, from PoveĪty and iguorance,

have great o"uā th"t re]ief and insh:uction should be given them'-

otherįise, 'God will soon come and smite the earth wit}r a curse'" 82

The writer, too, in so critical a time had his work to do' On no

ac.coīįnt was he to live a ļife of aesthetic pleasure; for the sense of
crisis created a literary duty and an aĖistic conscieDce. One recaļļs

the at action Tennyson fe]t for the Paļace of Art a d t}re efioĖ he

made, under Apostolic infuence, to bring his poeĘ to bear 9n the

problems of thĮ age. But with uneven success, as the ambiŅty
ät'tt" Paļace of Art'suggests. "Alas for mel" he said to Haļlarrr,

Ī have more of the Beautifuļ than tļre Goodl" To which Haļlam
replieģ -Remember to youĪ cornfoĖ that God has-given yoĪļ t9 s-T

t]'rį difierence. Mauy a įoet has gone on btindly i his aĖist pride'"-ss

Ä eeneration ļater Ruski:e confessed he felt 'tormented between the

r" irrg for rest and for lovely life, anģ the sense of the terrific call
of Ēori* crime for resistance and of human misery for help"; and

he presently found that he could not paint or read or look at minerals,

o, äo ,oythirrg else he Lked, 'because of the misery that I ļgrow of,

and see signs- of, where I ļrnow it noĻ which uo imaginatiol T"
interpret tčo bitt".ty." Therefore, he would do what he could (i his

later political and äconomic work) 'to abate this misery'"8'As with

moraiearneshess in general, the gospel of work, rooted in Puritanism,

was preached with sįcial vigor 'n a period so desperately in need of

social action and i tellectual guidance.

I the middle class, where the Puritan hadition was s ong, tle
reĮigious theory of work was a commonplace, but all of its mai
feairres *"ru įh" naturaļ requirements or the nah:raļ aims of an in_

dus iaļ society and would have been adopted, in a secular fomĻ

regardless of any Christian in-fuence. The arraignment of idleness, tie
vjue of work for the development of the individuaĻ and the sense

82. Sermans,2, No. 31, PP. 33t-2.
83. Menah of Tenngsoi,- 7,81. Cf. Carlyle's criticism of Scott, above' p' 227'-

Kingsley,Akon.Locke,-chaP.Į,PP.H'lld-!:criticismofÄmoļd'sTheStragel
R*7"a;: ļn Frcseįs Magaz;ne, 

-s-9 (1849), 578-9 (at ibuted to him by Thorp,

iįesleg, p. l92): ..\Ųhaī has he tau ht_us? . ... '\try'hen the world is heaving and

,oi,i"ģ the agonies, either of a dāatlr-su-uggle' or. a new birth-hour . . . is he

. - . -'ot"ot to siĪ and ffddļe whiļe Rome is buming7' He goes oD to co Pļįi' thst

Arnold is'taking no active PaĪt in C,od's work'''
E4. Letter w;'tte i 186į, IVorks,38, 450; Fots ChoĮgerc,l, Letter r (lefl),

in'worl-s' 27' Į3.
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of a mission both to serve socieŲ-in onds particutar ceĪĪing a d to
further the larger destinies of t}re human ,"į", *"r" aļ ostĻ rrruch
the ideals of business as of Protestantism,

In com:rrerciaļ socieŲ, needless to say, idleness is a vice. It is the
unf_ o:givabl*economic_sin. A writer in Fraser s for Jaauary Į85Į,
9elebJaĘg the vas-t increase of ma ufacturinģ, commffgį, and Ļealth,
fould indications'fuI of promise for tļe futr:ie, that idleness, whethei
in the hig1rer or lower classes, wiĮ not be much longer tolerated_
that it witļ _!Ęose the rich ļan to conterrpĻ and thi PooĪ a to
punishment " 8o Īhe co temPt for the 'un orking' arisįocrat whic}r
the bourgeois invariably feeļs is evident in Pos, čnįļ, Present:

Is there a ma who pretends_to live luxuriously housed up;
screened fro alļ work . . . he himse]f to sit serene, amid down-
bo]sters and appĮiances, aud have alļ his work a d battĮins done
by otĮrer men? And such man caļIs hjrrse]f a nobĮp-maX? . . -

Fo? fu sits; professes, not in soĪĪow but in pride, that he a d
his have done no worĻ time out of ind. If is t e law of the
Fd, Td is tļo9ght to be the law of tļ-re U iverse, that he,
aļone of recorded men, shall have no task laid o, him. excej
that of_eating his cooked victuals, and not flio 

"g 
himseE oįt

of vd dovi/.8s

Pļdy' this noble-man į5 gfhing but a parasite, li"iog o tļe work
of others; aIrd_ CarĻle is eĘxessing the oĮuaged se se"of injustice_
and perhaps the envious scor _wfuch the wārke'rs of the wļrld feel
for įhose whom they supPorL By middle-class moĪes .ll -"n -*įworĻ or at_a y -rate-they ust have worked in the past (before
retirement) for what they possess.

85. Vol. 43' 14. In like mamer the view of recreation noted above (p. 24i]) is ąs
uch a. business as.a retigious view. 'With the Arnold and Ruskin q"oĻuoĮ'gi"ā

}er3 tlļsuagng the-principĮe taid dow by Wilberforce, er"at""i vi^' īį īnĀ--fu"P' !"Ļ-7' 'T.J, .Pj. 
346.), d. 

-Macauļay's-comment 
on Sunday i" hi" ,p"""h_

on tļe Ten Hours Biļl (Trevelyan, Life ģ LorĮĮ MacauĮag, z, tw Į.1..whi. į-
dusty is susp_endeģ while the r_lory lies in the fr:rrow, *hi" tį" Er"h;8"Įā";į
whjle no srr:oke ascends frbm the factory, a process is going on quite aiimpo*anĮ
to the wea]tį of nations ,s ,ry p.o""'š *hich is pe*Įrrrša oo'-or" .ri a*..Man, the machine of machines, the macbine comįared with which ,x tĖ" į;;_
Eivances of the \Matts ald the Arkwrights are *orįhļess, is repairing a d wināi.r
_up,-so that he retrrrns to his labors on the Monday with cļįarerĻt"Į"į-*itĒ
Įvelier spirits, witļ renewed co1poral vigor.-

19.^Bt. , chap. 8, p. Į79. Cf. BIl Ę chap. L2, p.202, ald Bk. Īv, ^Ļ,P. ,p. 283.

h
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'Work is a]so_in a otheĪ parallel with religious teaching_the

means by which o e develops his natural taĮents and by which his

advanceio*ard hrrman perfāction can be measured' The s uggle io

transform natural ."ro*į"' into the finished product, to outdista ce

ood. competitors in tlie market, or to managĮ a gĪeat 
99nce1n' .de;

marrds, 
"rrä 

th"r"fo." inevitably develops, certain moraļ and inteļIectual

facuļties which come to be thbught of as the whole of virtue. ''What_

soever of moraĮity and of iuteĮigence; what of palience, Perseverance'
faithfulness, of method, insight,Ļgenuity, energy; in a word, whatso__

ever of Stength the man Ēad i -him wiļt ļi, wĪitte in, the 'Work

he does. To čork, why, it is to y himseļJ against Nature' and her

everlasting unerring Laws; these *i]ļ t"lļ a true verdict as to the ma '"
And CarĻle go"r- oo "į 

oo"" to spea\ of cotton sp-irming' and

įī"į*, är 1oi" Bull a d his "railwaįs, fleets and cities'" In another

įĮog", whļre the same i dus ial qTļi s are mentioneģ Carlyle

äaa",Ļ words one ca:r. ot imagine on the Įips of Ar old or Newman'

'All these, aĮĮ tlirtues, in wreitling with the dim bnrte Powers of

Fact, in oid".irrg of t}y fellows i -such wrestJe, tĪwre and eĮseuhere

not at oIĮ, thou-wilt continuaĮly learn."87

one virLue in particular, esįecially dear to PuĪitanjsm' was de-

*roį"a by thi. ä'rsclpline-setr-a""ia' When his father dieģ Joh"
ThoĻto n tlortr' aÄd South had to leave schoo] and' support the

family by working in a drapery shop_ for. filieen shiĮliĪįgs a rreeļc
;turįĻoĻ., maniged so thĻ I puj-by three out of these fffteen

.įri ; reŅarly."this made thā begĻning; this ta]ļgh! me se]f-

deniaļY, No , *Ė"r, he is a wealthy mill owler, he credrts his success

to 'the habits of life which taught me to despise induJgences nct

thoroughly earned and ex1rleins Ļe Jaiļl:re oJ others to cļimb the

]adder"r. i'thu nafuraļ prrnis_hment of dishonestJy-enjoyed.pleasT"' 
".t

some former period oi their ]ives. I do not ļook o self_i duļgeDĻ

sensuaļ peoplä as worthy of my hatred; I simply Įook upon thrcm

with con-temĻt for tļeir įoo.o"'. of character"'88 This has pr_eo;eiy

th"-ilā {iäuo. of evaaĮehcal ChristiarriŲ, yet it is derived from

;;;;" necessĘ and e wilļ to succeed. Was it an Evangelical

who wrotą *To abstain from the enjoyment which is in our power'

or to seek distant rather t}an immediate results, aĪe among the- most

painful [and necessary] exeĖions of the_ hrrman wiĮ"? The distant

Įo"rt' *ign have beän the enjoyment of heavenly salvation' but in

87' Ibid., Bk. ĪĪI, chap- 5, pp' 158, 160; chap' rr' p' 198' The itaļics are ine'

88' MĪs. GaskĄ chap. 10, pp' 97-a'
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Point of fact they were coĪĪuĪļerciaļ success a d the author was the
political economisĻ Nassau Se ior.89

Furthermore, surprising as it may seem, the industrial conception
of work included the idea of a mission. ManuJacturers and workers,
it was often said, were engaged i a vast crusade to subdue nature
for the benefit of man and thus to s engthen England and further
the progress of civiĮizatio . No doubt rhis v/orthy PurPose in its pure
form never existed outside the minds of writers like Macaulay, Carlyle,
or Kingsley. But many a businessman with oue eye on making a
fortu_ e sineerely imagined that he ''725 aĪso serving a great cause.
Mrs. GaskelĻ who had studied Manchester at ffrst hand a d knew
many of its businessmen, created a mill e1; sl who boasted of the
personal power he had attained but aļso called manufacturers like
himseļf "the great pioneers of civilisatįon." And it is her experience
whirch is reflected by Margaret Haļe's discovery of something ļarge
and grand in the interesb of the Milton capitaĮists. 'There was muāh
to ad:rrire in their forgetfr:lness of themselves arrd the presenĻ in
their anticipated Eiumphs over alļ irra imate matter at some future
time, whjch none of tļem shouļd live to see.'9o

Moreover the idea of progress, though often lį ited to materiaļ
advancą had a wider meaning, as.we laow, and one whic}r gave
aĪl mg , not just indus ial leaders and workers, a high sensā of
missio_n: to take paĖ in the great maĪch and sEuggle of manJcind up
from barbarism to civilioatįon. Under 1Ļę ning title of 'Life 'ā
Soļdier's Battļe"' (Arnold's phrase, we remember, for tļe Christįan
life), Samuel Smiles, the popular author of SeIf-HeŲ, described the
'consta t succession of nobļe workers"_cuļtivators of the soį in_
ventors, manu-facfurers, artisans, poets, philosophers and Polįtįcians,
all working together to car / socieŲ forward to stjļl hiģer stages.gį
Past and Present cļoses witļ the inqpiring image: 'Ploughers, Spinners,
Builders; Prophets, Poets, Kings; Brindleys and Goetįes, orlins arrd
Arkwrights; all martyrs, and noble men, and gods are of one graud

89. PoĮįthaļ Economg (Ērst ed. 1836; London, 1872)' p. 59.

-90. 
North ŅSouth' chap. 15, p. 145; ehap.20, pp. 193_4. This suggests that

Plugso. of Undershot ĪĪdth his uobĮe sociaļ purpose_in additįon to his ig obļe de_
siĪe to be a miļļionaire_is not a figmeut of Carlyle's imagilation: seē Past and
Prcsent,Bk. IĪĪ, chap. 12, p. 208'

9l. SeĮf-HeĮp' chap. l' p. 25' This book was a popular surrgration of iDdufiial
et}rics for the working class, preaching in simple phrases wit}r iļlustrative aaecdotes
tļe same Prrritan_business virtues which Carlyle extoĮed in CarŅese. There is a
useful essay o Smiļes by Asa Briggs in, Vbtorfun Peopb.
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Host; immeasurable; marching ever forward since the beginnings of
the World. The enorrtous, all-conquering, fame-crowned Host, noble

anery soldier in it; sacred, and alone obļe." 8' That exaļted con-

""pĖoo 
of history gave life a meaning and a significance for _the

Vįtorians which-wā can only envy, and endowed them, for aļļ their
alxieties, witļr a hopefut and buoyaat energ'y l-hat we have never

known. 'Be inspired,' cries Gladstone, brought up under the twiS
infuences of Evangelicalism and business, "with the beļief that lįfe
is a great and noble calJ_ing; not a mean and- groveĮinc_ i:g *'t
*e "i" 

19 5Ļrrfig through as we can, but an eĮevated and lofty des-

Ėny." ea

The Victorian gospel of worĻ derived from bot}r its reiigious and

economic life anā pieached the more earnestly because the idea of

crisis and the ideā of progress both calļed for dedicated action,

forrnd fr:rther suPPort from au unexpected quaĖer. As the difficuļties

of belief increased, t]he essence of religion for Christįans_and for

agnostics the 'meaning of Įife"<ame more and more to ]ie in
sĒenuous ]abor for the good of socieŲ. That was not onļy a rationaļ

aļter ative to fruitļess Įpeculation but also a practical means of

exorcizing the mood of ennui and despair which so often accompanied

the loss įt r"ltrr. For į.hese reaso s, a religion of work, with or

without a suPeĪnatįļĪal conteĄ came to be, in fact, the actuaļ faitļr

of many Victorians: it could resolve bot]r intellectual perplexiŲ and

psychological depression.' H"'e įain Carlyie is the major prophet,_for he himself, with the

help of Gāethe, had discovered the therapy of work in his own _'t*ggļ-"
witį doubt. Īn Sartor Resartus, the desperate mood of Teufeļsdrčrckh

is a refection of his own experience in the '"bļack years'' after 1818.

But he recognized that the same distress had affiicted Goethe and

Byron, and āany of the Romantics. Werther was the expression of

92. Bļq ĪV, chap. 8, p. 298. Īn Mill's essay "Theism," Three Essags on ReĮ;ę1on,

p. ?56, the ."rn" id", L gi""r, a fomulation that brings it very close to- t'he- re-

fugious-conception of Chrišt's soldiers figĮting_agaiĪļst sin and misery: 'A batt]e is

"ä"rt "tty 
goirg o", in which the humbļest human creature is not incapable of

taki"g so-ā p"irt, b.t*""r, the powers of good and those of evil' and in which

"rury-"u"o 
th; Šmallest help to the right side has_its-vaļue-in promoting t}re very

sļow and often almost insānsible PĪogĪess by which good is gradually gaining

ground from ewil, yet gaining it so visibly at considerable intervaļs as to promise

Ļ '"ry d;stant but no't ,r."ā*"i, ffnal victory of_Good." Aļso' cf. his "Inaugr:ral

Äddresi at SL Andrervs'" larrws Ü lohn S nrt MžĮ]' m E&lcatļon' p' 777'

9s' MorĘ, Life of GĮadstone, 1, Į84.
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'tļrat nameless UnresĻ the bĮind struggle of a soul in bondage, tlat
high, sad, longing DiscontenĻ which was agitati g every bosom" and
had d_riven Goethe 'aĮmost to despair." The corrnterpart in England
was "Byron's ļife-weari:eess, his moody melancholn and mad stormfuļ
indignation." Sartor Resartį.s was Carlyle's efiort to make Byron the
Įast of "the Sentimenta]ists" who 'iaged and waiļed," by preaching the
phiiosophy he had ]earned from Goetļds later noveĻ Wi'LheĮm
Meister: *For tįe problem which had been stated tn Werter [and in
'"The Everļasting No"], with despair of its soļution, is bere [and in _The

Everlasting Yea"] solved." By opening your Goethe, you ca close your
B1,ron.e{

Starring from a sudden uPsĪ]Īge of protest a d defia ce_t}ris I
wtll not believe, that the u iverse is a mechanism a d man a human
automaton-Teufelsdrcickh goes on to recover his faith by fnding
God immanent in nature, or felt in the heart at moments of exaļta_
tiorr when one is fiĮed with ļove and piŲ; from which he argues that
the voice of conscience is a god-given mandate, saying, aVork thou
in toeĮĮdoing''_that is, master the seifuh desire for personal happiness
and ļead a Įife of dutifrrl ļabor. But for aļl this the chapter ends
on quite anotļer note, for the simple reason that CarĶe couļd not
be]ieve in this reJigious philosophy with any steady convictįon. He
did not dįsbelieve it, often he diį. believe iĻ but more often he was
swept by renewed doubts of any suPerįatuĪaļ reality whatever and
thrown back again ilto the Wertherian-BFonic ood. In the very
year that Sartor was pubĮisheģ he wrote in his jor:rnal:

Wonderful, and alasl most pitifuI aļternations of belief a d un-
beļief in me.

For the last year my faith has lain ulder a ost sad eclipse;
I have beetr a considerably worse maĪl tha before.

oh for faiih! Truly the greatest 'Q9į anng 1cing miracle" al-
ways is fait]r and now more į:han ever. I often look on my
mother (nearly the oniy genuine Believer I know of) with a
kind of sacred admiration. Know the worth of Belief. Ą]ą5l gensį
thou acquire none? e5

94. "GoetĮe," Essays, .I, 2ļ7, 2l8, 224. Fot the consciouš linking of Īeufels_
drįjckh with Wert]rer and Byron, see Scrtot, Bk. II' chap. 6, title and pp. 156-7.
The famous injunction to substįtute Goethe for Byron is in chap. 9, p. 192.

95. Froude, CarĮgĮz: Fžrst Forty Years,9, chap. 14, pp. 880, 345; chap. lį p.
354. AJthough he ļater qpoke in the Rernļnįscences' p. 282' of having conquered

G($
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In such ciĪcu ļstance t}e one way he couĮd acqulre a faith was

pragmatically: by proving i1, 1th_in exPerieĪrce'' rfris ptdiple'is r".ounced at the staĖ of the finaļ section' Since
'all Speculation is by natuĪe eDdless, formless, a vortex amid vor_

tices,-^it is only by an 'indubitable ceĖainŅ of Erp_erience' tļ11 con_

viction can "find aĪly centre to revolve round, and so fashion itself i to a

system. Most ue i. it, 
", 

a wise man teaches us, that'Doubt of any sort

c.įrļrrot be removed except by Actįon.'"'u But Dot any action: ān u _

selfish actioą something oru 
""o 

caĮl a duŲ' 'Let him who gropes

Painf',rļly in āarhess or"uncertain light," he continues, ' ' ' ' lay this

įthe. piecept well to hearĻ which to me was of invaluab]e servicel

'no tIĻ Ditg uhich kes nearest thee,' wlljrc}, thou howest to be a
DuŲl Thy sįcord DuŲ will already have become clearer'" If duŲ
į"rJ ."r"r' to sma1l "od 

i-*"di"te tas}s, in the ne.lct paragraph it
takes on a larger and general meauing aĘPlicable to lįfe as a whole:
-The Sifuation"that hJoot its DuŲ, its tāāa1 was eveĪ yet occuPied

by man.- The Ideaļ is not a romantįc dream of personal hippĪ:'''
ii""į"bl" of reaĮization, but a goal, a Īif" !"Po'", toward which

one įa skive witļ all his enerģ. It is the highest Potentiaļ attain_

mįnrwhich, given the outwardĮonditions and circrrmstances of Įife,

Ļy individuaĪ wit}r a particuJar talent could hope_ to reach by con-

ceĻated efiort and sĖuggle.'? To discover that ldeaĮ a d then to

PuĪsue it is not only to JJoo"'' duty_(the word points the co ast

Ļth 
"oy 

egoistic ''ui"i"g 
for personal happiness), but a]so to 

_win
'sįi.itoir EĪnfranchisem"ir roi the vital ēnergies ?l Ho 

':" l":Ę
dĮomed up aud paralyzed by doubt a d i decision' Hence the finaļ

exhortation which climaxes the chapter:

I too could now say to myself: Be no longer a Chaos' but- a
'World, or even Wortdhī- Producel Producel Were it but t}e

pitifuliot inf,nitesima] fraction of a ProducĻ produce iĻ.i Gods

iamel Tis the utmost thou hast in tļee: out with iĻ then' Up'

Ļ-*ī_*y .opu"'*,s, agonising doubtings'' t}re;ea t825 (i.e. before he started

satori,he_we t on aį onc"Īo say' "ihad, in efiect'.gaineįu imeuse wictory;

;li;;-*';,*b; gears,had, ii qpite of nerves an'd chagruĄ "::P'-T:T,d
hroļĻ"., . . . which-esserrtļaĮJy remains with me sti|J' though far ?fteY ecĮ?.Y'
;äi;; j;", Joo,o, th"o thän- The italics are mine. Even in the chapter "The

E";ri;į; Y;"j when he refers to the struggle for belief "i a.u Ätheistic Cen-

or*;ī- īeal' īe admits tĮat to me "was given, if not Victory' yet tĮe conscious'

,"ģ oi' rttt", and the resoļve to persevere tļerein'"_sa:-sī"*,'nk. 
u, 

"t"p. 
s, pp. īss-e. The w.jse an is Goet}re. The quotations

that follow are on PP. 19&-7.
t/, See Bk- tr, chaP.4, P' 119'
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upl'\ĄĄatsoever_ thy hand ff deth to do, do it with thy whole
might. Work while it is- called Today; for tįe Nlght'"omĮĄ
wherein Do maĪļ co. work.

out of its conteĄ who wouļd įot suPPose tļrat this was the Srrndav
serĪnon of- an EvangeĮical preacher? or, sutt more ļikely' th" Īāį
chant of-thc Captains of Industry to their handsP p*itäri'i t#-
ness, and doubt met together to write the gospel of work. i"-tbį
Passage the moral_and p_sychological_valuģ it shoutd u" *u*ą
lies not in what one'acfually produĮes but in stuggling with "il;Įmight to achieve the uturost įne has iD bjm to piāduäe. rhis is pā
fectly calculated to āns\iler the se se or futifity_*r; ;hr;;:i-
accomp}Jsh-arryway feeling_which is integral to the mood 

"f 
d*;ā-

ency. Aad when the creati1-e chellgngę is ādded, the sick so"] i' ieaĘ
to respond to the "Up, upl"

_ Älthough this ethic cāuļd stand a]one, as we shall see' Carlvle
lļŅ įt to' hi; reli'erou:' faith by the p_ragmatism *hi"h ;;;-tį;;
the gospeļ oi work will prove its crede tįa]s a d show b/ practice
tļrat the ma date of conįience,'Work thou įn weĮtd,oiīįį,- 'į;Į"d:
given. Įh9 ar_gumenĻ Ī thinĻ was mainly psychologidi. B"-i-_
mersing himself in action,-conceived as the į,rrĻrit * Äy i.-äai"tu
'd:Ī 

o. of the larger work he was best ffttįd to ao, h"'"odJ qoiĮh-*lo an1r"ry (the reiterated imperatives of the ff"J;;;;;_Produceļ hoducel_have a ote that is a]most franti")'"od-;i;
a seĪŅe of health and welļ-being. Theą in that happi". ratu ;i;t"ā
Ī,":I9 fu* *:, really all wās weĮ; 

""a 
*r"ty Ļ"*was; c"d;

and obviously this ethical qgeq which gave Įrim peace was His will
That ļast conclusion was aļl the easiei to draf si ce the ethic oĪwork which he forrnd in Goethe wįįs so si ilar to tļe ethic h;ilā
learned in his Puritau home.

"_1įrT,' 
this backgrorrad we can-readily rrnderstend why idleness

tor Uįįrļyļe was something woĪse tļan a siu. It was .perpetual 
d+.

: .i.." 
* For- it opened the door not to evil temptations] 

". 
it aia to,

Ņewman'and the-Ęva3g-elicals, but to .self_listenfigs''"If{"* .rl";;impotently painful dubitations, aļl this fatal " sāIogy;i **"i;maladies, so rife in our day."r, No wooder he praūä tl" ,.uįJoīof the mo ļa for being free fro 'a diseased ,ärr_i"tĮįĮ;;;:';
98. Pcs, andPrese , Bk. ĪĪĪ, chap. ļļ' p.196.
99' LĮfe ģ SterĮžng (Issr), Pį Į; ch.P: l, p. 8. For exg ģ ;c**,il'ä"į"Į:*" Frouāe, ö" bi iļ*-iffl:;':į,Hj: i:8ļ-2' and Letters, 182Ļ18są PP. 8rĻl4

\
B

EÄnNEsTNEss 255

agonising inquĘ." too Īheir dutįes were clear; above a]I, their sįrPreme

dity to įorl roa""ą *properly speaking, aļl ue Work is Religion:
and whatsoever Religion is ot Work may go and dwell among the

Brahmins, Antinomians, Spinning Dervishes, or where it wiĮ; with me

it shaļt have no harbour.'' This exaggerated staterrent of the ancient

ma-rim Laborare est orore, which had been emphasĻed by the Prrritan

moralists of the Reformation, occurs in tle chapters *Labour" and
*Reward' n Past an'd, Present,'oļ where the final message of 'The
Everlasting Yea- is expanded and cast into a simpler- form' ift": 9"
oPening pĻagraph spāak of idļeness as 'perpetual despair," _and 

t}e
oį*t r"i6ro"ā. tī."t'the latest Gospel i this world is, Kn9g7 t}y work
and do iĻ" the cen aļ Passages foļlows;

It has been written, 'an endless signiffcance lies in WorK; a

man perfects himseļf by working. Foul jrrngles are cleared away,

fair ieedfieļds rise insiead, anā stately cities; and withal the

ą himsęlf ffrst ceases to be a jungle and fouļ unwhoļesome

deseĖ thereby. Consider how, even in the meqnest sorts of

Labour, the whoļe sou] of a maį is composed into a kind of

real ha:mony, the instaut he sets himseļf to workl DoubĻ Desire,

Sorow, Remorse, Indiguatioą Despair itse]f, āļl these like hell-

dogs lie beleaguering-the souļ r-f : poor dayworker, as 
_of

,ršry -*, buį he Ēends h;mseļf with free valour agains1 his

tast, a"d aļl these are stilled, a]l these shrink mr:rmrrring far

ofi into their caves. The mau is ow a man The blessed glow

of Labour j him, is it not as puriĻing fire, wherein all poison

is bur t up, and of sour smoke itseļf there is made bright biessed

fla eį 102

100. Pos, and' Pre*nt, Bk. IĪ' chap. 4' p. 60.

101. Speciffcally iį Bk. ĪIĪ' chap. t2' p. 200.

Io2. Bį. ĪII, chap. tr, P. t96. cf. Bk. I, chap. 8, PP' 37- '
tO3. cf. th. parigr"ph iust below tris ļpp. 197-8), where Goethe's'lDoubĻ

of rphatever H"d, "- bį ended by Actiou aļone" is again quotģ md t]re action is

olainlv indus iį This is a]so tnre, I t}rinĻ of tļe couclusion to 'The Everiasting

įea- iquoted iust above), since Carlyle must have had business in the back of

his j!ä 
"t 

I""ļt *h"o he chose tļe term "Produce" instead of 'Work" or "Labor"

or *ToiĮ- Ä Įittle earlier (Bk. ĪI, cbap. a, p. Ir8) he had spoken wit}r satisfaction

of a uew era of ..Industriaļis and tįe c,overD ent of t}e Wisesr'' The passage
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Seem'd but a drea of the hearĻ
Seem'd but a cry of desire.
yesl I believe that there lived
others like thee in the pasĻ
Not Įke the men of the_crowd
\Ųho aļļ rorrnd me to-day
Bluster or cringe, and ake life
Ilideous, and ariģ ald vile;
But souls temper'd witl ffre,
FervenĻ heroic, and gooģ
Helpers and füends oĪ anĻind.roz

Clearln tĮey are stilļ a drea:n of the heart and a cry of desire.

Tlre ūuce from cares which the vįqįgrians fou d in contemolatino
the hero is a Euce frorr the cares of living in a world ,"h*; ;i"J;l:
an acute sense of weakness, whetļrer enģendered by indecision and
enewating analysis (of abstract ideas or įersonal distress) or by tĮe
3*P_-g PressĮļĪe of 'fate a d circrrmstanįe.. The reactįon is psįcho_
Iogrcal and 

1o-stalglc. But hero worship was equally indebtedjģāį
tlļe same mincįs' as we have seen, notably i tļe case of Araold_to a
reaction against the same geueral environment which was dįdactic and
po1i|ve; which sought to meet t}re moraļ ueeds of a period of doubt
aad bour;eois democracy b.y exalting the hero, whethei i histo į;riļį
legend. It was because tļre-heroic image could serye so ambiguoĻly as
message and as compensatio tļat it won so conspicuous 

" 
pĖ". iltnu

Victoria imagination.

107. 'Rugby ep"Ļ" ļlnes t45-8l.

Änrgn 5 *u^, Ge hra*ą-Ą)
funr " a/rda/,,rfo-,y'fvo. 4k- 4^,t"^',

Ļ ,{an&n ' .fuė /r"r/'
chapter 18 Pre'a , /z/cc) '/ fd
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LOVE

Love for the maiden, crom'd with marrlage, no re-
grets for aught that has been,

Ēlousehoļd happiness, gracious ohilį1gn, debtļess c,om_

The AngeĮ įn the House_tļere in tļe title of CoveuĘ Patmords
fa ous poem is t}re essenĖaļ character of Victorian love (though not
its only Īorm il the period): t}e passion that was very much tempered

by reverence aud co-nff ed to the hom*that is, to potential or actual

marriage-and the object that was scarcely mortal. Otherwise love was

not tove but ļusL This conception looļrs like a curious blending of
Protestaįt eaĪįestDess a d Romantic enthusiasm, with a strong assist

from chiva]ric literatuĪe (as leady a soĮļĪce for womau worship as for
hero worship). But seeds explain nothing apart from the receptive soil
Ībe circl'mstances of Victorian socieŲ ade bliss connubial; anģ in_

deeģ even apart from love, decreed the exaļtation of family life and
femi ine character.

Ī. Home, Sueet Home

Ät the center of Victorian life was the family. Its ritual is well
loown: the gathering of tįe whole household for family prayers, the

atte dance together āt church on Sunday morning, the reading aloud

in the evening', ,u" enn ąļ family vacation. on the living-room table
lay family magrzines and the family photograģ albrrm. Since women

have alwap bįen concerned with the home, this special development
in the Victorian period must be atEibuted to a reorientation of the

ascuļine attįtrrde. In the eighteenth cenh:ry the cofiee house had

ļ. "Yasoess'" stsDzs lį 
34ļ

peteoce, goldeu meau.
TentgsonL
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often bee the center of mn.'s sociaļ lįfe. Īhere he s okeģ di eģ
rrrrote letters, discussed politics and literaturą and got d k A a _

ual for gentlemen' written in_117ą r:rged them to bāware -of thinking
domestic pleasures, cares, aud duties, beueath their noticej s the redil
cal $anqe_which-occurr_ed in tļe oext ceutury was recorded and partly
expJained by MiIl in Į869:

Īhe assooetion of men witļ wo e in daily life is much closer
a d rnore complete thnn iį ever was beforą Ment life is ore
domestįc. Form*ly, their pleasures and chosen occupations were
omong 

_-9o, Td in me1's ooļDPįļ y: their wives had but a įag_
e t of their lįves. At the present timą the ProgĪess of cįviįiā_

tįoą a d the trrrn of opinion against the rouģ a rrse e ts and
co vivial excesses which formeģ occupied most me įD their
hours of rclax46s legether with (it must be said) the improved
tone of odern feeling as to the reciprociŲ of duŲ whio binas
the husbaad towards the wifr-have thrown tįe man ve1y much
uroĪe uPo ho e a d ļts inmates, for his personal a ā sociaļ
pleasures: while the kį d and degree of inprovement which has
been made i wo en's educatioą hes Bąģg them in some degee
cgPabļe of being his companio s in ideas and entaļ tastes.l 

-

Better educatįon was hsĪdly a factor before the fffties, but tLe reactjo
against conviviaļ excesses aDd the greater sense of duŲ may be traced
to tļe Evāngelicaļ revivaļ Moreover, life beca e q'ę į9 ęęį r}rln
it had been earlier because of the ere existence of large families. The
improvement in edicaļ knowledge and staodards of sanitatio re-
dl"i"g infant mortality, and th9 general ignorance of contraceptives
(because informatįon lay under the severest sociaļ and legal restraints)
increased the size and compĮicated the problems of the ho ą Me
were required to give far more "-e and attentio to the business of
the family; and in the roiddle class that necessiŲ was reinforced Ļ
a.rrrbitio . Now tļat work had become the roea s not simply of main_
taining a family but of raising it oo the social ladder, fatherj were pre-
occupied with getting their sons i to the 'best" colleges at odord Ļd
Cambridge or setting 

"T -"p ļn a good profession, and marrying their
daughters to gentlemen of birth.'

\
\

^)

LOVE

But none of this goes to the root of the matter, for the gĪeater
nmouĪLt of family lįfe and thought wouļd not in itseļf have created'that
pecuĮiar sense of solemniĘ/'with whic}r" in the eyes of a Ųpical Vic-
torian lįke Thomas Aroold, "the very id,ea of family life was invested."'
That idea was t}re conception of tļe home as a souĪce of viĖues a d
e,glotions which were nowhere eļse to be fould, ļeast of a]ļ in business
and socieŲ.s And that in h D made it a piace radically difierent from
tļre surrorrnding world. It was much more than a house where one
stopped at night for temporary rest and recreation--or procreation-in
the midst of a busy career. It was a place aparĻ a waļļed garden, in
which ceĖain virfues too.easily crushed by modern ]ife couļd be
preseweģ and certai desires of the heart too much thwarted be
fu]fiĮed. Here is Ruski ļ definition i ' Sesame or Lilįes:

This is the tnre nature of homą-it is the place of Peace; the shel-
ter, Dot only from "ļļ i"j"ry, but from aļl terroĻ doubt, and
divisiou. In so far as it is not this, it is not home; so far as the
anxieĖes of t}re outer life pene ate into iĻ and the inconsistently_

minded, unli:nown, unloved, or hostiļe society of tļe outer world
is alļowed by either husba_nd or wife to cĪoss the t}reshold, it
c ases to be home; it is then only a part of that outer world which
you have roofed over, and lighted ffre in. But so far as it is a sacred
placą a vestal temple, a temple of the hearth watched over by
Household Gods . . . so far as it is this, and roof and fire are

types only of a nobler shade and Įight,_shade as of tļe rock in a

weary land, and Įight as of the Pharos in the stormy sea;_so far it
vindicates the name, and fuļfils the praise, of Home.'

Īhe ffnal metaphors of shade and light underscore the duaļ character
'of the Victorian home and refect its pqychological and ethical appeals.

It was botļ a shelter frozn the arrxįeties of modern life, a place of peace
where the longings of t}re soul might be rel]ized (if uot in facĻ in
imagination), and a shelter for those moraļ and spiritual vaļues which
the com ercial spirit and the critįcal spirit were t}reatening to de'
s oy, and therefore olso a sacred pĮace, a temple.

ā-ury a giru his sons a ff e cha ce." Cf. Mrs. Crafu', lohn IĮaĮtfex, GentĮenan,
chap. 29, p. 4Į2. See' in generaĮ above, Chap. 8, sec. 1.

5. staīļģ' Life ģ funoĮ,d, 
"h.p' 

4' p. 205. The itaļics are roine.
6. Cf. Routh, Moneg, MoraĮs and Mantert p- 742.
7. "Of Queens' Gardens," sec. 68, ir Wor'l<s, 78, 122- This lectrre of Ruskin's is

t}re most i Portaįt singĮe document I how for the chuacteristic ideali-_fim of
love, womar, and the home i Victoris tLoughr

z. see tļ. v. ļ{outi' Mo'pl' Moruļs ļ'nĮl MįnįerE a3 aeoeaĮ.ed' įn lloden Lļte,
trrre, chap. īo, "The ldea of Homc," p. 148, where the qrrotation may be fould"

2. See H. V. Routh, Moną, Morah atd Mawers as Reoeal.ed. įn Mo&n Lļįera-

8. The SuŲeaion of womert' chap. 4, p. 54o.
4. Cf. Mr. Vincy's remarl io' Mļddbtnarch, J, chap. 13, p. 179: "Īt,s a eood

Brtt-uh feeling to Ę and rsise youĪ &nily a ļįttļe: h my oplnion, its a fa rt

u3
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-Īhe 
peace it promised was Partly, to vary Ruski 's metaphor, tĮrat

of a roclc in the midst of a rushing streagr. Ās most baditio;aļ beliefs
and institutions on which stability depends were being questioned orta sformed, tļre Victorian clung the harder to the oldįsį of alļ adi_
tions and sbessed its ordered hierarchy and daily ritual. Here at a y
rate was sometĻing ffrm to stand on. But this, Ī thi k, was largely oo*o-
scious. The conscious association of family life w'ith securiĻ iook arr-
other form. The home b_ecame 'Ļe place where one luį.been at peace
and childhood a blessed tigre when huth was ceĖain and doubt with
its divisive efiects unkn-own. Iu the .shange ways of feeling and
thought" t}rat in later lįfe enveloped Pate/Jchild-i the housĮ and
Ieft him isolated and alone, he Īelt "the wistfuI yearrring towards
home.'s So dįd the skeptic i Froude's essay on hį*oi"Iä"rr, *ho
Iooked back to what wai Įiterally a paradise:'

God has "9" each our own Pararlise, our own oĪd childhood,
over which the old glories linger-to which our own hearts cļins.
as aļl we have ever loown of Heaven upon earth. A d there' as aĪi
earth's weary wayfarers turn back their toil-|aded eyes, so āo the
poor speculators, one-of whom is this writer,-whose Įhoughts have
gone as ay, who has been sent out lįke the raven from thJwindow
of the arĻ and flown to and fro over the ocea of speculation,
fodįrg no place for his souļ to resĻ no pause fo, hi' 

""Ėios 
*ion _

t5n bagk in- tho1trhĻ at leasĻ to thaį oH me or p""Įo-ui"Į
village churc_Ļtįrat child-faith_which, once lost, is nĻer 8al""dagain--sbange_ mptery-is nwer gained again_with saā a d
weary longingl

Plainly nostalgia of this kind helped to ideaļize the Victorian home.c

-A more important factor, working to lre sr-e end, was the impact
of modern busi ess. In the recoil frįm the CiŲ, the to-" *"rĻį*-
ated by tļ9 light of a p_astoral ima$nation. It coutd seem a "o,*įārpace and innggę11gg where ļife was kį d and duŲ naturaĮ '

8. Mlsce'Ilanea stįļįįbs. A SŅ3f z'1og-' (Neq YorĻ 19m), p. 1 į.
--g-rĘ.Nerne ļE ģ FaĮth, p. 116; and J. a gimrĻr passrge qioted above, p.
F' Īl,_'essa/ ls on pp. 10Ļ17. Tho nostalģ was fetį not'ooli. b" th;-;;Ī_lsto." but also, as Froude implies, by'eart 's weary 

".yfrr;1--ih;;r]ā;_creese of, emigra on to t}ie colonles brought tlre hoįesij-ess 
"r 

įī 
"-Jį-r"įmanyr_letter. lį tļe sa e essay, Froude ote (p. įt0): 'TeĪ -'-d t orth;

F"O t f, . fh_p -:y- have- scattered meo, here'is thelr treasu"e, for Lere thelrbf.rt hŅ been"; and hero they ofte- return as if to tio up the aroken 
'fub;;äi;f 

famlly may go together o -thc long h,-o w Ā ,h"', rbrį--.#PaĮ
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For something that abode endued
With temPle-like rePose, an air

Of life's kind PurPoses Pursued
Wit}r order'ā freedom sweet aud fair'

A tent pitch'd in a world not right
Īt seem'd, whose inmates, every one,

On tranquil faces bore the light
Of dutįes beautifully done.lo

In a sermon of Baldwin Brown's, \Ā/omen are told to remember t-he

need of "worļd-weary men'' and therefore to 'pray,- thinĻ-strive to

make a home so-etĖiog like a bright, serene, res uĻ joyful nook of

heaven in an unheavenly world."'ļ
In the home so conceived, man couļd recover t}e hrrmaniŲ he

seemed to be losing. Under the intense PressĮļĪe of competitive ļife, ho

felt more and morāhke a money-making machine, or a cog ;n ģe vasj

mecha ism of modern busi:resj. He waį haunted, as Routh has saiģ
by a specter staring back at him in the mirror, a hard-faced, dwarffsh

*ri""įlr" of himself, unpleasantly Įike the economic man''2 His emo-

tions of piŲ and love seerned to be drying up; he was-losing the sense

of reļateān;ss as superiors, inferiors, and equals were becoming actual

or potential enemids. But i the home he might escape--lom this 
11-

human world, at ļeast for part of every day (which was aļl he wauted)'

He might feel his heart beating again- in th-e agnos-phe-re of domestic

afiecuJn and the binding comįnionship of a family. It is signiĖcan-t

that whe Carlyle descriįed thį world of big business, he cal]ed it'a
world aļien, ooĮ yo* world . . . Dot a home at aĮ of hearts and faces

who are yo*r, Ļho'" you are'' and said that to live in it was to be
"witļ-rout iather, withouį child, without brother." Į8 But tļre hour s ikes

and atl that is lost may be found again: 'When we come home, we lay

aside our mask and drop o* toolsl a,,d are no longer--lawyers, sailors,

soldiers, statesĪ eD, cleigymen, but only men' 'We 
|all _ag1in 

into our

most huma relations, nihich, after aļĻ are the whole of what belongs

to us as we aĪe ourselves, and alone have the key-note of our hearts.

Īhere orrr skiĮ if skiļļ we have, is exercised with reaļ gladness on

ļ0.Patmore,..TheÄngelintheHouse,-Bk.Ī,endofCantoĪ,Poetns,p.69.Cf.
Bk. IĪ, Canto III, opening poem, p' l54'_-tī''t*"g 

Men änd iu""'. A Pastoru1 for the Trmes (Ī'ondon' 1871)' pp'

98-9.
12. Moneg, Morak and ĮĻtanners, pp' r41' Į!Ą'--
ī,' PN ;;d Ptesent, Bk. ĮV, chaĮ ĄP'274' Cf. above, Chap. 8, gtart of sec.

6, on economlc isoļgtioL
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home subjectf. . . . ĪV" cease the stuggle in the race of the world,
and give our heaĖs leave and leisure tiļįve." r.

Or at a ļower social and economic level, one escaPes from a cold,
9:1*:"'r:g Scrooge to the freedom a d warmth of tÄe family h;th:
Mark Rutherford was simply a more intelļectuaļ Mr. Wemmick when
he culLivated a deliberatā dissociation of his personaliŲ so that his"tue seļf'should not be stained by contact witĖ the seļf Ļat was sub_
jected to the peŲ spite ald brutaļ Ųranny of an office. Then on the
sboke of seven he could become himieļf aģainl 'I was on equal te;;
with my friends; I was Elļen's husband; IĻas, in short, a rian." And
he g-oes on to speak of happy evenings reading aloud with i, *itį.,į
Smalļ wonder tļre Victoria home wai sentimeitalįzed. I the reaction
from a heartļess world, the domestic emotions were released too

'9o1glĮ 
aad indrrl_ged too eagerly. Indeed, it may be only by th" ,ro_

abashed dl'pļiy of feeling- thāt o e ca p-uu .r.Ļirtrt 
"Ėty 

Įo 
"u 

tt 
"world, himse]f included, that he has a hįart. Barnes Newįome knew

his audience when he lectured at tļe Athe aeĮļm on Mrs. Hemarrs and
the poeĘ of į-he afiections:

A public man' a commercia] man as we welļ Įmow, yet his heart is
in his home, and his joy in his affections: the p.esence of this im-

ense a_ssembly here this evening; of the industrious capitalists; of
the inteĮigent middļe class; of thĮ pride and mainstay oi England,'l e operatives of Newcome; theseįurrounded by trrįi. *irr& 

"rrjtļ"1"M.e": (a graceful bow to the bonnets tä the right of ttre
platform), show that they, too, have hearts to feel, andiomes to
cherish; that they, too, feel the love of women, the innocence of
chiļdren, the ļove of songl įs

The Victorian home was not only a peaceful, it was a sacred, place.
\ilhen the ChristiaĪ traditio as it wasĻrmally embodied in ecciesias-
ticaļ rites and theological dogmas was losing iĻ ou on contemDoĪerv
society, and the infuence of tlre pastorate*was decļirrins' t 

"'tir.ir',chruch more and more became thJ-temple of the hearth.9'rr-f . *li
14. Froude, The Nenesļs Ę Faith' pp. 112-1s.

_ L5. Mark Autherford's Delioerance,' hap. g, pp. t06_7, Mr. \ e mick is Mr.
Jagger's derk in Dickens, Gted ExpecĮailoÄ. ''

ļ9. I a*eiay' The Neucomes, chap. 86, pp. s87J.
. 11: tr.G. K. ChesteĖon, fuļtobįog;Phg įftew Ymk, r9s6), p.20, speaking ofģg Ųįgtorians; "Theirs was t n a į"Įriri;" th"i;; Įr."a irį "uarĮ"į_.i*-ship tle hearth rrrithout the a]taĪ.- Ėe went o" to say tbat ..,hlr-;";"q"rļļy ;;,whether tley went to church at eleve o,cļocļ< . . ' ;;" reverently egDostįc orIatitudilaĪia .-

\\
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not entirely a metaphor. By the use of Christian Platonism, the home

was sanctified. As it was a sacred place for Ruskin because its roof and

ffre were types of a nobļer shade and light, so for Baldwin Brown it
was made by God, like the ffrst man, 'after a divine original." 18 To
Kingsley aļl domestic relations were "given us to teach us their divine
antiĻes [God the Father, Christ the husband of tļre one corPorate
persār, the Church, and all men children of the same Heavenly
Father] : and therefore . . . it is only in proportion as we appreciate
and understand t}e Ųpes that we can understand the antitypes." He
was even ready to imply that a bacheļor was at some disadvantage:
"Fully to understand tl're meaning of 'a Father in Heaven' we must be
fathers orrrselves; to ļrrrow how Christ ļoved the Church, we must have
wives to love, and love them." And to be religious, especially for a
\Ā/omaį, we must do good in those simple everyday relations and duties
of the family "which are most divine because they are most human." į9

In this way the moral authoriŲ and inspiration of the church was
being bansferred to the home without any apparent break wit}r tļ_re

Christian tĪadition.
For the agnostics, also, the home became a temple-a secular tem-

ple. For them the family was tļe basic source of those a]truistic emo-

Ļors tll"y relied upon tį take the place of t}le Christian ethic. It was

there, they thought, tļrat all who had thrown off the trammels of super-
stition might ļearn tļ-re "sentiment (1) of attachment, comradeship,
fellowshĻ (2) of' reoerence for t}rose who can teach us, guide, and
elevate ui, 1S; of looe which urges us to Protect, help, and cherish
those to whom we owe oĮļĪ hves and better natures."'o No doubt one

might, in facĻ ļearn quite difierent things, as Mill pointed-ouĻ but- in
itsįest forms he too recognized the family as "a school of sympathy,
tenderness, and loving forgetfulness of self." " As such, it was the

foundation for the Religion of HumaniŅ. These generous sentiments,

once.ļearned in the home, might be extended later to the human race
and the fufure of civiļization.'z

18. The Home LĮfe: tn the LĮght of Its Dioine ldea, p. 8-

19. Kingsley, Letters and MennrĮes, I' 186,222,381_2 (unabridged ed., l, Į90,

255,43r).
20. Frederic Harrison, Iectrrre on "Family Lįe,'' on Soctetg (London, t918),

p. 38. The lecture was given in t893, but the point of view goes back at least to

the sixties: see įhe next notes.

2Ī. The Subieaion of Wonen' chap. 2, p. 489.

22. T\lis paragraph, it wiļļ be noticed, is closely related to a passage tn Chap.
11, "EnthusiasmJ'pp.27Ī_2, above. Harrison, MiI, and George Eliot, ļike Īnost

of the agnostics who advocate a Religion of Humanity in some form or other, were
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But whether a sacred temple or a secįļĪįĮĪ temple, tļe ho e as a
storehouse of moraļ and spiritrral vaļues was ,' -,rįh an answer to in-
creasing comr ercialism a5 to įgglining reĮigion. Indeeģ it might be
:i9.th"j m1inly on the shouļders of its priesĻs, the wifĖ and oioth".,
fell the burden of stemming the am91ą1 and irreĮigious drift of moder
industriaļ socieŅ.

2. Womon

, of the.three conceptions of woma current in the victorian period,
the best loown is that of t}re submissive wjfe whose whoļe excĻe foi
being was to ļove, honor, obey_and amuse_her ļord and ma.ter, anāto ļa.įage his household and bring up his ch;Īį1en. In that rotį her
character and her lįfe were compleīef distinct from his:

Man for the ffeld and woman for the hearth;
Man for the sworģ and for tlre needle she;
Man with the head, and woma with the heaĖ;
Man to command, and woman to obey;
AļI else confusion.

Against tflat conservative view, spolcen by tĮre Prince's father irr Tenny_
son's poem,,8 tļe Princess lda rāpresenti tļe most advanced- tho,rgit.
she is the "new woma ," in r.evolragainst heriegal and social bo"digu
(and against tļe boredom of tife irr homes wheie servants and nurses
now do aIļ the household chores), and demanrling equal rights with
men: tļre same education, the same sufirage, the sameĮpporiunity for
professional and poĮitical caĪeers. Ida's pasiionate oratioi āor", nrith 

"proģecy which Tennyson hardly imagined would come Eue:

Two heads in council, *o ,oru"'Įf;"'ilx1į,
Two in the tangled business of tĮre worlģ
Two in the liberal offices of life,
Two plumnets dropt for one to sou d the abyss
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Of science and the secrets of the mind;
Musician, painter, sculptor, critic, more-2'

Behpeen tļrese two poles there was a middle position entirely charac-
teristic of the "_e in its mediaįion between conservatįve and radical
thinking. By all means let us -remove tĮe legal disabiļities and give
'more breadth of culhrre"; but higher education is unwise, the vote
is dubious, and professiona] careers are dangerous. For after aļļ woman
is nof man; she has her own nature and function in life, not inferior
to his but entirģ difierent; and the only test to apply to the'woman
question" is simply, 'Does this sfudy or this activiŲ hel or iniure her
womanhood?" That is Tennyson's stand, expouaded by the Prince a d
Įda at the close of the poem. Together they

' \Ą/ill clear away the parasitic forms
Ītrat seem to keep her up but drag her down-
\ ill leave her space to burgeon out of all
Withi her-let her make herself her own
To give or keep, to Įive and learn and be
Äll that not harms distinctive womanhood-
For woman is not undeveloPt mal,
But diverse.

Let be with the proud watchword of 'equaĻ'

partly lndebted for their idees on the fanily (aail tįerefore also on woman) to
ļu 5te Comte'-s Sysfėme ile polkĘue posltĮoe, ou traltė tle nch'logle, ļnsilĮtmnį
h reĮĮglon d.e lhumanbė (4 voļs. PaĪis, r85r-54). Fol a convenįent-summary by
Comte himseļf s ee A Generuļ u'ļ'e'D of Posltļoįsīrļ, trs,slated by J. H. Bridges ( Ļ -
don' Į885), c}rap. 4,- "The Influence of Positivism upon Womān.-

'.j!3. lhe Prhness (1847), Pt. V, li ąs 474ļ. see 1olu KiļIha , Tmtrysrrl- atd'"TP P^y?''' Refoctiots o| an Age (London, rss8j for * iĮr-i""Ė"g;;;ī
of the whoļe question.

seeing either sex alone
Is haļf itself, and in true marriage lier
Nor equaĻ nor rrnequal. Each fuļfils
Defect in each.'o

What is meant by'distinctive womanhood" and what defect in man

the woman should fulfiļl are only implied by Tennyson. The answers

are spelled out in Ruskin's important lecture'Of Queens' Gardens"in
1865. There he begins by reļecting tļre notion bot}r that woman is 't}re

shadow and aftenāant image of her lord, owing him a thoughtless and

servile obedience,- and thāt she has a femini e mission and femirrine

rights that entitle her to a caĪeer in the world ļike mat's. Her ue

frinctiorr is to guide and uplift her more worldly and intellectuaļ mate:
'His intellect ī for speculation and invention; his energy for adven_

24. Ibid., Pt. ĪI, tines 15Ķ-61. Amy Cruse, The Vļctoia and' Thzļr ReadĮa

chap. 18, gives a good sletch of '"The New Woman," with many illusEetions from

conteropoĪaĪy įiterature.
25' The Pdncess, PL VļI, ltnes 253s, 283-8.
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ture, for war, and for conquest, wherever war is iusĻ wherever con-
quest necessary. But the woman's power is for rule, ot for battle,-
and her intelļect is not for i vention or creatiou, but for sweet order-
ing, arrangement, and decision." Although this IoĻ theory had been
gaining ground tlrrough the 1&50's, Ruskin is aware that he is chal-
Ienging the ordinary assumptions of male superiority a d cosrmand.
He marshals his evidence. In Shakespeare and Scott, in Dante and
Homer, women are "infaĮibly faithfuļ and wise corrnseĮors"; and by
their virtue and wisdom men are redeemed from weakness or vice.
Then, with their role deff:red, he proceeds at once to his description of
the home, since it is women so coĪļceived who make it a temple and a
school of virtue. The moĪe Īeason' therefore, to keep it a walled gar_
den. Whiļe t_he man in his rough work must encoįįnter all peril and
bial, and often be subdued or misled, and always hardened, Ae guards
the woman from alļ this; witĮin his house, as ruļed by her, unless she
herseļJ has sought it, need enter no danger, no temPtatioį, Do cause
of error or offence." 26

This woman worship, as it came to be caļIed in t}re sixtįes, was as
much indebted to the need for fresh sources of moraļ fr-friiäEon as it
was to Romanticism in general. In a sketch by Lancelot Smith, tļre hero
of Kingsley's Yeast (made, it should be noted, when his only bible
was Bacon), Woman was porhayed walking across a desert, the half-
risen sun at her back and a cross in her right hand, 'emblem of self-
sacrifice." Įn the foreground were scattered grouPs of men. As they
caught sight of this "new and divine ideal of her sex,"

the schoļar dropt his book, the miser his golĄ the savage his
weapons; even in tĮe visage of the half-slrrmbering sot some
nobler recolļection seemed wistfully to struggle into life. . . . The
sage . . . watched with a thoughtful smile that preacher more
mighty than himself. A youth, decked out in the most fantastic
fopperies of t}e middle age, stood with clasped hands and brim-
ming eyes, as Īemorse and pleasure sruggled in his face; and as

26. "Of Queens' Gardens," sec. 68 in Works, 78, lll-99. With the last remark
cf. George Eįiot in "Amos Barto ," Scenes of cĮ'erĮcaĮ LĮfe,I, chap. 7,p.85:'A
loving_woma_n's world Įies within the four 7alls 6f her own home; and it i5 oDIy
through her husbaud that she is ia any elecEic comgrrr icatioo with the world bā_
yond." In SįĮas Marnet the bad habits of Godfrey and Dunstan Cass are afüibuted

ailly to their growing up ir a home without e motĮer (chap.8, pp.80_1), aad
Goilfrey longs to marry Nancy Lamrreter because she "wouļd makā home loveŲ,
and help him conquer his weahess of wiĮ ( chap. 8, pp. 39_4l )-whi is exacfļy
what she does efiect after tįe marriage (chap. 17, pp.2 7J).
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he looked, the fferce sensual features seemed to meļt, and his fesh
came agqin to him like t}re flesh of a įittļe child.

The drawing is entįtļed "Triumph of Woman." " other writers emPha_

sized a more speciffc mission in more mundane terms: to counteract
the debasing influence o religion as welļ as morals of a mascuĮi e
life preoccupied with worldly goods and worĮdly ambitions. Mrs. Sara
EĮis, whose Daughterc of EngĮand, Wioes of EngĮand, and Women of
EngĮnnd. were standard manuals, brought that argument to bear di-
rectly on the'Behaviour to Husbands." Since the life of men, especially
businessmen, is tending, she said, to lower and degrade the mįnd, to
make its aims purely material, and to encourage a seļfish concem for
one's own interests, a wife should be supremely solieitous for the ad-

valļcement of her husband's intelļectual, moral, and spirifual natuĪe.

She should be'a companion who wiĮ raise the tone of his mind from

' . . low anxieties, and vulgar caĪes" a d will "lead his thoughts to

exPatįate oĪ rePose on those subjects which convey a feeting of identiŲ
witt' . higher state of existence beyond this present lįfe." " Indeeģ
the moral elevatio of man became so closely identiffed with this
femini e duŲ that a moĪaĮist tike Baldwin Brown in his sermons caļļed
The Home Läfe was ready to blame women for t}re deterioratiou of
men įįnder the hardening infuence of business. Īhey have t}remselves

succtr ļbed to mea desires for money and family position; or they
have been seduced by the ridiculous phantom of woman's rights when
their true Power, the birthright they would seĮ for a mess of pottage,

is the 'power to lovą to serye, to save." But many, thank God, are 9till
faithfu] to their bnrst: 'I loow women whose hearts are an unfaiĪing
forrntain of courage and inspiration to the hard-pressed maą who but

27. Chap. f0, pp. 148-50. Kingsley wa.s one of tie leading exponeuts (alorg
with Ruskin, Tennįon, Pa rore, a d_more moderately--George Eliot) of +Ļiq

view of woma . See his statement l 1870 {Ī.etters and Memotļes' 2, 283: un-
abridged ed., 2, 980 ) : He wilļ continue, he says, ]to set ļorth ln every bookĪ write
(as Iįave done for twenŲ-five years) woman as tļe teacher, t}e naturaļ and theJ '

fore divi e guide, puriffer, inspirer of tļe ma ."
This wom_-a wgį"hiF was oĻ of corrse, udversaļ. Īt is less likely to be found

among "earnest" Vidoįa s than "ent}usiastic' victoĪlāns. It-is co'Ticuously sbsent
from {acaulan CarŅe, Trollope, eįd both t e Arnolds, a d from Mill as a g_eneral

principle (Mis. TŅor is e very special casel). Iu 'Emancipation_Blaek anj
mit.," (Iffi1), Scrence ald Ed'ucabn' pp.6&0, Huxley protested agoinc1 'ģu
Īrew woman-worship which so many senti eDtaļists arrd some philosophers are de-
drous of setting up."

28. The Wtoal ģ England, Theļr Reįaļoe Dutļes' Domestlc Influmce, atd So'
ckĮ obĮlgatĮons (Loudon' r8a8)' pp. 9Ļ100.
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for them must be worsted in life's battle . . . and who send forth
husband or brother each morning wįth new strengtĮr for his confict,
armed, as tle lady armed her loight of old, with a shield which he
may not stain i any unseemly aqnfligts, and a sword which he dares
only use against the enemies of truth, righteousness and God." Like
tĮe hero, the angel il the house seryes, or should serve, to Preserve
and quicken the moral idealism so badly needed in an age of selffsh
greed and fierce competition.zo

This accou.nts (as Brown's remark would suggest) for the wide
hostility to her emancipation' Feminist claims to intellectual ąuality
with man and to the same educatio and professional opportuniŲ
were attacked by liberals_let alone conservatives; paĪtly, no doubt,
to forestaļl competition, but much more to Prevent what they honestly
believed wouļd mean the irreparable loss of a vital moral influence'
Lanceļot Smith is lhe more eager to asseĖ his mental superioriŲ over
Argemone, the heroi:re of'Įeast (who imagined there q/as no intellec-
tual difierence between the sexes), and at the same time to look up
to her'as infallibļe and inspired" on all'questions of morality, of taste,
of feeĮing," because he longs to teach her 'where her true kingdom
Iay,_that the heart, and not t}re brain, eįshĪines the priceless pearl
of womanhood."'o Even a perfectly commonplace writer like Ed ,in
Hood calļs a chapter of' The Age and lts Archįteo'ts'Woman the Re-
former" and begios by announcing: 'The hope of society is in woma l
The hope of the age is in woma ļ on her depends mainly the righting
of wrongs, the correcting of sins, and the success of all missions," and
goes on, tĮerefore, to condemn the utterly istaken tendeucy now
growing up to encourage women to eDter professional and political
careers.8į Äll t}ļjs is touched with melodramatįc and sentimental exag-
geration, but many i telligent women_George ElioĻ Mrs. Humphry
Warģ Mrs. Lyn:r Linton, Beatrice Potter Webb, for exampl+_viewed
with uneasiness or apprehension any emancĻation of their sex which
wouļd weake its moral i fuence by distacting attention to t}re out_
side world or by coarsening the feminine atuĪe itse]f.8'

29. Brown, pp. 23-5. For the hero, see above, pp. 816-18, Other reasons for
oxalting the roļe and character of womrn are dealt with belo i sec. 4 o "Ī,ove"'

80. Chap. 10, pp. 148-5.
8l. Pages 398' 400. The parHcular sįns vro a ls to c!ĪĪect (pp. s93-4)_

revoludon, PĪostitudoĪr, and atheigr-are maįrr anrieties of the period. For pros -
tutioD, see below in *his Chapter, sec.8.

32. The mai document is "An Appeal against Female Suftage," The Nlrr.ę-
teenĮh Cmtury,25 (ļ889), 78lJ, dgned by about l00 women, lnduding Mrs.
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However conceived, the Victoria womaĪļ was not Venus, nor Īį'aļi
mea t to be. If it was only the femi ists who reiected lovo-and often
dressed ąag6rįlingly_their more conservative sisters were not exactly
objects of desire. Their serual athactio was kept under wraps, many
ą1į yoļrrmingus. To employ it, except obliquely, was to rrrrr tļe risk
of being cousidered 'fast" Victorian ideas about sex weĪe_very'
Victoria .

8. Ser

In the Victoria home swarrring with childre sex v/as a secret.
It was the skeleton in the parentaļ chamber. No one mentioned it.
Any untoward questions were answered with a white lie (it was the
great.age of the stork) or a shocked rebuke. From none of his elders-
PaĪenĻ teacher, or minister_did the Victoria chiļd hear "so much as
one word in explanation of the true ah e and functions of the re-
productive orgaus." EE This conspiracy of silence was paĖly a mistaken
efioĖ to protect the chilģ especially the boy, from temptation (initially
fro masturbation, which was co demrred on grorrnds of heaļtļ as
well as morals), but at bottom it sprang from a personal feeling of
revu]sion. For the sąxual act was associated by many wives only with
a duŲ and by most husbands witļ a necessary if pleasr:rable lelding
to oue's baser uafure: by few, therefore, with an innocent a:ld joģI
arperience. Īhe silence which ffrst'aroused i the child a vague sense
of shame was i fact a reflectįon of parental shame,8{ a d one sįļsPects
that some womeį, at a y rate, would have been h.ppy if the stork
had been a reality.

Ät school the knowledge acquired by the boy (most ģls, it would
seem, Įmew nothing before t}eir marriage night) came to him in whis_
pers and in a fonn which co firmed his first impression that sex was
something nasty. when he reached puberty, the elders finaĮy spoke,
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T. H. Hurley, Mrs. Leslie Stephen, Mrg. Matthew Arnold, Mrs. Walter Bagebot,
end Mrs. Amold Toynbee, es weĮ as gļl of those cited in tįe text except George
Eliot' For her, see Ctoss' LĮfe' 8,846, i his summary of her chsĪacter and idess.
Īhere ls įD accouįt of this *Äppeal" by Bea ice \{ebb' My AppreatbeshĮp' pp.
so24.

83, The scblt of LĮfe, p' 9. Some letters to tļe aut}or by Ruskin weĪe Ė
printed in Ano,a; of the Cluce' i ļVorĮs, u, 528-sl. In what foļļows I have
drawn, l PaĪt' oD this iĮuminating pamphlet.

84. George E.liot (Mtdd.Įenarch, 7, chap. ļ5' r95) speaks of Lydgate being
brought up with'a general sens of secrecy and obscenity ln con ectio with his
ļ ter aļ structuro."
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vaguely but pointedly, about "uncleanness" of body a d rri d. Parental
letters echoed what he heard in sermons. Although learning is impor-
tant, wĪote Patrnore to his son, other t}rings are more so: to be honest
'a.nd to be pure, (you loow what I mean). . . . When the otļer
boys say and do dirty things (as many boys at all great schools will)
remember those words of Jesus ChrisĻ 'The pure in heaĖ shall see
God'-that is to say they will go to heaven." 8o And he might weĮ have
mentioned-ma y parents did-the source of Galahad's famous
shength. As this implies, premarital contįnence for men (it was, of
coĪļĪse' de rtgueur for women) was a ideaļ which was widģ held;
and though more honored in tļ-re breacĻ no doubĻ than i tļre observ-
ance, it was at any rate ho ored to a extent rr ļioown in tlre past.
Tom Brown at odord, atkacted by the charms of a barmaiģ reacts
in a way which his eighteenth-cenhrry predecessors would have
t}ought ridicuļous. He bies to fight down the temptation. In Hughes'
comment, tle symbolism of the storm, the metaphors of evil spirits and
stilļ smaļļ voice, wild beast and true lan, are tļe typical notes of the
Victorian struggle for chastiŲ:

We have most of us walked the like marches at one time or aD-
other of our lives. . . . Times tĮey were of btinding and driving
storm, and howling winds, out of which voices as of evfl spirits
spoke close in our ears-tauatingly, temptingly whispering to the
mischievous wild beast which lrrrļa in the bottom of alļ our
hearts. . . .

And all the while . . . was there not the stilļ small voice_
never to be altogether silenced by the roarings of the tempest of
passion, by the evil voices, by our own violent attempts to stife it
_the stilļ smaļļ voice appealing to the man, {:lre bue man, within
us, which is made in tl're image of God<alli g on him'to assert
his domirrion over the wiļd beast_to obey, and conquer, and
Iive? "

To keep body and mind rrntainted, the boy was taught to vįew women
as objects of the greatest ĪesPect and even awe. He was to tļrink of
them as sisters, whether they lived in palaces or *in 

t}le cold sepulchre
of shame."EĪ He was to consider nice women (like his sister and his

85. Derelc Patmore, The LĮfe and Tļmes of Cooerttry Patrnre (London, 1949),
p. 1r0.

38. Chap. 15, p. 183.
37. E. P. Hood' Tį, AgeatdĪts Archkects, p.898. Cf. Ruski , Forc ClavĮgera,

Letter 8l, in Įryorh, 28, 8Į.
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noother, like his future bride) as creatįļres more ļike angels than hu-

ma beings-aD image wonderfully calculated-not ody to dissociate

love from*sex, but to īurn love into worship, and worship of prrriŲ' An
Engtish lady like Mrs. Pendennis, with her " anquil b-eauty ' ' ' and

thaī simplicŅ aad digniŲ whjch a perfect PĮ-iŲ and i nocence are

srrre to Ėestow," *as the "most complete of aĮ Heaven's subjects i
this world' and therefore the most wholesome i -fluence one cpuļd

possibly have' For in such 'angelical nah]Īe: there is something awful,

ä. *"Įi as beautiful, to conteĻplate"; at their feet "the wildest a d
fiercest of us must falļ down ..rĮ hr*bļ" ourselves, i:o admiratįon of

that adorable puriŲ which never seems to do or to thirk wĪollg:"_8.

This oatterned-r"""tioo couļd be so instilled into a sensitive boy like

FredĖrick Robertso that he corrļd feeļ even marriage to be a kį d of

desecratįon: 'The beings t}rat floated before me, robed in vestuĪes

more de]icate than minį, were beings of anot}rer order. The thought

of one of them becoming mine was not raPfuĪeļut pain ' ' _' 
At seveu

veaĪs oļd. woma was į sacred dream, of which I would not talk.

i,I"oi"g.'*r, a degradation. I remember being quite aĪlgry on Ļ""ri"g
it said äf a lovely švedą-the loveĮiest being I ever saw_that she was

likely to get maĻied in England." Robertson was far from laughing at

,r"h'ro-Ļti" feelings. HJ knew from his ow eĘ)erieDce t}ļat t}ļey

could 'keep 
" -", 

i]ļ his youth through, before a higŅl f"i'h ļT
been caļleä into being, froÄ every,species of vicious and low indul_

lence..89 But of aI *āmuo in the world, t}re most pure_and the most

isefuļ as a sanction for adolescent chastiŲ_was Mother' Every young

victorian heard his father's voice sounding in his conscience, 'Remem-

ber your dear, good mother, and never do arrything' think anything'

imaĮioe 
"ovttirig 

she wo';ļd be ashamed of'" In that way ffĪĻl ļove'

,rr"iay i cieaseā in the Victorian family 
-by 

the repression of sexua]

emotions, \Į/ās exaggerated in the cause of moral censorsŅl '1d "o3_
hol. What suļļ exists in the debased form of "mommism" is forrnd in t}e

hince's description of his mother in The Prįrwess:

No angel, but a dearer being, all diPt
In angĮl instincts, breathing Pandise,
Interpreter between the gods and men,

\ilho-loorc"d alļ natįve to her place, and yet
On tiptoe seem'd to touch uPon a sphere

gE. Thackeray's novel, chap. 2, lnWotl*' 2' L3'
89. Brooke, Ltfe of F. Ī{'. floboĖron, p' 59'
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Too gross to head, and aļl maļe minds perforco
Sway'd to her ho their orbits as they moved,
Arr{ gudled her with music. Happy Le
With such a motļert faith in *oāįrti"d
Beats with his bļood, and tust in all things high
Comes easy to him, and thd he trip and-fall -
He shall not blind his souļ with clay..o

It goes witļout saying tĮat after marriage, quite as m
g Victorian et}ric made ffdeĮity the supreāe iirtue andtļreure vļctorļįįĪļ ettļic made tileuŲ tie supleme-virtue and sexuaļ irr"go-

Iarity the bļackest of sins. For ā grarr to_be called a moral"..oo d'"

t goes witĮout saying ļlra! after marriage, quite as much as beforą

..ļll qļE Ų Ų^E)Į Uļ ļiļļ.ls. . or a Illįuļ Īo De caļļecį a moraļ Person cĮįme
to meaĄ aļmost entireln that he was .not impure in conāuct,, Aduļ-
tery, especially in the case of a wife, and no matter what the exte u-
ating circ,mstances, was spoken of with horror. A *feeble and erring
woman" became, in fact, a sociaļ outcasĻ.ļ

Īhis ethic of puriŲ_which remairred i fuļl force until Freud a d
the disrupting effect of war o moral 5tnnį fu and the widenino
howledge of con aceptives combi ed about 1920 to undenni e iti
prestige, 9rgl not to end įįg influg ge-vras accompanied by a phe-
ļļomeĪrou which is notorious: Victorian prudery. ]hį terrr hä' come
to be used loosģ aud broadly to cover all efio.ts to co ceaļ the facts
of life: t}re demand for expurgated editions of English 

"lrssic., 
thį

drawing up of indexes.of booļa or auį.hors ot to bā ."ad. eso""irlļ*,
b1 suls, the_ p-owerfuļ condem ation (and hence in efiect p.ouīiuooj
of any candid treatment of sex i literafure, the i sistenāe that con-
versation be impeccably .oP9Ļ eve .to the point of banning any
words which could conceivably carry a se*r"Ī suggestion, *ā aį
chil'bng disapproval-of the slightest approach to levitya-ą t}'i' i. ."Į"d
pnrdery, and freated today with ridiāuļe. But much įf iĻ ho*erre, si]ļ,
and unwise, _was quite free from what alo e deserves the charg,J,
namely, an affectation of puriŅ which is basically insincere.{z uostįi
it was simpJy 

-an 
excessive censorship-intended to protect and support

the code of chastiŲ, oĪ to PĪevent the embarasiment of roouiģ .Į
,ļį0. Pt. vII, lines 30ļ-t2. Cf., for another exarrple, KingslŅs passage io -Hero.

1sr '' Santtary and. SochĮ Essays, pp. 2.lĪ4, wĖere he Ēn& the disĮased world
wholesome to hirr 'becarrse, whatJver els. it i5 or is not fuļļ oį it is at ļesgt fuļl
of motlers."

lĮ. rh.e.. hra3s quoted * _fu. ĪtL R. Greg, *ho eĻsses tļre criticism of s.

:.* *d liberal minority: 'False Morality of r.ady Noveįsts,- Ltterary a'įd. s;cbĮ
ludgments, l, t36-7.

.-42. I therefore deaļ wļth prudery ln Cbap, Į4, 'H; ocrlsy': see PP. 40Ļ9 anįl
4r9.
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what was felt to be shameful. consider, for example, the censorship.of

rr**,*, by " 
p"rro., like Charlotte Brontē, certainly no prude_' in-

ā""ą,ļr" oü!""f ot some stĪong criticism_for'the freedom with which

,t " 
,pot " oi .u*. She has recāmmended a list of Poets to 1 ":1"-

*ond"rt who wanted advice, and then continues: "Now don't be

Įį"ā"a at t}re names of Shakespeare and Byron' Both these were great

;; ;"ā their worįs are Likį themseļves' You wiļl ļgrow how to

;į;;Ļ good, and to avoid the evil; the ffnest Passages are always

*rr" į*"*, Ī " į"a are invariably revolting; you will never ryv'ish to

read tļem over twice. omit the comedieJ of Shakespeare and the
;oį, roro" perhaps the'Cai ,'of Byron, though the ]atter is a magnifi-

;; i;;.""u TĖe fear of Shakeipeare -is 
also forr d in the young

āĻģ" nu",' who thought'we havį need of as nice-a power of distil-

lation as the bee, to suįk nothing but honey from his pages'""-The

t"įįįĀuor, p"rii"pr, was expurģation; and most Victorians read the

rrlavs in Thomas Bowdler's ForniĮg SLnkespeore''o
'-įrrJ* on leviŲ has the samā origin' Levity is what Queen Vic_

toria fould ..not amusing.,, It is Ighlt ueatment of serious things,

;;;įī;;"*"l Jl r J*", Arnolā was as famous as his queen for

the'startĮing earįestness with wlrich he would check in a moment t}te

,uįrrį"', "piro""h 
to leviŅ"_which is likely to aĪouse some leviŲ of

ffi.;;;;ilį; r"c"lļ his acute and painfrrl sense of the immorality

įdir , j;į";, masturbatįon, eve' sodorir) tĘt existed in th9 ļubĮc
schools."u Charlotte Brontģ with Branwįll in her mi d' fould Thack_

eray's lecture o Fieläing very painful'

Had Thackeray owned a son, gĪown' or 
-growinq "P:.1"9 " 'o"į

į.iļti"rt but reckļess_would he have spoken in tiat Įight way 9t
coĮrrses that lead to disgrace anä the grāve? ' ' ' I believe' if only

43. Mls. GaskeĮ, LĮfe of CtvrĮotte BJoītē' chap' 7' p' 85' The date ts 1834'

ä,' Ä",ī"ī'e" I;ttoĮ' īl1e' I, 38, in a ļettei to Miss Levris' March 16' 1839'

45. There is an interesting "'"y'o" 
censorship ald the Victorim novel by KatĮ-

r".i"'iliļĮĮ" īo""t* o1 rt" nģt't""*roftbs, pp. 54-73. Mrs. Tillotson argues

iĻĮ Āāugu'poirt, of 
'.qrĮĀi!ho..s *"r. thJĻen.es and the sixtjes' which

,o'*s with mv fiodinEs. t ro. th, sixties, see below, pp. 367-s' ) But the general attĻ
".jiä:";Hätifi"f;;'į;;;;,;. h;.,o*"o (įį. o-2) and mine (,ust cited

;J",il, tfi"t folļo*") both sĒow. Aļso see chĪjsĖā, The Ttans'įtįon ftom ArĮstoc-

ncg, 7839-7867, PP. T7-A1''-i,ä._š*rr"y, 
tti"^ o1 en u'"l'"p' 9, P' l? Fo: his sense of evil in the sc}rooļ

*. ;į;PJ, ffi tis, I53, ;;'"h'P: Ī, Ėp zĘ 8:d.23'8' letters dated;'n: 28 ald

į_;;įĻ.'188Ol and for tnĮ g"i"."r-iite of afiairs in the publlc schools as late

"į-iį rāzįl'., see the pamp}rleī The sctence of LĮfe' pp' 9'LĮ'
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once theprospect of a promising tįfe blasted o the oubet by wild
ways had passed close- urrder his eyes, he never coul.d. have įokenwith such leviŲ of what led to its Piteous desEuction. . . . r
Eue lover of his race ought to devote his vigour to guard and pro-
tect; he should sweep away every lure with a kind of rage aĮ its

eachery..ī

It follows that the alliance of JeviŲ and seriousness which appeals so
_stĪongly to the modern sensibiĮ} could only be disuessinĮ to the
Victorians, or, at besĻ _an inexplicable combi ation of diiparates.
Nothing se"med to Ruskin 'more mysterious i the history- of the
hu:rran mind than t}re manner in wĖch gross and ludicrous images
are mingled with t}re most solemn subjects in the work of the Midāļe
Ąges"; and although some examples may be excuseģ others .are
clearly the resuļt of vice and seniuaĮity."-Speciffcatly, how shall we
accoįļ t for a ma liĮe_ Chaucer, _in the very midsĮ of thouģts of
beauŲ, 'pure and wild like that of au April Äorning," inse*inĮ -pst-
ing passages which stoop to play with evil?, or foit}rat tendāģ to
degenerate in later centuries into "forms of hrrmour which render säme
of luite the gr_eatesĻ wisesĻ and most moral of Engtish writers now
aļmost useless for our youthP" {t

The whoļe ca rpaign, whether prudish or honestly protective, was
wrong-headed enough, no doubĻ since sexual pasjioo is not to be
controled by concealment and censorship. But the efio* was uatural
enough at a tisre when so whiteenough at a ti e when so white a puriŅ was derranded that orļy
exEeme meįįsįļres seemed capable of preserving it from tnin1 qr coį_ex eme meįįsįļres seemed caPabļe of preserving it from feinį gr gor-
ruptio1 Thackeray might satirize prudery, but he was ready enough
to_praise Punchbecalse it contairred nothing unfft for litdä boysĻ
school to read, or for women to enjoy withouįbļushingz -We tit<e trrat
oį]Ī matroDs and girls should be Pure.'rg No doubį wrote Leslįe
Stephen,'prudery is a bad thing," but it is not so bad as the prurience
of Sterną the la:<ness of Fielding, the rr wholesome aEnoĻhere of
Balzac. o

47' Mrs. Gaskell, LĮfe ot Charlotte BrclĖė, cbap.96' pp' 88l-2.
- 48. Stanes ģYgntcą ą chap. 8, sec.70, tnworl's,-įl, L89; Lectutes oa 'Ļt'No. I, sec. t4 (arrd d. ļ5 on Shakespeare), tn WorĻ 20,2Ļ8o. Ruski ,s r.*rrĖ
sug8esĻ I tļink, what Matthew Arnold meaat, or partly meanĻ when he crttidzed
Chaucer, ln *The Study of PoeĘ," for lacking ..Irigh šeririusness.-

49' The B9ok of Srrcäs, chap. ļs, ļn ĪĮ,o*.l, 6, 847; 'Two or Ttree Theatres at
Paris,'' Punch, 16 (1849)' 75, reprinted in ĪĮlor&"r,6, t5Į.

50. Annan, Steplm, p.22E.
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There is, of course, no mystery about the Primary sorrrce of the ethļc
of prrriŲ and t}re social taboos that accompanied it. The EvangeĮical
revivaļ in a middle class now s ong enough to impose its mores on
socieŲ, and all the more determined to do so because of its disgusted
reaction against tļre Lcense of the Regency, is the crucial factor.o' A-nd

when the family was treasured so highly, a code that wouļd protect
its integrity from centrifugal temptation would be doubly welcomed-
But nei".her explanation accounts for the unmistakable ote of horror
and fear that n ns through so ma y of the texts I have quoted. One
gets the impression thal the frame of mind which was shaped by
Ēuritan andĪamily infuence must have been acerbated by something
new and dangerous in the environĪnenL There must have been i -

mediate signs that the sexual impulse was threatening to overflowlihe
taditionalĮykes; signs so omināus t}rat men felt it couļd be checked
only by the most severe and repressive code. As we look more cļosģ
at Vicįorian Įife, we can see good cause, theoreticai and acfuaĻ for a
füghtened reactiorĻ and one which not only intensified the demaDd

foichastiŲ, the severe Prlnislrrnent for ex amarital relations, ald the

PĪogram of censorship, but also promoted a new attitude toward love.- 
The first source of įorry was the popularity of what was Pointedļy

called'the literatuĪe of prostitution." Äll through the period the vio'
lence witļr which Baļzac, Sue, and George Sand_--gnd toward its end

Gautier, Baudelaire, and Zola-were condemned reveals something

much more than an outraged PuĪitan conscience. z It betrays the fear

of their i:rfluence. The potential perils of such literature were felt and

anaĘed as early as 1819 in Han ah More's Moraļ Sketchęs; 'Such
fascinating quatites are lavished on t}re seducer, and such athactįve
graces on*thĮ seduced, that the images indulged with delight by the

51 See above, Chap. l0, sec' 2, especlally pp. 2s6_7; md the referene tļore
to Quinlaa's book iD notc 47. Īhackeray's lecture'George tļe_ Fourth" (ļ8tl1) i9

an;xcel]ent.index to the VictoĖa view of the Regency, combiaing a rclemn at-

tack on the'lcing, the couĄ and the dandies with reiterated pralse 9f P*ity, lo":,
and domesticiŅi "What ts it to be a geutlemanP he asla in the fi aļ paragraph
(worlcs,7'7Įo)"'Is tt to bave lofty ąlm3, į9 Įead a pure Įife, to kecp yorrr honour

vlrgin; to Ėsuo the estee of your fellow-citizens, aad the love of your fü_eside; to

be& ģood fortrrne meekly; to 
-srfier 

eviļ with colstgncyi md thr-oug! evil or good

to maĪ tain truth alway#' Whoever has these qualities 'we wiļl salute as gende-

man."
52. There is a conveoleut survey by C, R. Decker, The Ybįothn Cottsds'Ės

(New York, Į852), but as tįo titlg lmplles, Decker traces the hos li_ty enŅly 
1o

the Evangelical oveEent. George Brtrnley, Ecsayt, p' 98s' sPesļ, of F}eoc'h Dovelc

as "the piopeģ Ņed 'įiteratrrre of p-rosdtutton "
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l*"y,?ury on the reader imperceptibly to a point which is ot so far
from their_indulgence i tļe act as šome iĻagine.,, Moreover, the
vioļation of the seventh cogrmandment is often žreduced to a venial
fault, for which the irresisribleness of the temptation is shamelessly,
but too successfully pleaded." Nor is that the įxtent of the eviļ. SĖe
couļd, she says, give-actual instances where the reading of French
ffction has ļed to the breach of solemn vows, and she thiiļcs it highly
probable, therefore, that it has conbibuted to t}e alarming i""čaĮ
of divorce. Ttris, no doubt, is to reason too closely, but most Victorians
would. have thought such 

_results -aĪļ too po.sible and been ready
enough to agree with Ha.nah Moret demanā for the forcible exclusioį
of such ļiterature from family .9riįog.* But in spite of-<r perhaps
because of-reiterated attacks of this ki d, i sermons and icts aid
periodical reviews, Fre ch ovels irr the thirties !ilere on saļe i the
most_respectabļe London bookstores and ffnding tĮeir way into the
circr:lating librarie*'nay, into Įadįeš book cĮub?; and i tĻ fffties a
fa iĮiar acquaintance with even the worst class of French ffctįon was
co-mmonly displayed i tļre best socieŲ.6{ Matthew Arnold, for alļ his
arlmiratįon of Fra ce and of George Sānģ came to speak of the insidi-
orrs athaction of the French ideaļ of īhomme senst'et īnogerļ and the
French worship of the goddess of LubricĘ:

J.ha1 goddess has always been a suficient power amo gst man-
kind, a d her worshi! was generally *pposā to need r"it 

"i"iogratļer tļan 
"oco*apįrg. 

Bit here i. "ffi a whole poput". uto"Ī
tuĪe, rray, and art too, in France at her servicet stįmuļations and
1uggestions by-her and to her meet one i it at every fuĪn. . . . M.

MoRAL ATTĪTUDES

Renan hi self see s half inclined toļ"įenan hi seļf seems half inclined to apologise for not having
paid her more atte tiotļ. . . anafure,' he čiu., -cares nothini

š

about chastiŲ." What a slap in the face to the stįclclers for .!Vhat]
soever tbjngs are pure"t
about chastiŲ." What a

Īhe sticklers are t}e saving remnant dedicated to combating the un-
so.nd ess of the maiority. Thuy must stand fast, and mai -tain 

that
'the worship of tĮe great goddess LubriciŲ . . . is against uature,

-^58. 
'Unprofftable ļ:"_-g'" The'fr/oil<a of lĮawuh Mote (!L vols. London,

1858)' Il, ltļ-ļ4. cf. G. H. Lewes, The Lįte atd Worl's of Goethe (ffrst eįļ.

LOVE

hrrrqan Datule, and that it is nļi ." lo Clearly, if Arnotd's belief i the
virtue of chastiŲ was derived from his father and the Christia re_

vivaĻ the passionate emphasis he gave it sprang from his fear of
French coįtaminatjo .

A second sorrrce of anxieŅ was tļre philosophy, and to some extent
the open practice, especially in America, of what was called free love.
The theory was ffrst formulated by the Utopian socialists, from God-
win, Mary Wollstonecraft, and SheĮey to Fourier, Owen, and the
Saint-Simonians, as a Protest against the institution of marriage as it
t}ren existed. SheĮey began his note on free love i Qrnen Mob
(1813): *Not even the intercourse of the sexes is exemPt from tļre
despotism of positive institution." Äs in tļre old political order, here
too there was no freedom or equality, and tļerefore no happiness. For
'Iove withers under conshaint: its very essence is liberŲ: it is com-
patible neither with obedience, iealousn nor fear: it is there most
pure, perfeģ and rrnĮimited, where its votaries live in conffdence,
equaliŲ, and unreserve." But equatity was a far cry from tļe social
and legal aĪrangements theu existing between husba d and wife; and
ĮibeĘ to escaPe from an lrnhappy marriage was a]grost impossible.
Shelley shouts his defiance of the established order; 'A husband and
wife ought to continue so long united as tl'rey love each other: any law
which should bind them to cohabitation for cne moment after the
decay of their afiection would be a most intolerable E ānny, and t}re

most unworthy of toleration, . . Love is free: to promise for ever to
love the s įme woma is not less absurd than to promise to beįieve
the same creed." ou

It follows that if rrarriage is to be retained, divorce for incompati-
biĮiŲ must be accepted, legally and socially; or if marriage is aboĻ
ished, some new'system of Įcense," to use Fourier's alarming phrase,
should be established whereby mutual love, publicly acknowledgeģ
should constitute the sole requirement for Įiving together_a system
actually Put ijļto practice in some of t}re Fourierist communities in t}le

U ited States. Ämong the later Saint-Simonians, led by Enfantin, the
principle of "the rehabilitation of the flesh" (from its disparagement in
Chrirti"o thought) was, indeed, pushed to a point where it iustiffed

55. 'Nrrmbers,'' DĮscourses ļn Ametha (Ī.ondon, 1885), pp. 4{Ļ1, 58-7. This
attitude toward France hād appeared i 1873 ir Lļįerature at Dognu: seo ot
83, below.

56. CompĮae ?oetļcd worl's, ed. Thomas Hutchi son (New YorĻ r93Į}),3p.
796_7. As usual Sheltey ls here indebted to Godwin: see H. N. Brailsfoģ Slnnq'
GoduĮn, atį Thelt CtrcĮe (New YorL a d London, 1913), pp. 13&40.

1855; Ī.ondon and New YoĪL, 1908), p, 523: .IfļįJ ā; ļnDdoD a.nd New York, ļ908), p, 523: 'If \Į,o įn tĻlŠ rlneteentį centrrv
oftea carry our erclusion of sub;ects Įä Ļe poi"tāf P*į Ļ th".;;;-; 

";Äiu
otte cįrry ouĪ e dusioD of subjects to the point of prudery, that error ls a virtue
compared wļth the deuroralisiag ļicense erįibited ln-FrencĻ Įterature.-

&į.'Trenc Nove]go ('nā*I- Da;ļan 4R /īeae\ ea. ^_l Dj_t^__ ā_-_
p. 283.

'Trenc,h Novels," Q *erĮg ReoĮelr,,56 (r&96), 6 ; ald Brimley, E*lagc,

cries, *cares nothing

36Į
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'me and wome giving themselves to several without ceasing to be
udted as a couple." oī No English socialist went so far, but SheĮey
taļked of the fanatical idea of chastiŲ excludi.g youDg meį from the
society of modest and accomplished women, and thus promoting pros-
titution; and Robert Owen, besides advocating freedom of divorce at
the wiļļ of either paĘ, deffned chastiŲ as sexuaļ intercourse with
a.ffectįon. 8

Though not socialists, the 'frienįls of t}re species" who gathered in
the thirties around W. J. Fox, the U itarian ministeĪ_among t em
Harriet Taylor and John Mill-were ardent critics of marriage; and
the institutįon was subjected to hostiļe analysis in a series of essays, by
Fox and WiĮiam Adams, iD the Unitarian periodicģ The MonthĮg
ReposĮtory.6g Moreover, when Fox and Eliz Flower practiced what
they advocateģ Mrs. Fox's complaint to her husband's congregation
precipitated aD oPe battle over ģg ļnim5 of free love and ffdelity.
Carlyle, faithfuily reflecting public opinion, spoke with disgust of 'a
flight of really wretchedJooking 'friends of the species' [he mentions
Mill, Mrs. Taylor, and Fox], who (in *.itiog and deed) struggle not
in favour of Duty beinį dotw, but against DuŅ of any sort almost

MoRAL ä.ĪTITUDĪs

being requĮred' Abeing requhed' A sin8uļaĪ creecl tlļis; but ļ ca assįļre you į very
observable one here in tļese days." uo It was also observable, e litde
Iater, in the households of John Chapman, George Henry Lewes, and
Īhornto Hunt; and George EĮiot became the outsta rling exPone Ļ
in the pubĮic mi d, o{ the doc ine of free love.c'Then, irr the very year
of her u ion with Lewes, 18*Į, appeared a work by Dr. G. R' Drysdalo
ca|]ed The EIBmęnts ģ SociaĮ Scįcn e: Phgsknl, SāuaĻ at Naturaį

Mark}ra ļ (odord, 1952), p. mviii.
58. Shelley, Works, p,798; Owen's deffnttion of chsstity ls quoted by MilĻ F. A.

Hayek, John Stįart MļĪļ and Hadd T b' pp.74, 29ļ n. 8.
Ē9. See Packe's chapter eutitled 'Frieuds of the Species- b bls L*fe of Mu'

pp. ļĮį-54; Francis E. Mineka, The Drssļdeļļce of DĮssmt: the MontlĮg Reposl'
ī6'9, t8os-taaa (Chapel HiĮ, 19,ļļ4), pp.36Ļ7I; sļld Mtlļs essay la HayeĻ
chap. 8, "On Marrtage and Divorce."

8o. Ī'ettefi, ļ826-1836, pp.48Ļ5' Names tįere omįtted are supplied by Hayel,
p. 82. In tbe Latet-Dag Pamphlett (t850), PP.91-5,CarĻlo puĮĮiĄ tnvetģed
against the spread of Fren-ch tļeorļes o_f enfranchisement whlch, among other

DuŲ being d'otw, buį agāinst DuŲ of any
d' Ä singular c.reed this; but I ca assure

dotw, buį agāinst DuŲ of any sort almost

\
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RelĮgĮon,in which the author argued that_jf.a man and a woma coD'

""irrE " įassion for each other, they shouļd be moraŅ entitļed to i _

dulge itjwithout binding themselvās tcgether for ļjfe," and supplied a

fairĪy detailed account oĪ the best methods for doing so without con_

tracĮing chįldren. This was not an obscure medįcal treatise; it went

througĒ tweļve editions in the next twenŅ years'62 By- the middļe

,"'"n"", Matthew Arnoļd, after noticing the growing violation of the

seventh commandment, \Į/ent on to say: 'Not practice aļone is against

the old shictness of rule, but theory; we have argumentative systems

oi r."u love and of re-habilitation of the flesh. Even ph;Ī956phers like

r',r.. r',Iirr, having to teļl us that for sp'cial ĪeasoĪls they Ļad. in fact

observed the S&enth Commandment; think it right to add that this

they did, 'although we did not consider the orįinances of socieŲ

bin'dins' įo 
" 

,oĖi""t so entirely personal" " To Amold this freedom

įī.-Īį thį -"rĖ of bondage. Änyo"" who believes the theory- of

free love is like t}re man who Ēeįieueļ the harlot when she says' "stolen

Ļaters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pĮeasant' ' ' ' He knows

"Jar,"t 
the dead are there, and that her guāsb are in the depths of

hell" 68

Meanwhįle the theory was widely publicĻed in the novels of Geo-rge

Sand (who had come under Saint-Sīmonian infuence) and was thus

uĮ"gį, forcibly into the_ general consciousness' People who had never

heari of Fourįr or Enfantin, of Fox or Drysdale, were weļļ aware

;i;į"į Carlyle calļed'a rrero astonishing Phallus-Wo-rship' *'9-l-_
įį.ļa 

"u""'-Sand 
melodies and litauies ' . . with its finer sensibiĮties

oftheheart,and.greatsatisĻingloves,,..,anduniversaļSacrament
āį niuor"r.'' 6' I Ī840, with ä Ļctuous irony that now sets orrr teeth

62. For the quotation, Į872 ed', ' -368' 
Drysdale was a socialist and a Nee

r',rJti'įi"" įrr"'saw what he preached as a. i ļPortįDt means towgd a happier

*āī"omi". socieŲ. His prote'st on pp' l-8 against e1a1ting thg įntelļect --":.tļr'u
tā' ur-*",", the'soeiati_st "reh"biļitįtiou ofīe flesh." on the subiect_"I Ļlrh
ffiįJĮ;;:Į6-53ī, į" is in t}re 1ine t}rat nrns from Frmcis Place a d MiļI ln

il"*;;fi; io roar"gr, gnd the Neo.Maļthusiarr League in the seventies: see

Ī. Ä. Banks, Pīos?erįtg and Parenthood, chaps' 3'' l0'_ 
-

'' ;i."ä;'";ī[ļ silį" ( first ed', t875; New York' 1895 ) ' 
cļ_ap' 3, p' t33' Ī have

,rJJ".ļi*a Arnoļd's qoo'"'ioo'from Prooetbs 8;l8 by_ adding'O;Į7' which ho

įl'"īā"rr, hed i mind. fhe quotation from Miļl is from his A1Įtobļo!ĪaPh!' crĀP'

;';' trį.'cĪ.;.-i*it". p,"äg" h Literca e end' Dogma'.chap' rĻ-pp' 822-5'

whįre amoH again cites the iisidious įnfluence of France (cf' note 55 above)' 
-" "u. t-i---oĮīr*"ehį"į;, N'' 2, pp' 81-2;'an9 :{' p'' 89' caltLie iris-3e1gf

{o.rhaps deĮibeiately Ļcrus. he saw oo reaļ distļnction betwee theĪĪl) the sen_

;fi;I;k ffiffis";ī,h" sympaŅ wtth ertra aritaļ lovers įg George Saad

tĒings, woddĮboįish the old sacr8meDt of mar:iage įo fevor of a'new Sacrament,
Į\ -of 

DĮoorce, which we . . . qrut-of on our plaĖorms.''
8I Īoan Bennett. Georce Eįļot ( CambrļdEe. 1948 ). po. 4Ļ8. 65. For the llberal6Į. Joan Beunett, George EĮlot (Cambrldge, 19a8), pp. ļffi, 65. For the llberal

view oĪ love in Feuerba 's The ĖcEenįe of cfuļ$raīįtg' which George Eliot Eelrs-
lsted l ļ854, see Gordon S. HaighĻ George EĮbt b lohn Clu tun (Nerp Haven,
1940), pp. 80-1.
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on edge, Thackeray described'Madame Sandt . . . eloquent attack
on marriage, in the charrring novel of Īndiana'."

What a tender sufiering cĪeatuĪe is Indiana; how little her husband
appreciates įhat gentleness which he is crushing by his tyranny and
brutal scorn; how nahrra] it is thaĻ ir: tļe abseāce of his rymįathy,
she, poor clinging conffrli.g creahrĪe, shouļd seek e]sewheĻ fįr
shelter; how cautious shouļd we be, to caļl criminal_to visit with
too heavy a- ceDsĮļre_aļr act which is one of the naturaļ impuJses
of a te der hearĻ tļat seeļa but for a worthy object of love.

Īn Vabntine yoįļ g rnen and maidens are accorded .the same tend.er
Įicence"; in LėĮio we have 'a reŅar topsyfurvyffcatįon of morality, a
thieves' and prostitutes' apotheosis." oothieves_ and prostitutes' apotheosis." 65 Aįd this was the
writer everyone had heard of and almost everyone rĮ,as rea(

uueves ano Prostįtutes- _apotheosis.-'! Aįd this was the foreign
write_r everyone had heard of and almost everyone *gs ręąā;.g. l o
wonder her name was'Tor ma y years 'a word oį fear'in British hįuse_
holds." uu

Finally, the major reaso why sex was so frightening to the Vic-
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(see t}e next note) r.r,ith the neuhal presentadon of fiee, l tĻ sense of iĮicit, love
in Ba]zac. This essay ls prinarily Fimęį gį the crrlt of benevolence (see above,
Chap. tl, sec. 2); but the love of Man a d the ļove of woma _a woma _botį
5"19.ged to the radicaļ-liberal tradition, agd s,e fouad together in Shelley, the
saint-si onians, and tįe "Friends of the Species,. as weĮ Ļ George Saod. Car_
lyle's full text reads: ".tĮ,ļth its ffner sersibiļities of the hearĻ sįd .čeat 

satisf,vi:įĒ
loves,' with its sacred Ļiss of peace for scoundrel a d hero a*ä, *it tts'rtti
embracing Brotļerhood, a d rrniversaļ sacJa rent of Divorce,.

&5. "Madaroe Sa.ud and the New Äpocalypse,- The Parļs Skach Book, i Ī7ĪrorĮ.9,

9:l9Ļ9_l.-Į"l acfual position is: weļl srrmmed 9P i a passage from lacques
(PaĪis, ļ857)' Pt. Ī, Īetter 6, p. 36, which was caĮįd to mį attelntion by Gordou
Haight of YaIc. ļacqrres ffiites to Sylvia: 'Je nai pas cuanģe d,avis, ie ne me suis
pas rėconciliė avec la sociėtĄ e!_le artag9 est to_ujours, šebn moi"une de plus
barbaes_irotitutions qu'elļe ait ėbauch6es. }e e doįte pas qu'il ne soit aboli, si
l'es1Ėce hrrmaine fait quelque progrės vers lį justįce eī h 

_raison; 
rm lien plus

huain et nou raoi::s sacrė rempĮace.ra celui-ļģ, et sauĪa assurer l'existeuce'des
edan_ts qui naiuont d'rr ho rne et du e femme, se." e chalnel Ä jamais ta libert6
de ļ'un et de liau e."

6e. F. \Į/. H. Myers, Ė,csays: Modem (Lo don, 1885), PP. 7l-2. There ls rc e
accorrnt of the füghtened reception of George Sand ļn Decļ<er, The Ytaori Co
sc'lerrce (above, note 52), Ä general study of her reputation and influence among
the Victorlans has stįtļ to be written. I hāve the impiession tļat she was tįe moi
widely read gļ alt Įore1qn authors except perĮaps--Goethe' The whole subject of
free love i:r Victorian life a d th9ugbļ wouļd āaįe a vaļuable .ooogr"ph. ĪL"
only comrcted treat nents Ī bave forrnd arel "Īhe Free Love System," "rti uotne
Age, 2d ser. r0 ( 1855), 81Ļ21, a d the article by Robert Brifiarļļt in the Enarctč
Pedļį ot Socļaļ Scļences' whero thcre is e sLort bibliogr.phy.
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toriarrs was t}ļe gļaĪing fact that gave practical edge to the theoreticaļ
dangers of French novels and sociaļ theories-t}at sexuaļ lįceįse in
England not only existed on a ļaĪge scaļe but seemed to be increasing.
In t867 Francis Newman wĪote in Fraseis Magazine: 'That liber-
tinism of the most demoralizing character fourishes in London, i
Paris, and in New York, cannot be a secret; nor that it is confined to
no grade of socieŲ. But alas, t}re chief cities do but impress the imagi
nation more' by the scale of the eviļ." The reference is partly to plosti-
tution, which wiļļ be considered in a moment, but it is also to adultery
and seduction, Newman goes on to remark that what makes the eviļ
more intractabļe is t}rat the ofienders often appeal to 'a. theory upheld
hy earnest PersoĪ}s of both sexes, hitherto whoĮy Ņltless 6f 'ansgres-

sion agąinst the received moralities," a theory that has arisen on both
sides of the Atļantic "concerning'free ļove,' which, however variously
applied, in every case would supersede marriage." Those who invoke
it do so somelimes because they honestly consider sexua] įlįion a
private afiair with which the state has no right to interfere, but more
often as an excuse for the free indulgence of passion. The '?arisian
licentious ess" of our upper ten thousand (the world of Vanitg Foir)
shows t}rat 

*their free ļove' from the very ffrst deĮiberately intends to
abandon tļre loved object, as an inconvenience and an obstacle to
ambition.'' "? The attitude was not limited to t}ļe uPPer ten thousand.
A recurrent theme in the Victorian novel is the seduction of lower-class
grt by the Henry Bellinghams and Arthur Donnithornes, the J. Steer-
forths and Barnes Newcomes.s' In 1857 Dr. Wiļ]iam Actorr said that no
one acquainted with rural life would deny that seduction was *a spoĖ
and a habit with vast numbers of men, married . . and single, placed
above the ranks of labour." ue Among Oxford undergraduates t}e pre-
vailing mores were somewhat higher;

Adultery and Seduction, they avowed, were utter scoundrehsm.
It was needless to say a word more about them. Aį Įeast (said
one) if a gentleman did seduce a poor girl, at any rate he ought
not to abaįdon her, but to make her an allowance, to ļook after
her now and then; to maintain her chiļd, if he had one by her; in
short, he must honourably take the consequences of his own act.

Nevertheless, on the who]e, they did not aPprove of seductįon. A

6/. "Marriage Laws," reprinted in his MĮsceĮĮanĮes, 3' ?22.Ą' 23Ļ4.
6Įl. ot}rer nįveb t}at deaļ with this subject aĪe cited by A-y Crtlse, The Yļc'

torb and' TheĮt Readžng, p. 358.
69' ProstrlĖbn, Cotsļdeteįļ Įn lts MotaĮ, SocļaĮ, and Sanltary Aspec*' p- L75-
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e couļd not exactly put the womaD back where she had been'
It was really a shame to spoil a girl's after-chances. But as to
Fornication, įįat was quite another thing. Ä man found a womaļr
already spoiled; he did ot do her any harm, poor creaturel ,o

'What these texts imply is more than confirmed by statistics. In a single
year (1851) 42,000 illegitimate chiļdren were born in England and
Wales; and on that basis it was estimated that 'one in tweļve of t}e
unrrarried femaļes in the cour:ky above the age of pubeĖy have
strayed from tļre path of viĖue." ?'

Īhe co text of these remarļ<s by Acton and NewmaD is Prostitution,
since the fallen woman, made a outcast by the Victorian code of
Purity, had littļe eļse to tuĪn to for suppoĖ. But seductio was only
one of many factors ļgąrling throuģ the iddle nineteerrth centuĪy
to tļe a]arrring increase of what came to be called _Īhe Great Social
Evil." The growth of indushiaļ cities provirling a cover of secrecy, the
starvation wages of women at tĮe lowest eco omic leveĻ the ainte-
nance of large armed forces, and the social ambitįon which required
the poĘonement of marriage until 8 young man couļd afiord to live
like a gentleman \pere important caĮļses. By 1850 there were at least
50,000 prostitutes lnown to t}re police in England ar1į $gotlanģ 8,000
in London aļone.7z Īn the sixties Taine repoĖed that in the Ha},market
and the Strand'every hundred steps one jostles twenŲ harlots" and
called prostifution 'the real plague_spot of English socieŲ."'E Begin-
ning about 184O and rapidly increasing after 1850, a long series of
boola a d artįcles brought the problem into the open ī' and drove
home the points explicģ made by two writers on the subiect: that
'the prevalengę 9f thic vice tends, in a varieŲ of wa;n, to tle deterįora_
tion of national character,-and to the c"onsequent exposure of the
nations among whom it abounds to wealoess, decline, a d faļl"_and

70. F, \ry. Newrna , 'Re edtes for the Gregt sodaļ Evlļ" (L88s)' MĮEceĮį'įras'

\
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3, 275' Ct,l Mr. Tryan's llfe at coĮege, ln George EIoĻ "}aoet'e Repeutanoe,
scenes ģ cĮedcaĮ Lrte' 9, .hąF. r8, pp. rOĻ11. Aetou, pp. 16&,9, refers to "th

that u ļess it were deaļt witļr promptly from many angles of attacĻ
't}re patient wiĮ be extinct before the disease is eradicated." "o

One approach to the problem is forrnd in an article entitļed'Prostį_
tutio ' i the'westmįnster Reobu for t850' Älthough not sanguine
about the results, the aufļor thought somet}ing might be accomplished
if licentious literature were excluded from the curriculum and boys
brought up with 'tihe same watchful attention to p_,rnŲi' tha! was-

givei to ģIs''e In Newman's tract "Remedies for the Great Social
Ērit". series of pointed questions addressed to you g men is inte ded
to give practicaī suPPoĖ to t}e thesis that if th9y yere- chaste, the

periicious trade of thį hartot would not exist: couļd the1 !e1 to have

their mothers and sisters lnow what they were doing? did they want
to become hypocrites and liars? was it'iust in a man to_e:.P_ec.t i 

-1
wife a antenipual chastiŲ, if he do not come chaste to her"? should

he not feel self-degraded by what are would regard as self-degradation

i her-? Furthermįre, since'the School Classics perniciously inflaure

passion in boys and young men," as do 'many approved rlgĘ|
įo"-., ptays, sculpturĮ', arid p"iotirgs," aIļ such temptatio s should

Ļ as rigidiy barreį from them as they are from girls._Newman-turns
q7i1 goįgtįirg like suppressed rage orr anyone_ who dares gąĮ him a
prude. 'With Įight tho'rsaoģ harlots in London aļone, what utter

įo*u*" is such-talkt It is cļeaĪ that many of us are early aud pro_

foundlv corruptedr no oDe can tell how small a spark may caįļse ex_

plosion.- T}raf remark shouļd be kept in mind by auyone temPted to

75.naĻhWardĮaw,Į'ecatreconFemdĮeProctįtvļtbn(Glasgow,1842),quoted
ļ" wi]ļi; Ī-agal, Tlle C;red SochĮ Eoį (Lo don, l87I), P' 1t4; 8 q ļ9to} PP'

"iii;*. 
cr. 1oti s. snitl, who beglas Ņ sr{P Asqecļs (1850), pp' t-38, by re

mindins au age Eiven to setf-congramlation that the gre8test atįons of ę p_d

t""" ju-"t"iy fäIIe , anįt th* t 9 ouly possible_wa1 f-or Ęgland to_avoid tļg.l
fate ls to ,'otd įt causes as revealed h h:isfory, and ends his chapter on tmmoraltty,

oo. 75_8: *Īte whole array of hlstory' speaktog tLrough Greece, Rome, Īrancą
Ļtu' r courts, aod Georģe Barnwell baļt,ds, 15 th.le to prodaim thgĻ of aļļ the

olacues tlat humau dn .rdt . to scourge ltself, there ls none so paralyzCng to the
'irrį1ĀJ"rr body and minģ uo dlsastroui to the nadonal safeŲ,-and po_lsonous_to

tie Htsh and the True įn tna ' aļi tmmorality." For otļer evļdeuco of a ftģt-

"iįJ_r:r"rr""o. 
of sexuaļ lmmoratity ln Englaaį see Macaulay, 'Letgh Hunt"

(lulr' cī aļ Essags,4,861; BagehoĻ Phgdcs.and Poį,,tļ(, (L872), No' 5, įn

wirl*"a'57ļ; Ma[ocį, Thc Neleo nquulc ( r8Tī )' pp' 4L-\ and Morley, quoted

on the next Page.
ft. we$;t;cĘr BeoĮeto,sg (1850), 479. Īhe author of tbis tmportalt ardcle

1pp. aa-soo) was W. R. Greg: see the Bibltography below, under į1Ļ nqmg'

:enes ģ cĮedcaĮ LtĮe' 2, ottąl'. ļE, PP. ļ0Ļļļ. Aet{
inous efiects of a college career orr fgtheĪs 8. d sons.
7l. Äctou p. 18.

ruinous efiects of a

72. "ProsBtudon " wentnįNteī neaļeu.' 58 (1850), 475.
18. Notes on Engbnd, p. 86; and d. pp 44-8.
74. From ouly a bĖef segĪch for bibliograpby, I fou d 16 books a d 28 cĪHcles

oį PĪosĖtutio pubĮished ln England a d Sc tlaoįl between 1840 arrd 1870, and
there must have been many more. In comparlson the publca on durlng the previous
thlrty yean (ļ8rĻ40) was very slight

9, .hąF. r8, pp. rOĻ11. Aetou, pp. 16&,9, refers to "the

3t7
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ridicule Victorian "prudery" wholesale, or to trace it simply to middle-
class Evangelical morality."

In 1866 John Morley \ilĪote a review of Swinburne's Poems and,
BaĮ.Įads which has come to be a classic example of the Nonconformist
conscience at its worst. 'Ne language is too stĪong," he said (andconscience at its \įorst. -Ne language is too stĪong," he said (and
showed it in nearly every sentence), "to condemn the mįxed vileness
and childishness of deoictins t}ļe sourious nassion of a ntrtrescent im_and childishness of depicting t}le spurious passion of a putrescent im-
agination, the unnamed lusts of sated wantons." For here was a poetagination, the unnamed lusts of sated wantons." For here was a poet
'hrning his lyre in a sŲe," grovelĮing *among the nameless, shameless'hrning his lyre in a sŲe," grovelĮing *among the nameless, shameless
abominations which inspire him with frensied deĮight," and much more
to tļre same PuĪPose. But in the midst of this tirade, Morley paused to
say that if Swi burne were simply "a rebel against the fat-headedsay that if
Phiļistirres and poor_blooded Puritans who insist t}rat alļ poeĘ should
be such as may be wisely placed in the hands of girls of eighteen, and
is fft for tĮe use of Sunday schools, he wouļd have all wise and en_
larged readers on his side. . . . It is a good thing to vindicate passion,
and the s ong and large and rightful pleasures of sense, against the
naĪĪow and inhuman Ą'anny of shrivelled anchorites." But no, what
Swinburne has done is to "set up the PleasuĪes of sense in the seat of
the reason tlrey have detļ-rroned"; oĪ, more pointedly stilĻ he has
crammed his book "with pieces which many a professional vendor of
fflthy prints might bĮush to sell." ī' The man who wrote t}rat review
was no prude and no Puritan. He was simply a very Ųpical Victorian
terriĖed, as he said elsewhere, by "the most arr"ful inflrrx the world ever
saw of furious provocatives to unbridled sensuality and riotous animal-
ism." ?e

To re-read e IdglĮs ot the Kžng against tl-ris background of fear,
bred by French literature, theories of free love, and tļ-re acute awaĪe_
ness of "unbridled sensuality," is to realize at once the full implications
of Tennyson's description of tĮe poem as an "old imperfect tāle, new-
old, and shadowing Sense at war with Souļ." 80 For the poem is tĮe
study of how a socieŲ forrnded on the highest moraļ ideals, above alĻ

77. Nemaa, "Remedles for the Great Sociaļ Evil," pp. 276-Ę. other writers
make tļe same case for censorship for tļe sa e general reason, see Äcton, Pros Ļ
tutĮan' p. t88, and tĮe author of The Scļence ot LĮte' pp. 17-ļ8. We have here tįre
reason for tļe lncrease of "prudery" in the sixtįes which Mrs. Tillotson (see above,
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rspire him with frensied deĮight," and much more
But in the midst of this tirade, Morley paused to
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that of puĪity, is graduaĮly undermined and corrupted by adultery and
fornication. In the central speech which concluded the first edition of
1859, King Artļur reminds the guilty Guinevere of tļe vow his knights
had take :

To reverence tĮe King, as if he were
Their conscience, and their conscience ās their King,
To break the heatļren and uphold the Christ,
To ride abroad redressing human tvĪongs .

To lead sweet lives in purest chastiŲ,
To love one maiden only, cleave to her,
And worship her by years of noble deeds,
Until they won her. .

'Ald al] this tļrove," he says, 'before I wedded thee.'' But

Then came thy shameful sin with Lancelot;
Then came the sin of Tristram and Isolt;
Īhen ot}rers, following these my mightiest lrrrights,
And drawing foul ensample from fair names,
Sinrr'd also, tiļļ the loat}rsome opposite
Of all my heart had destined did obtain,
Ald aĮ thro' theel " ..

Furthermore, from these sins of the fesh sprang other sins-murder,
deceit, disloyaĻ, atheism*untiļ the Table Round was ultimately
broken by civil war and the victory of t}le barbarians in the last great
battle i the west. The ffnal word is spoken by Arthur:

For I, being simple, thought to work His \ĀriĻ
And have but skicken with t}re ,*91į įn yqin,

And all whereon I lean'd in wife and füend
Is traitor to my peace, and all my realm
Reeļs back into the beast, and is o more.8'

Ägain and again that conclusion is anticipated. In "Merlin and Vivian"
the magician who gained his wisdom because

he kept his mįnd oD oĪļe sole aim,
Nor ever touch'd Ėerce wine, nor tasted fesh,
Nor own'd a sensual wish,

81. "Guinevere," li es 46Ļ8, 47ļ4' 48Ļ90.
82. "Īhe Passlng of Artįur," įi es 22-'8.

note 45) noticeste 45) notices without explanation.
78' SaturiJag ReoĮeu,22 (August l
79. Quoted by F. W. Hirst, Ecģ
78' Saturd'ag ReoĮe1D' 22 (August 4, ļUU6), ļ4E-7.
79. Quoted by F. W. Hirst, Ecģ LĮ|e ė Į*tters of lohn MorĮey (2 vols. Lon-
rn' į927)' l, l0.don,
80. "To the Queen," published as al epllogue in the 187Ļ73 ediHon of Tenny_

soni works, ļirres 8&7.

4' 1806), 14Ļ7.
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is seduced and behayed by the harlot of the court. And though he
derries Vivian's calumnies against the loights_no one is staĻless
except Art}ur, and 'is he man at alļP'_the best Merlin can say is that
all were 'brave, and many geįerous, a d some chaste.,, ,. In heileasau were orave, aDCį mįįDy geįerous, a d some chaste...8į In -Pelleas

31a n|5e- Įe yorrng hight who has serrt his füend Gawai to Presshis suit ffnds him in the 
-willing arms of Ettarre; and presently, i,h"o

he remarļ<s to Sir Percivale thaiEttarre is as false as Guinevere is true,
is dumbfounded by the astonished expression on Sir percivale,s face:

And he shrarrk and wail'ģ
'Īs the Queen falseP and Percivaļe was mute.
'Have any of our Round Table held their vowsp
Änd Percivale made answer not a word.
'Is the King true?" .The Kingl,' said percivale.
'Why, t}ren, let men couple aį once witļr woļves.- s.

In'The Last Tournament," pointedly called -The Tour ament of the
Dead Imocence," the hero Trļstram, who has wedded easily aud all
as easily left his bride to take another Isolt for mistress, singi the new
philosophy of love:

New Įife, new love, to suit the newer day;
New loves are sweet as those that went befāre.
Free love-free ffeļd_we love but while we may.

How ridiculous, he cries, for Arthur to have tried to bind .free man-
hood" with inviolable vows.'The wide world laughs at it. . . . \{e are
not angels here nor shall be. . . . My souĻ wā bve but while we
ma1." !-1e can hardly escape rea.ļing the message of tįre Red Knight
to. the King as Tennyson's own speech of bitter-disilļusion to ", āge
rrrhose ideal of puriŲ seems to bē nothlrrg but a hypocritįcaļ ask īo
hįde its sensualiŲ:

Tell thou the King and alļ his tiars that I
Have founded my Rorrnd Table in the No*Ļ
A d whatsoever his own knights have sworn
My knights have sworn the courter to it-aud say
My tower is fuļļ of harlots, like his couģ
But mine are worthier, seeing they profess
To be none other than themselves-aud say

!3. Ltnes 82r4,77s' 8l5; and see the whoļe P8ssage, ļtnes 689Jil6.
84. IJ es 52ļ-B'
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My knights are aļl adulterers like his own,
But mine are tĪuer, seeing t}rey profess
To be none other; and say his hour is come,
The heathen aĪe uPon him, his long lance

. Broken, and his Excalibur a s aw.8s

If this picture of t}re decļine and fall of a civilization was l*g"Ļ
the expreision of Tennyson's somber observation of contemporary
tife,'u it was also-inevitably,, coming from the mouth of the poet
laureate-a horrible warning. The didactic intention of stemming the
tide, or trying to, is manifest in the introduction of two moral lessons,

two cuĪes, one might say, for the disease. The first is the reaffirmation,
in t}re strongest possible terms, of the code of puriŲ, embodied in the
lives of a fJw knights and ladies-notably Arthur and Galahad, Enid
and Elaine-and expor:nded with alļ its anathemas by the King himse]f

in the speech to Guinevere. There, after quoting the knightly vow,

To lead sweet lives in purest chastiŲ,
To love one maiden only, cleave to her,

he pronounces judgment upon tie Queen in tones far more Victorian
tham Celtic;

85. Lines 27H1, 69Ļ98, 77J8. With Tris am's distoĖion for se zuaļ reasons

of the doctrine of free love, comPaĪe F. W. Newman's statemenĻ four years earter,
on p. 365 above. Betweeu the eĻly lĮIgīls and t}rose of the late slxties stanįls the
-Lricretius," written io l8B5. Its centraļ theme is t]re erotic effect of t}e love

potion given Lucretius by his wife. But to imagire that Temyson- w-as tying 'to
Ļ'i. t t 

_th" 
libertinism and daring of Swinbumds Poems and BaĮ]gįš' is prepos-

terous. on the conhary, he taļļcs the language of Morley's review: see Įines 52J,
ļ5&43. Lucretius (lines Į84ff') says of his erotic dreams tļrat like crowds i:n ag

hour of civic tuoult, they bear the keepers down and throng 'Ta1 in!9 tlat council-
haļl where sit tĻe best ,od ,t t li"st of the laad." It is the council-hall of C melot_
end Westminster. ÄnĮl so, since (lines 219-22' 23l-2)'

. , . Īļol it seeĪns solne unseen monster lays
His vast and fflthy hands upon my wiĮ,
\Ų1ę ching it bacJĒwaĪd into his, and spoils
My bliss ia being. . . .

hy should I, beastlike as I ffnd myseĘ
Not manlike end mYself?

Īhe same monsteĪ laid his ha ds on Arthur's court and thwarted Arthur's wlll.
86. cf. s. C, BurcheĻ _Iennyson'l'Allegory in tļe Distaįce,'" PMLA' 68

(ļ95s), 418-į4. BurcheļI rightly brings forward other sources of Tennyson's

despair, especiaĻ the pride, 
_greed, 

and selffshness of a co loercial_ soctŅ. All
I cļaim is that sexual lmmoraLty is the cenhal evil in Tennyson's mlnd'
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I hold that man the worst of pubĮic foes
Who either for his own or ehildren's sake,
To save his blood from scandaĻ lets the wife
Whom he ļrmows faļse abide a d ruļe tļe house:
For being thro'his cowardice allow'd
Her station, taken everywhere for pure,
She like a new disease, unknown to meĪļ,
Creeps, no precaution used, among the crowd,
Makes wicked lighurings of her eyes, and saps
The fealty of our friends, and stirs the pulse
With devilt leaps, and poisons half the you g.

As he depaĖs, Arthur (who remarks in passing that he'was ever virgin
save for thee") cannot so much as take her hand, since his own flesh,
'here looking down on thine polluted, cries, 'I loathe thee.'" And
Guinevere herseļf, bowed in bitter repentance, completely eoncurs in
his judgment, even to the admission tļrat

The shadow of another cleaves to me,
Änd makes me oDe pollution.8?

It is only by keeping vividly in mind the merging infuence of the
Puritan revival, tļre exaltation of tlre family, and the acute fear of sex,
that an age like ours, which sets no great value on chastiŲ and views
marriage as a problem in adjustment and forbearance betweerļ equals,
can tolerate tĮis passage, or avoid ffnding Arthur more of an irrsufier_
able prig than an ideal man.

The second cure for tļre disease of the age also appears in this cen_
tral speech of the poem. Arthrrr lqows o gĪeater Power' he says, of
keeping down 'the base in man" tļlan "the maiden passion for a
maid.'' 88 Frorr the fear of sex we Pass directly to the exaļtatio of love.

4. Looe

At the house Party in Malļock's Neu Republžą one subiect of 4is-
cussion is love. "I know a littļe of t}re love poeĘ of this and of other
times," remarĮs Mr. Aļļen,'and the poetry of this has always seemed
to me far-far the highest. It has seemed to me to give the passion
so much more meaning, and such a much gĪeater infuence over all
ļįfe." He is thinking especially, he says, of two co temPorary Poets:

87' "Guinevere," Įines 509-ļ9, 5514' lrĻt4.
88. Ī.ļnes 4'Ī4-7.

MORAL ATTITUDES

\\1ļ

LOVE

Shakespeare may of coįlĪse heve exhibited the working of 
-love

more p-owerfully than they; yet I am sure he could never have

conceilved its meaning and its nature so deeply. No heroine of hįs

couļd have understood Mrs. Browning's Sonrets from the Portu'
guese; nor any hero of his her husband's love lyrics. IMhat seems to

āe the thing so pecuĮiarly modern, įs tļis notion of love as some-

thing which, once truly attąined, would, as Browning says,

. make Time breaĻ
Letting us PeDt-uP creatļļĪes through
Into Eternity, ouĪ due."g

This is to make love not only the suPreme exPerience of life but its
end and object-the very meaĮļs by which the souļ is saved. The ftrļļest

stateme t i, io'c.i.ti.rą'written weļļ before Browni g met Elizabeth
Barrett:

Doubt you if, in some such momenĻ
As she ffxed me, she felt clearlY,

Ages Past the soul existed,
Here an age't is resting merelY,

And hence fleets again for ages,

Whiļe the true end, sole and single,
It stoPs here for is, this love-waY,

With some otļer souļ to mingle?

Else it loses what it lived for,
And eternallY must lose it;

Better ends may be in prospecĻ
DeePer blisses (if You choose it),

But this life's end and this love-bliss
Have been lost here'

Īhe omoment' is tļre criticaļ moment when the lover meets his souĻ

mate, the one Persoį irr t}re wide world who was made for hirn or her,

made to be ļäved forever, here and hereafter. After Ėnding one's

afrnity, to draw back, like Cristina, out of timidity o1 ap-athy or any

consiāeration of 'the world's honorrrs," is failure in life. Success is to
seize the predestined momeĪļt and to love on, even if love is rrrrrequited

(as here)_, even if the beļoved is dead_always to be fait}fuļ untiĻ in

89. Pages 24Ļļ, This ls Maļļock's om oplnlon: d' k LĮfe worth Lļoļīg? P'
ļ0s.
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heaven, the perfect union is achieved or rerļewed' This exhaordi arv
crmception, though often expressed more moderately, is found fu;i,otļer Victorial Poets, notaĒly Tennyson, p" o.dĻJnār"*. e"Įin hundreds of oveļs_for in ffction, too, what seeured .odr- 

"t 
tl"fu'u***. the 

-same 
pre_occupation. In the work of s"ott, as_R;ļ.i;

and Bagehot observeģ love Ļd marriage had been viewed as simolv
constįtuents of huma happiness. Now, Ļ the modera oo"rĮ tt 

"rr-'#often become its soļe ob;ģ the most important l*too'
Literature, of course, and especially t 

" 
utoįt*" of love, is ot a

gan1cript of realiy. But it is siqnifica į that Taine cited M"j"; D"įįĻ,
the lover of Ämelia in Vanitg Fair, who waited art""o y.ĻĮ;,fiį
hope because for him there was but one womįul in the wärtd. 

", 
."r*_

sentative of what he had observed in England_but not į F;;i;;.'M*. y do not *""Į T @ s {lueįce of a-tļwarted incrinauo", -a ācouti ue to įive with their eldest brother' . . . O e *ho *". .r*
tioned to me, very d;stinguished, was supplanted by a utrua Juat;ĮĮ_
ing two years_apprehensions were feļt foi-his reason. He went to hina
arrd to Ausralia; at-Present he occupies a high posĻ h" h", beu, -"aįa bar_onet, he presides over importait busineĮs, įut le is uomroieā.-įi
It is fair to-say, I thinĻ that the woman who insisteģ for aļl Carlvle's
F-9*liog, that men arrd womerr were bom .for the 

"tr"t 
p".p"'ä 

"Įjeg": lovą or being fallen in love with,,was a rather ,iį,ĮJ-i,iĮ_
torian,o2

90' Ruskin, "Fiction, Fatr a'n{. FouĻ- sec. I, par. 2Į, lg worlcs, 34, 28Ļ5;BagehoĻ '"Īhe Waverley Novels," Work' 2, rsg-zor. r"* r-Ir"pĮ,iĻ 
"u-lĮfi,Tä1,1,'Īff;ffj,ä,iTiJĖ"i*Y-:ffi ,'.T':iJ"T,:Ėš#Zi

having loved Lily |ale, "tt behoved him, as a t "ļ ,,,,,' įo Ė"į ;;įh"
-end] 

e19n though she shouļd refuse to maĪ / him; and į" ,""-" ;-.;*-;*;
ladyJuļia. (8,_chap. 15, p' 2s0) when she iays to him 

"r,", 
uryt *ri*ä,Ę

have loved uuly, 91en tĮough you shall have įved i vain, wiĮ b" . *o.oi"uįowhen you are as oļd as I ,-: Cf. Tennyson, Maud, patt l, sec. xi; Įn Menofui,
No. 27, though he is t}rere thinking of Ėis love for-.d*hur Halļa .

. 01. ļIoįes.oį EnghŅ' PP. 96-7. cf. Yeats, attitude to*ard Maude Can e' TheAį;itlbļogĪaPj1v.of wlļįhm ButĮer_Ye.cts (New York, r9s8), pp. s4i,į &-įrj;
T'lqh,."c"*y have c.ited Squire Date a d lrcrd De Guest ;"Tn" si"l-i^lä
AuļįĮgtotl (see previous note)' 9., c}a-l. r_3, PP. l97{: ..The sory 

"f 
th;ī;

had been so far the sane; eachĮrad loved, airā each had b.", dį" ;;,"d,;;
then each had re ained stngle through life.,
_ 92. Froude, CarŲĮe: LĮ|e 

,tn 
LmiĮon, ,,-*"n. 8, p. 216. Cf. Ruskin, -Ftction,

I* 9 rouļ"' P. 284n. The.onl_y essay I }:nāw ori vi"to.i* ļ.* (;"Jthi, ;y"'fr'!#'Tįfr '.-"iį:r'T,;įi:"" ".-ļ'Ļ?"*:Ļyil,į*,"l*-T
a Vaļu ."

MoĘAL ATTĪĪUDE8

\Ą

LOVE

lhe whole attįtude is exactly what we call Romantiq and it was, in
facĻ a direct inheritance from Ro anticism: paĖly from its aturaļism,
which fourrd the instincts good and appealed to the feelings or tĮe
heart as tie supreme guide to conduct and wisdom; partly from its
ideatism, whetļer Platonic or chivalric. The sfudy of Victorįan love is
the sfudy of how įhiq ąģįįį9 , embodied mainly in the works of
Rousseau" Shelley, and George Sand, was domesticated under the
powerful influence of Evangelical and family sentiment, and then em-
phasizeģ as a protection againsĻ or a solution for, some major concerns
of the time, sensuality, the marriage market, the painful mood of
bafled thought, a d the decįine of religious faith.

Irr the literature of love written in the foĖies and fifties there ocgurs
a Persiste t ote of reco sEuctįon, It takes the forrr of antithesis. Love
is not something carnal and evil to be ashamed of but sometling pure
and beautifrrĻ it is uot a terrptation to be skrrggled against but a great
ethicaļ force which can Protect men from lrrst and wen shengt}en
and purĻ the moral will; it is not an experience limited to courtshiP
but continues throughout life, animating husband a d wife no less than
the lover a:rd his lass. The motivatįon is obvious. If men are to be
saved from the sensuality tļat tļreatens socieŅ, love must be distįn'
guished from sex and given its rightfrrl place and infue gę \Ārithin

tļe code of puriŲ' \ hen Sir Guy Morville iĪ Tlįę Heir ģ Redclgffe
(185s) discovers that Amy is the being he had dreagrt of, tļe o e
$rornaįr he wou]d love forever, Charlotte Yonge stops to point out:
'Sternly as he was wont to heat his impulses, he did not look on his
afiection as a earthborn faucy, liable to draw him from higher things,
anģ therefore, to be combatted; he deemed her rather a guide and
guard whose love might arrr him, soothe him, and encourage him." e8

Īhe leaders of this new orientation were Kingsley and Paturore; its
principal ma:rifestoes Yeas, (1851) and Th.e AngeĮ Įn the House
(1855, 1858).
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The Ęic

At Francis Allen's on the Christmas-eve -
The game of forfeits done _ üe girls aĮļ kiss'd
Beneath the sacred bush and past away -
The parson Holmes, the poet Everard Hall,
The host, and I sat round the wassaiĮ-bowl,
Then half-way ebb'd: and ūere we heļd a talk,
How aĮl the old honour had from Christmas gone'
Or gone, or dwindled down to some odd games
In some odd nooĮs like this; tilĮ I, tired out
With cutting eights that day upon the pond,
Where, three times sĮipping from the outeĪ edge,
I bump'd the ice įnto three several stars,
Feļl in a doze; and half-awake I heard
The parson taking wide and wider sweeps,
Now haņing on the church-commissioners,
Now hawking at Geology and schism;
Until I woke, and found him settled down
Upon the general decay of faith
Right thro' the world, 'at home was lįttle Įeft,
And none abroad: there was no anchor, Īļone'
To hoĮd by.' Francis, laughing, clapt his hand
On Everard's shoulder, with 'I hold by him.'
'And I,' quoth Everard, 'by ūe wassail-bowl.'
''Why yes,' I said, 'we ļorew your gift that way
At college: but another whįch you had,
I mean of verse (for so we held įt then),
What came of that?' 'You krrow,'-said Frank, 'he burnt
His epic, his King Arthur, some Ewelve books'-
And then to me demanding why? 'Oh, sir,
He thought that nothing ne1Į/ was said, or else-
Something so said 'twas nothing - that a truth
Looks freshest in the fashion of the day:
God knows: he has a mint of reasons: ask.
It pleased me well enough.' 'Nay, nay,' said Hall,
'Why take the styĮe of those heroic times?
For nature brings not back the Masrodon,
Nor we those times; and why shoüld any man
Remodel models? these twelve books of mine
Were faįnt Homeric echoes, nothing-worth,
Mere chaff and draff, much better burnr.' 'But I,'
Saįd Francis, 'pick'd the eleventh from this hearth,
And have it: keep a thing, įts use will come.
I hoard it as a sugar-plum for Hoļmes.'
He Įaugh'd, and I, though sĮeepy, like a horse
That hears the corn-bin open, prick'd my ears,
For I remember'd Everard's college fame
When we'\ry'ere Freshmen: then at my request
He brought it; and the poer litrle urged,
But with some prelude of disparagement,
Read, mouthįng out hįs hollow oes and aes,
Deep-chested music, and to this result.

Morte d'Arthur

So alĮ day long the noise of battļe rolĮ,d
Among the mounrains by the winter sea;
Untįl King Arthur's table, man by man,
Had fall'n in Lyonnesse about rheir Lord,
King Arthur: rhen, because his wound was deep,
The boĮd Sir Bedivere uplifted him,
Sįr Bedivere, the Įast of alį his hrights,
And bore him to a chapeĮ nigh the fieĮd,
A broken chancel wįth a broken cross'
That stood on a dark strait of barren land.
On one side lay the Ocean, and on one
Lay a great water, and the moon was full.

Then spake King Arthur to Sir Bedįvere:
'The sequel of to-day unsolders all
The goodliest feĮĮowship of famous lcrights
Whereof this world holds record. Suchį sĮeep
They sleep _ the men I Įoved. I think that we
ShalĮ never more' at any future time,
Delight our souls wįth talk of knightty deeds,
WaĮking about the gardens and tūe halls
Of Camelor, as in the days thar were.
I perish by this people whįch I made, _
Tho' Merlin sware that I should come again
To ruļe once mofe _ but let what wiĮl be, be,
I am so deepĻ smitten thro' the helm
That wįthout heĮp I cannot last tillmorn.
Thou therefore take my brand Excalibur,
Whįch \Mas my pride: for thou rememberest how
In those old days, one summer noon' an arĪn
Rose up from out rhe bosom of the lake,
Clothed in white samite, mysdc, wonderful,
Holding the sword - and how I row'd across
And took ir, and have worn it, like a king:
And, wheresoever I am sung or told
ln aftertime this also shaļl be Įorown:
But now delay not: rake Excalibur,
And fling him far into the mįddle mere:
Watch what thou seėst, and lightly bring me word.'

To him repĮied üe boĮd Sįr Bedivere:
'It is not meet, Sir King, to leave thee thus,
Aidless, alone, andr smitten thro' the helm.
A little thing may harm a wounded man.
Yer I thy hest will all perform at fulĮ,
Watch what I see, and iightly bring thee wold.,

So saying, from the ruin'd shrįne he stept
And in the moon athv/art the place of tomįs,
Where Įay rhe mighty bones of ancįent merļ.,
Old hrights, and over rhem the sea-wind sang
Shrill, chili, wįth flakes of foam. He, steppirgĮo*.,
By zĪg-zagPaths, and juts of pointed rock,
Came on rhe shining levels of the lake.
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There drew he forth the brand ExcaĮibur,

And o'er him, drawįng it, the wįnter moon'
Brightening the skirs of a long cloud, ran forth
And'sparkled keen wįth frost against the hilt:
For all the haft rwinkled wįth diamond sparks,
Mņiads of topaz-lights, and jacinth-work
of subtlest jerryellery. He gazed so Įong
That both his eyes were dazzĮed, as he stood,
This way and that dividing the swift mind,
In act to throw: but at the Įast it seem'd i

Better to leave ExcaĮibur conceal'd
There in the many-knotted waterflags,
That whįstled stiff and dry about the marge.
So strode he back slow to the wounded King.

Then spake King Arūur to Sir Bedivere:
'Hast thou perform'd my mission which I gave?
What is it thou hast seen? or what hast heard?'

And answer made the bold Sir Bedivere:
'I heard the ripple washing įn the reeds,
And the wįĮd water lapping on the crag.'

To whom replied King Arthur, faint and pale:
'Thou hast betray'd thy nature and thy name,
Not rendering true answer, as beseem'd
'Thy fėalry, nor like a noble lceight:
For surer sign had folĮow'd, either hand,
or voice, or eĮse a motion of the mere.
This is a shameful thing for men to lie.
Yet now, I charge thee, quickly go again
As thou art lief and dear, and do the thing
I bad thee, watch, and tighŅbring meword.'

Then went Sir Bedivere ūe second tįme
Across üe ridge, and paced beside the mere,
Counting the dewy pebbles, fix'd in thought;
But when he saw the wonder of the hiĮt,
How curiousĮy and strangely chased, he smote
His palms together, and he cried aĮoud,

'And if įndeed I cast üe brand aw^y,
Surely a precious thing, one'$,'orthy note,
Shouļd thus be lost for ever from the earth,
Which might have pĮeased the eyes of many men.
What good should follow this, if this were done?
What harm, undone? deep harm to disobey,
Seeing obedįence is the bond of rule.
Were įt weļl to obey then, įf a king demand
An act unprofitabĮe, against himself?
The King is sick, and Į<rrows not what he does.
What record, or what relįc of my lord
Should be to aftertime, but empty breath
And rumours of a doubt? but were this kept,
Stored in some treasure-house of mighry kings,
Some one might show it at a joust of arms,
SŅng, "Kirg Arthur's sword, Excalibur
Wrought by the Įonely maįden of the Lake.
Nine years she wrought it, sitting įn the deeps
Upon the hįdden bases of the hilĮs.''

So might some old man speak įn the aftertime
To aļĮ the people, winning reverence.
But now much honour and much fame were lost.'

So spake he, clouded with his own conceit,
And hid Excalibur the second time,
And so strode back sļow to the wounded King.

Then spoke King Arthur, breathing heavily:
'What is it thou hast seen? or what hast heard?

And answer made the boĮd Sir Bedįvere:
'I heard the water lapping on the crag,
And the long ripple washing įn the reeds.'

,To whom replied KingArthur, much in wrath:
'Ah, miserable and unkind, uĪttrue'
Unknightly, traitor-heartedļ Woe is me!
Authority forgets a dying king,
Laid widow'd of the power in his eye
That bow'd the witl. I see thee whar thou art,
For üou, üe latest-left of all my kreights'
In whom should meeį the offices of aļl,
Thou wouldst betray me for the precious hilt;
Either from lust of gold, or like a girl
Valuing ūe giddy pleasure of the eyes'
Yet, for a man may fail in duty rwice,
And the third rime may prosper, ger rhee hence:
But, if thou spare to fling Excalibur,
I wilĮ arise and sĮay thee wįth my hands.'

Then quickly rose Sir Bedivere, and ran,
And, leaping down the ridges lightly, plunged
Among the bulrush-beds, and clutch'd the sword,
And strongly wheel'd and threw įt. The great brand
Made lightnings in the splendour of the moon,
And flashing round and round, and whirl'd in an arch,
Shot Įįke a streamer of the northem moĪTĮ,
Seen where the moving isĮes of winter shock
By night, wįth noises of the northern sea.
So flash'd and feil the brand Excalįbur:
But ere he dipt üe surface' rose an arĪn
Clothed įn whįte samite, mystic, wonderfuĮ
And caught him by the hiĮt, and brandįsh'd him
Three times, and drew him under in the mere.
And lightly v/enr the orher ro the King.

Then spoke King Arthur, drawing thįcker breath:
'Now see I by thine eyes that thįs is done.
Speak out: what įs it thou hast heard, or seen?'

And answer made the boĮd Sir Bedįvere:
'Sir King, I closed mine eyeiids, lest the gems
Should blind my puņose, for I never Sa.w.'
Nor shallsee, here or eļsewhere, till I dįe,
Not tho' I Įive three lives of mortal men,
So great a miracle as yonder hilt.
Then wįth both hands I flung him, wheeling him;
But when I look'd again, behoļd aĪ-! atĪrL'
Clothed in white samire, mystic, wonderful,
That caught him by the hiĮt, and brandish'd him
Three times, and drew him under įn the mere.'
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And answer made King Arthur, breathing hard:

'My end draws nigh; 'tis tįme that I were gone.
Make broad tŅ shoulders to receįve my weight,
And bear me to the margin; yet I fear
My wound hath taken cold, and I shall die.'

So saying, from the pavement he half rose,

Slowly, wiü pain, reclining on his arm,
And looking wistfully with wįde blue eyes
As in a picture. Him Sir Bedįvere
RemorsefulĮy regarded thro' his tears,
And would have spoken, but he found not words,
Then took with care, and lcreeiing on one knee,
o'er both his shouĮders drew the ianguid hands,
And rising bore him thro' the place of rombs.

But, as he walk'd, King Arthur panted hard,
Like one that feels a nightmare on his bed
When all the house įs mute. So sigh'd the King,
Muttering and murmuring at his ear, 'Quick, quick!
I fear it is too late, and I shalĮ die.'
But the oüer sl}itty strode from ridge to ridge,
Cloūed with his breath, and lookįng, as,he walk'd,
I-arger than human on the frozen hills.
He heard ūe deep behind him, and a cry
Before. His own thought drove him like.a goad.
Dry clash'd his harness in the icy caves
And barren chasms, and āll to left and right
The bare black cliff clang'd round him, as he based
His feet on juts of slippery crag that rang
Shaņ-smitten wįth the dint of armed heels -
And on a sudden, loį the levellake,
And the long glories of the winter moon.

Then saw they how there hove a dusĻ barge,
Dark as a funeraį scarf from Stem to sterĪį,
Beneath them; and descending they were waĪe
That all the decļ<s were densgwith stateĮy-forrns
Black-stoled, bĮack-hooded, like a dream _ by these
Three Queens with crowns of gold - and from them ros
A.ry that shiver'd to the tingling stars,
And, as it were one voice, an agony
of lamentation, like a wind, that shrilĮs
All night įn a waste Įand, where no one comes'
Or hath come, since the making of the world.

Then murmur'd Arthur, 'Place me in the barge,'
And to the barge they came. There those three Queens
Put forū their hands, and took the King, and wept.
But she' that rose the taļlest of them all
And fairest, laįd hįs head upon her lap,
And loosed the shatter'd casque, and chafed his hands,
And call'd him by his name, compĮaining Įoud,
And dropping bitter tears against his brow
Striped with dark biood: for all hįs face was white
And colourless, and like the wither'd moon

Smote by the fresh beam of the springing east;
And aļl his greaves arid cuisses dash'd with drops
Of onset; and the light and lustrous curls -
That made his forehead like a rising sun
High from the dais-throne - were parch'd with dust;
Or, clotted into points and hanging loose,
Mix'd wįth the knightĮy growth that fringed his Ęs.
So ļike a shatter'd column lay the King;
Not Like that Arthur who, with lance in rest,
From sPur to pĮume a star of tournament,
Shot thro' the ļįsts at Camelot, and charged
Before the eyes of ladies and of kings.

Then Įoudly crįed the bold Sįr Bedivere,
'Ah! my Lord Arthur, whither shall I go?
Where shalĮ I hide my forehead and my eyes?
For now I see the true old times are dead,
When every morning brought a noble chance,
And every chance brought out a nobĮe lcright.
Such times have been not since the light that Įed
The holy Elders with the gift of myrrh.
But now the whole RouND rasl-E is dissolved
Which was an image of the mighry world;
And I, the last, go forth companionĮess,
And the days darken round me, and tJre years,
Among ne'w men' strange faces, other mįnds.'

And sĮowly answered Arthur from the barge:
'The oĮd order changeth, yietding place to ne'w'
And God fulfįĮs Himseļf in manyways,
Lest one good custom should coĪĪuPt the world.
Comfort thyself: what comfort is in me?
Į have lived my Įįfe, and that which I have done
May He within Himseļf make pure! but thou,
If thou shouldst never see my face again,
Pray for my soul. More things are wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy voice
Rise lįke a fountain for me night and day.
For what are men better than sheep or goats
That nourish a bĮind life wįthin the brain,
If, knowįng God, they lift not hands of prayer
Both for themselves and those who caļl them friend?
For so the whole round earth is everyway
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God.
But now fareweļĮ. I am going a long way
With these thou seėst _ įf indeed I go -
(For allmy mind is clouded wįth a doubt)
To the island-vaļley of Avilion;
Where faļļs not haiĮ, or rain, oĪ any srĮow'
Nor ever wind bļows ioudly, but įt lįes
Deep-meadow' d, hrppy, faįr wįth orchard-lawns
And bowery ho1lows crown'd with summeĪ sea,

Where I will heal-me of my grievous wound''
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So said he, and the barge with oar and saiĮ

Moved from the brink, like some fulļ-breasted swan
That, fluting a wiĮd carol ere her deaü,
Ruffles her pure cold plume, and takes the fiood
With swarthy webs. Long stood Sir Bedivere
Revolūng many memories, till the hull
Look'd one biack dot against the verge of dawn,
And on the mere the wailing died away.

*

Here ended Hall, and our last light, that long
Had'ļvink'd and threaten'd darkness, flared and feĮl:

At which the Parson, sen[ to sleep wįth sound,
And waked with silence, grunted 'Good!' but we
Sat rapt: it was the tone with which he read -
Perhaps some modern touches here and there
Redeem'd it from the charge of nothingness -
or else we Įoved the man and prized his work;
I ļcrow not: but we sitting, as I said,
The cock crew Įoud; as at that time of year
The Įusry bird takes every hour for dawn:
Then Francis, mutterįng, Įįke a man ill-used,
'There no'w _ įhat's nothing!'dreĪĀ/ a little back,
And drove his heel into the smouĮder'd log
That sent a blast of sparkles up the flue
And so to bed; where yet in sleep I seem'd
To sail with Arthur under looming shores,
Point after point; till on to dawn, when dreams
Begin to feel the truth and stir of day,
To me, meüought, who waited with a crowd,
There came a bark that, blowing forward, bore
King Arthur' like a modern g".rū"*r.,
Of stateliest port; and all the people cried

-=-'Arthur is come again: he cannot die.'
Then those,that stood upon the hills behind
Repeated - 'Come again and thrice as fair;'
And, further inland, voices echoed -'Come
With aĮ good things, and war shaļl be Īto more.'
At this a hundred bells began to peal,
That with the sound I woke, and heard įndeed
The clear church-bells ring įn the Chrįstmas morn.
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