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CHAPTER TWENTY.THREE

Imperial Eflects
In oar Museum gaĮĮ'eries

Today I Įingtred ler tbe prize
Dead Greea voucbtafes to Įining e1u_
Hn Art fmner infresb aise

From bmr 1o bour rejoicingru-
Sigbing I tarned at Įast to pin
onu nnre tbe Innįm dirt and din;
.lnd as I naįe tbe sning-daor r1in
And issued, tbel were boisting in

A ninged beast fron Ninoeb.

Ąnd as Į tarnedrm! Wu bĘthat
StiĮĮ'sap the nopds of curb:and rut
Go past as marsballed to tbe strut
{lf ranks in gy2sum qaaintŲ cut.

It nened in one rame pageantrlt
Tbey folloaed forns nbicb ltad ben erst:
To pas, tiĮl on m1t siģt sbaaĮd burx
Tbat futare of tbe best or Dont
Wben sonc na1 quution obicb aas frst,

of Īmdon or af Ninmeb.

Dante Gabriel Rossetti



c 
DASSPORTS'(said Baedeker, 1887): ,These documents are not

ļ ..n cess1ry in England, thorrgh sometimes usefirl in procuring
delivery ofregistered an dl)^rte restante letters. A z,, is quitene.dLssi

with such an indulgent ease did England admit her visitors in
those days, d the foreigner from r.norā shuttered and suspicious
States must have felt he was entering an imperially spaciow king_
dom. Once inside, however, he worrld find su1prisingĻ little Physr-
cal evidence that thiswas an imperial kingdom at all. The -Ļ t*o
imperial events mentioned in Herr Baāeker,s outļine of m'gĮisb
Hi.t!n2 are 'Foundation of the East India Companf_ and-,Can-ada
Taken frotn the French'. His bibliography includes-no book about
the Empirą and ev'en his separate volume on London lists the great
imperial offices on|y ut' pasvnr, and does not botįrer to mentiģ for
instance, that the laws passed byr the House of C;ommons might
goYern the affairs of a couple of hundred million PeoPle who Ēad
never set foot on English soil.

The imperial venture had not much marked the British. They
were still far more an island than an imperial raoe. Ifthe visitor found
his way to one of Frith's immense geĻre picture s_DerŲ Da1, Tbe
R'ailna1 Stati'on, or Rams gate Stnds_wlttchwere consciousĻ intĮnded
t9 be lpito gs of the time, he would find that nothing imperial
showed at all (unless you count ostrich feathers-up to nine guineas
a fan in 1897): notabronzedface, not a blackamoorpegernot even a
Maharajah instructing his jockey.r Īn its most penetrating degree

- , Y. P. Frith-(r8r9-r9o9) had long endured rhe sneers of the avant-garib,
but the public lo-ved his woĄ and_it was lavishly reproduced. I hoive a
strong fello*fee_ling for a craftsqįan who said of hiļ moįt successful work,
Dcrey D-a , th1t'tĻ acrobats, th9 nigger minstrels, gypsy fortune tellers, to
say nothing ofcarriages filled with pĒīty womeī, toäėihJr with the sporģng
elėment, seemed to ffer abundantĻatJ.rial for tįre tfi" of.'t tįīįifiiīt?
obliged-in the absence of higher g,ftr-to devote myselP.
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ImperiaĮ Effects

P'i'i'!'imperialism had Ęen active for hardly more than adecade:
in a kingdom moulded by a tĮrousand y.r* oihir.ori* ;ā;.y,it was only paint on thefagade

2,
T.t, 

rr, "T':h: Ņe in hanģ wander around london, this heart
ot the *orlģ and ste how mucĻ. imperial gilding shine, *it 'įį.n.
structĮļrą Then as now it *r' th. citį of a cities, *vin* įĮ i"
::':::_..|l*..ry.reansenseof th",,oiv.rsJ;ič'.ffi;Ļi r..,glones' nches and miseries of the human condition *.." -rįn_trated there. Creatl:.a1a and population than,any ott., opit t,it lay 'there vast and blackened'aĻg .r'" rįr*į] *Į 'räįļ "rships and factories swirling p.1p.tojly among it 

'to*.o 
vrį..

often tlran not its skies were oĖ..Ļ.a #*, gr.yĮtooą *a th" Jr.,fl:*{ through it sluggtshĻ thick with fiįfi. il;il'rh"Įpi"r
the Victorian s.rbu.bs e*tended, from ,1o* ao re.sĮĘtable teffac todetached villa, mile after mile into .he blighted äun" ā;;įĻ
liiTllrppd by the most rolticking nigr,ire i" įį"Ė, ,h.;ffiĻ
:i^rjT:::. flT* Td' er:y, $thi lļypinnacled, anā aĮtended byrnar areme shnne of the-English, W.estminster Abbey.'W'e 

are in the heart of thā British Empire. The obĻous place tostart ouĪ inspection is Thomas Cook s in tudgate cil;; įį i ;'
di.sappointing to find that its doorman, who hal until ,.*rJ;;;;
a kind o|whi.te to_Pee, intended . 

"""t" *"įĮu.Į. B"räcĮĮĻ,*l rr, has aļready reverted to a plain blue cap, after .prolon.sed

T:lrrrissed protests, from the staff The great monĻ*.ioi
T*"-1are |ļardf ļess reticent about tįreį imį;a .onr".tiorr. ĪnĪne lover they show u9 a few old guns from āden. In St Pauļ]s and

,Y:r3'.:: irP , h3d{ of rperial he.o.s, G.;ā"; Ė*.],uwre1gl_Uvmgstone, HavelocĻ are altogether swamped bv the

:1i1""l9fl, *j qPT* Ęslators,'dĻ,i',', ;uiÄĮ-įr"Ļar sts, or soldiers and sailors made celebrated by lĻg *"*.i*įr
yar in Europe. Perhaps as we wander dowa whitįįalĪ;;;;
one oĪ t'wo authentic nren.ofEmpireļ sunburnt yoĮļng men looking alittle awhward in their stiff *.hiĻ ;il*" ;; .t,rfi#*;Į;ä_
tous wheeze up the stęs of the Įndia office: 

"-. 
.r,.ĻĮĮaĮiiĮ,

+26

Inperial Efeas
are embedded indistinguishably in the warren of Whitehall, and
nobody seems to knov which is which, No Dyaks or Zaptiehs
morļnt guard outside StJames's Palae; no pagoda roofs or African
caryatids stand in imperial rymbol; among at *" bright frescoes of
trheĮIouses of Parliament we shall find only one wiih an imperial
motiĻand that concerned with seventeenth-century Īndia.

A few deliberatģ imperialinstitutions may be pointed out to us.
The_Īinperial Īn9titute in South Kensington is a showcase ofEmpire,
p-"IlĮ .an exhiĮition of raw materials ąnd manufactrrres, p*tly ,
club for people interesqed in imperial affairs, partly 

" 
*.*"r.i"l

bureau_rtcb in,ymboĮ and mrumm.t, Tennyson haā written of it,
nkib nay s2eak n tbe cntaries: but it is too bi5 or too solemn, for the
available enthusiasrn, and if we venture throuģ its elaborate halls,
towered and vaulted like an Indian railway station, we shall find it
depressingly echoing ahd deserted. At the Victoria and Aļbert
Museum we shall see the collection ofkrdian art füst assembled by
the East Īndia Co5npany, but its rooms, too, aĪe unlikely to be
overcrowded, and if any members of the public are showing a
marked interest in anything, they are sĮļre to be looking at Tīpu
Sultan's famous Tiger-Man-organ, an ingenious toy *t'i.t, ,.ģ
s9nts 1krģ11tiger 9ti"g.an Englishman, the tigei growling and
the sahib feebly gurgling from an interior mechanism. If wį are
male, and well.introdueed, Īre rnay look in at the oriental CluĻ
originally for'noblemen and gendemen associated with the admini-
stration of our Eastern Empire'. We may be invited to the East
India CluĻ where the talk is allofpigsticking and well_remembered
subhadars, o-r even attend a session of the Omar Khayyam Club,
dedicated to the pleasures oforiental literature, whose membership
is limited to fiĘ-nine because the FitzGerald translation *r' prĖ
lishedin r8i9.1

Observe, as we walk dorvn Victoria Street, the new offices of the
several.C,olonial Agents, New South Ī/ales, Victoria, the Dominion
of Canada, all advertising their opportunities in window-posters,

1 ImPeĪial preoccupations, and the taste for exotica that accompanied the
New Imperialism, certainly contdbuted to the running zuccess ofthe Enelish
Rubajd,butEdward Fific, rald himself (l8o983) hād nothins imp rālist
to his make_up, and lived almost his entire life as a-kind of recluše inļuffolk.
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and pointing big cardboarcl tingcrs towar<lš thcir Inrmisrātionoffices. Here are the Albany Roäms, ;""h;.q"*"Jä'Ļ,.
from the ca e and 

Ņodesia (the c"*.āįl, p*įĮĮ,:äär#*a
a grot gentleman', h3d met his vrfe Billy there--she was 3oį ļrĻ.housemaids)._ Here is the Royal aoJämy, that unchallenseable
arbiter of colonial t"'tą "*ģ #hor. ,j,,įä 

";"i^ffi;'iTĻ.sumrner show of 1897, is .1 Īvee Rhodesln, by Ralph Peacock inwhich avery small, very white baby riįr-i"äĮ'rr.'Įi"^"ļä Ļo
:dļi'.g houseboy, against a backģound;il *l r"r#.är,.
bookshops of the ."įit"t are welļ Į,*įā *i,l,'i*į"iai* ;;Ļ,
::::lt reprints of oļt<9, Seeley *d prĻ.r, cr"ir.., rrĻ.i Ļa-f:*g".::r:!::; Baden-Powel' d" d th; riĮį'"ly,ĮĮĮ*.*,
Üra.n rasha's popular Fire and Soordrjust offthe pr."o and dedi-cated to the Queen-Empress. The rĮtistr Museum shows surpris-

*ę,t Ti:: : 
way ofimperial loot, u"iiÄīiī,,,y, Į"ä ,'T,|J.ąnas a nght to a copy ofevery book published anywhere il th.Empire.

Here and there *9ng the billboards, the brass plates, theadvertisements plastered ,Ļr. the frc. of Lo.rdorr, in the backs ofguide-books thumŅ *ro_ueh rft . l*"h.on, ī"-p.Įļp.Į*'.Jr.rt
Ņng around the club_smoti"ngroo*, ,rĮ_r'i"" of the existence ofthose immense possessions in tte 

'"rjrioį._z, Homroard Maiļ is onsale at a few bookstalls-it comes ouiīĮt .;;;;;iā";i;ffi.
arrival of the Indian mail-and 

'o 
i' rt''_ arin t, ;;;;;;;; įi"

::|Po11tlng 
the AngĮuNen-hakndn). rni..i., *ä'äil;; ;.aovertrsļng a newJungra cloth shooting-suit (impeniou' ao Ļo*and qpear grass'_vide rt:e FietĄ. essori *a co., with their depotsin Poonaand Calcutta, assĮrrę uļ that,r,.i. n .aĮr"r il ;;"ffi,aretheotŲones.foruseintropical"il;;;;Jį.,ir"ĮįäJ.riäĮ

Co' announce themselves, *įh , honky-tänk pr"*r,į, ļĮ čįJļriļrPianoforte Manufacturers. no..', rim.jĻJget theirjuices Ēom theFinest Lime Plantador: i1 9: w"įīā,'* iaseau,.Dominica; Shipand Turde Ltd, of Leadenhall Street,'.į. *."''"rp' {iÄ'.,;äįĪndian Live Turtle only. Ī1 premises 
^į "ļ 

o"r"rasoįį ;;M.*'Ardeshir *9 
|ro,n1i,'whJse i;;į;įil; in Hummum Street,

P.!ry: and down the roadHenry Heath į"rį,'.il"iirl;il-;
Tropical Hat is now Patroniznd,Ėy "į"."yJ'ĻĮĪį;:"N.ffi;

E8

ĮmperiaĮ Effeus
InpniaĮ Eftctt

Newma1 the paint peo.ple oflĖr a special selection of slowdrying
watei-colours for hot dimates. Īt is satisfactory Ib. įrP..irfiJ';;
know'that'thousands who tried 

'ALÄDA 
c.yi*,.. Ä .n.;;-

ment now use it altogether, and could not be induced to go b".k to
the.commonpla9e a,dulterated Teas of China andJapanr.. 

ē - - --__ --

Up alleys offthe strand, among ttre bant<'signs of tļe Citv.
around the corner Ėom the India offiĻ, are the co ni"Lr',rįrĻ*įį,
1ļr.9Ęyd the C,olonial r*;"rgĮ'. Henry S. King, the
East India 

_Agents in Palt Mall, will booĖyou servants in Ļd;a.
G-rindlays in Parliament square will advise you on c,olonial Bonds.
The chartered Bank will issre yoo a draft on their branches in
Ran_goon or Hong Kong. The Nationar Bank of krdia in Thread-
needļe Street will assume full responsibility for ti," .olt .iāii ār
Īndian pensions. Ī/illiam'watson's at waterlĻ Place will .hi;;;
at wholesale prices to Mauritius. The Union Line is only to" Ä;;;
to convey you to the Gold and Diamond Fields of south Africa, but
a huge placarģ above zr Cockqpur Street brags that rrrp "i.įr*GoLD AND sĪLvER MĪNES ÄRE Īo BE FoUND ĪN BRĪTISH
coįUMPĪÄ AND THE CÄNADĪAN KooTENÄĪS_ÄPPLĪ
wĪTHIN.

anf i6 iikeevery other visitor, we finally srroiled down the Ma[, to*i 
"p 

with our noses poking throughihe railings ofBuckingiam
.P.d:ę as.the_ g-orrd'.*.l 

_:tamped ihrough theĮ sent y-g"Ļ;il
įittle clouds ofwhite clay billowing from thäķ hlts_then *į .igį;
fe.el thai we really were in an imįria PĪesence at last. The tĻ
pings of the British did suggest_something bigger th* Ļ
offshore island, and in the yearJ since VictoriĀ piä.otio, to
pueel-lmpress thepageantry of her throne had bcen injected with
imperial symbols. Sheļrerself, though she thought of England as a
Errro1ran country? had a taste that way. She loved sigruĮg herself
v.R. & I;-Victoria Regļ1a et Imperatrix-and mĮch 

"enjoyed

gn1ertai1ing exotic imperial visitors at ĪVindsor or BuckinģĖam
Pįu.. (one does not reaĻ notice it' she once observed, .ori*
plating the fact that a visiĮing group of Red Īndians, *rr_print a
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and encrusted with beads, were in fact naked to the waist). On her
3""T" wįĶg1dck, said to 

" 
į"J.īįĻ'; ;,*ffiiį;ĻL'Ifs oĄ was fixed '-ļ9'"ll* ;aoĻ į.* of the t*, ;&,#;_paam when that Mysore fortress *r, tik .,.uy r"J äĻäiiiJi,r79z. She it was who poprrlarize{ the pink;GlĖ;;ä;*

;ffi :fi :#:liY..*:';n*,"m,r:ä*jihi,f,*
l*.Mrj:t's Blenģ a mixture oflndian ĻaĻron ,*' ,i*ĮĮ.a
9..l* !r Rilseway's in the.days *il. į1p.;il.ä"T;
challenging China tea for no utariĻ. r<*r,*. *r', ai*. ĮĻin 1897, -were .hi.fly famous Ļ"aurļ ;;h ,"* ,h; Äff#l,.graciousĻ a99nted one from the Maharajrt "fK* ;:ļļ_euļļ/ļgi

Victoria liked to I, |.:.ha3'.s*.ĮĮ in rainįrrinaustani,
ald her attachment tį her tndian a".tl ,ir. r'lunsĘ who succeededthe ghillieJohn Bro1n in her affectionįĮģ.o*r.a",il-Ää-
ous-she once asked her viceroy in India i" 

" oi" -g.*J#i*dfor him_at A,m: arrd sometimĮ . į""" ,ur*.d hiil;;;;ä
letters for her' At the big dinner in nuckĻgham Palace on the eveof h9r.Įubilee_sh. worea-dres;;įr;il;ä in gold that had beerrs eoally worked in India ('dreadfully hot'). HĮr ui,'ir.įr'-r.rįĻthat the Ņ lrģ'' shaqP ĮxPerien"ģ.Ė were focused on anvimperial Ņsode_Salisbury himselfonce dJ .; ;P"įgLääĪ#į
Indians black men. A shimmer ofimperialĮonsequence hung around.Victoria's thronE and tļy by o_smosis ,rnĻaĻ l;.i';' į;palace: from the larse white donk y *ti.t rrra w"i.J.įirJr*.
l,"t':l 'ąp' 

(*įi'* a.rr..y'ĻĮĮ."iJ,ir..o to the Koh-įNoorqramond, a legendary 
-wonder of the East since *. rounoniįcentury, which was taken by the British fr"*į;ji, il,i"įi;Sikh' and'Īras no*the Ņendo* of th. quoo s croĪn. 'Whoevei

possessed the Koh-i-Noor, 1$e legend, įossessed rrair,;rĮĮ-.r*
kind oflegend eueen Victoria liked. ' 

---) r-

In2eriaĮ' Eftcts

: r eant Ėr more tlran any nurnber of far Ėontier skirmishes. The
,'tr*P..ialJobil.e *r' ,no'ily froth, whipped up for ,r,į **rį, įi

Press andpoliticians.

. Y.et in g9.t , colours, not to be observed by the casuaĮ visitor,
the imperial ex1rrience did form a strand l' *" national taDesūv.
Among the middle classes espe-cially thousands of families *Ļr &
imperial souvenirs, or aspired to imperial dėmrs: Benares brass and
trinkets from the Gold coast, lengths of krdian silk waiting to be' 
made up,a line of ebon1elephantš on the mantelpiece, a gioup of
gunta1ned officers posed in careful asymmetry outside a .*_Ēbr.h.d
bu gąlow, coloured shells from the-orient cemented to a sįļĪnmer-
house.l In many a sewing desk wete kęt young Harry's letters, sent
home faithfully mo_nth !y month, tellinģ aear rrlama and theģls
all atlout last weelcs soirėe at 

_Governmāt 
House, and the t oibl"

h9 was !ffig choo9ing cuļtain materials for the bungalow, and

Yh.a_" ripp_rrrg time he had upcountry, and affectionrt Ļg.rd. to
dear Papa from their Ever-Ioving Son.

- Here rrl-e_may eavegdrop, aļ"ā"gh.the study door, upon Uncle
James Tp.ldTlg to_ hi9 broth9r the rector jusĮ how much money

Ioong Bob will need, if he really wishes to enter the Īndian er.y_
h.3., live on his pay in a Mountain BatteŲl perhaps, but he must
ręalizn that the CavaĘ would be qaite beyānd įis means. Here
d3r little Miss Cart ,rigĘ who t rĮ avryĮ seemed so untikĄ o

l inster, confides in us at last, while we await the gentlemen after
dinner, that were it not for a certain person she had been, well
2articaĮarŲ fond oE_in the Mutiny-he was buried, she believed,
somewhere near Meerut-but there, all that was long ago, and we
must tell her aļl our news. . . .

This house seems to be African all over, prints of kraals and
jungle caravans, masks and shields and monkey-skins; this seems to
smell faintĻ of spices or perhaps incenses, and a tinkle of temple
bells comes from its garden, near the bird-table, and those go,r.d,
on the butler's tray have a Polynesian, or Malayen, look to th.*-

t At least one great fornrne was based upon this finicky enthusiasm.
Marcus Samuel (,.8l3-t9Ą began as an imporier oforiental sĖells, extended
his trade to rice and cwios, becāme interested in petroleum and caīled his oil
company, founded iri r89r7, after his original cominodity: Shell.

44Ī

4

Įhe N91 ĪmperiaĮism yas too new, and too sudden, to havechanged the look oflo1d1n- 
Įhe public iĮā on ;;į*, *J;äits passionate interest in EmpirerĻa wrt .roo and Trafalgar stitl
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In eriaĮ,Efects

lT"* -Foregtrl, 
do. you rhink, or could he have been BritishGuiana? And sometimes, in the list of recent wills in rbe-īnct,there appears a name Ņy and not. dį"y'-;rirĮiĮu*rry

remembered from tĮe pastJGreat God, thacs Ėawr.a. ,rr.Įiu.,
m'an, a pe;fect_pest, treated his natives įk a;.t *a 

""".. *u]r]JJ,complaining about,Pofr dues-+ighty,l,or"nā*l,Į ffi;įiä:ä;soul-a perfect blacĘuard., J

5
Half without knowing it, the British had picked up thousands ofwords from their subjāa peoples, rnd en.i"Īr.d their'own il;;with tįrem. A few *.- *Ļ,Ė ^d ;;ä'?;ä; ;;;,';ff#;
at least one was Reį krdian_ lo lrc*įį, rnor, of.them came to
Tg]Pa out of the East. Perhap. ,Ē,ooš. a.riįi.rur ffiräir-į:|l :* H'!:?-ļ ' , diĖti*".y āi e,grĻr"a* Ļārįį-Ļa
Pnrases comptled bv 

|ir.'r-{enry Yule irr the i88os.r There;į.. 
"least sixteen othei angb_IĪt * ;#i.;," b* il;';,Į,ä,

became the most famorrs,-and th"r. #", ,o nng rh-;Ļ.h ĪrrdĻconnections who would not know what you ,ri*nt, ifyou saiāīalf
a minute, fll look it up in Hobson- Īobron.

* 'co3sid9ring the.Ļng intercJurse with Īnd-ia,, wrote ArthurBurnell, yho.expanded tl,. *t after Yule,sįä.r,,'Įiiffi;-
worthy that the additions which have thus r";;;;,Ļ;"gĻ'
ļ1nggage_aro from the intellectr:al ,įnailn., ofno intrinsic yalue.
Nearly all the borrowed words refer to Ļaterial facts . . . -d 

j;
not rePresent new ideas.' This was perhaps because 

'o 
e* eoįį'Ļ

men, under the influence ofMacauläy rrä r,iįį-.r,* ;";Įiä.native civilizations seriously: th. Ärdīo *-Jobsonitself, a flip-pant Anglo-Indianism. for āny sort of nadve eiu"i"y,ŲĮ iįT;from the terrible waiĘg o_y of tl,. sr,i. rururįi*._# H;;';;Ļ*:!t-y en they grieve for the death ofAli,s sons ar ilb;i;.'r Nobody 9rļd b. much more Änslc.Īndian ;

Į*lffi l#H"sį*e,*, ffi **Ęi.H*Häffi'3.#
Änglo'krdian g*9o{H.. r"'e.-?io .r,.täi political serrice'-and whenhe came home to Enelandin 

1t75 *a' appoinį.d;"'.Ėcil;f;ihä-".:ä'"
of his brothers u.oä. e"ĖiiJāĮ,iiäiiiiääuad, the other was killedwhile commanding the gtį, į;n".Į in ĮĻär"jiir'iur,i"y.

į:--YTĮ f{T*dl 
_\Įrords-{ĮĮste1 cuqpidor, mosquito-had

f, qeen. rnherited by the British from their-portuguese'predees-
'' sors in F. PP" Wįen tįre planter bawled 'rrrl;.Jral"-ffiil-
l rant shiver dowrr the spin3 of.ļr9 visiting lļbeģ; *į;;: *.ri;
. 3t q:T 

9"t "g* 
*äogh, all the,,.;;;ÄärtĮ Įril,lää;

. tus pnnople+--when that hunting-cry ofsahibs Ļent up in *į ä" ,
, .'h'. ĖTryimperialist^was *ruy""*Ļ .ho,rting, ,, .hį P"rd;
.'lrad before linm,, Bboi ? _the nr*" oi, rrirāį'Ļ.,. ;f ;;Lr:,fr.and umbrella-bearers. Cbar, the British ,"HiJ';;Į_fJä
ft_l1 :,*yl".h: .. +aCompany, ".į*rryĻ'gl*ä{t Japan, where the early British merchant venturers transcribed

' the Japanese word for tea as tcba. Rickshaw came via India Ėom
Japan, toor. and was oriģally jk-rĻIĻsba-,.--forāJ,_į*.
lame.the Japanese gave to a @nveyane invented for them by an
mgeruous lĪussronary, w..G"pļE about r87o. The word gy-kh*,
aPPears to have been.coin{ by the British in rombay]';ī;
9":t' "po the Hindusaa Įna-uo- o. 

"tt-torr._*i; ,h.
TdT' :il{ *-Engļish 'q n court. The a;91d gafemaĪan w.asstmply the Tamil for 'tied trees', and the oriģal;ugg.rorut wrs
ļftishna, the eighth avatar ofVishnu, *ho wÄ d*Ļ;ä;i r,iā*Į
iSage !h- gh the streers ofpuri in Orissa, its dJo"t ., thr;;;
tĻemselves beneath its wheels to b. oorįJ ffi;h;Jffi];
Īndia had their own cheerful use of ginįusani. A thief was;il:
wallah, a nail-wallah was a manicurisr, th" cood conduct Medal(f.. 3 years of undetected crime) was called the Rootv G";
meaning the Bread-and-Brrtter v.ai. old India a'priĻ įį#
selves on their ability to'sling the craĻbat'_sweār i'i.k;;-

InperiaĮ Eftiat

t-cuļaį

,_ 
Än astonjshing number of Indian words had slipped into the

įan8uage without any.body rnuch noticing, as the iiillowing selĒ
conscious sentence sĖows, 

"net ur irg,o rįĮ bangaĮon įrrįrį,Įįj,"gl:, she threw her caļiu bonnet of ,o .į teak"table,p".3, r.Į,
gingban ?..o *i slipp.,l into a pair of undak.There 

"ä',r,. äcdddl to hll, the cbatay t9 prepare for the atrrl peppn and, cheroots to
order Ėom the barzar_-st i *o.ra gi". tį'. b"y a cbit.lThechildren
were out in the dingbyrand their kb"rri dnngnatvere sure to be wet.
she neecįed a ampo, she still had to mend Tords fiarnas,and she

M3.



never had finished 
*::!*",h- lg, 6,, * ,oo 1h *.lĮ1i::,'i*Į-*rm#;il Äää" apļ arowd,rrer shouĮ=,

A little slans had **"-uo*"ing back 
1o Britain Ėom the.

ffiffiil;Tiffi;,J*iilĮf*a p",įļp, Ļ. äaäi :

ff iiiä#iiĘ:;trr;I;Ļ.;llĮxļ.,fitrffifr $
Ķenslngton Garden nanni.s, ĻhĻ *.y Ļ'rred to recall recalci- ,trant charges from the Ro nä P;;ĮjiĻĻ ,Ņ *:o,a..r, .tĻ 

.f..ru"rlffi;,i1.l;įr#:r on .tJre b:il:Įili.į 
:

who had rn"a" ru' r".91*. lna*aį_.;äffiTrį',"ff'tT;
i::i:fi.įffi l;;**F ffi##i's Ņendid shop' vhile i

In2niaĮ Eftcts

Sbe kid oatfoarteen?oouį, or rnare
Anį tbe sbo2nn ri b, n tbe door.
Doon Acgsnl Strat sbe cast ber eye,
But bls oļd bļae shirt sbe '*tui 'fu.Say tbe slo1na.n b(s gne,I do dccĮare,
rr..ilĮ loa $e? la;de ;d ;ake a cbaįr?
ob no! PĮĮfnd bin som, rEB i;;. and sbe ?u .a? frr baod oid ür, co*rt
at tltis etctraordinarry ntt
IĮe ran u1 in tbe.ril*ting of an ey
,lnd n tbe nondering oiri aia ij,,
Tllat sĮnls 1oa, andībn rbry ,oda|ia *o1

6

ĮJ'J,'"*TT"Tä*ä1i,:ä"f:hr*',l#:oi:3::1^:ļ.*,mysterious.Cynics;.*;f ,h.;ĖJ#,i j.i'ilil;'ļlį.,^ 
ĮĻT.1'

įrf{Ī*fr į*:tr#gä"žf įlg"įItrjä.:fl Į'ffiitįä;
4

dt all,.but olly 1rariĘc.n1tis.9u y, and some p*pL preĖned
to caļl tįre breed the British Tick or the Bunny'Cai. rĻ 

"",r,:T*: to.be, tļo3sĻ that this beautifulcreaturewĻfüst bro"gī;;
P{ * by soldiers returning Ėom Ī.ord NŅet's .-P.didil-;;
Ethircpiain 1867. The troon9 had passed 

".* 
,ir. -.i."į Brrriįpi*

capital ofAxum, where numbers oisacred cats were kept r, ,.olĻo
to the cathedral of St Mary- and it is likely *.. ro-J*,.Įriļi*
fancier whisked one inro iris kit-bag *air,ipp.al;;A*ffi.df
mewingrhome.l

Exotic animals had traditionally figured in the aains of con-

Inperial Efecx

querors, and in the second hatf of the āineteenth century trr. rįį
-and 

private collections of Britain had been wonderfully'"nri;;J
bĮ'p"] 

9fE_mpire. Mthin the confines ofthe Pax Britannica almost

1ļ::Ę fl regions were rePresenŅ. 
"..y 

rrīri; k*;;;;;
*iiir:o'h subje;t. so rys every kiwi,."Ļ mir, *?įa".t-
billed platypus-and every Dodo, ii'."y ,ra ,,rroiro. ,tiU t* a in
the forests of Mauritius.- There *".. Bri.irh tapirs āā iĮļr,
okapis, and even the giant panda was almost withiri 

" 
rrrurl, ,įi-.*

ofinfluence.2
The london 7-u wes acc.grdingly much the best in the worrd,

and possessed a grander collectioi įf weird įiving trophies thį
ever pranced in a triumph of the Romans. Lions, tīg..r, *ork yr,
snakes, elephants, rare bāts and irnimaginable birās ;..Jr*, i;il.
to London by every ex1rdition, spluitering and Ņtting i, *.i.
crates, and whenever r.r.oyrl-rl'onāge visitā .orn"Ļop;ät por'.r-
sion he came home with a little māagerie of.his o*n. wlįn ,į
Prince of Wales returned from a usit io r,aia in It7ā *,. -įįĮ.
yl:tg!.accolnpanied the.royalyacht with a cargo of t*o tig...
(Moody Td 9*k y),_a-leoįardĢummoo), and iĻge or*b..i_or
smalļer animals and birds: ,'-t : royal sģuadron .tĻ..d up the
Solent, to the cheers of crowds li*nģ *eĮhore, this .oll..įįn or
animals hovled in response to the signal guns, ,nd o, .r.h prdāl.-
- I There are still sacred cats at Axum, and their character is recoenizeblvfin to tļrat of the English abyssinian_whi"t lĮ rĮĮ iĮi,ĻräĖ;il;r"J

rn the cat lancy to be descended from the mummified catä oianciJnt B'ÄĀt.-įNothingsy-mŅĘed.h;_.;d;iil;į;;;į;ffi il';#.?r.i.ennounc ment, with the witlhdrawal from Üganda i, i9d;.h#.nĮiĮĻä.Į
no morļe BritiŠh gorillas
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ffilill'royal 
vacht itself there was to be seen standing an

7
A shifting population of colonials moved throogh Ī.'do' #white colonials were unobtrusivį.]rįįĮrroo ofĖnghnd w9re .{varied then, and tle impress 

"i; ; ongm was generaļly.šl_recent, that an Austl:aĮian, a Canadi* ;;; South African *oH un$merge into English rife unremarked. No*b.o or a,r.t ai*, ,TlNew Zealanders still o*: j9 ilgl*d ,, . *rr.".ä;il$EngĮishmen who had spent halfa lif ;l" thecolonies or". r,o*in the end to die. It wäs diffi.rļįrriīi;" k'ow just where a coloni.ä1ihg.r, and an Enslishman ."āā il ä*.rne same PassPort, a dwhile manv rritiĮh r:Pt' 1,."Įr'.Įriil. 9elĒgoverni.,g .āloni., 
"š'

extensions'or th. tr,iotĖer ,*āä įĻorirr. thouįht of thernļselves simply as Britons overseas. J

,':i,,ļĻ1T.*H]6:;ixąmxä,ff ffi 
,jĮg

unknown, and most of the -r"įJ p."pĻ to be seen about werc.rich or powerfirl''T'd y aįā*iĻ-ä, porie.a reasons or sentto be moulded in the-mann.r., 
"1.l5.rr1;;*".. For years there hacļbeen a small Indian co--,,',;*.,l-;;;_"::::;:"' y9.aĪs ne.rc l

dissident int llie.rt ::T*i'y^in London, with an įtir..;J;f,."
Ė;;;##,;i,}į;x:i:ffiįi:it*::i:*.#:"Tft į:ber for Central Finsbury, aĀį.ry'r.*e Minister of Baroda.
lr:ļT.j':n, Vibhaji, claimant .o .į. įi;;r. of Nawanagar, \yasone ot the most DoDular and successful cricketers.in r"grr"ā]įi"yi;gfor Sussex,'andīi thoor*ds of rnglisį.Ļ ni, quick and-stvlishbatting offered a first compret."riuiĮ i*rļĮ of the dream thaj.va,India' The Hindu ban on sea travel stitt"timited the numbers ofyoungIndians coming to English schools and *i*rri,i.ļ, rĮ.irär89o fourteen underģradua.Į' u,r, i"į* or Äfrican names hadbeen admitted.:9 

9"ā.d_*o *.Į ;; olle was a sheikh, ands,* were at Balliol, adding srbsta,ce to the r.g."J Ā.Į;l fikmen preferred that colleĻ When,Qo.o, Victoria drove hometlrrough Winclsor after herjubir*;." ,irĮ., waiting in attendancc

ceremoniaį arclt were four Etorrians-thc sons of.thc Maharejeh
utch Bihar, the Prince ofGondal and the Minister ofHyderabad,
:splendent in Īndian dress.l

,the physical imprint of E rpire was slight, in r897its gįrsto.'r.as

Imlnrial Efects

essure groups. Imperial monuments might be hard to find, but
perial sentiments ureĪe deafening. Äll the energies of the nation

:. Ä vigorous kind of brain-washing was in firll swing,
by the popular Press, the Government and several active

,' It must have been alrnost impossible for the untravelled English-
:lĪlāĪl to resist this ceaseless publicity, and it is easy to see why
men įike Elgar, in the tractable society of the English provinces,
rrncritically absorbed it. The vast neltr readership of the DaiĮ2 MaiĮ
was intoxicated by stufflike this piece from Steevens (himself then
z8 years old):'We send a boy out here and a boy there, and the boy
takes hold ofthe savages ofthe parthe comes to, and teaches them
to march and shoot as he tells them, ro obey him and believe him
and die for him and the Queen . . . and each one of us-you and I,
and that man in his shirt-sleeves at the corner-is a working part of
this world-shaping force.'Over and over again the bulk and wealth
of the Empire was emphasized, from soapbox and from puĻit, day
after day in the newspapers and edition after edition in the popular
imperialist books. The weekly full-page feature of tļre lĮĮustrated

Įrndn Nezr was repeatedly devoted to imperial topics: The
1 How different it all looks now! Australians and New Zealanders mav stiļļ

assimilate themselyes easily enough, but most Canadians and South Ä-fri*n'
are unmistakably alien in England. The Rhodes scholarships still bring hun-
dreds of young tcolonials' to"O*fo.d, but there vere no fidi.nr at Eion in
1967, and only one Äfrican. Än occasional Indian and West Indian cricketer
still brings gĪace or gaiety to the county cricket championships, and there is
scarcely a city in England that does not have its community of Indians,
Pakistanis or 'West tndians_giving the country a fār more imperial look
tod.ay than it ever had in the age ofEmpire, and posing problems tĪre Empire_
builders never thought oll

47

at that moment to be directed towards imperial ends;
t no subject of public interest was discussed outside an im-
context; the Empire was an infatuation.

8
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Punitive Expedition to Benin, The Massacre in the Niger protec-
torate, The Indian Farnine, The Plague in Bombay, Ī.ord Roberts
on his Arab Charger, Prospecting fo. Cota in fritish Columbia,
Dervish F'ugitives Fleeing Down the Nile, on tļre \ilay to the
Klondike, Fighting in a Nullah on the Tseri-Kandao pass.

Since 1868 the Royal Colonial Īnstitutel had been assiduously
qrinding i p"ra a:res. So were the RoyrĮ Geographical Socieį,
theĪ-mperial Federation league, the United Empire Trade.IraguĮ.
In the schools the glory ofEmpire shone through every curriculum,
interspersedwith Alļ Things Bright and Beautiful: it was the duty
of every father and school manager, Sir Howard Vincentz once
said with a genuinģ imperial turn of phrase, to 'inculcate the
stuģ of Empire on all within their spheres of influencer. In the
yery m9nth of t}re Jubilee a schoolboy ran aĪray from ĮĪailey-
bury, the former college of the East India Company: and com-
mitted suicide, apparenģ because the other boys were per-
secuting him for his Ņnions about Crete. He disapproved of
British intervention in the affairs of the islanģ where imperial
tĪooPs were committed to keę the Turks out, and the newspapers
dwelt at length upon a tragedycaused by suchquixoticvievs:fnat
anyone with our present knowledge of Turks and Cretans should
be enthusiastic about them', ccimmented the Iļlustrated l-ondut
Nemsr'is amezing. . . It is probable that his mind was unhingecl.,

9
The New Imperialism was porenr politics. The C,onservative-
Unionist Govemment ertainly owed its confidence to its staunch
imperial views, wen Saüsbur5rpaying lipservice to the cause, and
the ringmaster of the Jubilee was Joe Chamberlain, 'Minister for
Empire'.

r A society nothing ifnot resilient: origineily the Colonial Socięty, in rqz8
it turned itself inm the Royal Empirc Soāety, and it is nov the Royal Co _

monwealth Society, its prernises occupying dĻ same London site thrįįrghout
2 SucessivŅ rcldier, journalisq, policeman and politician, Vincent (-r8a+-

r9o8) wag ģ first dire<įor of criminal investigati?ln at Scotland larĮ, Ėįt
*T f *iq"Įr known for the Howard Vincent*Map of thc British Empire,
which ran into nineteen editions.
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. Fift9e1 years before s*Ę had observed with satisfaction that
the political influenae on riiain oflndia was nit. In ,h"'.āį'Ļ
Empire wes not an elgctoral issue, and the wise politician aia ooa
bother his head with it. soĘ was deĮighted *į trris .ur. .o-. Ļ
had in rnind the situation *,iįtr rnight hĻ arisen if warren rrasį-
ings had.not beenimpeached fo1alle. Ņ comrption i"na" i, iįs,_an unhealthy dgmination of ParlĪament by wealthy ,.rrj in-
:..::" of the Empire. Tn r78z Pitt had said, during ļ d.b".. on
Parliamentary reformr.'We.now see foreign princes no"t giving votes
but purchasing sea,ts in tįris House, ,nd-sending *.i, ig..i3.. ĮĻ
with us as representatives of the nation. No .man can Joubt what
I allude to. 'W'e have sitting Torg us the members "i.i. na.rr_ār
Tangore and the Nawab-of Arcot, the representatives of įtyEastern despets.'

^ Th. 
'worst,.thouĄ had never happeneģ and by 1883, when

Seelev wĪote, it was unthinkable. oį_very Ėw o.Ļionš'ir, įį.
'T::u."Ė. cenĮ1r had imperial atrairs vi'tally "r'.oJ į*"'į
o.ļitics. The.Aģhan W'ar of]r878 contributed įo DisraeĮi,s fatl, th.

failure to relieve Gordon, coupled with the Īrish issue, in th. 
"nd{efeated Gladstorre. hį1nd was a running sore, Eg1 t .was once

d3scribed by Milner as'the football.ofenglīsh potiti.Į;Ļ*ing th.
three years after Tel-el-Kebir ther. were-ninĖty_eight rlue āks
about.tlhccorrntry, But it was only now, i" th. htĮ nineties, that
imperial affairs much mattered ,t th. hustings. Now even Liberals
found it necess3ry to beat the druĪ , ,nd pooĮ cladstone, who once
told a confused audienae that the tiberal party was opposed to
imperialism but devoted to Empire, watched ,rafy n# hirlrr;
retirement in Hawarden as mernber after rnembe, äf hi, shattered
parry fell into the moral error he himselfhad dubbedJingoism.

__ Ņo*, in hindsiģt, irnperialists began:to claim thaĮ ātain owed
all her success to the existence of heiompire. 'our great Empirer,
Lord Rosebery once declaredwith satisfaction, 'has pĮu.a * *, or
the European system, our foreign policy has beäme a colonial

r'Hastings (r732-r8r8), Governor-General of Bengal uader the comoanv-
lnj-":lr3,"t a varygr. oj offences_breakin g tr.ades, selling vhole tirdi#
ll'^T$i,-!rl"g_ out British t ooPs to a local āespot. He was äcquittod of all
me cnarges but ruļned.enyway' ?0ļr CncoĮļr grr Įct autre
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policy.' The Ņrit of the nation, it was said, depended upon the
reqponsibilities of Empire: Briain's triumphant posltion- in the
world was a response to the imperial challenge. Having our heroes
in India, reasoned Sir Charles Crosthwaite, elevated every Briton,
and indeed without tlre Änglo_Īndian champions of tlre Victorian
era there would notlravq been many. The grĻdest military funeral
since'W'ellington's had been given to lord Napier, who never fought
a European enerrry, and the other exemplars Crosthwaite offered węrę
Herrry and John Ī,awrence, John Nicholson, John Jr"oĻ Herbert
Edwardes, Donald Stewart and'Bobs'_fewofthem likģ to remain
for long in the upper ranks of the British pantheon.

v/ith Chamberlain at the Colonial offię, and this temper of
thought politically fashionable, the officiat attitude to Empire was
distincdy braced. A series of new institutions was planned or
founded, intended to apply the latest British technology and
scholarship to the colonial possessions_Įhe Live1pool School of
Tropical Medicine, the London School of Oriental Languages, the
Lrp"ri"l College of Science. oriental scholarrship in nnģlanĮ, bng
overshadowed by German woĄ began to revive. Īrnperial dwelop.
ment was considered systematically, as a whole. New life was
breathed into the old idea, and alį its buds, shy or gaudy, were
bursting irr16 flower.

10
But cause and effect were often muddled: some of the buds were un-
seasonable, and some vent instantly to seed. Nobody had yet made
any thorough study ofthe advantages ofEmpire, and the general
hullabaloo of r8g7 was in some ways deceptive. In particular the
assumption that the Empire made Britain rich, that the more
imperially she behaved the wealthier she would Ę was a miscon_
ception. It vas pardy an honest delusion, based upon insufficient
evidence, and partly a kind offraud, devised bly men who stood to
gain from aggressive national policies

The colonial trade, which looked so heart-warming portrayed in
thick black arrows on diagrammatical maps, ulas not so important
as it seemed. Īt was arguable that the originalflow of imports Ėom

4J9

In eriaĮ Effecx In eriaĮ F.frbcts

India, under the East Īndia Company, had contributed some of the
capital for t]re lrrdustrial Revolution a centĮļry before. It was
obviously true that individual firms and families,like Hawkins the
rubber man, had been enrich.d by imperial enterprise. But the
staggering wealth which was being celebrated in 1897 had been
accumulated above aļl by Free Trade-tļrat economic philosophy,
amounting almost to a dogma, for which the British had abandoned
their old system of tariffs and tradq resrrictions half a century
befoį.

For the Empire had once been virnrally a British mercantile
monopoly. PreĖrential tariffs Protected the colonial tradą foreign
ships were banned from colonial ports, colonies might only export
their products to Briqain, and in Britisįr bottoms. This rystem had
been progressively destroyed during the first halfof the cenrury, es
Free Trade ideas gathered strength. The repeal of the Com Laws
had preceded by three years the iepeal of the Navigation Acts-the
ong repeal admitting foreign corn into Britain without duty, the
other ending the British monopoly of direct shipping roures within
the Empire. Free Trade had triumphed, and the old economic
meaning ofEmpire was lost.

To tįre really dedicated Ėee trader āny restriction on coĪnmerce
with any nation was almost irreligious. Īmperial favouritism was
incompadble with the creed at its most ferrent, and the naffower
cause of impelialism seemed almost petŅ beside the transcendent
virtue of the Open Door. Besides, it worked. The British adopted
the doctrirte more whole-heartedly .than anyone, and stuck to it
longer, and it could be demonstrated by statistics tļrat Free Trade
* T than imperial expansion had made them^rich. ļhe lm.pire
was in no'way en economic unity, and it was far from selĒsufficient.
Īn 1896 Britain had imporced 64 million hun&edweight of wheat

-3o7 
mil on Ėom the United States, r7.z million from Russią and

onĻ 3.0 rnillion from Canada. only in potatoes, cheese, apples and.

fresh mutton was the Empire Britain's chief food supplier: other
foodstuffs came overwhelmingly Ėo.m foreign countries, theEmpire
generally providing less than Īo Per aent. The Empire's toal
foreign trade in 1896 was worth ģ45 million: tļe toal inter-
imperial trade was worth {r83 rnillio . Īfhat was more, even in tJrat
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high sumrner ofimperialism, while trade with foreign countries was
increasing still, trade witĮr the Empire was almost static. The explo-
sion of the British Empire in the preceding twenty years had little
effect on Britain's prosperity. Trade scarcdly flourished in the enor-
mous neĪI African territories: in 1897 the whole of tropical Africa
took only I.2 Per cent of British exPorts. Each year tįe colonies
bought a larger proportion of goods in foreign countĪies, and a
smaller from Britain. The horse.drawn trams of Bombaywere made
in New York, and ships of all nations profited from įhe imperial
trade, as Kipling recognized in his ballad of a Calcutta boarding-
house:

And tberc pas Sahm Hardieker,

A lean Bostmian be'-
Rus, Gnman, Engllsb, HaĮfbrad, Fim,

Tank, Dane and Portuga,
At F Įtab Fisbefs boarding-boare

Tbty rnted from tbe sea.

Ī/hat increases there had been in imperial trade had mostly been
with the selflgoverning colonies, whose economic policies were
almost as independent as France's or Germany'sr,and were certainly
not designed to benefit the Old Count y. Some people thought,
indeed, that the possession of the dependent Empire acrually
blunted British commercial initiative, ofering the feebler salesmen
a comfortable feather-bed, tempting the less aggressive firms to rģ
on British PoĪrer for their profits. Salesmen were said to study
foreign astes with reluctance, and Steevens reported from one ofhis
journeys the usual'weary story-foreigners content with smaller
profits, excessive rates of interest gharged by English agents,
inelastic terms,ofcredit, incompetent travellers' .

Even the immense overseas investments of the British were no
longer primarily imperial investments. Far more British capital was
sunk in the United States than in India, and the diqparity was rising.
Ioans within the Empire might be less liable,to default, but loans to
foreigners were much better gambles. Īndian Government loans
returned en average of 3.87 per qcnt: foreign loans were averaging
5.39 Per cent. Nor were colonial loans necessarily better for tįre
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nation as a whole than foreign loans: much of the money that went
to India was used to_builjfactories, cotton mills anā jil;įi,
whirch eventually displaced British .*po.t..

Of course the Empire-was not just so much needless. extĪava-
gance. There were obvious adrantaģ.s, as'we have already seerr, in
controlling the sources and prices ofone's raw materias, ,na in gĻ
eprng 

9ne's own markers_. Ildia cost the imperial treasury oo,ling,
the'Indians paĖng o1only for their oo. ,&.'inirtratio"Ļa a.mį,
but even for part ofthe cost of'the British trooPs stationed in theį
gountry,some {16 million in Indian gold went io England annually
fr.o1lndia, in payment for services ād capital_th.Ļ.rr.st thinģ
the Crown received to tribute in the Roman tradition. As for thį
elĖgwerning colonies, their only drain upon the resources of the

Mother Country was tjre cost ofimperial āefence, while their out-
pouring of goģ silver, diamonds, wheat, wool and nickel gave
stĪength to the London money market, tlre centre ofit all.

The adventures of the New Imperialism were quite another
matter. Trade wes nlt following the flag into uģanda, Upper
Nigerią Bechuanaland and the Ashanti .o""t r. gu;Īa had to Ļ
subsidized. Even Rhodesia had so far drawn 

" 
bl-k. yet a phene

menal arRount of money had been sPent, during the past *Ļį ā,
fi.y ye_ars, in acquiring these unįromising āomains. Īrars were
fought all over tlhe place, roads and railways were expensivģ
cons ucted, vast commitrnents of defence and administrätion haä
been added to the imperial burden. British ambitions in Soutįr
Ąfrica had alreģ snared the Empire into the farcical humiliation of
theJameson Raid, and were now leadingit inexorably towards war
with the most formidable tribe in Af.io, the Boers. Africa, the rand
of the New Īmperialism, was like a quagmire, leading ,lr. į*.irį
ever moredeqrty jffi trouble, bringing clciser wery-year a clash
between the rival imperialists-if āoi with the FreĻch, whose
exploratory parties wįre then advancing across the continent
towards the Nile, then with the Germans, only precariously kept in
ghegkff .salir-b*y'. elegant diplomary. out oiihose rt r*:y hint .-
lands little of value 

"ame, 
anā into tįre kraals of those incompre-

hensible cultures few British manufactures found their way. Äost
of the jumble of protec,torates and spheres of influence'th.r. *r,
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very little governmeĪrt, even u der the one Flag, and few British
investors were tempted to send their capital dovn so crooked a
drain.

There were critics even then to point out these unpalatable
truths. J. A. Hobson based his case upon these very satistics-.
Dilke, one of the high prophcts of the New lrnperialisr,n, thought
that by deceiving themselves on the economic aims of the Ēmpire
the British would be diverted Ėom more practical purposeš of
'common nationality and racial_ patriotism'. Salisbury and his
advisers well knewthat the drive behind the new BritishEmpire in
Africa was mostĻ defensive-keeping others out, securing olde
possessions, acquiring batgeining stakes. ksser breeds without the
law of Free Trade were setting the pace now, and the activists of
the ifrięn scramble were the Germans and the French: the British,
who reĄ had quite enough Empire already, grabbed by reaction,

This is not ho\il.it seemed to the public at large, nor how the
new.sPaPeĪs presented the case. In ten years Britain had acquired
new territories fifry dmes as large as the United Kingdom-what
else could that be but profiable enterprise, to make the richest of
countries richer yet? It would have been almost inconceivable for
the enthusiastic reader oĪ the DaŲ Mail that sammer, scanning the
list ofimperial acquisitions since, say, thatyear they all went dowĪl
to Briģton with Aunt Flora, to suPPose that all thoge exotic new
names, those Ķadunas and Lusakas, those Bulawayos and Bugandas,
did not mean hard cashin the imperial till. The idea that it might all
be losing money would have shocked him. The suggestion that
money -ight be better sPelrt on schools, hoŅtals,1rnsions, would
probably haye seemed unpatriotic. The thought that i might all be
a colossaį error ofjudgement, and that the British might be better
offwitįrout any Empire at Ą would probably have struck him as
quite lunätic.

1l
So the foreignet's first impression was riģt in a Īiay. London was
noĻ įike Rome, paved with the sPoils arrd trophies of EmpĻ be-
cause įhis was oģ incidenally an imperial capital. The New
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Imperialism Īilas too new to have planted its own monuments-and
too insubstantial, for it was a gusty sort of movement, a sudden
gale of1motionr-swoŅng suddenly out of tįrat leaden London sĻ.
It was like a fad: as everybody sang Dan lrno,s songsi or copied
Mrie Lloyd's ļair, oĪ weįt bicycling on sĮuĪrmer evenings, 

'o 
th.y

telked excitedly of Greater Britein and the 'White Manīs Burden,
ttnilled to Sullivart's settings of NewbolCs Song of tbe Sea, and
dreamt with the Poet Laurāate of British 

"i.toĮ.s, 
land and sea

alternatĄ like schoolboys in bed imagining.ndeįs triumphs at
the wicket. Beneath ttns fizz the affairs of England tremenāously
proceedģ the statesmen practised their deĪcate ert and thį
Empire-builders did their best.


