
Tbe GĮor1

If there were territories waiting to,be annexed, Briain must annex
them, or otier nations would. Glory *", rnn. than a l* ;;even a satisfaction. It.was a nationalĻeed.

8
And there was one more stimulr, ,o ,pLoäour: patriotism, kind
and guileless_not arrogantr_vicious or^greedy, nät Ingoi'Į, įui
simply loveof countr}., like tove of f'amiīy, or lorr" 9?hĻ.;r;
age when soldiers unquestioningly fought'for their country dh.;;
}vrong, 

because .h"_y did not think iicould be vron5 Ļa'*"r.
breathed fēv men who neĻ had said this was their own]their native
land. The British were among the most pat ioti" p.opl" of all. Thev
were immenryly proud of their country, trustedit, Ļa .u""Jlį
to be a 

frce fo1 good in the world. TĖestronger Ėnghnd *r', įr,į
safer end sounder the world would be. If there werĮ peopĮes who
opposed her dominion, they were probably Ld by *i.įj.n.r, ā,
knew no better.

z72rr"rz. r"r 4F, ėonrc)ą

CHAPTER EIGHT

It it pitb nation ar pitb ncn-
one mat be frst, pe are tbe migbtiex,
Tbe bein of none.

John Davidson
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l N MarrŅ s Hanįbook to India, theBadekerofthe Raj, the separate-
ļness of the British cįntonments was vividly demonstrated. The
maps in that indiqpensable guide were beautifully produced; and
delineated in three or four colours the detachmeįt ofthe British from
their subjects. There in the centre of 'Agra And Environs'is the red
,p-!ag: d : krdian city, shapeless, solfr, ftggety at the edges,
relieved only byšuggestions ofstinking back streets. HygienicalĻ to
the south ofit, separated by a patch ofgreen and linked to it by
H*ti"gp Road as by a causeway, is the neat enclave of the canton-
ment, with its churches, irs Government Gardens, its High B*ga-
low, its banks, its Government Slaughter House and its Metcalfe
Testimonial_the usual buildings, aJ the Ņde says, of a British
station, with a club the traveller really ouģt to join, 'if he knows a
member to introduce him'.Justthelookofiton themap suggests the
absolute selįsufficiency of the cantonment. It was a world apart.
The memsahib and her children need never visit the old city &om
one furlough to the next, and in the green expanse of the d.rr.*-
ment Gardens, or on the hopefully sprinkled lawns of the club, a
stray native of the country must have felt horribly out of place.

There were down-to_earth feįļsons why a British garrison, or a
British community, should not live in the heart of a tropical town.
Plagues and tropical diseases were litde understood, women and
children were less selĒreliant then, the most broad-minded of
colonels would hardly wish his soldiers ro associate too easily with
the baŽaar whores. But the detachment of the cantonments had a
deeper meaning, for whatever themotives that sent the British out
oftheir islanĄ a de.P instinct kept them apart Ėom
their subjects of other races. The great ideel of Roman citizenship
was oģ halĖheartedly approached by'th" British. In theory every
subject ofthe Queen, whatever his colour or skull formation, enjoyed
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"q:il? of oppo rnjry, and fif.ty years before Lord palmerston,

'p.rn 
ng to the deferrce of Don Ēacffico, a Greek merchant of

Portuguese Jewish ori n but British nationality, had almost
plunged.Europe into war. There was nothing to ,Ļ an A.&ican
or an Indian going t9 Britain and be<oming aīishop, ä p... of the
realm or kime Minister.l In practice, ho ever, ifwas a raciaįist
Empire-what Ūļ^s Empire, Iord Rosebery had once rhetorically
a.Ņ, but 

_th9 
predominane of raceP awkwardly Ņng bebrā

t]re.lines of theJulilee manifestos, r,ith all thei. įarmtf; offamily
fuļng, were ineradicable instincts of racial superiority, inherite{
erhaps from the slave-masters of the earliest English cäionies, and

fortified in victoria's day-by pseudo.scientific iheory and fr:zzy-

YWy wars. 'An antirropological museurrt', is how tlte naiĻ 'a4iil,dwing an unguarded gap in the lyricism, described trr. fuįha
pro1s{on of theJubiĘ and this is how its star rq)orter Steevens,
a scholar of Balliol, once reqponded to the IāĻ ,;; ;"
board a British liner: 'They are a spec-imen of the .r* *rtoiJ.
Jheir vey ,gliness and stupidi'ty ftrnish just the point. It is
because there are PeoPle like this in the wįild that'there į an
Imperial Brit in. This sort of creature has to be ruleģ so we rule
him, for his good and our own.,

2
rĘ joke that 'niggers began at Calais' Īras not entirely a ioke.
c.told1co_nceptions of Race and Heritage coloured the oįtbok of
the British the nroment they crossed ihe Straits of .oorr.r' *ā,
coupled with the confidenę lrea uy *e period ofqplenaa ;soįeon,
made the. average Briton feel a differenĮ u.ing .rĻ frrqļ hi, .į*
temporaries across tlre Channel. There *"r. e* rorāign_born

" 

r the nrst .Ļo_.lsian peer was Sir Satyendra sinha, who became Lorcl Sinha
oI ļ(aļPur rĪļ I9Ī9.

,,,1Ņ:.Fp,'$9ugĻ Gladstone's-Foreign secrctary, and Liberal prime*3',T. |r-'"Į įn.IE94._5, was the most eloquĻį of imperialists' and
P_To"9ly 

rnvented thc phrase .Commonwealth of Nationsrr'in its ;ti.tlmPenaį sense. His views gradually estranged him from his partv. 
"nā 

Ėdi.{ i" r9z9 a political ināepende'nt, fipfi.' _į;_Į;;;äää'; 
ffi"i;styļrst.
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citizens in Briain then: the nation was homogeneous, and though
people ofintellectual tastes no doubt feįt as clo*se to Europe as thĮy
do now, the.British were generally contemPtuous offoreiĻ thirg'.
Their prejudices had been compounded Įy the rise aid fall"of
the Aeghetic Movement, thai outrageously talented renais-
sance ofart and literaturą led by oscar wiĪde anā eubrey Beardsley,
which had drawn its inspiration so freely from Frančą and haa
collapsed with such ignominy when wilde was imprisoned for
homosexual behaviour in 1895. 'k .y opinion', *rote e.d*irąl SL
John Fisher to his wiģ looking ,"ro.. įh. celestial lake from his
hotel in Geneva thar'same year, 'it's a very second-class place. It
doesn't TmPąre'with Portsmouth for shops; nor is there Äy r.i.*
!9ual to the sunset at Portsmouth, looking up at the old hulļs up the
harbour. I will never come abroad 

"ginr 
In itsJubilee is*rc ixncb

offered a C,onversation BookJSome ldiosyncratic euestions and
Probable Answers'-for foreign visitors to the cilebrations, and
offered the following sketch of a foreigner visiting a cabmarfs
shelter.

'C,ood afternoon. I hope I do not disturb you, Sir, but I have been
y_r9lg here two (thrėe, or four) hours. Could you tell me if there is a
likelihood ofyour being discharged today? I trust you will not charge
!f qr" hgur for the time I have been stinding heie?, .Look,ere,Jiir,

]9re'9 
a blooming fu iner exPecs me to Put 

,īm dahn on my *ritin;
list for nothing! Go 'ome and eat coke!'

Go 'omc and eat cohc t The lesser breeds .w.ere not all colourģ and
the racialisrn ofthe British was tinged with many shades ofsuperior-
ity-social, material, moral. 'Cheel!'scribbled Chamberlain in the
margin, when a dispatch Ėom the Niger told him of a French terri-
toriaļ claim in Africa, and Thonnas CooĻ the travel agent, once ex-
pressed a severe Ņnion of the Can-Can-not as a tourist qpectade,
which Heaven'forbiģ but as a French national phenomenon. It
was, he saidrprformed with'an unnatural and forced abandon.

3
But to be coloured was something else., Admiraį Fisher himseĶ
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hou'ever orthodox his opinions on Abroad, was sometimes looked
on.with_suspicion because of his mandarin face, with its high Mon-
golian cheekbones and Gobi eyes-rumour suggested he hid a sin-
halese mother.

The British had not always been quite so corour-conscious. In the
early days of the East India Compāny social intercourse berween
white men and brownļad been eary and respectful, and imperialists
of the nineties must have viewed with -i*.a feelings a Įplendicl
picture that still hung prominently in Fort St GeorgĮ at l 1adras,
attributed to Chinnery, it showed the plump adrrenĮurer Stringei
Larvrence,l rvho went to_ India in 1748, amicāHy walking with Įhe
Narvab of the Carnatic like apair ofpoets on apicnic-tĖe english-
man'florid and thick-set, the Īrrdian mar,efously shining,-xith
jewels, and the two of them promenading side by'side ,c.ärs the
canvayin a kind ofspfngy rninuet. It was not the ässociation of the
two men that must have struck a jarring note-there vere many
friendships still between Britons and IndiĻ princes. It was the pic-
turds suggestion that here was a meeting Ė*".n absolute.ģh,
eacĄ re.pre,send"q 

1 great and attractive civilization, consortiig to
music in the sunshine

In those days, when Englishmen went out to the tropics alone,
concubinage wls one oflife's solaces. Most Englishmen iāindia took
mistresses, and thus got close to the life 

"lnd 
f..ri'gr of Indian

peŅe in a way that their successors seldom could. en e"ntire race of
F'urasians had been brought into existence by these practices, form-
ing a social and vocatiorial stratĮįm of theirįwn. Ēisewhere'in the
Empire, too, carlier generations of imperialists had happily mis_
cegenated. There was Scottish blood in the nĮtir, th" įalĖcast
Indians of Manitoba who had rebelļed against the įritish in r87o,
and cross-bred abriginals were found Ļherever the w.hite men
camped in Austraļia- In Brrrma įhere were commonly legal marriages
between British and Burmesą while the wļite nĻatr"orsarawĻ,

r This splendid fellow (1697- t775), who probablv Ļgan his militarv
career ln the ranks, was unknown until he arrived in lrrdiaät the aee ofsd.He made his name in tįe wars against the prench, ;d;. il;;.äH-,
pĘt{emqy in'Westminster ÄbĖy_and uy tr'is įiJu*, Ļįiįh ,,iīit'.igļ
in the Fort St George Museum in Madras.
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Charlep Brookerr had pubtiģ suggested that the best population
for the development of tropical countries would be a ooļs_breed
ofEuropean and Asiatic: for his subordinates he preferred compliant
local mistresses to burdensome Europeanļocal mistresses to burdensome European wives, and he believed
physical,intercourse to be much the best.way of preserring the
Empire.z

4
By the nineties the attitude had hardened. For one thing, there were
far more-Englishwomen in the trŅcal Empire. The steamship had
seen to that, an&tĮe Empire-builder now found himself confined fu
more closģ within the cocoon ofcantonment and family life. Baron
von Hübner, remarking upon the higher mgral tone ofAngl lndian
Life in the later years of the centuryl wrotei'It is the Englišhwoman,
coļļĪageous, devoted, well_educated, welĻtrained-the Christian,
the guardian angel of the domestic hearth-who by her magic wand
has brought this wholesome transformation.'John Ferguson, a well-
known British journalist in Ceylon, agreed wĪth him, ānd wished it
had happened sooner. 'Ī am conyinced that the presence ofhis sister
would have saved many e young fellow, in the pioneering days of
the trŅcs, fįom drink and ruin?Jruin' habitually meanin5 in
these austere imperial contexts, intercourse pitb n tipes.In the *"tti-
racial Empire the white women now occupied rather the same semi-
divine status she had enjoyed in the slave srates of the American
South-the centre and circumference, as a Georgia toastmaster once
put it, diameter and periphery, rangent and secant of all affections.

1 Charles Brooke (r8z9-r9r7) was įhe second white ģah: his uncleJames,
an East India Company serva t, had gone to Sarawak on an official mission
in 1839, had put down a rebellion and been made ruler of Saraurak by its
suzrrain, the Sultan of,Brunei. Charles, under whose rule Sarawak becafoe a
British p otecĮorate, was succeeded by his son Charles Vyner Brooke, until
in 1946 the country was a nexed by the British Crom.

z There were corners of the Empire vhere these happy-go-lucky philos-
ophies were never adopted. one waļ the C,aribbean isla'iä į,f"crrnd ba1r.a",
wļrich was settled by the black descerrdants of slaves and tfie white dĻcen_
dants ofbuccaneers and castaways. Even in such circumstances an all-white
ĮĮite arose,and to this day the Boirdens, Ebanks, Edens and Merrens of Grand
C.ayman.can claim absolute European descrnt.

Ī3J
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Newly ernancipated herseĘ she took to-India or ÄĖica or the South
Sc'as herown ftilled ąnd omfortable culture, p.r.inģ *" 

"*hi;;,as the muęzin *r{ ļ" th9 rwiligiĻ.nā .ęeiring one a week.
IrT\ Td'fogile, pink and whiģ innocerrt uy .Į."*.m -aļnvloļabļe by rePute'-among the dark skins of the subject peoples
she must have seemed exq}isitely distiact i|o those '"Ėj;J'īĻT :ģ for the most part, bene"ābnt but aloof; ,. on. Ä.*įrr,iīįr
the nrneties 'wĪote, 'It is best to treat'them all as children who know

' no better, but - . . they are proud oftįreir lies *a trr. innrįį įä-
ness of the Empir_e is not undįrstood by therrr.. Th. į; J#;;
wove a white web around hermenfolki and though .r'įi. ĮĮr.ĮJrr
unĪePentent r robates to steal dov., to the bazaais, or lie in anotlrer
sweet bosgmon the scented shore, still she did dri* ; ;ā;; bÄ;;
rul_er and rulģ breaking the Physicat contact, *d ffi;;;; ,h.
?d1r," 

hrT.,'9".g 
1tastings į"ā ro, hl. brlāį. E;;į;h#fä

oen ypreterred theirwomenwhią anyway: inCalcutta, Mandalay,
!*g Kong and Rangoon, 

1s a_Ļng'rioneer Street in salisbuĻEurory3 prostitutes thrived (though they were ve.ry seHoĻ
Btitish).

The Indian Mutiny, too, had ainted British attitudes towards
Pb*.{ people. Īt hād:occrrned in r85n and was oo" orįr,ļįĻ
imperial events which ha! gone i.,to t]h. n"g J f"lį.rirįi;, ; ,
PT *i the marriages of rrenry VIIĪ, say, Ļ *. -*d., äe .į.
prrnces rn the Tower. It wąs a favourite horro story. The British
saw it in terms ofcoweringwhite ladies in fetid cellarļ' g Ė;;
Indians, half blood_maģ half lustfirl, creeping unawares uPon sweet
Engįish cHldren in lace Pantalqonsļ th.Ļ"įr"o" of innocent hos-
tages, ambushes, orgies,. 

1reachery. Since the pr*my įiio'r,
Govemment in India had lost much of its old r,"."ri.iw. įįļį
9o radģ ease of Stringer Lawrence with the N"*" ..it.'rÄĮ
ļ,;ļ-1::lĘt qŅte .:1"..r n about th" -b;JP.d ;ä
* *'-' the EmPire a multitude ofmemorials stoked tt .Ļttį-įrr_
like the terrible monument in St James,' ėn*įl,,_o.rį'i;;.h
recorded the deaths o{a dęyty*li".tgr rr*į aĻ, r,i';dÄ;'Ļ;
1other, Ņs brother, l,i, .otnJ_in_ ; į; b..,ct ļi.įl;;;'fi;;.i:1":- 

J"*, eightnephews, tfueeni.eįs and th,* g*rĮhtiä;;;;
all killed in the Mutiny.

6

The British had put dorrn the rising with an uncharacteristic
sāryagery. 'The fust ten of tįre prisoners were lashed to the gunsr,
lwĪote an eyewitness of the punishment parade of tĮre 55th Nrtirr.
1nfantry, 'the artillery officer waved his sword, you heard tįre roar
of the guns, and above the smoke you saw legs, arms and heads
flying in all directions. Since that time we have had an exmrrion
parade once or twice a weeĻ and such is the force of habit we now
think little of them.'' The British colonel of the 55th shot himseĘ
so aghast was he at the disloyalry ofhis ourn soldiers; and something
sour went into the Empire. In England those who believed the East
could be ,esternizedr-that a man was ą man for a' that, were dis.
illusioned. In India\the Govemment recoiled into a new coĪĪectnessr/
and the merchants and planters developeda new a ogance. G. O.
Trevelyan, travelling tĮrere soon after the Mutiny, met noEuroPean,
outside the Government, fwho would not consider the sentiment
that we hold hrdia for the benefit of t}re inhabitants of Īndia a
loathsome un-English piece of canC. Dilke, at about the same rime,
reported that a co'mmon notice in Īndian hotels read: 'Gentlemen
are requested not to strike the servantsr'l andfortyyears laterBritish
soldiers fresh to India were warned by the old hands not to hit
natives in the.face, where tļre bruises would shov.

Another cause ofraciaįism was fundamentalist religion, with its
shibboleths about hewers of wood and drarrers of water-those
allegedly divine proscriptions, those appeals to the pedigrees ofHam
and Shem, which were so often propagated by missionaries, and
which had sucheffect in the days when the Bible was taken literally
by people of all classes. Darwinian ideas, too, while they seemed to
shov that every word of Genesis need not be aken as simple fact,

l striking the servants, in an off-hand way, died hard in the Empire. In
1946, during my first week in Egypt, I boarded tįre Cairo train at Port Said
urith an English colonel ofparticular gentleness ofmānner and sc/eetness of
disposition. As we walked along the corridor to find a seat we found our way
blocked by an Egyptian, offering refrcshments to people inside a compart-
ment. 'Without a pause, apparently without a second thought, the colonel
kicked him, quite hard and effectively, out of oui way. I was new to the
imperial senesr and I haye never forgotten this astonishing change in my
companion's character, nor the absolute blank indifference with which the
Egyptian accepted the kicĻ and moved.
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at the sarne rime convined many people that the bra&er a skin
lookeģ .'rc nearer itvas.to'in 

"r,d 
s"rrg"ry, 

"P.;r-;;.Ī;i; h;*
Disraeli inteqpreted the alternatives ofhriran o;do, *äiiį*.a
oģcommon sense that a-Negro was more a goriĻ Ļ* 

" 
ėį iįr.

ĘoilTl ļ1 thepa9t coupĮ of d"cado ,o .Äy horrors had coį
out of ÄĖica: the human sacrifices of Benin! the death orāra*,
the Maabele atrocities, the slaughter or mutilation of ,r, talir,
army at Ädova, fo P{ il onĻ a year before. l""k .ā, ]t
Pld: w9ry oģ debaably human_and most of the Nesroes ;enin England had either been slaves or freaks. In the eĪsh enth
T y there are said to have becn ĪĄooo Afij;'rl";;_il;h.
&itish.Isles, many of tĮrem later shipped_to the 

'"t 
t.**. į. į""a

sļeves ln Sierra Leone: and eldeĄ londoners still rerrrembered the
.wo Bushmen from south Africa who weie Prbli.ly ddlrĖ;
19:ļ 9ft.T jn partnership with Professor siįlair ci. . tri*ā įrAĮ YrārdsĻthey *er.ļaid to have no language äf their own, to
subsļst uPon insects andplants in undergroorāburrows, and to have
eyes which were both microscopic and-telescopic

.ļr4iooscopic, telescopic, g*h-"., or Sioģ bhcĮ<, brovlr or
yellow: i1 the public mina *re colours *d P".rlirrid.; bh*J. į
infuriated Queen Victoria to hear her Indian zubi".t, orr.a ,,iį-r*.r
but to the man in the street in london the distiĻctiį;;;;i:il;
h*..o, a porcelain princeling Ėom RajastĮr* *ī'o*į;;;h;
Yo.thy out of ÄshangFd: Nor w"r riyMy ".ry;;F-;;;;about rae. The word ,nagive, y." "rly 

u.ģ"irģ ," 
".į";.. ii,undertones ofmockery and condescerrriĻ, ft. r"är", thJį..lrrį.ĪIeP ot often seasitive to_r""l"lismĮiį rmo.rg educ"ted Indians

and Chinese did the idea ofwhite supr.emr.y-""Ī ranklą *a *įį ,

the most terrible ofthe Afii..n pot riat 
' 
.Ļgrir.d .į;;.h.ä;

to suryirrc 
1'.ty Šcemed to bewhite.

5
The immediate problems of race arose only in the tropr"rl Empire.*et '#
abhorrcne of tlĻ usage. -- -- _-
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In the temPerate zones of white settlement į:lrere were, for most
purposes, no subject peoples. The Red Indians of Canada were
eitĮia..shu1a-vrar {wirited in their reseryes, or else were fast being
assimilated into the white cultrrre. The aboriģals of Äustra ä
were no more than weird familiars of the Never-Never. The last
of the Maori wars had ended in an inevitable British victory thiĖJ.
years before, and there were noĪI Maori representatives in th;
New Zealand Parliament. The Eskimos were Ļelevant. The lrish
did not count.

Elsewhere in the British Empire a few thousand white men rured
or worked among several hundred million coloured people: through-
out the dependenttsmpire racial supremacy and imįrial ,rpr.*i"y
.Īrere synonymous. Racial separation w employed by th. BritisĻ
as an instrument of Gorrernment, and there were few places i the
tropical Empire where rulers and governed lived sidį Ņ side in
partnershĻ. The British kęt their distance now_paternal nearly
always, fraternal very seldom, sisterly almost n*Ė. Cruelry wÄ
rare, and almost never official. Those mutineers' rere not shoĮ dead
from guns because it was a particularly honible deaĄ but because
the British considered it more soldi.rly than hanģg. Private
Brļ9ns, traffic.king'in Äsian'labow or blazing themseīveša trail in
Africa, might do terribļe things to their natiįes. Schooner captains
commissioned to take indentured labourers home to their southsea
islands, at the end of.their service in Australia, somerimes did not
bother to make the voyage at all,.but simply d*p.d th"i. p -
sTgels 9n the first available atoll. British private soldiers in India
often behaved abominably tov,ards Indianį hitting them at small
provocation, and forcing tĮrem to salaām and remove their shoes
before entering a messĮall or barracks_room. But Britons in the civil
services were horrified at such conduct. Physical violence was seldom
to their taste, Ilaternalism was their fortą and anyway to be distant

I.uTorgh. Their most vicious'weapon had always been contempt.
'Foreign conquerors have treated the natives with violenģ snote
ThomaŠ Munro of the Ēast Īndia Company as long before as r8t8,
'and often with great cruelty, but non. hĻ t ."tād them with so
much scorn as we.'

NoĻody, of coursą dcnied that natives could Ļ clever. old
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Įomas CooĻ introduced to a Sudanese magnate called the Mudir
ofDongola, thouģt him'one ofthe ablest ,rid .l"rr.."rt.*iī"į
ever met'. No, it was cbaractn the colouredpeoples were thought to
lack-steadfastness, fairness, courage, ,*.. uf duty, such i, th"
Ē_nglis_h public sghools_inculcated in their pupils. 'oonjt you believe
that the native is a fool', 

-a 
colliery *drg.f told KipĻg in the

Girļdih coalfields of India. 'You can train hiĻ to ."".ytl,inĮ excePt
responsibility.'Nothing irritated the British more thĻ, "Ļ..rįrWestern education without as they the"r1rt, any real understanding

9f Ė. values it represented. The.*.rģ*o of \Įrestern-educated
Indians, sryŅg a floweryI,ngtish of theiĪ oĪrfl, casually failing to,.Tąr" their own e1e1rdained place in the order of ti'ing.-_. th.
arrivaļ on the scene of these bouģ protėgės did nothing,į-d.r*
the British closer to theį wards, biioilyĮxacerbated tfr'eir alooĖ
ness.

Yet this very class ofAnglicized Asians and Africans was a deliberate
product olthe British imperial system. The Education of the Native
yT.o.n: of the basic purposes ofphilanthropic imperialism, and the

}itļsh haį long ago decided that a Western education was_lhe only
ki1{ worgh 

-*nq him. It 
lyas Macaulay who had defined the obj.Jt

ofeducational policyin India as being'Įo form a class ofinterpreĻrs
bet'ween us and the natives *" go..ā*, a class ofpersons rn'aan ln
blood anci colour but English in Įastes, in opinions, in rnorals and in
intellect'. From this cgnceptiol had sprung the use of English in
ublic instruction in the Empire, and_eveisince the purpäse had

F'. .: pro{tlcg a.gentlemanly iļite of'pseudoEnglishmen, subjects

3. lĄ"" rule_rs'. image, who would- eventuailį pe1Petuate' the
Britishness of the Empire, and in the meantime ļ.t'r, imperial
subalterns oĪ under-masters. Elementary and technical .duätio,
was_ neglected almost everyrvhere in tĻe dependent Empire. In
India, after halfa century of crown rule, there were only rz miltion
li:._*:: p"oqL in a.population ofabout 3m million: orty , p....n.
of Indians of school age went to school at all, and thro u,rį of fourII T villages had no school anyway. In Africa, where the pro_
duction of an Angligz d įĮite gln.ouy ...*.j pr..r*..,'.h.
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Primery education of the natives was left almost entirŅ to mis_
sionaries, a cheap system with mixed results.

But all over the Empire there were private boys? schools in the
English manner, generally Anglican of atmosģere, with blazers
and rugby caps, first eleyens and prefects, colporal punishment and
wen fagging-the whole oddly twisted or foreshortenģ so t{rat
with their pallid expatriate masters, their Ėagile natives or husĻ
youĪtg white colonials, they were like English public schools seen
in a distorting mĻor. They were assiduous and highly successfuļ
brainwashers. As the Anglo-Oriental Coll"g. at Aligarh said of its
cr::riculum, its object was not merģ the formation of character
and the encouragemĮnt ofmanly pursuits, but the fostering among
the boys of 'an active scnse of tįreir duty ās loyal subjects'. often
tlre antijntellectrral pĘudices of the lesser Bnglish schools were
faithfully repioduceģ as was the Spartan discipline: when a new
headmaster turned up at Trinity CoĮege, Kandy, in Crylon, he
found roo boys waiting to be caned as an opening duty.

From schooĻ with lud<, the chosen vessel went on to universiry

-if not in Englanģ then to one of the colonial universities, on
British lines, then sprin ng up elsewhere in the Empire. h hdia
there were five, oriģĄ simply examining bodies, later full-blorrn
teaching institutes. There, all too often, the system flagged: manly
pursuits were neglected, and the sense of loyal duty often went
avry. At best the Indian universities were simply crammers, at
worst they were sordidly comrpt. Some Fellows of Bombay Univer-
sity could not sign t{reir ourn names. Intellectually examinations
were all that counted-sooally, too. With a degree a young Indian
could claim a higher dowry with his wife: an M.A. was vorth suĻ
stantially more than a B.A. Students who failed in their examinations
commonly killed themselves, for as one of the Calcutta vernacular
.,.*qp"ģ asked in 'r8g7:'What is a failed candidate? He is a
doomed man! He is as doomed as a life convict. He knows he is not
wanted in society.'

The British distrusted the product of this system, but their
Īeasons were complex. On.the one hand tĮrey saw him, perhaps, as
an eventuaļ threat to their own.suPremacy. on the other they were
repelled byģe spectacle of a familiar culture graftgd on to.an alien
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ryot. And in these reactions, too, they vere confused, because for
the most part they did not think thį indiggnous *i.rr* ;"r,h
Pr.eserinp. Macaulayr-again, had set theįttern- To him the.
sqences, Ķquages and literatures of tįre east.were contem1ltible
_fme,dical doctrines wļich would disģe an English fil;
astronomy which would move ļauģter in the .l' i'a an English
boarding*chooĻ history abounding with kings tirirry zut ttgt'Ļa
,.^rgn, .lrir'ty thousŅ-years 

_bng; *a geogrĮphy -ra. op įrr.r'
of treacle and seas of buttet'. vrąo"t":y''"protig. *". ;.*..į8
still, and his influence lingered. For the rno'į p".tĮhe British could
not take the sļbject cultures very seriously. kr his traveļ book .proz

!ea.,.to 
Sėa Kipįi"g mischitvousĻ throws in a characteristic Anglq

Indian assessmenr of th9 city of Jaipr., that pink prodigf of
Rajasthan:'A station on thetajpuFna_Mąlcwa line, onĻf.u rn
Bombay, where half an hour is allowed for dinner, ,nd *h.r. ,li.r.
ought to be more protection from the sun.,

The British cheerfully appropriated, without malice, rfie monu-
ments ofconquered civilizations. Government House in Lahore was
the former tomb of Muhammad Kasim Khan, cousin to *" į"rtEmFror Akhbar: the British Lieurenant-Governor of the r,i";ru
eltertained his guests in a noble domed room rhat had once been
the sarcoģagus chamber. In Mandalay, the forme*oyrt ."pit"iĮr
Burma, the private audience halt of thoBįļrmese kings Ļs ocĻpied
by th" UPP.. Burrna CluĻ while the tbrone ro m became^the
garrison church. A few yrk, before theJubilee a British punitive
9xp{ition attacked and burned the city of Benin, ,oo,ĖĮĮior
?g-*, a place of dreadfirlly bloodthirsry-*.to* which hadnever.
th9les1 produced the nobiest sculptural art of n.g.o Af.io. iĖ
British were .jghģ horrified at the tales ofbarbaribri th. .*p.dition
sent home, with all their deliciously macabre emļroiderie, oĖ*ir.t'-
ingcorpses, skulls andwitchdoctory, but their disregar<lfor, .į,
of the place was absolute. You wouid never guess, Ēo.., tl,"iĖ*.-
paper accounts of the asir:$* afbodf in Benin made anything
skilfirl or beautiful at all. AĖican histŅseemed to the .iĮ'į, Į
an Oxford professor once Put it, no moĮ than ,unrewardi'g gr;_
tions of barbarous tribes iā picturesque but unrewarding;ff;' 

"fthe glooe".
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This celestial detachment led to insensitivity. often tįrerc cr ePs

ļn.gth. rePorts 1rd debates of Empiie a tone of frigidly impersonal
lordliness, and the traditional British *"o*'roi *e wįĮäre of
aboriginal peoples seems to be in abeyance. .The advantage of
linriting our rivalry to an Asiatic or A.frican tribą, tord saliibury
91c9 remarked dryly to the House of Lords abour some imperial
initiative, tis one which those who are engaged in these enterprises
appreciate very highly'-and thus, with a bloodless quip, he reduce{
the indigenorrs inhabitants of the trŅcal Ēmpire io iaintly comic
insignificance. Lord KimĻrĘ often wondeied whether'AĖican
disputes were worth taking seriously, since they mosģ concerned
'barren deserts of plačes where white men cannot live, dotted with
thinly scattered tribes who cįĮnnot be made to worP. The Govern-
ment ofĪndia announced, during the famines of 1899, that .while the
duty of the Government is to seve liĄ it is not bound to maintain
the labouring population at its normal level of comfort,. It was this
co-ld superiority that was most disliked about theBritishimperialists.
They too oftor forgot the necd to Preserve facą common to all
humiįiated peoples, wlratever their colour and cuļture.

But in an Empire so firmly based upon racial differences ir was
ineviable that people were sometimes tĪeated as less than human.
The British once coolly proposed to rransfer several thousand
Maltese to Cyprus; they habitually played the destinies ofÄĖican.
tribes as bargaining counters in the diplomatic game. The superb
Masai of the Kenya highlands were forcibly moved away Ėom the
lļne of the Uganda railway 'because they did not need railway
faciįities'-and white setders did. The aboriģal prisoners shipp.d
to the island ofRottnest,,offįhe coast of south-urĀt.a,ustralią d}ed
in their hundreds-twenty-foui in one day-6.o*e the British,
unable to think of such convicts in altogeiher human terms, con-
demned them to a stange diet in an unfamiliar climate, their tribal
customs ignored and.their aboos unwittingly defied.

Among the settlers and planters of the tropical Empire there were
harsher režļsoĪs for alooĖress. The Empire had bėen built upon a
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plenitude of native labour willing įo do rnanual woĄ and not
anxious for a šhare in Government However tiberal the theorists
at home, or the career men oftįre administrative sen ices, the settlers

9n the spo1 were detelmined to keę it thus. Īn the Īirest Indies,
in South Africą in the planation areas oflndia, in trŅcal Australia,
men were already alarmed by the dangers ofrace. ThāoH caribbean
sugar colonies had never recovered from the unhappy rgconstruction
period which had folloured the emancipation of theįlaves: segrega-
tion was so complete that when Anth*y Trollope visited JaĻaīä
the Governot's was rhe only able in the island where white rden
and.-Į1sk dined together. The catchwords of raciaļ fear_.yellow
perilļ'miscegenation','white civilization'_.were rL.rdy 

"oÄ*orr-place: there were 3?2 miļĮiolr people in the British Empiie, but,only
about 5o million were white.

This was adilemma Rever to be resolved: how to have vour cake
and eat it; how to induce your coloured labour to *ork for you,

!uĮ no1Įive among yorr; qpend money, but not earn profits; merrd
the public highway, but not vote in.the public elections. In the
t oprcal Empire the pioneers, however humble their circumstances
at home, soon CĮĮme to ręard themselves as a master race. The
process was farniĮiar, almost allegorical. Boldly the Briton had hacked
his way throrrgĮ bush or jungle, to find some hospitable ipot for
settlement; and sooner or later the qpindly nativejcrept furtivģ
out of the trees in loincloths or tiger-skins; end pres.nģ .omĮ
entelprising primitive, bolder than the rest, sidled into camp to
examine-a billyan or wonder at a wagon-wheel; and before iong
two or three were there, hĄing Īrith tĮrc dishes; and alrriost beforį
the scnrb was cleared theBritish had a labour force. soon they began
.9 Fl.$r! scrubbing Pans or washing laundry was not prbģto
their dignity: in a year or two no white man, still less a Ļhit
ĪrQman, would even consider man r^l labour: and so the gulf that
alreaģ existed between the raes, of colour- and climaterĻd reti-
gion, and custom, and languege, and experience, was irrimediably
deepened by a rift ofcaste.

. . Tho: v1s-no pfltence-ag equal pay for all races, except at the

{s!ot le5l in India. Īt did not ofterr arise anywey, for Ļ skills
of tįre coloured people were moģ so rudimĻģ ttrt aī Įr,.
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better-paid work was necessarily dbne by whites: bur as time passed
whathad been logic became dogma.By the'end of the century, in
most Parts of the trŅcal Ernpire, the difference in rates ofpay was
so great that a white.men could not accept one of the simpler jobs
without cutting himself off from his own fellows, and dāgrading
himself alike in Ewopean and in native eyes.

It is curioirs to sęe how lovr in the social or technical scale these
pĘudices aPPli. ed. trn Canadar Indian pilots were employed on the
St Lāwrence River, but in Īndia the Bombay and Calcutta pilots
were all very British-important men with substantial salaries,
some ofthemfrom olģ krdian'Army families,sĻ1qnzed and moustached
in.their blue r:niformš and often awe-io.ģring to the less assėrtiye
masters ofsmall ships from minor maritime nrtions.In the technical
branches of the Indian railways the white cadre went dovn as far as

signalmen and platelayers. A European mail driver of the East Īndia
Railway in the nineties was paid 37o ruPees a monįh (rather more,
incidentally, than theVicerot's aidede-camp): his Indian colleague,
confined to shunting enģes and peffy branch lines, eamed zo
ruPees a month. In Johannesburg tĮre newsboys of tįre Transpaaļ
Mining Arga were all touģ and gay little white urchins, wearing
floPPy hats like cricketers at English PreParatory schools. Īn the
West Indies a class of poor whites had, since the emancipation of
slavcs, ręlaced the black mąr in the most menial office jobs. In the
Gold Coast, where a sizeable dass of educated Africans existed, it
had been decreed in 1893 that a third of the doctors should be
A.Ėicarrs, but the system'was soon abandoned_it was 'p,retfy clear
to men of ordinary sense', Chamberlain himself commented, that
British.officers could not have confidence in native physicians.

The white inhabitants of Salisbury, in r89r, had sent a petition
to the Administrator demanding that no firrther contĪacts should be
given,to Kaffirs whilę white oti."n. were unemployed: the Ad-
ministrator accePted tĮre argument at once, declaring that he'fully
recognized the prior claim for consideration of the white populatiort'.t

t Įt was only in the colonies ofsouthern Africa that a substantial British
working class Ļttled among a coloured majority: as thĖy werc the most
obviously vulnerable of the imperialists, so in the end they proved trhe most
intractable.
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In most British colonies there was Įittle hope of a coloured em-
pļoyce, however educatģ becoming anything more than a junior
clerk : sooner or later he was corrĖonįed 6y a dāfensive barrier Ļhich
no emount of prrsh or ability would enable him to sįļrĪnount_the
barrier of selĖinteres.(yŅ.ll having probably come from a society
in which the hierarchical divisions"Ļere -į.h oror. .iģa *rir
anything in Britain, he perfectĻ understood).'The, nrost-notable
exceptions ocaurred in West Africa, where a ghastĻ climate kęt
European numbers down, andmanyAĖicans held reiponsible com_
mercial jobs 

,\

h their older possessions the British were still able to depend
u.pon Eur_op9ans for many of the services of life. Īn Calcutta, *tt.t,
the Empire had virtuallycreated, rhere was a sizeable Bnashpuite
bourgniie, down to'English shop assistants in the more defrcate
departrnents_of the big stores. The principal boarding-houses ĮĪ/ere
tho.s9 kęt by Mrs Walters, Mrs Pell, Mrs MoĄ Mrs Baily
and Mrs Day_some of them Eurasian ladies, some authentiį
Ķ rrļro*. British. Tļrere were two English lady doctors in the
ci_ty, and a1least six English tailors, besideJdresr.äk".r, opticians,

PŅq3pto', hoteliers, house agents, dentists, chemists, irn1,y..r,
booksellers, jewellers and gunsmiths.t It was settlers, rather 

"than

transient rulets, who chiefly supported this ex auiate Enģiishness.
Setders all over the Empire foģht hard to t 

".p 
at.L o]vrn tittle

Englands inact, and'were often at odds.with the imperial authorities,
whom they considered'soff on race. In rSS3, when lord Ripon

. . -P." su*ivą noubly along old Court House Street, where one or two
jewellers and gu smiths, with įiiamond rings in dusty jiowcaro. *ā tt"gl"*.ojgu adrs among.tiger-masks a d_Īor ed häds, piquan y evoke

pwellers and gu smiths, with diamond rings in dusty showcases. and the
gleam- of gu adrs a rong tiger-masks a d Īor ed hģds, piqua Įtv evoket D rial extfavesenc s of long ago- .Stxrncels ĒĪntel tm "^f"i'^'';tl ^r il-

1-P.- notably {9nq.Old Court House-Streer, where one or rwo
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was preparing a reform-the Ilbert Bill*which would give Indian
judges the right to trr. European accused, the Assam tea-planters
were so infuriated that they hatched a plot to kidnap the Viceroy,
and opposition in Bengal was so inrense that the Bill was drasticaliy
modįfied.r

During their Jubilee visit to london tįre Colonial Premiers dis-
cussed the free circulation of British subjects throughout the
Empire, but they did not reach agreemert They knew that their
electorates wo ld never tolerate the free e try of Indians, Africans
or Chinese into the temPeĪate colonies. The Canadians had alreģ
passed their og.n legįslation to pĪevent the immigration of Asians,
and the Australians ere even alarmed by the numbers of Lascar
seamen on British ships putting into Australian ports. How did
those digger trooPers feel, one wonders, 5 feet Iģ inches and 38
inches round the chest, when they found themselves marching
throuģ the imperial capial wļth such a pack of brown, blaĄ anā
yellow men?

8
A vassal could q_ualift for.respect, if not for power or promotion; if
he possessed certain specific qualities the British admired. East was
East and'ĪV'est was 'W'est, and never the twain would meet-

But tbne is neitbn fust n r Ī?'ex, Bordn, nm Breed, nm Birth,
Īvbn tno stroftg men stand fau to faa, tbmgb tbeL eory fron tbe

nds of the enth!

There:were certain sĄject PeoPles who habituĄ showed these
qualities to advantage, and įere always favourites of their rulers.
In particular the soeak of romantic cĮivalry in the British, fortified
perhaps by the immense popularity ofTennyson's ģĮĮs of tbe King,
induced them to cherish a brave enemy. They.admired the magni-
ficent Zulus ofNatal, who had fought with such lordly škill in the

lNor vas Ripon's attitude forgotten. Īy'hen, in r9r5, his statue vas
erected in Calcuttą.it was financēd entircly by Indian subs-crĻtion_no
European subscribed. 

Ī47

*P*rį extfavegaĪ.ļcT*P*rį extravaga ces- of logg ago. Spencc's Hotel, too, a^faįouritį of the
Ytcto Įį s, thĪļves ļn aįf:cuditįoned modernity: it is cįaimed to be the oldest
hotel in Asiai founded in r83o, a d itshoteļ rn ÄsĄ tirunded in r83o, and its telęgraphic address is .Homelinessr.
All over India and Pfistarr esablishments sti[ ainouo"" t-h"-*]."" i. i..tį o

ļ:i= 11 ly Apporntme1t to the Viccroy and vicerd;;;ilā;;Ļ:P"rti
|egeg_y_tiyes on m9Ė stongly in the subcori*'āt *Ä tiiĮ *Į;;äfifr;Įega9y_liyes o mo_re st'ongly in the subcoritinent than thė tradition f the
E-nglisļr.boarding-house. Miny of the smaller houses still b*, tĖil;;i
theiĪ oļd PįoPfietors. Mrs Davis of Ravalpindi left,her boarding-house to one
of her aļe ser'Į'ents. but such lres the mĻ-ani,t *l,,o ^ct_-"_-*^ _-l ^^-.

nngliiļr.boarding-house. M"āny of the smaller houses still b*, tĖilili
of he1 na19 s_en ants, but such u.es the coĻ c"ciaįā". .rr'"."rr-Į;ä;;
that he adopted the professional pseudonym or.lai, n"uii ;į F'įdį Ä;
meĪļy yąĪs.
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wars of the r87os, and the chivalrous Maori ofNew zearand-(Keep
your heads down, Sikkitifif', came a v ice across the.battlefield to
the 65th Regirnetrt, during one engagement with those stalwart
en9mies, 'wdre going to frre!'į They.reqpected the manlier krdian
tribes ofCanada,lrnd ļked the strapping Šudanese, whose killing of
General Gordon had been despicabĪe ina".a, but whose soHiJrĻ
gifts surģ showed that a Christian education wouldredeem them.,
They had anoverwheĮming affection for the tough little mo ntain
peoples of the Hirnalaya, and the fighting Ļb.r-.., ofi the
Punjab-tĮrose swaggering Sikhs in .turbansĻd whiskers, ĮĻose
irrepressible Pathans and Afridis of the North-TVesr Frontier,
rogues. always worth the fighting whose Nelsonic dasį and
quixotic. generosity were all the British liked to imagine in'them.
selves.

The British recognized the strength of the Chinese. Even in
Australia, Baron von Hįįbner reportģ the Chinese were admitted
to be'the best gardeners, the best agricultural labourers, the best
workmen ofevery sort, the best cooks'and the most honest and law-
abiding. people'. Kipling was astonished, when he first visited
Singapore, at the extent to which the Chinese ran the colonv-vet
'England is by the uninformed supposed to own the islari,į,. rhe
British worked well with the parsees of Bombay, Zoroastrians of
great business acumen who seemed to think more or less in the
European menner, and were the first natives oflndia to play cricket:
Parsees had everr built ships for the Royal Navf, and so imįregnable

1 Above the harbour of Tauranga, in the North Island of New z,ealand.,
are buried the British dead of theare buried the British dead oftrhe battle ofGate pa, one ofthe earh..nrrr*
ments of the Maori wars. Ämong them tįrere lies ā Maori chieftaiį, .į"i.iments of the Maorį wars. Ämong them there lies a Maori chieftaii, .ä"i.i- PuhirakĻ whose Ņtaph says ofhim that he gave drink to th".n".**oįnd.a.
Į}rofeceo the unermed g-re.sPect the dead. 'The seeds of better feeling

*thus sourn on the batdefields hāve since borne ample fruie,
p,rotected thg narmēd anā respected the

was their social erni ence in Bombay that the British themseĮves
found it hard to buy houses on the Rüge at Malabar Hill; vhere the
Parsee patricians lived. The Burghers of Ceylon, halĖcaste Dutch
left behind by a previous Empirą were liked for their solid, un-
assuming good sense. In South Äfrica and Canada the British much
respected the German, Slav and Scandinavian communities which
had also settled there under the Flag: tJre olrly numerous marriages
between Britons and subjects of other races were those with the
Swedes and Ukrainians of.western C,anada.

of course they alsg criltivated useful alįies; trn India they were
generally friendly vrith the princely caste, if only because its mem-
bers were grand, rich, pÕwerfuļ and often educated in England.
They were sometimes overawed, indeed, by the horsy opulence
of the Rajahs, who carried Englishness to unapproachable e:r-

tremes: but they generally preĖrred Muslim to Hindu princes,
because the Muslim creed offered a code of conduct that seemed not
so very far from their own ideal of Godly cleanliness and courage.
Feudatories of this kind were often buttered up with high-sounding
imperial decorations, Grand Crosses of the Star of India, Victorian
Orders or Orders of St Michael and St George, and were honoured
guests et governors' tables, polo matches and jubilee processions.
In the field the angĘhile subject was often an irritation: in Eng-
land he was alwa1rs fėtģ and the most PoPular visitor to London
that sumrner, one of the very few whose faces"were generally recog-
nized, was u/ilĖid Laurier, the conciliatory French Canadian Prime

tried to p_rovide it by raising funds for CordoriCrlleqe, Khrrto,rm. ;;
got 

^bored 
witĻ the Project, but Kipling celebrated iįwittr an invocation tį

2.In 1898," when he had co rpl9Ņ thė conquesĮ of th"-sud".r, Kitchener

got bored with the project,
the Sudanese themselves: -

Go, and c r, yuļr $as in ym bmĄ anĮ oo loar beaį on olr breatt.
For ģa obo did not sla1 ya ir' sį,ort' bc pilĮ nt'teacb yu ;n jex.

rhg coļlegę _suryived ncvertheless, and renamed h"rtoo. Universirv is
today the chiefcentre of higher education.in the Sudan. 

-.- --- --.-1 *
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that he gave drink to įįre enemy vounded.
icd the dead. 'The seeds of Ļit r feelino

Minister of Canada.
Clearly the British reqponded most llarml}Ī to what they would

think of as Nordic qualitics. In several parts of the Empire tfiey also
worked closģ with Jews. In South Africd Jewish capitalists and
qpeculators w'ere eager allies of the British in their bid for the
Trąrsvaal goldfields, and in India one of the most ce]ebrated of
Anglo_Indian families sPrāng Ėorn tįre Persiari-Jewish clan of the
Sassoons, great men in Bombay: in the very heart of the Poona
cantonment, just down the road. from the club and the Änglican
church, stood thė high pinnaclėd tomb of David Sassoon, its sar-
cophagus elaboratģ caĪYed by Sarrruel of Sydney Street, Mile End
Roaģ with the crest of tļe Sassoons at its feet, and the Poona
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synagogue respectfirlly outside the,window. The Jews of other
tuuntries renrainccl' Jervs, observed the Jmisb cbronicĮc apropos of
the Jubilee celebrations. The Jews of the British Empirä Ėo..
true Englishmen.

9
on the banks of the Hooghly fuver in calcurta a grand and curious
monument stood, across the road from .the equestrian staque of
ļ-ord Nap:e1 and-within sight ofFort Wilįiant's giowering redoubts.
Īt was an.oblong pavilļon 

9f loni9 columns, a tittle thickāt ofpillars
lbov9-aj.,.y, severely classical in origin, but given an;srientet
flourish_ by its shaded profusion of columns. Behind it the ships
steamed up and down the river, and passengers arriving at CalcuĖa
sometimes disembarked at ļts ļanding_stagą to take a-gharry into
the ci.ty. kr a capital notable for its monum.nts to g"ieolr, p.o-
consuls, eng_i-eers and great administrators, many ģpb'assrrmea
this memorial, too, to honour some man of imperiar steet. In fact
Prinsep's Ghat commemorated the young anglo-Indian who, in the
r83os, first translated the rock edicts ofAsoka: Īames Prinsep. who
died. in his forty-first year after twenty-two įears in the^India.,
serytce.

It would be unfair to end a chapter about British racial attitudes
wit! the impĮication that aļl *r, Ļog*ce or condes*"įi"". er*
in that gFrng noon of Empire, -u.h gneros.ity and respect still
gave nobility to the Pax Britannica. Wāhave bėn qp.rking of tJre
general: the particular wes often far more attracdv;. The"Liberal
p-arty w_as out of power, but the liberal instinct was still alive, and
the higher motives of the imperialists weĪe not all humbug._The
Colonial office in London coāsistently stood for fair play täwards
the subject races, often against bitter criticism Ėom *hiį" *"r, on
ttre qpo_t. Tįre Īndian Civil Service still recruited men of com-
passionate integrity_there Īrere even a fevr multi-racial clubs in
India. The liberal intelligentsia fought every overbearing gesture
with honourable zeal, and tįrere wereįtill men ofall politiä į.r.i"r,
Td3H by tlre flash of the New Imperialism] *r,o tĻ"įr't
of the Empire es a trust-supporr for settlers in distaot lar,?s,
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protęction for innoent primitives; a gĮurantee of honest govern-
ment.

Countless individual acts ofkindness had entered the legends of
Empire. In Australia aborigines still remembered how Sir George
Grey, when Governor of Šouth Australia, had been recognized by
an old woman of the Bibbuknum tribe as the qpirit ofher dead son,
and had genģ and smilingly allowed hei to embrace him crooning
the words, 'fuuno, fuornot BaIa ngan1a KonĮir'gr_'Īt is true, it is
true, he is my son!'l Īn the Rrnjab a sect called the Nikalsaini
actually worshipped,the memory ofJohn Nicholson,'the Lion of
the hrnjaB, one of Īhe gĪeet mēn of the North-Īy'est Frontier
before the Mutiny. Īf few: such reputations were being esablished
at our particular momeĪt of the imperial history, at least there lay
beneath the cant and gasconade older and gender traditions of
Empire. Queen Vic,toria herself was their living symbol, and stood
recognizably in the line of\Milberforce and Livingstone, maternally
caring for the coloured peoples. She detested the Boers, because they
were so cruel to black Africans. She thought it unfair that in the
casualty lists of Ėontier wars British soldiers were namģ but
seldom natives. She very much wished the Zulus could Ļ allies
rather than enemies-not only were they honest, merry and brave,
but they did not smoke. She often felt for the Queen's coloured

-enemies as much as she did for the Queen's white men. She kept
an eagle eye on Kitchener's armies that year, as they fought their
reverrgeful Īray uP the NĻz and when Šhe was once told that the
fiere A-Ėidis werc again about to ettack her soldiers on the
North-\ 'est Frontier of India, her first response was to wonder

l Grey (r8rz-98), who went on to be both Governor and Prime Minister
ofNew āālanģ was not so successful with white settlers_Matthev Arnold's
brother Tom, then living in New Zealand, noted that therc was'something
less manly about him than Ī orpected'. Īn life he cpnstantly antagonized them,
and in death he bequeathedlhem a fateful phrase of his own inveotion:
tOne Man One Vote'.

2 But she was unable to prevent, in the following year' the barbaric
destructio of the tomb of the MahĄ whose bones were throvn into the
Nile, and whose skull Kitchener proposed to send to the Royal College of
Surgeons to be exhibited with Napoleon's intestines. The Queen thought this
medievāl_after all, t{re Mahdi'zar a man gf a czrtainimpotwtcd_and in the
end the skull was secretly buried by night at Wadi Halfa.
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*hy: 'ļfear that Įu *, PeoPle are suffering from the necessity of
suppŅng horses and ponies and cattle to įs . . . which *Ļ",
ho"ily upon tĮrem after their famine and plague.,

She was an outspoken admirer of Indian Ļ t*_ro*" might
say ostentatious, for she had one room at osboriie fitted out entirĮly
as a Durbar .Room, vith murals by Rudyard Kipling,s fathei
DeŅte the disregard for Asian and AĖican culturĻ ihi"h *.,
ingrained in the neture of British imperialism, there were alvays
individuals to cherish the conguered-civilizations: Prinseprs Ghät
was paid for by public subsctiption among the British of calcuttą.
Īt was not a fault of the British to destroy aįien cultures for tļre sake
of mere uniformity. Their innate r.qPā for tradition, bredby so
many centuries of continuityt at home, obliged them to tolirate
most native ways, unless-like human sacrifice, sott"e, o. inrnticide
_such wayq ofĖnded the conscience even ofthe hugļanist. Tlrrough-
out the British presence overseįįs tlrere had been scholars and arti"sts
eageģ devoted to the laws, the religions, the art, the folk-lore ofthe
east. Once, wherr Īord_Napier invāded Ethiopia with an avenging
army in r86n the British-deliberat ly t'i.d tį emulate Nrp"lĻo,
attaching savants ofseveralspeciatitieš to their armies, *Ģoau._
ing tlre rnost thorough studies till then oftheAbyssinian civillātion
.;at Ęst 5oo precious manuscripts were takenīome to England.r
The Ajanta caves, those prodigies of Buddhist art, weie first
appreciated in modern times by British soldiers 9f the Īndian Army,z
and it was rhe British- Archaeological Defirrtment of Ceyion
wļich rescued from the jrrngle ttre stupendois temples of AnĻa.
dhapura. The officers' mešs of Q'ļ;n Viaoria?s own Coms
9f GŅdes, perched on a high ridge at Mardan' near th. AfgĖ;
frontier, was decorated withā ."*įk"bl" series of Graeco-Budähist
sculptures, reminders of Alexander's conquests in those regions:
they had been found during the digģgktt" Swat Canj, and
were lovingly preserred by the soldiery. -

'į.9$ 1he 9the1 loot was ttre gold crown of the Emperor Theodore. Itn".lo+ in_England until the Emieror Haile Selassiį "ilĻīJ; ;il
Ī93_o, when_Ķįng George V gave it back to him.

a Though tnįiians čtaim īhe British later used the Ajanta statuary for
target practice.
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For it was not viciousness, nor even sirnply conceit, that fostered

tĮre general aloofrress.of the British. It was PaĪtly a sense of ordained
seParateness, P tĻ tįre natrrral reserve'of islanders, and pardy no
doubt the awkwardness people feel when they do not understand a

foreign caPer, or more eppecirlĻ do not qpeak a foreign language.
Many a British official, his life qpent in the imperial territories,
learnt to love his charges with a passionate sincerity---even Tommy
Atkins, Alfred Milner"wrote from Cairo in 1893, regarded the
Sudanese'with halįamused, halĒadmiring and inoffensivģ Patro-
nzingaffection'. Sometimes the srrrmpathl'was so complete that the
imperialist genuinģ thought hirnself a son of the country, like
those many coloniaļ ädministrators who could never bear to leave,

but settled upon their retiremeįt in cottages ę||ed Mon Rtpos or

Jourlcįs Enį, n fragrant alcoves of Darjeeling or beside the Pyra-
mids road. 'AhĪndia, my country, my country!' Kipling had cried,

in the middle of a travel essay, and there were many Britons to

whom the whole vast panoply of Empire really was a community,
multi-coloured, inconceivably dispersed, yet still a brotherhood of
sorts, in which it was a malr's job to encoįļrege the bachrard, com-

6rt the neglected and honour the Queen. A faint irony sometimes

salted these high-minded attitudes, as the Briton considered how
extraordinarilyįbtor.,ro*e of his brothers were, but in such men

it was not contemptuous, only wry. This is how a balladeer ."lling
himself Brer Rabbit, writing in The Piouer of Allahabad that year,

described a leave in Europe:

I bied me nortb to Como pbere tbe Įake is azure bĮue,

whne 1ou loaf abotlt on stedmtrs ļite content nith naaģt to do-

But u on the mountai side I sap a Sadr Ratungo

witb ryanaris anį tbe Khasra atĮ for ne to'imch kart-

Tbn I tuk a train for An;ignm, bat gazing fron tbe cdr

I rceined a2on tbe 2Įatforn ry oĮd frind tbe cbaukidar-

The'brape g*įnrnį bįd unirhed, tbe'goraif oas in bit Įace,

īĮlitb bis' araįat ka mtbuP and a grix apon hir face.
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Next Ī įw nc"oss to Monaco in Ma'tįnls nąp macbinc-
Aftn alĮ tbue misadlcntures for a ganbh I fctt kem
n 1-yĻjnrp9tor ftrįt ft,e pitb a miĮc aon ks facc_
Hįd'cbaĮaruį.' zrooo gambln!, a Irdįu to i1tbe caset

I said Das roz tak Hapaļaf -d offto tla2tetfud

Ģfu, t-bad 
ry1juis-dlctior' ,'tptr *rr" lni nį neą

But in'Napol? tbafs,bcl[į but can beat Cotīgnc frr nwĮts
A vaccinatm ashd me t0 

'N?cct 
bįs clened oit ieĮĮs.l

kr Ceylon 
1hey everr had Natives playĻrg cricJ<et for the colony, and

in 1894 Aļan Raffel took 14 fo' E7 agair_rst the visiting r"iį.c.
Arrogance, indeed!

11

steevens's unspeakable *npr. might qpeak for the New Imperial-
ism, as it spoke for the DĄ futailī fThis sort of creature has to bedd, -LĘ' good and our oum., An older conception of rmpģ
and one likĄto_prove moreresilient in the enģ ua u".n .,.pro'.Į
sev_enty-Įears before, by Stamford Rafi.es, the founder ofSinįapore, .

and still had its adherents throughout the Pa:< ritannica:Ęt iį
still be the boast ofBritain to wriįė her name in characters of lisht:
let her not be remembered as the temPest *į;J;;;;;ä;
l".? b:: as 

1he sale-9|Ņng reviving it" 
'tomu.ring 

r".d' orĀila
31d. 

ca[ing the to life Ėo1 the winter ofignoranc. a"nd opp..srlor"
Īf the time shall conre wherr her empire Įhril hrrr" Pr'^'ä ,*rh
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these monuments will endure when her triumphs shall have Ļcome
an empty name.'l

t And when Kipling spoke of those 'lesser brecds', if we are to believe
Georg_9 Qrweļl, it w^as not the coloured peoples that he meant. The phrase,
orwell thoughtr'refers almost ceruinlyĮo Įhp.Germans, and especiaily the
pan_German writers, who arc"without theLac/'in į:he senseofbeing lawless'.
Cerainly in the context of the versq from the pcrcm PecesionaĮrit īs hard to
sec how.Kipling could have had powerless subjĮct peoples in mind:

Įf, Įrunī oitb ngbt of 2ooer, pc loose
IviĮd tongau tbat bape not Tbec in aoe,

Sacb boatings as tbe GtntiĮės xu,
or Įescr,hadr oįtbout tbe Ī-ap_

I-ord God of lĮosts, be nitb u yt,
I-est oc frget_Įex oe forgct!

:::ae :f ra 9 ! wg9 lwith his'"'".Ė Ē,l,"gį,;Į;Ļ?;#;&;
1 At C.omo this irrfatuated servait g| : Ų tĻopĻt he 9an a headquarters

l:T.,9 į",_T_ļ:ry:di i. į-gn:' th".pi"t'" ff;" I;di*_;atcfi;:
hol{ing his- incidĻt noĮebook, Į.i"oānot$ng hļs rnądeĪrt notebook, grinncd checrf,:lly at hi on the railvavstation; at Monaco he ordered te-n days in th" loci-up @ ;;;;;ī ;;;;^
l:*.,ļ.:*:9qTPļ"*.;yiryi^,"*-9"į ;J ;Ä;;;# ';;;

:,r:f::l llg _., :fu *l,i"Ļ j", 8,e+ Hir".-M.,d. Pfi;äd? Į;
1{ey' inches f" Ė" ground at-redeį'il K;rį Įį"d-J-arįffi;;,i";
-lrĪ,tlsh-natįļralrzed Ämerican, was an imperial fisurc himself, fār his mā"hii.-
1 1..", ",.rr"o .ļ:įUĮ.ļ Itlc groĮļno at ļr xļey rn Ķe t Maxįm (r8aĻrsr6). aļrĪ,tlsh-natįļralrzed Ämericanr 

-was an imperial figrrrc himseĘ fār his mā"hio.-
, :^:: the standatd automatic weaponär*" rftti't'_ar-yT il_*ä ffiä..dm Ī9oĪ.
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