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and the bodyguards and the obsequies of princes-it was all a kind
of charade. The Viceroy was only a temįrary Civ.iį Servant, on e
five-'year term, and wouįd presently go home again. The rules of
British India rvere inescapable, and exact. When a Viceroy sailed
olļt to essĮļme his dignities he was entitled to e grant of 6lļoo, 'to

cover his travel expenses and equipment. When he rerurned to
Engl.and at the end ofhis service he was alloĻed a ship of the Indian
Marine as far as Suez, the limit of his Pourer: but ānce there, he
and his Vicereine were all on their ourn, could claim-no more divine
aPPĮrrtenances, and must seek the heĻ of Thomas Cook-s for their
onward travel, pat'ng their ovrn fares.

n'fuhnrž F^7 4rr6"ar)ą

CHAPTER FIFTEEN

ob, I'ne sent a ļot of ghk, m1 boy, anį drunk a Įot of ber,

Anį I'pe met pith sonu of both, my boy, as Įeft ne might1 quen,

Bat for ben n knck 1m sidmaį nd ģrĮs n nafu ya si'ģ,

Tou-must cdn? 4t I^az1 Hanįs on tbe road to GnĮagaL

ĪĪle cauyed at l-az1 Hmry|s on tbe road. to Ganddgai,

Tbe road to Ganfugai! Fine niles fron Gmdagai!

Tes, ae can2ed at Inzl Hnrfs u tbe road to Gandagai'

Australian Bush Song

Consolations
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,-f.\HE New Imperialism'was born out of a medley of moods and
ļ circumstanes, not all of them h"PPy, some of them distasteful.
It emerged a boisterous credo, full of swanĻ colour and sweep. on
the face of it the British seemed to be having a marvellous time,
bathing in tįe glory of it all, swathed in bunĮng'and lit up with
fireworļ<s. The late Victorians Ī/ere not half so straitJaced as t}reir
reputation was presenģ to imply. Their young men 'were full of
dash and energy; they revelled in the stimulations of the outdoor
life; the pleasures of Empire lay not oģ in national pride, duty
peiformed and dividen& paid, but also in the particular consolations
a people could devise for itseĶ when placed in a position of absolute
command in an alien land and climate.

2
Sport was the first. The British took their games with them
wherever they went. Sport was their fief spiritual export, and was
to PĪove among their rnore resilient memorials. They took cricket
to Samoa and the lonian Islands, and both t-he, Sarnoans and tfie
Ionians took it up with enthusiasm. They went climbing in the

Canadian Rockies, and by r8g the Canadians had their own Alpine
Club. They introduced football to the aborigines of Australia, and
wherever in the world the groundwas flat enough they seern to have

built a tennis court. The highest golf course in the world was made

by th. British at Gulmarg, in tįre Himalaya, 8,7oo feet high: the

highest cricftet pitch was near by, at Cheil. In Salisbury, Rhodesia,

the pioneers were alreģ pl"Ėg cricket matches berrveen the

Public Schools Boys and the rest, and a chief qualification for a job

on the administration was said to be a good batting average. The
first American golf course was laid at Nev York in 1888, but the
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Britishļad been playing-the game at calcutta sincc r 8z9. Boxing was
compulsory in the British Army.'open ot'der- ltarch !' įh. ord.ij rru.
'Front rank, about turn ! Box!'

Above all the British took with them everywhere their raste for
equesrian sports, inherited as it was among their friends the Indian
princes from tļre warlike tendencies of theirforebears. In those days
the horse and tįe g9"-t{y still went together, racing and hunting
rvere the passions of the EngĮish upģiclasses, andīorsiness vas
more than a social phenomenon; it was an historical legary, too. Thc
thoroughbred horse went yr*_ * 

"lways, 
and therĮ w"s rc"r.ģ

a. to-um.in tfieEmpire which did not have its race-course-a scmbby
Iittle ring of beaten-out turf on the veldt, or splendid arenas ļike
Calcuta's or the Curragh in helanģ with theį glittering grand-
stands, brilliant white rails, club-house'd and sprinläed t"".i'."m.y
used to have race dances at Calcutta, with public breakfasts, anā
curious alternations of sweepsake and counĘ. dance, and at
Madras 

1h9 
s_po_r mēn of the East India Companį had built them-

selves a d9ļshtful setofassembly rooms beside thĮ track, a tall big-
windowed building with fine wide terrac s and flagstafŠ, aod emana-
tions of_punch and P:egayj Ag early as r89i Lord RandoĻh
churchill was complaining that his horse had been nobbled ai a
race meeting at SaĮisbury, Rhodesia, a charge that rings all too true:
and when Queen victoria senl four en"oyr from thJRoyal Horse
Guards to visit Lobengula in his kraal, aļmost the first ti'ing they
did.w.as to arrange a:aĻ meetin& including tt'. zr*loiĖĮaup
and the Bulawayo Plate.

The race-course at simla was on thi'high plateau of Annandale,
surrounded by tall pines and deodars, ,rldā"_"io"sly secluded. The
race-coĮļĪse at Colombo was in the middle of the city, like a bullring
in Spain.r The race-coįļrse at Hong Kong was in Happy vallev
separated from the Chinese o**į 

"*rbrĮ f.il;Ėilb""į:
The Poona race-course was inside thį c"""*i Parade Ground. The
Badulla race-coļrrse.* 

"ļļ 
the way round a little lake. An artillery

range straddled the Lucknow race,@Įļrse. The Darjeeling ,".._
coĮļrse was said to be the smallest in the worlģ and 

_the 
cāl*tt,

rac {oĮļrse was claimed to be the largest. In many parts of t{re
į It is now aĪļ oPen air lecture-hall of the Universiry of Ceylon.
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Empire the climax of the social selson was a big ruce meting-
From: eveĘ part of Australia the graziers made their way to Mel-
bourne in October, to ensconce themselves and their families in the
cornfor.table old-schooį hostelries of the city, and show themselves
offat the Mėlbourne Cup: often the whole year wes rerremberd
bX.what happened that day, and Ausaalians would refer to the past
as 'įhe year Newhaven won the Cup', or'the year'Wait-a-Bit lost
by a head.r The great day of the Calcuta yearwas the dayof the
Vicerot's Cup race, for a cup given annually by the reigning Vice-
roy. 'The grandstand is filled, IwĪote G. Īr. Forrest in the nineties,
'with noble dames from England, from America and all parts of the
worĶ who have comė with tįreir sPouses to visit the British Empire.
In tįre paddock is a noble duke, a few lords, one or two millionaires
from Ämerica, and some serious politicians, who have visited this
land-to study the Opir* Question, and feel ashamed ofbeing seen
at a rece-course. The air resounds with the cries of the bookmaker,
and an eager crowd sĮļrges arorrrid the totalizer-for on the Vieroy's
Cop d"y even the most cautious bank managgr feelsbound to have
one bet.' After the drurch and perhaps the law court, the race-
course was the principal landmark of a British imperial 

"ity-r.prominent as the amphitheatre of Rome, and with much the same
meaning.

Īfhen they were not racing the British were likģ to be hunting,
for wherever they went they scratched together a pack ofhounds,
reinforced ič Īrith the odd terrier, and set off in pursuit of fox,
jackal, elk, pi5 hare, red deer, hyena, or wharever else was available
to be chased. (Everybody in the Empire seemed to possess a fox-
terrĘ a bullterrier or a spaniel: no grouP photograģ is complete
without a dog in somebody's arms, and in India many imperial house-
holds had their ovln dog_boy, generĄ the son of a more senior
employee) There were scores of light-hearted hunts in India, and
in Afica, so strong was the ethos of the British, even a few Boers
took up the sport, and were to be seen authentically costumed in
pinks, shouting Tally-ho in AĖikaans. The Montreal Hunt, founded

r The CuP is still the great event of the Äustralian season, and the Īy'indsor
Ilotel in Melbourne, one ofthe graziers' favourites, seems to me on the whole
the nnost comfortāble I know.
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by British oficers in 1826, flourished in the heart ofFrench canada.r
The_ CalpeHunt started ll " 

pair of foxhounds actually on tĄe
Rock of Gibraltar, wh9re foxes lived high in the brush among thĮ
apes: by the nineties it was one of thč smafrest i-Pęrid įĻį,
was regulady enterained by Spanish gra dees o' th.i, .'āā
ecross'the frontier, and once went overĻ Tangier,'where a wolf
gave an excellent run of over 4o minutes and ā distange of nine
miles'.

h hdia pigsticking,- Įike polo, was pursued with passion, en-

9Ysa u, immense silver trophies prcented by trlahĻ4ahs.'rhe
KadirCup for pigsticking Ī,'as one of the principal qP.fti.ģ trophies
oflndia (it was won in rspz !y Mr Gillrnan, Royal Hors.Ļtiit .y,
on Huntsman) This tremendously exciting sport, in which a singie
man on horseback 

- 1 speer wes pitted-against boars, aigJr,
buffalo, or even rhinoceģ had beerr poįuhr 

",n 
ng the ritiļh ļince

the early days ofthe East India C.omįany: by the rineties t e north_
w_es! Provinoes oflndia were itsĮeadquarters, and on the great day
of the qi, c"P sometimes a hurrdred qPeaĪs mmpeted]and thĮ
men and theļ1hors3s.settled ir_g"y t"rrtd camPs opon th" P*j"b
plams, Practt_slng .T *T'with stąm?eding hoof.s and dust-cbįds
in sul'shine,like knights before jousting.

whatever there was to chase or kill, the rricsh pursued. In those
ģls the reaches ofthe Empire teerrred with multitudes ofgame, the
deer and the zebra ,oamed Africa in their countless thousĻds, and
co_nservation was not yet a preoccupation ofnatureJovers. Hawkers
called'hare-wallahs' used to Ėequerrt the todian cįntonments, selling
live hares and wild cet: to be āhased by the soldiers, *hipįt', ol
jaclials .:. piq{ ag3in_st two 9Ī threedogs in a ball-a[eį lf.fu
was notĮing to fisĻ the imperiatists stockā their rivers *i.t arora
and salrmon,Ėom home, so that some of r:he highland hotels ofNew
4^d:P139* L, faithfullr reploduced aīu'. tangy pleasures
of scottish.fi.lhg rt":, with knowledgeable ghillies in""tiendrnc.,
fishing books lovingly k9pt up, malt wlisĘ beĪore big log fires atthe
end of the day. No colonial handbook *r' .o*pĖĮ. Ļthort iį,

l rt was o-nly in the r95os that French-c,anadians were welcnmed in anv
:PT:::: this ve1r Ņusive hunt: 19iltĮen, I w-as once told in MontrāĻ
tne country was. only hunted by .English Montrcalers of a certain type,.

zg6

Cqn^roĮatimt

:lrp r 
-*-1. 

blood sports, though when Sir C,eorge Scott compiled
his admirable BurmCIe guide he was obliged to ābs.rve thaį the
Burmese'didfry litde hunting thernselves owing to the.mingled
pity and dislike'with which hunters were regarded by Buddhists.

3
Drink came nąrt_food did not interest them halfso much. 'Diseases
Affecting the Whole Empire', was a heading in Volume yI of the
orfrĮSurpŲ of tbe Britfub En2ire, and the very first ailment to be
discussed was Alcoholism. It is eary to see why. All classes of the
British abroaģ Governors to tĪoolrrs, seem to have drunk terrifi-
cally-sornetimes to alleviate a grim climate, sometimes because
ttrey vere lo""h and often because it was part of the general
effervescence of life. In the imperial cities the breweries .weĪlt uP
almost as fast as the race-coĮļrses, and many brewers in Enghnā
produced beers especially for colonial markets-'Produ*{ by
Brewers'; as :wes claimed for Wrexham Lager Beer, 'thorougĘ
conversaĪlt with the requirements of a TrŅcalC.*Ņ. Millers,
the Colombo importers, offered a lager botdād for them in Germany,
and a malt whisĻ eqPecia[y botded in the ĮIighlands. The sun-
downer was an institu ion throughout the trŅcal Empire-ttrat
first delectable drink of the eveninS brought to your verandawith
glistening paraphernalia of ice-bu&et, napkin, carafe, and soda-
siģon, by ä sen-ant in a long white gown and a crimson cĮrĪĪrmer-
bunģ a tarboosh or a turban: thecustorn began, it was said, because
it was thought that tļre moment of sunset was particularly ill
omened for malaria, and that a strong drink taken then, perhaps
vith a shot of quinine in it, was the best prophylactic.

It was the British fiom Briain who were tįre heaviest drinkers.
None of the colonials could match them. The Australians ,lr.ģ
had a repuation as bęer-drinkers, and they also produced e.xcelļęnt
wines-Trollope thought the white wine of the Upp., Yarra vine-
yards, at 6d a pint, the best pin mįhuirehehad ever tasted: but their
consumption of a.lcohol per head was hardly more than a third that
of the British at home. The Indian breweries were producing rather
more than 6 million gallons ofbeer annually:3 million gallons ofit was
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f* by theBritish soldiery, urho caned it rneck-oil', .Durse,. ortpids qar', and who often.omrr.,..l rhewrccl.^ ;- .i^-i-ililltliiĘ: :rri.rnd 
who often .grouped thernselrres in'; r*Ļä 

"įr'dedicated, to the c.mmonĻerräi"g of .ll 
".il"bĖft"Į""lĮ;ik:The greates. ' ql" nrobĘ frcing"the Caļįta P.Ė iį įilis9"Į

was the soate ofdnrnĻen Rritioį,. oį**'^* --.:;l- ^-J_ _ j_ _l- n ly:s the spate ofdrunken British seamen at *pekįnds, l' *.n rya
Navy 3oreofficers ĪIe e @urt-martialled for drrr ;ilį";
any other offence.

-,-T9ig t",**:yd-gasses,and the gamblers, champagne was
the dnnk of the daya When West Ridgewal,r, later GovJmor of
C"ylorr, marched unāer Roberts Ėom r<äbul įļ r<-arrr*, il;",
ĪŠ.d throughout by the thougĮt oficed "hr-prįJi".įĻĮrydi{ it prr1ue Ņm that when Ro*berts ordered him"to ;a.-įĮ art
as he could to the nearest railway station, with an urgent dispatch
9..:h. Vi<rroy, the first thing thfu occįjried to him *i.. ;ĻIŅ* lily"_y station icedīampagne would b" 

"rrilrbl". Ļt9legraphed ahead to reserve a bottb] he rode breąkn"* r".-ar"*ey.' 
={ 

nights_'and oh! the disappointment: the į ;;'
'r'.'..9 

the champagne was corkģ *a^Ļ nort morningI had a
head'.

So important was champagne to these men ofEmpire. One of the
T3 y.complaints of tļe Assistarrt coumissary-i.;errģ ;į*
Y: a'r. a_rmy-vas hr"ing difficulties in the s,iaan ā*ir,r-.Įr
1886 was that the champagne, officially taken for -.ai.iĮJ'r*_F:o, w.as 'of very indifrerent qudity,'and calculated ." āĻ1Į'
rather than to 

"*hilr 
a: the systemr. officers, messes ,o.Är[y

carried vast amounts ofchampagne around wi h .h.-; ;;;;ļ
- eneral Buller, on this saÄe"advance ,P .h;i;Ē;J;;;;
seve*ourse dinners in his tent, washed däwn with Ļy r*ourior
ļn-*9. champagne was ordered. as.a matter of corrrse f", anv
mPenąļ .tnu_nĖ or venture. .lChanrpagner.Anderson, a ioļlv olä
proqpector' of the Rhodesian nineties, įt,his n*r. Ė"*;;';f,;;
:.lFga claim for a satisfactory profitĻ ord"..a hfi.r;h.įi
,Ęth gjctra agne, at z5. 

" 
boĮtl". Īord.Avonmore set offfor the

Klondike with seventy-fivecases.of 
"r,r.prį., *f"iliĮiy];

froze, and was auctioned off in tįre *ļinĮo"., of Edmonton_it
went for 2J cents a case, successful bidders instantĻ įrr*,g *Į
necks of the good bottles, and drinking them *.r"Ļā ti.,l 

*-
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It is not surprising that the temPerĮĮįce workers were active in
these harddrinking years ofthe imperial heyday. The Arrry had its
own Tem1rrane Association, whose canteeĪrs in every overstĮs
station.sold only soft dfinlc, cakesand bread and butter; members
urere given a medal after each six months of teetotalism, and official
1nsitions on the association were much covetģ allegedly because
good money could be made on the sidą to qpend on whiskey.
one of the most eminent refonners was Thomas CooĻ the travel
king, who b"g- life running a ternPerance hoģ and whose first
conducted tours were temperance outings. Cook never derranded
total abstinence ofhis clients, as did his rivals, Frames Tours, but he
never hid his distaste for strong liquor, however happily the British
officers, feet up on the raiĻ swigged their whisĻ on his Nile steemers .

He was an active teetotaller'all his liģ and once recorded witlh satis-
faction that there were 5r9o8 recorded abstainers in the Īndian Arrrry.
The dangers of contaminating native peoples with alcohol were
always alive in the evangelist mind-and with reason, for the
Australian aborigines, the Canadian Indians, the Maoris and the
Polynesians had all been hall:rotted by liquor, when first introduoed
to it by the British. Sometimes a native ruler saw the point, and
proved in his conversion more abstemious than his converters.
I{hama, the great king of Bechuanaland, not only compelled his
entire tribe to turn Christian, butin the r88os decreed prohibition
throuģout..his domains. In a1 country seyeral times tĮre sizn of
England thė oģ place where a dri Ė could be sold to.anyoĪre,
African 'or Euro1ran, was the railvay reĖeshment rmm_tiat ulti-
mate haven ofEmpire..-I(hama called dcohol'the ąremy ofthe world,
and wished it could alĮbe qpilt into the sea: but he was out of his
time, f,or there has probably been no more effective agency for
distributing .this particular consolätion throughout the worĶ than
the thirsty Empire ofthe British.

4
They liked their creature comforts, and were able to indulge them
more luxuriously'than they garerĄ could at home, especially in
the trŅcal possessions. /ith their coveys of servants and tįreir
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sooļ 9riviĘ3, th.ycould live in a class above themselves, elabo.rated grandeur as they rose in rank, ,rrtil at last in theirretire-
ment.back they we 1 Įo Englanģ Įo live i" ;b;ri 

',-;Ä "fouseke-+rr and a jobbing grrd*o, and be k""*r; ,h.;d.h_
aler ruling acouple ofrnillion people for half a lif.d.;:*

having been 'some,tt"ģ a th. olo"i"ģ In the earlv davs of,,.po". .Į h1įadop9ed the sybaritic wa1,s of the r,"#, a.įir.a
themseļves m silks and reclined langui<lly on divans with hookahs:
as late as 1859 Samuel Shephearģ čo""dįr of sh"ph.arās;;äj,
Cairo, wasportrayed dressed altogether as an ngl.ptian, feet up on
a wide an|.sqyshy sofa, with a*shaļlou, ."r JļÄ į" rtį-įJa, 

"Par_rot at his elbow, and a qplendid brass hubble-bubbĒ.;;;.Ļ-
endy at hand. By the nineties the Briti* *oa p..eoā-*ĮirĮi"
varieties of relaxation, and wherever th"y went tt.y t-Ė*i*
them the chinfą the leather arm-chairs, thĮ gh., d"*;t *;j.h"
potted plants that were the hall-maks āfcolfirat"d hiil;;į;;..
' Th. cl1b yas pre-eminently a product of this portabh äė*,
barring o"l}, th. chintz.. Insulated aģainst th. *"ddĮotriĄ bĮä
almostcertainly to natives and verliįikely to females, wirh ir';;
hierarcŅ 

9f p1esident, committee and senior *"*Ļr',_*Į ā"
was a comforting enclave of.ĒngĮishness, its famili* d.*Ļ
ch_a1rsed whether it was depositā in equatorialh;;;;;-;;.
cold' It was social centrer*liĮrary, hoĻl, toom forum, ."o."Īo,
ground all in one. If ever the ritish community wi. .a a" į.-
gather, it would do so 'up at tĮre CluH: *d *Ė"rr.rro trr.Ų,,,-
dering Briton wished to n"a company of ti' ;*" lā; Ļ ffi;;
P gethiĪnserintroduced to,..- .į *a roon į"*oritJb"il;-
ing at the bar as ifhe ourned it 

.asĮ<Įs 
his ""ighb;ifhĮī.pĮräĮ"knownTommy' oldbourne, who'd een pÄt officer in those parts

i" *" lgĻd:. Įm_e cl9bs were exdingly lr*ri;; iil. {il-
Derļey Uļub, m the heyday ofRhodes and his diamond cronies, was
as lavish T you might exPect: it_was a graceful to* *ti,. JanĻ
arcades b.lo*, veranda above, with wro"ugh.;rįi r"iri"į* iLĮĮäuo
lamp 

13nģrds, a pair of aliflrg1rL, ;ā ;;"llĮä;;#;;i:
.orĪy,liļ.9 those on the Doge,s Piiace, from *hi"h J;;i.l*;j;
successfirl financiers might Ēarangr. o. "n*,ro;.h.į;ii;;;ä-lators belov. It reekj or '".Įį, ī".d b, :ilil;l'iäT;'

hrolatimt
frequented by all the flashiest millionaires of the day-Rhodes
him.eĘ lounģg in his wicker chair on the rcrracą the indeĖti-
gable ÄlĖed Beit, who dįned there ercry evening, rpturning.to his
offie after dinner to continue making money-till midniįt, or
Banrey Bąrnato, the ex_boxer &om,Iorrdon, who drowned himsetf
by junaping from a 

-ship 
in Cape Tovrn harbour on Jubilee day.

The club at Madras was descr'bed rin InŅs CĮab Directm1ttas .one

ofthe most magnificent clubs in tlre worĘ amidst the qplendours
oftrŅcalvegetation and surrounded bylrrxuries which Nature and
Art combine to offer those who can enjoy spacious apatu nts, cool
colonnades, the grateful sea-breezes wafted across green fields laden
with the perfume ofroses and mendhim, while ie, fruit and flowers

-to,say nothing of admirably trained"seryantFcontribute to the
snatches ofSybarite enjoyment in whirh even a soldier may at times
be allowed to indulgd. It was in the club at the hill sation of
ootacamund in soutļrem India-'Snooty ooty'-that a subaltem
called ,Neville Chamberlain, in 1875, first thought of adding an
extra coloured ball to the billiards table, and thus invented the
game of snooker: it was named after the term given in the British
Army to a first-year oficer cadet, and the oriģal rules were hung
on a wall.in the ooacamund CluĻ at the start of their phenomenal
i ourney around the world.

In Australia the clubs very early became stronģolds of estaĻ
lished wealģ and dignity in a disrespecd:l continent. The grandest
of thenr was the Melbourne'CluĻ which had begun indeed as a
riproaring affair, whose members went in for false,fire-alarms,

Pushing poliemen into mud-holes, Štėaling door knockers or fight-
ing not very deadly duels-they had a special annexe to creep into,
to sleep it offor lie low. It had matured into a very bastion of
respectability, with handsome renaissance premises in Collįns
Street, liveried menials and large lae-curained windows through
which the eminent bankers, politicians, graziers and mining men of
Victqria could look outupon the life of ttreir metropolis, and deplore
the pssing ofthe old days. The Rideau Club in Otawa hadelegant
premises direcdy opposite the Parliament Buildings of the Canadian
Crcnffieracy, with balconies allowing members a canopied grand-
stand view ofevery ceremonial. The Kildare Street Club in Dublin
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was the strorrghold:l*. ÄnglGlrisĻ a fortress of British ascerrd-ancy almost as formidabl" ,' ,ffin-ėį;; fu;Ļ ;j äĮ,Ää o,
i}r;"äfäĻBenjamin. 

wq.dwrrā in 
-t 

i, most ove.rpowering

. kl.l, visit, for a aste ofimperial club life at its most AĢteco}theHillchr;;il*,or.fi yaĻc"yi;;.,rĘ:'r'n::;*ffiļr
among the tea estaę'of the interior, ,, Į-*Ų*r.iilj į"Ļ
|rg rouns Samuel Baker among iāfi*ir.itish settlers, and thebaŅ ]ack Fisher Toog it' ,""rld*tĮ. It was the principal hill
1tation 

of Ceylon, and a įrfect period piĮ of the Victorian Ėmpire.
;;:.* a grassy plateau.ToĖ *. įurr', ir-"ai;,;ffiäJä.
ļughest mountain on the island, it was like a model rrru į*Įį" l" *exhibition. The British had lįd įrį iprrr., ;.h;-.;_;ä 

"boarrrcal gardcr.Th"y r,"a a"..J; li,ā; rį.. iį.y'i"a--].Į.a
ä:,iläl",:ff-*Ļ
McCallum's Drive. F
landlook. Therewas
cottage for t,re Governorāfc.ylor,, u.r, 

" 
p*į*ä-J; :ilĻof exquisigģ mov,r bufalo d..'.'ih;Ļ... th. inevitable golfand race-crrurses, and y.itlas r.į*s ru"Įį. rį.riį";;h 'l"d?.'

round a loch; and an rndish_;hurcį; Įi-orr", and aĪ*afi'g
l*'y' and poised **."u*iįiį-;Ļ;; the plateau, the HillClub. 9 -J --Yļl

It was a lour, baroniar sort ofbuilding with gardens alr aroundit.Its window-s were mullionģ *a iįįiä. i. *. ,t"r"Ļr,*ĮĮiĻEnglish or more P.op..Ļ 
" 
š*.drh;;try house *Ä dili;;;yre_cteated. If the privatė hous.s of the il 

'h 
E-;lr;".ääĮ;

1,3,{" the suburbÄ, th. club, s-;įä;"
x*Įr ^:y*Ųil!,ru,iffitr'ŠiiĘ*immonth oĘ were **ily smoothJ l" ,irä r.rįÄ;;;;. äilr-enclosed upon the wal! were .l'".į.*piį trout of the local hillstreams, descendants of those first brougf,Į Ļ c.yton y *. .r.rļĻfifty years Ļfore' Therewere rod rackiabouą landing-nets, some-body'. waders in the ". pr'ogį, "JŲiĻ a rattle ofwheels washeard outside out ran 

' "oįh;r.įĀ;.d i.*** to heĻ anotlrer
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sĮ)ortsman from his toRga, collect his bags and his rod case, his
rvalnut fly box and his boots, and usher him inside for his bath
and his sundo''wner. Service at this club was patemĄ or perhaps
avuncular. The planting families used it as a second home, and the
club servants were like family rerainers to them all. The Hill Club
had a useful litde library, mostĻ books about Ceylon, but it was
chiefly a place for outdoor -"r,. Th" grave seniois of the Indian
Civil Service might not fecl at home here: this was the pax Britan-
nica at its most bŅsh and breezy, where the bedroom fires flid<ered
in the mountain evenings like nurse:y memories, and a chap slept
likeaĘ.1

5'
Throughout tJre length and. breadth of the Empire a well-spoken,
reasonably well-connected young man, with a few introductions in
the right plact.js, and a su_ficiently entertairring line in small talĻ
could travelĮy hi.mself without feeling the need for an hotel. If he
did not stay at clubs, somebody was sure to invite him to stay at a
bungalow. Family travellers, though, must depend upon hotels or
the official rest-houses which the British erected in most of their
Eastern possessions. Then as now the good traveller did not gready
care. Henry Beveridger2 a retired krdian Civil Servant on a senti-
mental revisit to India in the r89cs, happily put up at the Temper-
ance Hotel in Mango Lane, Bombay, ;į,"* th. arily at-in chĻg.
'was 3s 4.ģ and the monthly t tttr Įa. Otļrers were less easily
satisfied. G. '[v', Steerrens thouģt there were only four hotels in
India that could'indulgently be-ealled second-class', while atl the
rest'Īrere'unredeemably vile'. The only aountry inrrs in Rhodesia
were thatched huts of clay attached to the trading stores, and
Kipling paints a compassionate portrait of a British commercial

1 Nuwara Eliya (pronounced mo rc ot lr*ls tĮooreĮģa) has miraculously de6ed
the years. The Įttįė town is aļmost unchangģ 

_thį 
Coverno/s coitage is

impeccably kept up for the Prime Mirrister oĪ ceylon, and in 1965 the-Hill
clįb stil had'not äa itted a single C-cylonese to -".b"rstip. 

_ -
2 Father of t ord Beveridee and so eĪandfather of tļre ĪĮle-lfare Sate. He

joined the East India Comp"iy in rS3C"ana died in r9z,9r, the year the British
Įģbour Goyernment declärcd Dominion status to be its goal for India
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traveller stuck forlornly in an hoter-'dark and bungaroathsomer-
in one of the sleazier corners of Empire. 'Īsn t tļrisi 

'**į-rr*.iThere ain't no ticca-gharries, ,nd there ain't nothin;; JĮ'lf;"
l"Yt rbr*glt yourĻictuali *a *.į ārrg" you thrceeight a for
botde ofwhisĶ oh! it's ā 

'*ot 
placir,

Ia.y"r only. along the great dd. ,"oto that the Empire spon-
:ored *s 

own lu 
1r1.hotels, whose names had entered *į "oä o-ļary ot travel. of them all the most famous was Shepheards in

C;airo. Itsnew building had been finished in r89o, *āī;-d;"
Italianatg. gloryr lookirrg across the Ēzbekia Gardens to th"op"o
House, with C-ooPs almost next door.Its original r"į*į'*įra-{.Į"
builton the overland \"}t t9lndia, 

"ro'ļĮr," 
*,d"g;f .h. š;;

-Tl Š* i,.p,'* Ņ largģ b.."ose of the Cairo *i"*į"*n,'Īr'įch brought hundreds ofrich Europeans and Americans to BsyDt
each year. ShepĮeards wide terrace *"' *į ,nĮiĮiĮ rĮ-"äįrre dezvous, withits ca1p9ted staircase t" *.Įrr*t,il;;;;;
palrns; the i'mpassive gold-braided suftģ at its door and themedley of snake-charĪners, souvenir-seileĻ, dragomen. donkev_
men, and rniscellaneous touts who haunted įh. P"?;;;,;;;rj;
lometi.les .shouting to the toffi above ro suggesr a trip to the

fi.T_l', the purclrase ofa camel saddle or somāšmail e1pression of
oaEsbceJh.

- P"oyMy knew Shepheard,s. The hotel,s Golden Book was full
3|fa1: anį ro1alty, .rd thrt welcominģ įį.o." became a mirage-
uKe oDJectįve tor travellers labouring down the Nile out of efriä.
There.is , qawĘg of Stanley ,oiing there in rs9o, ,ft .īhrį
years in the interior looking fo. B.ini"'hr: he is Ļį''.J rtiu in
his pith helmet and high b t , and as ,h. Ā;g*, t ;".l.;;
clasps th9 exploret's.i'ght hr"d *itlrb"th Jhi:;;,; E;ltJ-
man on the terrace'Īraves his hat and raises a cheer, 

" 
āo*..d'lrdy

Ķ'!* Įmgntte,and a porterin a arboosh Ė;il Įl,ÄJį
the fro1t door of the hotel_'the fashionabb; "ač;;i,Į;į;wrote, 'in staring ,! 1. ._".T 

_t!me 
Ī cįĮme out to take ,į. ,rįīĮā;

l:-TPr ooly sht'. ļudolf v9n slatįn,-escaping ęo.n ļt"lr*
years'ļmPnsonment by the Mahdi, made for Shephšard's to write
his book Fhc atd spord in tbc fudan: he became one of the hotefs
best-knoum reŅars, and a staffwith a taste for il;rill;;ä
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referring to him by his KtKtitre-- enerar Baron sir
Rudolf,von Slatin Pasha.r Īt was at Shepheardls, too, that Gordon
had say-ģ impatiently waiting for coäP' to complete the travel
ļrļgements, before he left CaĻo in 1883 for Khartoum ąnd his
death, shepheard's was a legend already, and one of the classic travel
elperiences of the imperial age was to sit on its terrace on a winter
morning, Tt " 

Turkish coffee and a sticĻ caker.watching a
parade march by outside_the tarbooshed banāsmen puffins a#r.,
at their blgl* the British commander ineffably .rį.iorĻ u.
horse, and in front Shephcard's own water-man t"Ėg the dust
with squirts from his leatlrer water-beg, backing ,*ryĻror. th.
advancing military, and chiwied by *.r 'rģo.. Įn tl. p"rro
ment.

No other hotel was quite so farnous, but several more.were as
familiar to. the travellers of Empire as home itserf. There was the
Casino Palace at Port Saiģ wit}r,its huge glass-roofed terrace, look_
ing across the mole to wherę the P.-anā o. hy coaling, ļr the
Crescent at Aden, which opened directly upon the BritisĒ Army's
honible hot parade _gr_o*ģ At Bombį tĻ *"." building the

3o1u1enal Taj Mahal, which was to be tįre most imposing Ėuta-
ing.in thecity, outshining even the great structures ofi]or.Ä.*t,
1d g.taŅnq flamboyantly striŅ, turreted and balconied upon thĮ
Apollo Bunģ tĮe very first thing to gĪeet the new arrival in India.
At colombo there was the G.o.H.-the Grand oriental Hotel-a
huge lumpish hostelry called by Mulnaįs Handbook,one of the
best hotels, if not the best, in the EasC. ,tt C"l*ta there was the
awful Great Eastern, monumental and morose, at Singapore Raffest,
a delighdully sun-shadģ courtyąĘ{ed, loose-limbed sort of hotĄ
famous for its long cool drinks and its food, notorious in those days
for its squalid.rooms. At Hong Kong the hotels on tļre waterĖonĻ
run on American lines, sent their ou,n launches, house flags at the

Prow, to meet the liners steaming into harbour. All across Canaģ
wherever the Canadian Pacific Railvay Pasd, enormoĮs castle-like

r von Slatin, born in a t i" Ļ 1857, governed a Sudanese province under
Gordon, and yas capnrred by the Māhįii in 1883. He 

"roĖd 
to Egypt in

1895, rcturned to Khartoum vitlr Kitchener, and beg e tispectorčjneral
of the Sudan when Änglo_Egyptian rule was restored therc.

5



ConsoĮaions

l_"_._.ļ:''oon81n 1la1ously called the Chäteau This or That, and
sometrmes so dominating their cities that the hotel in th...nĻį of
luebec has been pwolr.Ļ supposed, 

"""..i"į, įį b.;.'ää".
tortress that was the citt's raison tētre.

All tlhese were ..ery'grand hotels indeed.l They Įived įu *"E*Ņr", Ęd m9sd1 r;sen wi* its fortunes, -a_į.i" "ļ* -Ļ.r.plushy, pahned and Electric-Iiluminated prime. perhaps -or *g-
gestive of the best impetialpleasures, though, *.r. thį rrāį.. 

"",.for which the British 
ļļad a iTgculer fondness. At Aswan, high up

the Nile, one could Ļllte a āababia,one of the l" _P;;; ffiĻ
bcats which still provided pr'r"rrģ., servioe dou.Ä'įo trr" pįrt" Ļ
those who could not 

"tro.ā 
cooĖs steamer ftes. This ;"rH Ļe1 isitģ converted by Coolcs, and equipped ār-",Ļ ilr. rrļ.o* ryŅn and it coilā be towed *or.ĻiĻ, *Ē;;Ė;; ,prefe.rably Īrithin reach ofone of thę better hotels, r., .äaįĮļĮ,

tennis. Even more delicious were the houseboats ofi<"rt -ir, *_..a
on the elestial lake ofsrinagar beneath the Karakoram, *ar.*.a
by floating shops that driftā out Ėom tuį.r.h morning. These
quaint craft were devised because a Maharajah;fK";h-lr:Ļ;;g
an influx ofretired British officials into his įcardian so,ą'rorī"į
Europeans to own land there. rn ruroįĻ' ;į;;į;Ļ;;
insteaģ and in about 1875 the first ofthe įashmi. t orr. ā.į, *.."launched..They looked tit . litu. mr-o_'ia. chalets o,o*.uaįr,
hulĮs, wrth dormer windows and 

9hing-le roofr, the whole slighį
:::,:9:1 b1,curr.r1s lrows: and on .i.t J*į' Ļ;ilä.?drį,
gezng ecross the Īrater towards the v-hite ramparts beyonģ took
*:,j- :::,:*r*ts, did theįr embroia"rr, aĻ."aīfiį.**
tor therrJournals in unintemrpted oontent.

Consolations
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They had dwetoped to a new pitch of finesse tįre art of living in
tropical countries. The qpedalist oudtters of Inndon oferea At
kinds of ingenious devies for defeating the equatorial climates-
patent ice machines, qpine-pads, thornproof linen, the Shikaree
Tropical ĮIat, in white and brown cĮulĪras, from Henry Heath,s
Well Known Shoppe for Hattes in Oford Street. The tent of a
British Anrr officer in the tropics was a siģt to seą with its
porable writingdesĻ its canvas camp bath, the gleaming boots
laid out on their trees beside the funion JaclC Patent Field Boot
Conainer, the taut white 'UpCounŅ Mosquito Net and thequnique'Anti-Termite Matting on the floor. Private houses, though
stuffily pa&ed with the bric-ä-brac of the day, were shaded by
verandas and cooled by hand-powered fans, worked by invisiblĮ
seryants in the room next door (in the.best-ordered households the
punkah magically started $waying the moment you showed signs
of pausing in a room, to glance at a picnrre or pin your hair Ų.
Every kind of al fresco activity was popular. The British loved
picnics, aad camping parties, and boating, and often at Government
Houses, if there were too many guests for the bedrooms, great
comfortable tents would be erected on the lawn for the overflovr.

Even so, the Victorians in their tropical possessions must have
been fearfully hot and sticky. Their clothes were so heavy, they
were so loaded down with protective devices like puttees (against
snākes) and neckpads (against heat-stroke), that a dressy occasion
must have been horribly uncomfortable. For the most part to be
smart was to be dressed just as you would be at home in England,
even though ttre temperature might be rcp degrees in the shade.
'Women used to order complete outfrįš from London, with dress,
hat, gloves, bag and shoes to match (or ifthey couļd not afford it, at
least took great pains to conceal the fact that their dresses had been
made by a tailor in the bazaar). When one-took a turn on the Maidan
at Calcutta one rilrorļe a thick frock-coat and a tophat. Men re'ally
did dress for dinner in remote trŅol ouq)osts, if only to keep
some sense of root and order. The British soldier in the tropics,

2y7

_ ļYļvJļ Uļ ĮIlģĪĪl stįļļ tnnv . shePheard's vas destroyed in the Cairo riots
:jj:,^"b:f_h:'_ been:ebuįlt 

"ļ il;"* Ėärļite, beside the Nilą The

r Most of thern still thriv_e. Shęheard,s vas

terrace of the C""ino:Palae at p".. s"ii-;"-i.iī]. 
ļĮ!, .^ļgt uļg ļ\ļļe. ļ ne

senĖ p io .ģ:ll ^_^_l ^^ _i:-i! Port Said P *aļy dinį now, uot tt.-nāta
ä,xįxtffjlgff i j:"**ii;fl"{*:Id;T""äftÄ,gl*:.ęi,ļ.Ttr;

133:ri3;"li- :,...'liT ;ģt,,tĮįĻ ;Jli".Į , #ä,j Įff'iJLįlļJombāy remains the most imposins t
grandest hotel in esia. rhe'c.o.Īr.
advanced colours and indisenoįs
splendour, but Raffies has fr.ot;t
auyaIlceq' coļouĪs .įnd ļndigenous motilš, removing its last to".' oīi-į.i;t
3*1Ī*::;..l,...lfl:t,.Įętit'-.l,.oä];ä'?h;cä; ;P".ifiäff.ä'sPļengour, Dut Katlles ha1 k-qpt its character, and īhe c.r.dir" i"dfi;fiä'
:1'l'*,^,-:*: Ņyn vo.Ėrrįoilio--;tĮ.*Ėgot totel in the Common-

*::-lįį^ļ:Įäj"fi." ;äT#:Ļff:il,:Ęę*f l;

wealth'_r,6oo *.Ļ *ā -ĻĖrįi'Ļ;;:

building in the city, *j i' ĮiirĮ' *Į
. įt' C.olombo has_bcen .ud."ooį.d in

zft
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:hough l" .l-g* into white uniform, still had his jacket brass_
buttoned to the chin_and 3.quy dandified himsefädr evening,
brrttons polishd and hair slicked, įven ifhe had nowhere.. į"Į*the canteen in the cantonment As if all this were oo, Āiįr,, .
favourite recreation ofthe British was the"fanry dress bailrtā firi"r,
guests often came weighed dourn with ehĖrate fineries_when
lord.ļoFts gaYe o-ne-at Simla in r88n eightcerr offiers oiįrr"
Royal lrishcame in a body iT lorrg scarĘtcoatĮ and powdered uriį.

There was an overpowering aura of closeness-one orr r.aroly
speak of sweatiness in such , context-to the whole grandeur of
P*pi.:l tt" 9rrĖ4, gold-braided jackets, the heanį ļilk 

_*d

long skirts, the dark brāwn pfit of Įhe Government ofrces. The
taste of the late victorians was ill suited to the administration of a.tr9nicaļ Empira There is a picttrre of the Wiltshire Regiment
officers' mess ar peshawar in rggC which depressingly.oggi., .hi,
Portentous clutter. The table is thick with rģĻ.niä ,i rļ.,
troģies and elaborate oil lamps and sauceboats rndį per-poa, *a
goblets, and the walls seem īo og beneath th. oÄgk or'*oĻ.
Fla.ss. are. dĪaPed h=*9 ther{napkin. 

".. i-p.?oĘ f"ld"ģ
and the sixteen chairs forthe oficers are packed 

'o 
Įgh .'tog.th..

in the midst ofit all that there looks ,.".oly r** forih.į.*Ļt to
menoeuvĪe a crested soup plate betrlreen them. The too,o JĻ
senior civilian officials_werā just as overloaded *ith *n..qo.n...
Government House at poona, where the Govemor ofBombai spent
his_summers, was built in the chäteau style,like 

" 
cr"āā iiįįr,

and ļad an eighry-foot to][/er, 
" 

g.otto, a lake *d il;;;įj.
gazebos_,-arĘurs and summer-hou;es. ĪnBide it was J"il
over with dark wood panelling and chandeli"rr, f.rt*n d *iĻ
gictye,s of kings and maharajahs, crammed *i.f, gig*,i" *a
lugubrious pieces offurniture. Iį must have.be,en didĖi;d..d f".
the Govėrnor, when wearing his sword for ceremoni.l....Pį;į,
to pass from one saloon to another: but he was used ro it ail_his
other palace, in Bombay, had two dining_rooms, one for the dry
weatĮrer, one for the monsoon.

7
They enjoyed themselves with tourism. The British, for an their

zg
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aloofüess, wereindefatigable sightseers. TheVictoria Falls very soon
became a tourist spectaĄ and even India was full of the symPtoms
of the uade_the blackguardly guides, bowing obsequiously, tĮre
picnrre-postcard man at the Taj Mahal, or the chairs with long poles
atached to them, in which the t ipp"* from Bombay were carried
bycoolies up the long steep stq)s to the caves on Elephąnta Island.
A team of four Ņdes was considered convenient for sightseers in
Madras-'No r to leaģ No z to see that he does it, No 3 to see that
No z does his duŲ, while No 4 supervises the lot'. They habitually
called trritish tourists 'tuy hrd'ļ in the Empire of those days:
Kipling says gharry-men in India used to warn offrival carriages by
claiming they were 

(rotten, My Lorģ having been used by rutinel.
The British enjoyed themselves with the thearre, too. Calcutta

had four professional English-spefing theatres, Melbourne t'hree,
and there was even one in Rangoon-trhough most of them only
played music_hall and harmless farce. Sometimes faiĄ distinguished
companirs Ėom London undertook a tour of thė more-urbane
imperial centr sį Charles Carrington, one of the best anant-gmdc
producers of the ninetiesl spent three years touring India, Australia,
New Zealand and lgypt with lbsen's A DoļĮ2s Įlozle. Well-knovn
musical _companieb Ėom london toured the garrison theatres of
India, and Thespians in the mellow tradition ofham and fly-by-night
often tumed up on the frontier stations; like the well-known
Professor whowas a familiar figure ofthe Rhodesian veldt, plodding
with his sad troupe Ėom onē starļd to the ne:<t, Hamlet to Panto-
mime. Agļateur theatricals flourished almost everywhere, and seem
to have fonned an absolutģ essential part of ttre imperial way.
WhenKiplingwanted toinvent a conversation to show the sāmeness

of imperial conversation everywhere, this is what he wrote: 'And
then, you k'o*, after she had said tbathe was obliged to give tĮre
part to the other, and that made tbmz furious, and the races were so

near that nothing could be done, and Įd15 

- 
said that it was

altogether impossible.' The most familiar photograpĮ of sociallįfe
in the Empire of the nineties, to be found in faded sepia print in
picture albums from British Columbia to the Cape, shows Colonel
Hampstead, Mrs Rathbone, Miss Susan Īvalkley-Thomas and tļe
Reverend Ärthur Millstead, poi'd precariously in too much.make-

299



C rolatiou

"Pļ"lŅg teacuPs, at a climactic moment of last year's production
of Can.t

Vlctonans were, for ell.their later Ęenģ as full-blooded as anyother.generation, ątd _Ė. .T""t' or fir.t l,"p"āfurr;; J.n in
sexual adventure. rrant Richards recallģ i" l,i' u* āa im"
':b'Ļ +" ine-pressible rarrdiness of the British soldier abroad in
Fory oryr. Commanding oficers often established reeimental
brothels, to cope witl it: iā Burrrra th" *ilit ry ;*ļĮį"ļ iil'-Ļ.a
Japanes9 plostitutes,_and most Īndian garrison .""",' ī"a-#rĮi,ļri' reserved for the *Ę.*.T*p::.lnqPecied by milita .ā*,į.r'r".
cleanliness and patrolled y Äitio"y policą į aa.iot l,oiāĻ to
Pąt_rP any natįve seen_ approaching the girls. Itinerant whores-
'sand-rats'-habitually followed r yi.i.i'f, *giĀ;;;- i'. ĮĻ*,h,Tdr,. and the pi9p's ny,jiggY-jig' sahiHiaun..a .į. g;irh
sot(uer the moment he set foot outside his barracks

As for rhe women.".f p.*pto: *tttdb"dly damaged theirr 
1gutati9n for purity_rnrith his ļtoĖes oiti"-goi',gĮ-o in fi.-r.,a*hiĮ stations. The historical novelist u""ā oir,", *a"ĮĀĒ.o
restore it in a book_calted Tbe fugtisbnonan n ndu, u_".-.įä ļi,.had to allow that the B.ritish grĒ, *ia"y i' ,h;'fuh.hd;*y
tempations to resist. The owo-most ihsidious d*d;;Mi'; ;į".
thought, were miliary men on lorr. rnJ amateur theatricals. briį

ahibs fell too for the exotic 
"U* oi*" E*;l rriKirļoiģ an Indian civil serrlarrt, ręorted tt'rt tt .y *.r. 

"nįJr":r.r'l*d by a well-knowa Pathan'marching $onģ c:rtta vro**a
IĮemtrand sometimes asked to be told thewĮrdsrĮ". o"ro*"ĮĻ
the least obscene linesĄthe *"g, Kioāa..ia, **J.rr"rĮ,iĻ
final verse, which ran: Īhere i. ,Ļy 

"oors 
the river with;:[k"

a PeaclĻ but alas I cannot swimr.z

Conolations

8
One easily detects pathos in these pleasures. These were often
peop putting a brave face upon it. Some were pretending to be
grander than they were. Some were tortured by that cruel Ļd in-
cwable disease, home-sickness. Some .were compensating for
pleasures 

_that Errgland denied them. Some were juit makinĮ the
best of thingg, drinking į.hemselves siĻ, gambling them hes
broke. The first-generation emigrant was gānerally disillusioned,
and hung on oģ for the sake of his children. The ā atriate mer-
chant only wanted to make his pile before he hurried home to Guild-
ford or Inverness. Perhaps the only really h"ppy men of Empire
were the men of lofty dury:_those to whom it was not a sPree 

^Į ':|ronor even a p1q9abie way of spending a few profitable yäars, but a
yocati9n. n 9{ happl ss emanates from the įages of thė missionary
jorrrnals, with their bright-eyed conviction of christian opportÄ
nity: and they seem to have been genuinely happy men whäsat irr
their_ tents dispensing justice to the backward įoples, decreeing
imprisonment here, waiving a levy there, in the aĒsolįte knowledgĮ
that the Raj was right.

*įį*ĮjfrĻi which seems to have.obsessed theEmpire

Td ffi 'il"*;;,' *5'trj:,f"ffiT,:i i: ffiitxiffitj:"į
tihose yho thought that never the-to,.i;';,rjiä*"..

filä.'s1*iffi*il*,the Raj.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Tbe snse of greanus ktc2s a nation great;
And nigbtl tbel nbo nigbtl can a??ear.
It mq be that if hadr of grud coald steaĮ

Fron. England's grasp tbe npicd orient lrize,
Tks tidc of goĮd auĮd fuod bn stiĮĮ as nou.
But pte sbe tbe sanu fugĮand', nade to feeĮ
A brigbtnes gou fron *t tbo'' rturr) Ųes'
A r2Įndour fron tbat consaĮĮated brop?

ĪVilliam 'VįIatson

'Proconsuls



NTO THy.AR? from the prmjabi village of Kalka a windingļ \ and precipitous ionga road ran into the foothills of the-Hima-
laya, the airbecoming sweeter, theheat less oppressiveasitclimbed.
There were pines and deodars about, and moiiĻe5rs. High on a ridge
to the east the ķaveller could see the miliary sanrtori"um ofDagt_
shai, two or three barrack blod<s and a verybn$ish church, po;i.a
on e nflĪow ridge werlooking the plains, ,na uiį"*'i"g th. -o""-
airr air from the north. There was the bazaar tolrn of Sāon to Pass
on-the way, where the local beer was brewģ and where *otty
hill_men, trrrbans flut1ering, strode with sticks throuģ ,*r'tģ
mar_ket allep: and then the road ascended steadiĻ-] in loops
and double-racks into the hills. It was e bury road througĻ_
out the sļļmmer, as the tongas of the British, blowing their hoirs,
di jopped smardy through the labouring strings oĪo,rL., o.t.
and livestock: and for one period ofevery year it-became the most
important road in India. Then, at tlre beiirning of the hot seįĮson,
the Vieroy himself tool< it, to escaF from the miseries ofCalcuta:
anļ_with his guards and his secretariat, his private staffand his
public attendents, his Arrny headquarters, hiJ Foreign Office, the
e_n_Īroys of foreign Pourers, the LieuĮenant_Governor o'rt 

" 
Ęrnjab,

the represe_natives of the Indian Princes-vith an infinity of files,
an army of wagonsr garries and chaises, the memsfibs with their
carriage trunks and excited children, hangers-on of every kind,
adventurers of every aŅrati n-bands anį flags, foreign cone_
spo1ģents and Tailors By Appointment, military obs.ro"r', Thomas
C.ookls men, bank clerks anā estate egent' *d ri'iting parliamen_
tarians-.qrith all this caravanserai before and after fuā, up the
Queen's Viceroy went to Simla, the summer capial of the įdian
Enipire.
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2
simla in r8gr7 was one of the most extraordinary places in the world.
It was small, and set delectably in a bowl of thĮ īrills, in tiers on the
squth side of a ridge įike an English watering-place, e(cePt for the
grand mass of.the Himalaya behind. Frorrrā di.trnolt looked
archetypicalļr e"gblrdian. Scattered among the wooded hills
were thechalet bungalows of the senior officials, anfįropeģ on a1r
eminence stood the Gothic tower of christ churcfi, with a belt
made out ofa mortar captured in the second sikh war. There were
pleašant gardens about, and a comfortable esplanade m.arjer.d
along the ridge, with tea-shops here and there, Äd yine, Spirit and
Provision Merchants of Quality, and gamiltorfs the jewellers from
Calcutta (Established i the Reign of George l , ,i,a PheĻs and
c,o., civil, Military and political Tailors, in ttreir establishment at
Albion House- A- little lower a smudge of smoke and shanties
marked the location of t]re Īndian bazaar, and the town spilled
3w1l down the hillside in diminishing'solidiį P","rl.g ;;in huts and shaclcs, until only tlie road iĮ'"r*rs įfį ttroäiog ,
y.rĮ tļrop! tlre trees to the distant plains below. at first siģht
Sirrrla looked exactly vhat one would exPect ofa Britislr hill staäon

-guiet, sedate, and logically laid out.
This was not its sryle at all. Simla ves.a very brilliant, savage,

ugly little torpn. T'he air was electric, tt'in .no"gh .";rk yį;
Pant u_Ę)stāirs at first, sha1p enouģ offthe rro*rĮo k .p youĻ-

turaļly alert and vivaciāus, almost feverish. No,caniäģs .weĪe

allowed in the centre of Ė9 town' exaePt those of the vi roy, th.
commander-in-chief and the Lieutenant-Governor of the rrunjab,

9o yhen-y9u arrived th9re a porter hoisted your baggage on"hiļ
back 3d ļed you stumbling uP st9eP 

't 
p, *d wināinf,Įar,.s to

your hotel: and v'hen you strālb&out throuģ the gĒts of tlre
evening for a first look around simla, ro,,.ho* the" place did
not feel quite solid. It was like a stage set, quivering, fiill äf charac-
ter actors, walking fast and alking hard. īhere were the British
themselves, of course, glowing witļr the thrill of the moye to
the mountairr', .r*.liiģ in *Įir escape nom *" rorģ oppi.rrion

2,
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of the plains and the sea-coast, looking forward to the balls and
PŠti9| of the sežįson, and p-ulling theirwraps wryly around their
Šhoulders,as the everring chill set in. There į.r" ti'. t'itt Īndians of
the noi.th, whom the British lovģ warlike and confident peo,ple,

$1l uearls and gay coloĮrs on them, no nonsense about political
rights and a steģ hand with a rifle. And here and therä in the
s-treets, grving Simla a antalizing hint of unknown places beyond
the mountains, there strode grouįs of swarthy Tibetans-wid._'.t
.I.' Td perpetual lapghing chatteĻ bottle_green gowĪts oPen to
the waist, pigtails, entrancing babies on their mothĀ, bacla and a
smell of,untanned leather. There was an ltaįianate fizz.to the piarras
of sļmla after dark, as the evening crowds smrng here and th.r",
tļie liģts shone out from shops and theatre, and dįwn the stqls off
the Mall the bazaar people moved in silhouette against their fliįker-
ing firēs, in a haze of Ņce and woodsmoke

3
Īn the morning Simla seemed different again, for in the brilliane
of the mountain srm one could see with an awful clarity rhe monu-
meĪts of its power. The style tļre British evolved for'their offices

ļn Sim! was br.ually functional. It dęended upon girders. Eactr
huge blocĻ surrounded by open verandas, was held together with
iron stanchions, Įike a bridge. This suggested to differęni observers,
at one time or another, piles ofdisused tramcars, monstrous toast-
ragĶ or the remains ofjrrnŲards salvaged by economical-iįit .y
engineers and put together wherever pieces could be found to fit.
StarĻ square and edormous, these prq)osterous buildings stood
about the ridge with an air of Pl"t d āoofness, like armadillos,
facing this way and that, with roofs of comrgated iron and compli-
cated extenral staircases. Physically they cast a btiģt upon the
town: and there was something dismal to the thought of the scriĻ
bling hundreds inside them, tĒe cogs of an EmpirJrevolving in so
many iron boxes on a hillside.l

r When Sir Edwin Lutyens (1869-1944) went to Indie įn Ī9I3 to build the
new impcrial capital at o-clhi, he inspcctāl Simla first and waš appalled. .If
one was told the monkeys had built iįall one could onlv sav..,whäi wonder_
ful monkeys_they musĮ be shot in case they do it aģn. ' ' . .'''
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The Īt{all ran among įem, gentĻ undulating, sometimes ope.n_
ing out into a^square in the venįti* .*rč.; and sheltäng
demurely out of the limelight, up garden paths lined with dahlias
or lupr s, were the housesįf the gi"rt, *'ith names like Snowdon,
KnocĮdrin, Hawthorne and The Gables. The Commander-in-
C_hief lived in one, thg |orei |ecrelarr in another, the tvtanagėr
of tlhe Mercantile Bar'rk in a thiģ anįį aĻve and beįond th.m äll,
with a.P.i*!"ģ"P"' and sundry staffhouses, *o-th" Viceroy,s
new palacą-finished in 1888 and decorated throughout by MesĮrs
Maple and Co., of Tottenham C-ourt Road.

It was a s prisingly long way.Ėorn one end of Simla to another
_ fr9 _!"*o C-ourt, say, wĮrere the Lie tenarJt_Governor of the
Punjab Įived, to the Viceregal esate behind its monumental guard_
house at the wesrern extremity ofthe ridge. a,few old,ibanyaiaard,
still be hired-_curained sedarr_chairs like"fo*-pu.to Ėi., Ļoi.d by
f^our coolies.aprece: but the normal means ofpuĻfi" o*ģ, *rĮit .
four-man rickshaw, a wicker'work vehicle än high spindly *į..īį,
1hich was propelled at dizzy qpeed t}rrough thĮ 

'o.",', 
i,' o.*

{ternatģ heaving, brakin5 
-swivellingäd 

pushing Ļ* *,"
desperation of tobogganers, Ļd reachinč, .li.Ļ in tieir kfo.į
eneĘies in propelling 9. ml"g fast enorigh down one hilt to ģet itup the steep slope ofthe nexį

:

4
Seven tļrous*ļ Ę. up, eiģry miles from a railway line, 75o miles
from a port' simla was the oddest and most ior.torr't" of the
y"j.l* great capitals. The mails were conveyed to oi oa ,tIq , ffi9-Pgny tonges, at breakneck speed, but theroad*r, į
roughthat they sometimes had their qprings packed with bamboo
lrafninSg to lessen the jolts, and when thJri"ers near Kalka weren:{.d elęĮrants sometimes had to bc commandeered, .o āģ
the imperial 

$spatches across the waters to the viceģ 
- ----'-J

From Simla were dire9te! th: e ļry of3o8 million ģopt-o*oand a halftime.- ft pop"l"tion, by GibbonĮ estimate, ar.Ė ąo*į
lmpire at its dimax_protected by th" greatest anrry in Asią and
forming a pendant to Britain itself in-the i.nm.nļ. bil;. ;}

z6z
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Ernpire; The world recogpized that India was a great power in
iF.Ķ ta Īras an Empire ofits owrr, active as well as įssive. Most of
th9 brgger nations had. tlreir representatives at Simīa, and the little
hill station on the ridge cast its summer shadow wide. Its writ ran
to the Red Sea one way, the Ėontiers of Siam the other. Aden,
Perim, Soaotrą Burmą Somaliland were all governed Ėom India.
Indian ąĮrrency was tlre legal tender of Zauvibar and British East
AĖica, trndian mints coined thedollars ofSingapore and Hong Kong.

Jhe proliferation of Indią es we have seen, wa, ,"pr.'"nt d by
hundreds ofthousandsofhercitizens scattered across tĖ. *.*., *ä
the Īndian Arrry, too, had seen service in rnany parts of the world.
When Indian trooPs Ī/ere sent to,Mala in 1878 itārorrsed a ftrrore in
Englanģ end Disraeli was accused of selling the Empire to the bar-
barians. Since then tlrc use of trndian troops in other parts of the
Empire had become a:co rĪnonplace. In th. past halĒcentury Indian
soldiers, under British officers, had served in China, persia, Ethiopia,
Singapora Hong Kong Egfpt and Easr Af,rica, and in r8g they
werę advanci:rg up the Nile with Kitchener. Īt was the possession
oflndia that made the Empire a miliary Power-'an English barrack
in the oriental sead, Salisbrrry had once calM it. Īts ReŅar Army
was not large-some 160r@0 men-but it was all voluntary, and it
was recruited chiefly from the martial peoples of the norĄ Sikhs,
funjabis, Pathans, whose fighting qualities were celebrated every-
wļėre,

It'was from Simla, in the summer-time, that the British super-
vised the eastern half of their Empire. Upon the power and wealth
oflndia dęended thesecurity of Įh. erstįrn mģ ofAustralia and
New Zealanģ of ths great coĪnmercial enterprises of the Far East.
The strength oflndia, so many strategists thought, alone p,revented
Russia from Ņlling through tlre Himalayan Passes into south_east
Asia, and the preoccupations of the gorerals in Simla wėre important
to the whole world. 'Everything is so English and unpicturesque
here', the:artist Val,Prinset' *iot" durinģ a visit to šimh, 'tĖat' r PrinsĘ (r838-r9o4) was the son of a well-known Indian administĪator,
and a nephew of Jameš Prinsq> of Prinseģs Ghat. Born in Calcutta and
destined for the I.C.S. himse[, hē took up art instead, returning to India only
to paint, on C,overnment commission, aįicture of the grcat Durbar of r87,
when Victoria was proclaimed Queen-Empiess.
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ex:ePt the people oĪe meets are those who rule and make history-
a fact one.can-hardly reaįize--one would fancy oneselfat Mars;'te.'

Īt pas hard to reahzr, but it wes true. TĖere *r' ,,rbrt rrįį ao
tĮre fantasyof Simla- The British did their .'. tn u""įo a ar,"

r::*: of their Ęril*: and though the town was commonly
ļ.,own to disrespectful juniors as 1'heAbode of the Little Tin Godģ
still a good deal of so d qplendour srrrrounded .h. *;į;;;;P
*j:::n .Y,ceroy.himselfyas 1o 

be_glimpsed on Sunciaį mo*i";'
resplendently driving to church in his carriage, , *..kly ,..on-d
cgmins. $s palace on the hill was so luxuriois'rtrt *Āy *rr.thought Indian income tax, introduced in r88ģ had u.., a.uįa
to pey for it. Its household saffcomprised 3oo-domestics and roo
cooks, and in one recent season ttre vicerein; lr"J'įĮriaĮā_""*
y.'": Ęig 

dirrners (op . fifty guestį twenŲ-nine small ones, a
State balĻ a f"n.y dreis ball, ā.ĪriH..r'. ball,'tuio g;J;;;;;',
rwo.evening parties *9 

'ļĮ 
dances of z5oP.oPl" ."ci. rt.^gr"rā,

at 
1he 

gatehouse,.inspired by all this a'ģ"y,,o'.d to s.lotĒ *ith
such a reverberation of small arms that more than once the horses
of eminent visitors had been k""; ;; *.* äi"."įiĮ .ir'i, *a
bolt headlong back along the Mall.
. In 

Ņs.caprtat as in any ofJrer, the social graces anģ felinities
intensely thrived, and the suburban instinct ofvī.tori* rle, Ār,į.įa
1"- 

p-Id:il:rĮ by_. : QueenĮmpress, found i.' ;;;;;;;;_
pressļon in Simļa. The houses of the Field-Marshals and horeign
Secretaries were not, as foreigners might eĮpect, replicas 

"rgp.'.,country houses at home, .r.h ar mig:ht be-said to illustrate" the
patrician flovering_ofĘ.lehna. still bšs did thį *td.īrhį;;h*
" , 

9 
palaces ofearlieirrrdian conquerors. they *.r.;;'*;;Ļ

villas, often done in halĒtimber a,dpi"ster, *iįhä..;;;;;;;;;'
and gravel drives, ferns.* 

ļrr"grng *į" br.Ėtr, *d grt , *ith th"i,
names upÖn them. Ī/ith their.mullioned window' 

"id 
th. rĻ i";'

ent'w'ined about their porches, they looked all lavender ,**exc3t for the Yss9ring sikh guaids who paceģ ;,iĮmi;'
ancį tremendous_beards, up and down outside tįre threshold.

9,i.,tE vivid, snobby,-like all centres of power siįla ļeethed
with ambition and lntrļry9..|ociety was o".rĻ i*in; ;Ä;:
only Army officers and civil s..rĻts, for example, could be full
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members of the principal Simla cluĻ_and there was a hot-house
Ėeling * F'"_ lace. _|eliti's resteuĪant, 'beside the bridge at the
eastern end of the Mall, was the traditional hotbed of gosĻ where
an excellent view might be obtained of the current scairdal, end the
latest handsome arrival from the Frontier, or winsome bride fresh
out from Hertfordshire, might be viewcd and analysed to advanrage.

Įhis .w.as 
the-hunting-ground of Kipling's allegorical Anglo-ĪndiĻ

chatelaines, those grandes danes ofĖmp erwitĒ the adori-ng young
subalterns and civiliens at tįreir feet, and their private .hä"ęl. o?
communication, via Tony or dear Major Lansd6wne, direct to the
Secretariat.itself, Kipling, Įeightened his effects, but there really

]:.., g:oq deal of philandering, gāmbling and heąvy drinking in
Simlaj if visitors from Englandthought iį tike MĄate, to irino-
cents.'from upcountryl where the nearest thing to viče was often a
rounĮl of gin-rummy over a hurricane lamp, itĮometimes seemed a
very Paris.

Jhe_ongļsh in Simla knew each other, for the most part, all too
yeļl._Thg h3d gr9ln, up together in the imperial service, and they
had few illusions about each other or each otjhe/s wives. Īt was the
outsiders who were taken aback by the place: the Vicereines, who
had often never been to India befor., anä generally loathed šiįt.,
or theyoung girls fresh from England, to vĀom tt il r,igh 

"nd 
st .t-

ling place, rich with scarlet uniforms and brown l,o-u*n Enslish
6ces, must harre seemed one ofthe most exciting toiĻ' iÄ'agina"ute.
Evbrything vas overdrariln at Simle. fight balis and dances at the

Iir:"Ė Inģge alone! Even tfie monkeys were so bold that they
habitually came throuģ people's windows to steal fruit, and codä
often be heard thnrnming with their feet on the iron roofs above:
and constantly through the gossip and the music of the string
orchestras ran the mįļrmįļr of ģreat Power, a basso 2ro! nfu to Simhį
frivolities.į

. 1 SŅa, noy the capital of a hill province called Himachal Pradesh, has
changed surprisingly liĮde, though iį has not been the summer capital of
India since the Second ĪIorld Ī[ar. Its size is much the same, and tliere arc
still no rĻheeled vehides, rickshaws excepted' in its central streets. The
viceregal Lodge is now the Indian Institut6 for Advanced studies. The sreat
Government buildings are military headquarters of one kind or anothģ or
provincial offices. The Tibetans in theļtreets have been augmented'by
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5
The British Government in India was a despotism ofgreat efficiency,
in wļrich the Indians had virtually no say. įh" b*.."..helons of t e
administration were filled *o'tiy by lndians, those babus *hoļe
hrr ble reqpea, elaborate Welsh-šoundiag English and pitiful efforts
to 'Westernize 

themselves so amused anā init"ted chįir rulers. tn
thę middle rarrks. there were māny Indians in min r .*e",rtirre
positiorrs_, office superintcndents, assiĮtant s..r.t".io, ot . 

"''irāntcommissioners. But the krdian civil service prqper, the senior
branch of the Government, was almost locked. Īrrdi;' *;6=.
P co_mpete in the LC.S. entry examination, bdi the odds were
n:"*, Ī,.eigļted against them. Their educatįon was 

"o'g.rrJiothe examination, the papers were in English, they hadĻ go..t,
Iondon to sit_the jo"r.'"y itself was aģst the į"r,"t, of fido
orthodory, arrd some of the eąrliest Īrrāian carrdidates dared nįt
tell even $eir own Parents that they were going. ry ,s9? įr .
tewverycleverHįndusand Parsees had managed to getĻ andwĻ
acting ascssistant mŅstrates and collectors iro. tt J.ot'at 

" 
r.c.š.,

the reaļ Gorrcrnment oflndia, was absolutģ British.

-A...!rę -top ofit stood the Vieroy, who ämbined the rjffices of
a President and a PrimeĮ4inister, wį responsible only to hnJoo,
and was g**ļl." pblerrr1_with no prĻo* hdi; ".P* *TT-.*..on polifcal. grounds for a five_įear.term. He errjrį.d ,o*.
9fthe privileges ofan independent ruler. india aecrma its ävn tar;m
for exampl*British offiįrs d.lg t";,* l"-L,di;į;J;;;;
customs dutyon theirsaddlery-andīn theyears r8g6e d rs97 tĖeį
was no legislation at Ī/esuninster dealing'with hrdian rnio. rį"

Proconsak

VicerŅs Council was in effect a Cabinet, and atmost all įts Ministefs
were Civil Sertants, each the head ofa Government department. It is
tnre that the Cornmander-in4hiefattendedas anextrā member, and
that sometimes the Viceroy, by summoning adozen extra members,
turned the Council into a legislative assembly, when the public was
admitted to its sessions, and sat on a ro\p.ār a"i"g-r;m chairs.
But the Viceroy could override its decision, *y*"yrĻd the power
of the bureaucrary remained unchallenged

Defence, fo*ign affairs, national finance, the railways, posts and
telegraģs were all looked after by this Crntral Government. In
other ways India was administered by the provincial govemmenrs,
no less completģ i" the hands of the Ī.C.S. The seven provinces
wer ļn almost es seParete States. Two oftlhem, the Presiāencies of
Madr,ąs and Bombay, had kept not only their pre-Mutiny titles, but
also the right to communicate directly with London, without
reference to the Viceroy, who sometimes heard what was happening
there oģ by reading tĖe newqpapers. The provinces had beenĻ*.d
out, by history and'politics, in shapes that bore little relation to
geography, ethnography, or even language, and they had been disci-
plinedinto entities bythe British.In each the headoftheadminisaa-
tion- Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or ChiefC.ommissioner-had
his own council ofCivil Servants and nominated legislature, and the
qystem of government Īras elaborate. In Bombayr. r examįlą there
were dqlartments of Public Worlcs;Justice, Iand RecorĄ Muni-

"ip.įity 
and CantonmeĪts, Revenue Survey, Politics, klucation,

Police, Forests, Mėtlicine, Finance, Gaols, Posts, Telegraphs,
Customs, Salt, Opium, Exciser lncome Tax, Stamps and Stationery,
Registmtion, besides a Marine Departrrrent, an AĪchaeological Sur-
vey, an Īnqpectorate of Steam Boilers and Prime Movers, and a
Directorate of the Government Observatory. All these departments
had British chiefs: multiply them by eight or nine, and you will
have some idea how many positions ofgreat administrative authority
v,ere held by Englishmen in the krdiā of the nineties.

Every I.C.S. man first went through the mill of the districts.
India's provinces were subdivided into some 2Jo districts, each
presided over by an officer called sometirnes a collector-magistrate,
sometimes a deputy commissioner. The district rilas the basic

267

*1ļcd1-:l*ry fo^m 
over.the.mounai s, and- most of the tea_shops,Įiilors' gunsmrths. and Crow jevellers have vanished vith the Rai. t'he

$ffiįįTffi#Hļ#:.H*,ffi"į1mru-ĪniįįĪį:x
311or_caniage, P":"*{ a s ntlgs wĘte, and i*td;;iįį;JļmJJ;,
'Tr:: :.:"::_ l.}ch,and a beautifirlly aintained=vinage RoĪs_shinyļeįrurer s įĮfs' spade-handles on itsdoors, and on the front arrĻormous braissurting_handli. ouly the i P"rirl creJt, .į;Ė.
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administrative unit of p1itish India, and it was complete in itselį
its head Tng r.po"sible foraįmosĮ anything .r,"rĖpp"nua m i..
Ir:.*Š Ņ.represenative of the-Cro r: ail oĖ ilāi 

""Jubile P"y, t " district officers held their own local Durbars'Ļd
reeived their local notabĶ the petry.u.rohļ, *"_g;h;;Jo.
s" gro. 

'ea"rĄ 
graciously in ä."iqr.. on ueįaroi.hį-ar*._

Empress. The district officer was also the tax official, which i; ;iy
he was sometimes called a coilector. 'The main work of the krdian
ldministration', it was officially declarģ .is the asįsļ*;;į;r.Ļ
land tat', the chief source of rĻenue, *-a *" o,* il th; d ;".
qpent much of his time inspecting croPs, checking..rš*.*"nir,
f"' g ownerships and įisteninģ t il. rrg"*"i* .i.iJÄā-
Įords. He was at once.tJre.chief ofpo.lice and Įhe chiefrnŅstrate of
the district, a combination thai was often criticized. bn .or.
working days of the veek he presided over his courĻ ,o-.J*ĮļĪ
a musty town courthoŠ"l|Phg hot and bursting to the doors,
sometimes in a tent in 

: 
fi.lģ *i.n prisoners and fg"rlts ioiį;;8

on the grass outsi'de' and a stream oiqp..t tors wanäering i" ffi;'
and threes from the village along the trĻck. 

"
_ Such 13mP court wās erreryo*r''i*rg. of the White Man,s
Burderr. The magistrate was often absordįyounE andĻs court
equipment consisted ofa couple ofcamp .t rii,. Ļa ,Į"rrrį'arr. ā*r..
on the ground beforeit his cĪe.ks srt äossJegged, each.įi* į_l*-
horn, and at the door his ordeģ 

"*ģ Ė;"6,"" ;; ilįdressed in a scarlet coat and sasr,. rr,į" į,ir'iÄPi;;;ä;i.h;fii;ffi.
and Ąumble|! lrelimina:, to the rrivy council, fiLģ1h;;.i';;;;,
T3 Ė.applicants, bo*iįg low to thĮ represenative of įe ą.įvillfis'in irons, dęutati ns of viĮage'rs, P*Pį;į;_*rnä,"argue about the water rates, or ae-iiaeaĻ įudit of the;ll";.
accounts, or accused their neighbours ofwitchcrĄ or thouqht iv
were entitled to a rebate of Īast yeat's land ao_**ā...?' o"ā-
si91ally, thiev'es nearly {ways, dįserted soldiers, P"".;īJ;";with no visible m.a,s of supį.t, to't.hitar"n *ä ..gurn.iauĻĮ
local lawyers. The district ;ffioi *ost hare ansv/ers for them all.
The clerks scratched away in th9r1_big b*L*; .L" ora"rry-u'lĮ..a
*:- * with pompou'.:h ą lik 1 s.rg.ant-major; and when
thecourtwas over thedistrictofficerand his siaffpacked up thedesk,
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the chairs, the tent and the law books in carnel carts, and plodded
aģross the plains to the next session.

So from top to bottom, Viceregal Indge to portable courthouse, the
Indian Civil Service ruledlndia. This was a land offabulous variety,
a world of its o.qrn. At least 8m languages were spoken there,
including tongues like Karen, Mon, Shan, Bhil, Garā and Halbi,
which not more than a handful of scholars elsewhere in the world
had ever had the opportunity to learn. There were 9 million Indians
classed still as aborigines, and there was a dizzy p,rofirsion of more
advanced minorities: jangling stalwarts from the Rajput States,
noble -Sikhs from the north, the clever and disputatious Bengalis,
Pathan warriors from the north-west Ėontier, people Ėom Assam,
sikkim and Bhuten vith a Mongol slant to their eyes, exquisitģ
frr l" Dravidians &om the south, s range men främ the asta"i
Andamans, the Nicobarsr the Shan Hills or Baluchistan. Across this
marvellous country the inflexible order of the I.C.S. was laid, pro-
vince by province, the whole governed by an all-embracing code of
rules, moving to a sure and tested rhythm of novitiate, experience,
promotion and protocol. Mahatma Gandhi called the I.C.S. 'the
rnost powerful secret corporation the world has ever knowd, and
in India as a whole it had acquired a prestige sg towering that to
many simple people it seemealnfalliblE if not divine.

The Central Government ofthis system was heavily formal, rigid
with bureaucracy and protocol-'Do you know Mrs Herbert of
Public V/orks?' the Anglolndian hostesses used to say. 'May I
introduce Miss Entwhistle of lrrigation?' The I.C.S. had not much
changed its method for half a century, and its main arreries 'weĪe

a little clogged. Its duties wcre much wider than the duries of a
contemPoĪžįrv Government at home: in some vays India was almost
a Socialist countryr so involved was the State in marters like land-
ownership, transport, forestry, education, medicine and police woĄ
and in running the oficial monopolies of salt and Ņum. All this
led to a vast subsidiary establishment-there were nearly 3 million
employees in the prblic service--arrd a proliferation ofpaper work.
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Life was short in Indią transfers from office to offie were 6equent,
and th9.oĄway of,maintaining orrtinuity seerrred to be to'ur.it"
eyerything down. orr the Indian trains thį ticket coļecter vrote
dovrn the numbe ofy.our ticket on a piecebfpapr, a. * -idgrr"deve.ntually., 1ith millions morE to daven knoĻ'; ;Ė;;*
and meaningless archive- Errcrybody made fun of the d,-rbri"g
bureaucracy 

_of 
sļ*l", even sometimes its o*, urorā', 

'oseriously did it take itselfl

.. 
Īn theory there was a rrost no contingency for whiclr the files

{{'": provide a precedent, or the reguīations decree a solution.'l."kE 
ļ9. example, the regulations laid dovn forJoining Time, the

time alloured to a., offic.į to pr.oceed from one gtation to another,
when he was transferred- JoĻing Time is *l"d;t"d; f"į;;',
subject to a maximum."f- 

" 
gyrl (Sunda1,s not acnrally spent in

tr'avellingare not included in th; caĖuhcon) Six days nĻ Ė**_tion, and in addition thereto, for the portion of th" joo-f,;hl"h
the officer travels, or miģt traveĻ a äay for *.h' Ėr oiĖ"y;;
*iles, by Ooean Steamer, r5o miles, River Steamer go.ito, M"it
Cart or other public stage conveyance drawn by horse, so ,iil, į,
any other way, 15 miles, or any longer time acarally occtpjed in the
joT.y. ? that time *e omā will draw paį o, ,iģy;ĻĻ
Ī $ry.* H, old appoinunent, or that *hicir Ļ. *illĮ;-;;
JoTr"ą tus newappointĪnent, whichever may be less.,

hlhe q"H F" system was far more fle.xiįle. Though Īndia had
a surfeit of senior gritish oftcials, the British oar. 

"'ä įīoī" ĮĻ
very small. There were Frhaps 2orooo Britons , , frra, i, tL"
*'dę l9t -Tting soldi"r* or*" British forces station.d il;.
ĄDout haļt were business people, and another 3rooo British officers
of the ļd:" e y. A feĻ Ė*Ļ.a ri,on' worked in the lower
ra ļŠ ot the public se{cer_ as enģe drivers, po.rt technicians,
PostĪnasters.' There remfied so-. rr3oo British^niembers of the
I'c'S'r-upon whose shoulders rested the responsibility for governin;
3oo million souls. At th: centre all might Ļ aor"īį Āį"b-Į:'ffi
Ę erimeters the district oficer_geneĮlly had ," *'į;p I'i, ;;
mind, without refererrce to precedānt o, s.nior opinio"_i'irra n*_
singh, Eest Berrgal, one district offictrwas."'porribl"fo. o,o* ļq*rį
miles of territory and 4 million people, whiÄ Ėn uiīiįįĖĻĮä;
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consuhation. kr dealing with sudden emergenciesrin arbitrating un-
expected 

{isptrtes, in iistant decisions onä".n .ļ of[fe and aĻtr,
the British ruler oflndia was expected to obey his .o-mon s.ns.,
ānd do what he thought was riģht in the bnģ run-fortified as hį
was by those values of manly selĖreliarre without which tįre Indian
Civil Service would p,robably never have accepted him in the first
place.

7
But however origrnal the young offiers in tļre field, tĮre Raj did
emanate a certain worthy dullness. Nearly every visitor felt it,
and contrasted it ruefully with that gift forgraceful hedonism and
s\ullduggery yhi:h ļese a had long since beįtowed upon the early
adventurers ofBritish krdia. Fortrmately for the dazzle ofkrdią not
so far from any district oficer's bungalow there was sure to be a
Nltive Sate, where Joining Time did not apply, and the public
school code vas not so scruprrlously enfored. ĪVhen they įr 

"aofBritish krdia then theywere not merely blowing a trumpet. krdia
was all red on the map, but redder in sāme pr.tš th- oĻers, fo,
embedded in the whole were more than 6oo Native Sates in vhose
territories the British did not direcdy govern. India and British
India meant two different things. In British Īrrdia the Qgeen s rule
yas di.".t p th9 point of starkness. In the Native.Sates-generally
those which had submitted peacefully to the Raj, instead offightinģ
back_the British had tried their first eĮPeriments in indirect rule.

The Sates varied in size from villages to nations. They contained
7 million inhabitants altogethe about a quarrcr of the wholą
and by the nature'ofBritish history in India oģ a fen, insignificant
Sates possessed an outlet to the sea. The Raj fenced them in.
ostensiĘ they were independent Powers, really they were PuPPets,
whose rulers would .be rash indeed to disregard ttr.e wishįs įi tt'.
Raj, and in whoše capial there lived a Britisį Resident or Adviser,
in a palace of his own, as a reminder of the power behind the throne.
This was described as being governed 'with the heĻ, and under
the advice, of a British poĮitical officer'r. and it was said that vhile
some of the Sates were almost completģ indģndent,.others
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re'ulĪe rnore assistane or sfticter control'. Īt was largely thepresenae of these orincelyfeudatories, ,rst 
"nd 

rich like Mvsoreand Hyderabad, Ą* *a agį"ijil;ffiĻT*ääJj,"
India still 'o" oith. s prise ria įĖ"Į"* of the Moguls, withtĘcaparisoned elephanÄ 

"-a *"i.';.*.u"a audience chamĻrs.The authoritv of each Prine, ĮĻ"'torą;į;il;;Ļ,
treaties with the suzerain ilįĮÄiĮr,* ii" 

"*rļĮ;;; -ychief misgoverns hisĮrcoPle; ." rtĮ,-*ä if needful, removes theoPPĪessor; pĪotects the;i,eak; and firrnly imposes p.rįį_.*. ,rr.The treaties varied from State to State. MĻsore, which was advancedenough to have a kind of|a1liamen.;;oĮ*.mprįi";""_irär-
fo*'ity with tļre'dlr of the ;."?i" alĮimportant mafters,.Irsser Sates, nearlv all m.di.,r"l ,oto.r".iļ, ro*irr,"į;į ;;'spelt out in ftssi'er a.a;r. ir,ĮįĮ"Jiää., for exarnPle, ernptovBritish.:*j.o: *i.ho1t the .;.d;;iĻ .itrt cĮr.*-Ļt,andRritishapplicantsfor job'*;r;;"f;rrr.räär"]"'" Į.Ļtendencies' Governesses r..^pra*ryīĮ*.Ļrrd; ;;;;,*Įil;P
PI1 by th9 Raj, Ą rT or*. 

'ļ.;;;' 

an imperial groomingot young princes. often this was Ätoni'hirgly 
'""ė'šful."M;Jd.dby nannies, tutors, advisers, *" .-äpiļ of visiting officials andperhaps the schooling of Eton *j o-?.ą many of .the princes

r:me .quasi-nŅqh;eļ,į.-įi"*ä;ģri'r,Į'Į"äĮ,#iädto en one.ntal poļish. si : *rgoifi"o,t hĮght ning.ī-riJ;;o
träi ä:ffi:fi j;*t**įm *:thxrt*: |i'Roper r.*,u;āgą 5.cr.r.ļ*," Ļ*pir.a ,Tbe Goļdn Bookof IndiaA GenealosicalĘjys**räii..i"1,1,y 

of the RulingPrines, chiefs, NoĒles *a o.rr"1Ė...*Ä Tided or Deoorated,of the Indian B*"i*'p-brbly däJä% take ranP, Tbe Tines
:"iį Ę th""c"gniz.d ī*rĮ' ļ7fi;^;in tįre Sates appealedto the Indians, too. The 

"aÄi"i't ",ior, 
*o g.rro"tly shaky, andpersonal liberties could be plecariousr_į* Ļ.* was a steadti flowof imrnigrants out of ritiļh L,dįlil;h;N;;;;ä:ä:

escaping to easier *ļ-rr't .., uoi.*įjust pining for colour,
"T.ay and a littĖinconsequence.

Iet us' too, excuse o,.į,,o for a moment from the order ofBritish India, and slip across .r,"āį"įĮĮ one of the most cele-
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brated and colourful ofthe States, Jaipur--generally qp.ltJ":rp*
in those days, and Ļing almost ln tt'. heārt of ,į.Ä.rn"rrair,
among the rocks and flaming sands of RajPutenį The Maharajah
ofJaipur possessed an estate of some ĪJro@ square miles, with Ą
million tenants, and he governed it according to the most ārshinā
traditions of his Rajput forebears, descended from the Ņc heroes Jf
medieval Īrrdia. The Muslim coniĮuerors of India haįnever beerr
able to suMue the flare of these Hindu princes, and rhe British Raj
had scarcely toned them down.

The capital, JriP itseĘ had been planned by an eighteenth-
century Maharajah of astronomical interests, Jai Singh, and it was
laid out.with'noble precision, and plastered throughout in a soft
pink. TĻe centre of the city was occupied by the qprawl of the palace,
with sh-aded gardens arid terraced arcades, trees full of monkeys, a
rnarble audience chamber and a majestic series ofstables : the Mahara-
jah kept rather more than a thousand horses, each with its personal
groom_{ne eminent horse had four grooms. Behind thė palace
stood a famous Hindu temple, in Ėont wasJai Singh's ohervatory,
a field ofstrenge quadrants, pits and towers. Īmmensely wide streets
intersected tĮris capital, and along them the PeoPle streamed in
pelpetual pageantry-a cavalier citizenry; swathed about in scarlet
and turbans, the men tall and handsome in a predatory style, the
wo.men sliur and scrawny, jengling from head to anklewith bangles,
amulcts, bracelets, necklaces and gold chains, so that every move-
ment Īras an orchestration, and one heard their approach in rhyrhmic
clankings round the corner. Sometimes a gold-hung eĘhant
tnrndled by, its liveried mahout high above the street crowds, and
sometimes a gręat noblernan passed in a palanquin, with a aain of
servants at the trot behind. Beyond the city walls lay the ancient
capltal ofAmber, with a deserted palace on one hill and the Mahara-
jah's army poir.d in their barracks on another: all around stretched
the desertsįfRajputana, camel trains lŅng to*rrd, the city gates,
and fluttering knots ofpeasants hastening to market.

No city in Asia could be much more Asiąn, and it was often a
relief to take the train to Jaipur, when the symmetry and recritude
of British India seemcd more than usually lowering, or one really
could not stand another evening of bridge with the Thompions
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gf Rcvau9 Sur,ey. But it'Īras an illusion.,Implanted deep in the
heart ofJaipur was the.authority of the Raj. D.Ļr""*od.:"Pį;:
TG", the British had beerr the real po*.iirrJriP* ror-oĮ'.tĻ
sixty years- The British Resident lived in a-sribstantial .*rl*
conveni- endy close to the Rustom Famiiy Hotel, and it *r. ao hi,
gffi* **.o.* appĮied forpermission to t av"t a oį *e s*į, Į.;
its antiquities, or do busi ess with its merchanrs. rc *oJi;r*.
passes to view the Maharajah's stables (the English trainer there
lrģ ".f-y.e, beerr appointed with his aįroval)."H. *oura Ļ*į
rntro<luctįons to notables ofJaipur. Ifone wished to visit.A.mber, tĒe
Resident woulģ 'as a rule, kindly ask the State to send an .t"ģ*.
to meet the travelle/

Proconsuk

The handfirl of Englishmen living in Jriprr.hģ under the
plroryge of the Maharajah, teft a cĒaracteristic mark opor, ĻpĘe. 'Įhe Maharajah gave the ordet', said Kipling 

"i,l,Į 
r"".Ļ

ļ1:.pĘ"'"r" gardens,'and Yakub Sahib made tįe gĻden,-rakub
9 l Firg_a ĶJacob, of a well-known Anglo-Inäi* o*. įĮo
En-gļshmen had buiļt thevast and auffirl museurn, named. the Albert
Hall and surrounded by oT3menal gardens, and an n"įri'r,-""
13 it. Englishmen managed the Sate iril*ay', manned.thĮ electric
light plant, trained the Maharajah's forces, *ā in .h.;;;;i;Ļ
P.bļi. gardens stood a large statue of Lord Mayo, Vicero-y of India
in t}re r86os. Eveļļ if the visitor missed dl tĻeį. intimad;;;f
power, had no need of the Resident and evaded the ebert rrdi,
e-ven so he could not ignore the hovering omnipotence of the Rai:
9-.-Ņąh Ņ "-.ry ļ*g. above the aol""r ip*"l," 

'l"gi.-*"iawELcoME had been painted in white Ėto' on 
" 

hillr"to corn-
memorate e recent visit to this protected Nadve sate by klward
Prince of Wales, heir to the eueen-Empress.l

P.roqnsuk

8
TheViceroy knew that his was a unique imperial tmst. Evenin rgg7,
one_susPects, įe Briti9h might have abandoned most ofthe Empire
with reasonabje sang-froid. India was a seParāte cāse. Īt seemed to the
British that their greatness, their wealth, even their very character
depended upon the possession of this distant prodigy. Īndia was the
justification gfEmpire by force-the irnposition of standards upon a
weaker people, for their own good as well as Briain,s. "fhe true
fulcnrrn ofAsiatic dominion', Curzon had written in 1894, 'seems to
me increasingly to lie in Hindustan' : the secret of the rnastery of the
world.was, 'if they only knew it, in the possession of the British
Peopļpi. Since thelndian Mutinylndia had seemģ too, apeculiaģ
royal sort of dominion. Victoria once noted in her diąry, before thl
end ofthe East India Company, 'a universaļ feeting that India should
belongto tru'. The British agreed with the poet William Watson, thar
England ould never be tļre same witlrout India, that brightness in
her star . eyes, that splendour on her consteĮlated brorilr.

India was certainly a valuable piece ofproperŅ, and mostly selĒ
sustaining, for the cost of gorrerning and defending itwas borne out
of Indian taxes, and even the Indian Army, constantly tĮough it
served in imperial cĮuses elsewhere, cost tįre British scarcely a

PeĪļny. The British had sunk a lot of,money in India-more than
dzTo million, or a fifth of their entire oyerseas inyestrnent-and
Ī9 Per cent of their exPorts went there. Īn the more liberal years of
the century the British had often looked askane ar the authoritarian
rule exerted on their behalfin India. 

(Public 
opinion does not know

what to make of it' S*Ly had written, 'buf looks with blank in-
dignation arrd despair uPon a Government which seems utteģ un-
English, which is bureaucratic and in the hands of a ruling race,
which rests mainly on military force'which raises its Īevenues, not

i" th" Ewopean fasĮion, but by monopolies of salt and'Ņum and
by taking the place ofa universal landlord, and in a hundred other
ways de1nrts from the traditions of England.' But political vaļues
\reĪe coįĮrser now, India did not much disturb the public conscience
at home, and the Viceroy was seldom plagued by radical questions
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- - 1 JdPolrl now tfie capial ofthe Indian province called Rajasthan, thoughits
Y':L::ļ_i'_$l :ļ'"la powerlirl. TĖĮ *" f.* rignr'th;. i,į;;r_fi;įalĘiarrce to theBritish, b.yį"ā *" arĻiį-rraīr"a .l
Pļ"Įorg Ę ..9 in the best hotel (itself one of the M
rernaps, rn a place ol-such fiery character. the suzerai.

nce to theBritish, beybnd the Albert Hatl and th8phor.*"rįļĮrĮär.]
g Pnnce9 r the best hotel (itself one of the Maliarajah5s irop.r,įies).

flimry than if seemed in"r897. r
the State earlier in the century
ļļļļļ y įļlįĮļ ļE seeme., ļn"Ī 97. When Bishop Heber the hymn_writer visited

:l;'i'äįTi*Ji"'Į:gĮx.Ī:,ĻT.a*il: jff j#Jį^:*jĮ*TH*

:l11i-PļI1l'rlf :ry-*l*cter,the-s_uzeĪaintyorĮh.näf ;į;;;;
man ļt.seefied ļn"Ī897. When Bishop Heber thė hymn_wdter visited

consļstng ol_two horses and an eĘhant. the.lĖphant *ļ. .o "iā"įl*ā,:5r:::ļ9 99 
near it, and.of theīorse' ;;;;;Į.;il;; äĮälf.

ll:*:::l'*1f;.y.:|rg:,rth.sr,,e,.ioįoifi ;įäiffi ;;1;

othcr āt least rirty years old.

?74

s properĮies).



ProcowuĮs

in the House of Comrnons, or .worse still radical parliamentarians

3':-T*9:1.;.T:3:*a1rytjc.glinionnowäverwh.l*,"ģi;
::pr'i*:Iolute British ruhĻ krdia: ,t.r" *..ą,ęį,,ilĮa?Į
In*y wgrth {4ow an acre, and onediļ;}ry;:,T;
loose with such stakes.

rrot9cttpth9Indian lso, ird.ud, *ä, or. of the prime pur-
rysę1o|rriti-sh.foreign policy. British Govemments were no longer

111: Iil ther represenrarives in Lrdia would break away fr m
Wtutehaļl's control altogether, to set uP some astonishins Ī;ubįic
of their o1n,Jhey werą thouģ, always ,fr.id , ;*;;fr";-i;;.
might grab the country, o..oī it offfrom t"rd*. L";Jiį;*į;Ļ
once declared that British fo*ign poįicy *"' .š.;;;il;;i;Į;
pĮcr,jmainly guided by consiĮeätions of whai;;ilf"r;;hdT Empire'. c.rr"i"ly rhe crearion of the new Empire in af.i"u
was largely impelled by anxiety over the routes to Īndia. The milįtary planners in Simla were įrpetuallyobro.J;.h ,il;:.Ļ
of tlris immense dominion, * tliory *r.a ,ra-įil.d;-*d-;,
particular vith the menace trr.y ĮopįĮ.a to come from the
Russians along their nortļern tontiers.'

Much of victorian imperial history had depended upon the fear
of Russian intentions_it-was Russia, you *ill..rn * o,-,h;;;Ļ
music-hall audiences had in mind wįįn th
song. The mostvuloerable frontiet poin, 

"f;Ll$:: ffi"ffiļ*i:
co-rner 9f krdią in th9 gg'ed country 

"ro*J AJģi-til:
Alexandet's gateway to India.-It *as a do,lble anxiety.;.,fĻh";;;"n
:.:.Į Š', very unreliable neighbour, and the Ėootio"".o *",habrted y lawless M_uslim tribes owing no very definitealleeiįce
to anybody, and making it exceedingly am""riāįāblįilTfi*,
line ofddence. This was-tf.: 

":, "ftheCreat 
Game. Behind it,or so įe British supposed, the RuĮsians *.r. įo*il.;;;i;

eįįst aĪrd south, absorbing one after the other the Khan's of centrJlAsią.and prepring theĻcirclement orrrair. Thev were J;;
_Dtļlļomg a r lway -across Siberia to the Far EasĻ and rumorį
had th 

Tlrāi_buildįng in rurkesoį ,*,Įā ,Ä*r';annexatio of Tibet-whoį southern ĖonĮ.., th*r.d^.=[yĮ?;
alonģ the sumnrits of the ,*i"* ;'rĻr'y;.hl-'.tgĖ;
Simla. Twie Britain and Russia had ;il, *;;" į;:lrff;
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the Stationery office had gone so far as to print documents decĮaring
a state ofwar. Twice the British had launched canrpaigns against thĮ
AĘhans to secure the gap. Ręeated scares and criJes Ēept the north-
west always in theirminds, and rumours ofRussian mayhem among
the tribes percolated constanģ through Simla.

The search for a'scientific frontiet' was endless. kr the east the
British had now taken,all Burma, and would perhaps have moved
into Siam, too, if it were nor for the French in Indo-China. In the
west they had wavered between sanding firm on the line of the
Indus, well within India proper, or pursuing a'forward polict' and
posting their troops as close to the Russians as possible. Sometimes
they had thought the actual.possession of AĘhanisan necessery.
Sometimes they had setded for a poliry that would merģ keep the
Russians out ofKabģ too. They alternately occupied and withdrew
from several rerĪrote ouq)osts in the Hindu Kush: and the legend of
British arms in India, fostered so brilliantly by Kipling, was born out
ofthe rocks and wadis ofthe north-west, wher.tĖ.saĻgetribesmen
lay in ambush behind,the next rock, the Afghans brooded behind the
dh, and behind all stood the R ssians

Since 1893 thekrdo-Ęhan frontier had been demarcated, and the
British were building up Afghanistan as a buffer Sate, with gifu of
ar,ms and money. At the same time chey were trying for the firšt time
toeuMue the tribes who lived in semi-independence on the hdian
side of tįre line. Roads were builE boundary Posts set uP, forts estaĻ
lished throughout the territories of the Afridis, the Mahsuds, tihe
Waziris, the people ofswaq Gilgit and Chirral. One content with
controlling the plains at the foot of the mountains, the British nov
intended to hold the heads ofall the passes, eĪ}d since 1895 ChĪitral,
frr to the north in the Hindu Kush, had been perrrranenģ garrisoned.

All this offered many excitements to the British-Anglo.Indians
were often accused offostering Russophobia at home, in order to keqr
the Great Garre alive. The tribcspeople, thougĻ d*ply .o.rrtā
the new interference. A hoĮy man known to the British as the Mad
Fakir, and described by Winston'Churchill as 'a priest of great age
and ofpeculiar holiness', traveled around inciting them to rebellion.
He was helped by the news just reaching those distant provine of
M"r.li* uiumphs elsewhere in the world: the Sultan ofTurkey had
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proclaimed himself caĻĻ the Turks had <lefeated the ChristianGreeks in rvar, the Britiįh themselves il h;;i.; Jililä"
against the Mahdi. There were wild stories ofi-į;J;;Ä_,il;
Suez C,anal was said. 

ļ""_. been seized by the į*r.' *āīāĮ.a.
Russia_and the Mullah claimed that the pri*nrĮ"rJ;;;b.
hurt by British bullets, and used to:ļurĻ 9y ,nush buļļetsr nd used to diŅay a mild bruise on his ownl9s.y'hich he said was the only resul, oi, äķ* hit from , ,r r.,r",]

Īnents were alreaģ o1 their.way' punitive . "diJ;;_;;;"--mon, dark rumoĮļrs of Russian 
-conspiracy 

or^interventi"" d;;;
freely down to Simla. :

, There was a man living in the town ca,ed- A. N. Jacob, a curiosityd"rL., a mesmerist 
.a1d 

ā conjurer. He had ;įį t, iĮĮ..,but had been ruined b-y an aĮtion he brouģt rgri*t;;iuzr*
of Hyderabad, who had-refused to pay for JA*ri"ra ,*.t, l.*had sold him. As a result he was #Ė".d il"lļ *Jrrä*^ļį.*.,
the source ofhis wealth, and was reduce{ ,", *J*į įĮrļ*Ļ,r,
s" Ąrstg!{ians, ļiving i. įīļįĮ. pĻry furnishėd v:ith pieces

' l". F._Brighton l-ayi ān(the NizÄ h"ā b. ī;Įil.rä"ä ,r,.British Government).r Ja9ob was a mysteriou, Ä*, i**ĻįĻa
by.t<ipli"g.as Lurgan.š"tiu n Ki?ĄĻ, rriį il ;ffi äpir,eerily closed and diLated,1ris genius foi di'gri*, hi. ...*į.ry r,iįrg"ensļi;h,,.his unexplaiŅ coitacts *ith PĻ.. tou'.ää under-woflo' fus cįļrro shop cluttered with devil-masks, Buddhas: pĪa}er-wheels, samovįĮrs, Persia;r 

.Y"t .r"g'- *a qP.*"_i;;'5irrpt .
TŅ: naturally assumed this quĮr"figure to tu r.rgr.r.,,' *the British, no less baffed, plro.d himĻ 

" 
*"gāį_ji'ilr'r.lį

evident: Russian,spy.z

9
It was a bad-rear Īndia, and theJubilee celebrations in Sirrrla weresadly muted-''In Calcutta, the viceroy's.other h"-" .h";;; Ļr somc of them may'now be seen in the victoria Memoriar Museunr at

2 The wide exoeriene 
9f the Indian security services in dealing with the

#m$}:."m:lįįį'iā*Į**r",lrä ääĮ".ar,,.į;;;;;i;ä;"g.
"ffi** ";Ė;;ä?h:ļ:ä'iifi,Įffo"#Ī]'* 

many fonrrer r"aāä įriĻ
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shell. Serious trouble was breĻirg." ,r'. *įĮ;;Ļ;h;jffi:
a dircct hit from a rz pound

Proconsuh

a tcrrible earthquake, causing many deaths, and. so wcakening the
structįrres 9fthe city that they dared not fire aJubilee saluģnor
even thunde_r out-a hymn on the C.athedral *g*.In Bombay *.o
vas pJague.In orissa therewās famine. ThefroĪrtierwas aflaÄewith
tribal violence. India hadjust abandoned thesilver standard, and ;;;
in economic difficulty.-Ą Berrqal and in Bombay there wrs political 

-

troyble, remote enough from the Abode of the įittle Tin Gods, but
serious enough to disturb the more far+ighted of the seers. There
Īras nor much air offestivity in simla thatJune; only a few parades,
church services and processions ofnotablės markjth. *Ļio, oi
Ņl*gd perĘs a few of the memsahibs quoted to each other,
with indulgent giggles, Targo Mindien,s DiamondJubilee Rhyme,

4r1et falr vnus, m2 dream in kaat2;ĻŅgmce! fortb
fron Fatbn Tinės l;quid s;hn sea,

In oil t dazzĮing Ņndourr ri'tb tI! nagic nanĮ fron
Iane, it is the h rcs-Quen lr;'tor;į'bar-į'JuÜiĮa.

Lord Elgin, the Viceroy, was frankly bored. He had never much
want{-.to be Viceroy, and in this he was not alone, for oddlyenouģ
eager Viceroys were hard to find. The significance ofthe omo *Ļ
aļmost beyond ambition. The Viceroy ār rndi" had few peers in
Asia. The Tsar of Russia, the Emperor of China *... ,o.Ļly hi,
superiors, the Shah of Persia and tļre King of Siam t od.a.fully in
his Presence, the Amir of AģĮanistan anā the King of Nepal were
frankly at his mercyl the Dalai Lama wouļd be weĮ advisä to re-
spect his wishes and the'King of Burma was actually his prisoner.l
He occupM the throne ofAkhbar and AurangzeĘ he stood in the
c9nguerĘq line ofAlexander, and he was offiāaily said to reign'hke
a king in Hg-o*" right. Yet it was a kind ofexile ior an En$išhman.
The most able men generally preferred to pursue gr."tn"rJrt home,
lifp in gentler palaes in greener fields, and few Viceroys had been
of the very first rank, aŠ stetesmen or even as administrators.
. For all that PomP, all that sub ervient resPect, the,State baļls

rHe had been since r885r.when King Thebaw, his two queens and his
mother'in-law were taken įāson.r at tlie end or *. ttirJ Äįī"- rr.Į
war, and sent to live at Ratnagiri, an old Portuguese fort on thä *ot āįį
of India- The more forceful orĪš vives, a bl&thirsty .woĪtlaį ;''.d .h.
Supayalat, was knovn to the British soldiery as Soupfläte.
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a1įthe body-guards and the obsequies ofprinces_it was all a kįnd
of charade. The Viceroy-yas o"ly a ...nįory Civil Servan,, oi .
6ve-year term, and would 1"'.ntly goĻorrĖ again. The J* orBritish India vere inescapable, -d .Į""t. \Mhen', vi."rnvĮri]"a
:lļttola:sume 

his dignities he was entitled to a grant orr:is*, įo
P":. ry' avel expenses and equipment. ĪrhĻ he re irned to
England at the.end ofhis service he was allowed 

" 
.lrlp oith. Īrrį;

Marine as far as Suez, the limit of his Power: but änce tt"rą į.
and his Vicereine were all on their oo*, Ļ,rH .l.i*;;;;;;;
aPPĮļrtenances, and must seek the heĻ of Thomas Coor<'rs fo. th;i.
onward travel, pŅng their own fares.

CHAPTER FIFTEEN

ob, I'ne sen a Įot of girk, m1 boy, and drunk a Įot of ben,
Anį l2pe met pitb sone of both, m1 bo s, as left mc miģt1 qucer,

But for beer to hnck 1u sidmEs nd girk to nake ya siģ,
Tou mast cnn? 4t I-az1 HarŅs on tbe road to Gandagai.

Wc camyed at Ī'az1 Hnry|s on tbe road to Gundagai,
Tbe road to Gndagai! Fioe mihs fron Gandagai!
Tes, me canped at Lazy Hmrf s on tbe road to Gandagai.

Australian Bush Song

Consolations
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