
The Sentįment of Fnt he
three-masted Ņ erc Sntban ton arrived in Durban Bay, and the
Republic was doorred. ĪIithin a fevyvars Naul wa' ,.; ' .h;;;.
t*hģ Įitsh of British cobnģ officially defi".į;į;;
whence theblessin gs ofcivilization and Ch;seĻity may u" ainr.J,
and tlre most visionary *f r.ul"g_of the.il.rs, į".nirĮ-*.i.q*,'Td BibIeE had trekked ļti[ a.Įh.. into th.'intuo.Ļįįį
9'hig Drakensbe_rg-, across tlreYaal, deep into *. ."*iį".y.i.r'ļ
Maabele, to establish high 

91 that bitter pla.*r.r,. nįi . J
the Transvaal-so fu away this timer ln.ount y,o qprrJ;J*_
e11cing,-so innocerrt ofadvantages, that eve' *į rĻa .i".t
o_f .h" British, it seerned,-wodJnot again disturb ,Ė, tt; 'Įrthe burghers.

/Z:Z,a ?n)s r'4./^/rĻ 4rr. 4Ą {

CHAPTER FOUR

Roots rnto their Soil

/-\N the dirt road west of Mirzapur on the Ganges, perhaps 7oo
\y'miles from Calcutta, ilrere stood the temple of the goddess
Kali at Bindhachal. It was a tumultuous and exotic shrine, especially
at the end of the rainy season, when supplicants came from alļ over
India to prŅtiate the goddess. The air was aromatic then with in-
cense and blossom, dust swirled about the temple walls, the tracks
were crowded with bullod<-carts, wandering cows, beggars and
barefootpilgrims. Nighg and day goats were sacrificed, their blood
qpilling down the temple Šteps, and sometimes one heard the shrieks
of devotees, tranced in ecstasy or bloody themselves with flagel-
lation, invoking the blessings of the divinity-Kali the terrible,
Kali-the blood-ggddess, consort of Shiva the destroyer, neked,
black and furious, with her sword, her noose, and her bludgeon
stuc.k all about vith human skulls-Kaļi the dark one, with the pro_
tnrding tonguę and the bloodshot eyes, haunter of the burning
ground, in whose heartdeath and terror festered.

This was the hģ place of the Thugs, the herediary fraternity of
stranglers, who had for hundreds ofyears terrorized the travellers of
India. Their secret society had branc.,hes and adherents from the
Īndus to Bengal, and they had their own hierarchy, rituals and tra-
ditions, and believed that when they strangled stĪangers on the roģ
they were suangling in Kali's cause_for Kali herqelĘ when she had
strangled the demon Rukt Bij-dana in the dawn of tĮre vorlģ had
created two men from the sweat of her brow, and ordered them to
strangle, and their posterity afĮer them, all men who were not their
kindreį

Thuggee *joy.d the secret protection of rajas and rich men,
Muslim as well as Hindu, besides the terrified complicity of the

7Ī.
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peasantry.It was an ancient secret oflndia-the mutilated_corpse at
the bottom of the well, the silent stranger at the d*Ļ .į,e įiex_
P.laįnd s9bsidy, the whiqper at the.crosslroads. at inatraaJuns
the priesthood of the orlt. There, once a year, ,h" ,*"įį;;;; į.
pay their dues to the priests ofKali, *ā to receive thäir sacred in_
stnrctions in retum:wlrere they should ope .rate in the following y ār,
what fees tļer should briog bacft to thĮ s'ĮrrinE *hrr ri*rfi'.h.y
*e_r. !9 Perform, ifth7.w9rc.9_"nj9y the prorcction rfth. godāĮĮ.
;for if ther-neglectcd th* obligei,Ļs, hämebss qPfit'_tĖyirĮt
becomą to linger without hope in the 

"*pvo*.To the British rulers in Inaą Īruggä had always seemed less
tlran wholesome. 'To.pull down xa ;Jterrrple 

"t 
Ii*a"*ī*a,:

h3ngher priests would no doubtbe ttre ushärwery 
"* chrį

tianļ wmte a c.onu'ibutor to the Caląrta LĮtna1t ėoottrin ,įgį.
But it was the 'ąst India C,ompany's traditional rįu"y i"-. Āįä-
feĪeĪ,ith h{il religious crrrtoms. A blind e,J,e was tumed, and the
t3"ļP and legends of Thuggee ioqPin d i" tt. sahibs Äa į.i,
wives litde more than a chill friįson, until in the rĘos thi*rr*''ä
impulse reached the Indian Empire too, and -or"d the BriĖ;h n;t.*.1Į to o1luer,"e+loit o, consort vith..their * iā-*'*, Įt
ecĪrļeļļy to Īetorrn them.

2
The- gentlenen of the go. kq e-om ny had not.originally in-
tended-to govern Indią but merely to,,"k .on"y *įre."rtrishev
veqetre9tiyely did throughout the eiįghteenth 

"Ļ.r.y, āy;.ļ
rrvi'ceĪrithJohn Company.often.oft=.ing to set a.* rp ro, rie
in the Shircs, seehim throuģh a con*leseit retirement 

"r_ 
aį"_Į,

o1even lay the foundations įfa sezincote. over the course "iā;tions merchant venturing led to .iįiary conquest .e 
""Ļ įraĖi9n{.ofmy &thet's,' 

",.ot Wilįiam Hi.tįry .hJd*rĻĻi;Ļ;;
to India as e @mpany cadet in r7@, 'p..r.n't d m. *ith a beautifui
cut:and_thnrSt steel swoģ desiring me to cut offa dozen rich fellows,
heads with it, and so retįļrn r r," b myself to B,ir."ĮIĻī. n*.
forts and lctories made way 6r pahcÄ *d bu;.k įlod" 

_th;

Company developed fiom a *ai"ģ agency to a C,overrr;.'į-,h;
72
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British presence moved inland from the F)rts to estabrish an as-
cendancy over the princes and maharajahsįf the interior.

ļ. l", the Compan; even with its new reqponsibilities, re_
mained a swashbud<ling, shovry, amoral kind ofservice. It bred
eccentrics and fla rboyants, like old Sir David Ochterlonyr.for
example, British Resident at the C-ourt of the King of Delhir'who
used to travel about tįre country,in a carriage and ur, huddled in
furs, shawls and wraps of goltl brocade, and āttended by platoons of
sPeārĪIren, tĪooPs of horsemen anģ so legend said, tĖrteen wives

ch o her own elephant. There were few Englishwomen in Ļdia
then, th9 sea passage,being so long and dangerāus, and the climate
so dreadful, so thatEnglishmen werc closer įo krdian life than their
successors were to be=-often with Indian mistresses, generally with
India'r friends,_and-cherishing little sense of raciJ or ,.iigio,r.
superiority.r They did:not wish to change the suĻcontinenį-it
yould have seemed a preposterous ambition. They treated the
native princes with reqpect and occasional affectionr-tolerated the
rcligions of the countr-y (they actually administered several thou-
sand Hindu templeįand did their plunderin5fiģtingand t 

"dingin a Ņrit of uncensorious give-and_take. Thry wer. for the mosĮ
Part natįįržįl conservetįves. Otte tĮtcy werc men of aesthetic serrsi-
bjligies 1oo, and reqponded sensually to all the gaudy seductions of

natural conservatives. Often thcy werc men of aesthetic sensi-

the land.

- Their jtfle was urbane. They drank tremendously and lived
luxuriously. Prints of,theperiod show the Governor-General bowl-
ingthr_ough his capial, Galcutrą in a hiģ_wheeled gilded barouctrą
yrth footrgrooms running beside and behind, a sātely oachman

Ņsh 9n his seat, and a dashing escort of cavalrymen ki*ing up tlre
dust behind. The Bengalis pause to qee him pass, with theii.water-
jugs upon their heads, br their burrdens laid upon the unpaved street.
An ox-wagon avaits his passing. An trndian sentry pi"s*t, ,.orr.
High overhead the kites soar, and perched along Įhā balustrade of
Goįernment House, mediativģ upon the lion and qphinxes ofits
triumphal entranaą the aģutant ctanes stand st tuesque against the
sun. An imprcŠsion of p:eą" but crrltivated ease is given by such a

r It had becn Jungled ou ofthem', to use a phrase ofEmily.Eden,s.
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scene. The Governo1ae 9raĻ though clearly immensģ grarrd,
does not seem crrt offĖom his zubjectsi therehĻons Ę looįr;. 

"_ic" like that betcreen Peasants anā gentry in .ont*rpoĻry B',dĻa,
each side knowing each others, faults, and making 

"uo*Äo.']

3
But just as in England social relationships began to shiĄ so in India
too, as the new century adĪ.anced, the nrtu'e of tįre British Raj
.ļra1Ņl lrr r-8r3 the Crcmpany's trade monopoly with India was
abolished, and for the firsctime English pubfrc äpinion began to
have some direct effect upon British-ädministration in rna.l.Jolrn
C-ompany' " s 19 longer selĖsufficient and alĻpowerful, ttre ritisr
Government held awatching brieį the Crown aįpointed a Governor-
General, and Parliament at fues rin*.. *", .ĖĖ Jil;į;.h"ilqr
of the Raj.

Now įhe vocabulary of the evangelicals, so familiar alreģ in
AĖica and the caribbean, found itrway into AngloĪndi* 

"į._mentaries too.'W'e read ofnatives awaiting redempĮon, ofChristi-
1 t/s "9 g be1on, of providential guidānce Ļa tĻ Suprerrre

?į:poTr: Įhe krdian territories were įlotted by provideice to
Great Briain, wtotė Charles Grant, the evangelicai 

"h"i.-* of tļre -

Company's Court of Directors, (not 
merely th"t *. might draw an

Š9 profi1 from .h:T, !"! that we *ight dįffirse inong their
ļnĘbigur1s, long s_unk in darkness, vice anį *i*ry, th. figīt anā
Ęnign influence ofthe 

5uth, įe blessings ofwellģr"t"a i*i"į
dhe improvements and comforts of acāve indusģ. , . ., J.*įļStephen wote of the 'barbarous and obscerre riĮes or r:tinaoo
zuperstition', and wilberforce declared the christian mission in
Īndia to be the greatest of all causes. 'Īet us *d."ro* to;k;
our rootš into their soilr? he wrote, (Ņ 

the gradual introduction and
establishment ofour oyn principles *d opirion.; ofour laws, inrti_
nrtions and mT*9.r; above Ą ā the sourct ofevery other imįrove-
ment, ofour religion, end consequ ntly ofour moralļ ., '

our orn: 2rinaįes ann inlns.Novr iįbecame axiomatic that thines
English were suPerior to things Indian"Britons no lonqer h"bit*ü;
went out to India in theį teens, fresh and receptiĮ, no*adryi
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ļ.r e9 91aļr wen1jn th9ir twenties, and they saw things differently.
Theold Īnģan ruling class, which had once workedįr fouģt Ļ
eguali_t1r'with the BritisĻ was reduced in their eyes to comi"cal or
a.rpidĻ inep9itude, or at most to glittering i-pot r.. (for the
English always loved a prince, even a heathen onģ. the eighĮeenth_
cenhrry sahibs had respected the Moghul culture, and viewed its
decline with a reverent melancholy: their successors mocked and
caricatured it_the last of the Moghul Emperors, Bahadur ShĄ
was left to rot within the walls of th" n ed rort at Delhi like a quainĮ
souvenir ofthe past.

Īllith the first steamers from Ēngland there arrived, too, a nqw.
generation ofEnglishwom.n, no lonģer a worldly, amorįd *į tol.r-
ant few, but ladies ofa more earnest kind, determined to keep their
menfolk healthy and orthodox in mind as in flesh. Nov a mari could
spend a 9*ity lifetime in Īndia, with municipal reqponsibilities per-
haps, and a prominent cįļstomary position in the evening parade
through the Maidarļ. Now tlrere arose a respectable anglĻkļdian
T -ļ-ty of administr.ators, merchants and planters, living with
ģeir _families Į genteel circumstances, and āecorously attānding
church on Sundays. The Company had hitherto forbidden the enl
tĪance of Christian missionariės to India: now, by Government
o.rĄ the ban was lifted, and godly apo.tl.r.*r.m.d tlrrough the
Īndian p ssessions. Bishop Heber l,i.ļ],lq the author cif Fror"Grrn-
Įand's Īc1 Mountainr' assumed the AngĮican seg of Calcuta, with
archdeaconries throughout British India (and one in New South
Īraleį.

The rnore enlightene{'the British in krdia became, the more
dread.ful Īrrdia looked. Īts ignorance! Īts savagery! Īts hideous cus-
toms of widow-burning, infanticide,..li o* ortortion! Its ludi-
crous learning and its nonsensical laws! Īt seemed that Godrs
mystęrious wa1.s had denied ttre Īndians, Perfectly intelligent tlrough
many ofthem were,, the benefits gfany true civilizetion of their own.

Roott it'lto Tbeir SoiĮ

The old habits ofeasy.going complicity, suiable
mercial cpncern. no longer seemed orooer to the
The old habits ofeasy-going complicity, suiable enough to a com-
mercial concern, no longer seemed proper to the BritisĒ of the Ra|.
W'as it not homlble to consider that in Calcuta, only thirry years
b.fo- the tsritish had celebrated the Treaty ofAmiens by parzding
with military bands to;the temple ofKali herself? Or that in Ceflon]

7S

of the Raj.



Tbc Smtittunt of h o
even at the end ofthe rg3os, they were still shamelessly appropriat-
ing to themselves the reveaues of the Temple or*. ioo'tr' ĮiięlĮĮ i
Now, thanks to the illumination of the..fo*r.a. d ,h;;y
vas clearcr: India must beAnelicized.

The historian Macaulay, Jho qp*t some y ārs in India, arsued
that this could best be achieved by h ilāi*dffiä'#dĻ
manner, and in the English l*g*gE for .th. literature oo* ffi.
in that language is of far g,ot". viue than all the lį"*,*.;,ilį
3oo years age was e:<tant in il 9: languages of the earrh put to-
qether'. others went further, and in thĻ ier,-founa *"'"įi-iį
sion, diligendy_tried to alter the nature ofĪndian lif.. Th. i*.;;
structĮļĪe oflndian society, which was based r*iaā--rrĮįä_
ti'ons ofcaste, reĮigion andiand-ownership, *.' ĖĻįiāiri.i.-*j*ä,
No.r di{ gl Fy to abolish the main Uoay ofrnji* *J#, ,"d;
or_legal, which was ine:<tricably enmeshed i, Ifi"ā";ā;;i-

li,eq They diģ hovrever, b"Hlļ. set out .o .,n .l'.įo.ioÄi-'t
9Ętive customs, however T::iq.ry ular or divindrilJ. ii;;
fortĖde human sacrifice and inĖnticide. They put däwn saneer e
practice of burning widours, and henceforthr'ii th.i. t ."ti., ilth
mdqlendent princes, insisted on its abolition as a crondition of theii
protection_ģough the qrstom w:ls.so funda:rrenat ," *. HmāĮ
moral order that its very Ī]ame mearrt, in the s*.roi., J;.;;;
virtuous'l And in a model calrrpaign Įf evangelical irp.rlįįi'*,
1ombining .high rnoral Ėrvour *i*,Įavrnea Ļg.ril;;;_irl"ii
they tumed their attention to that abomination ;?įt'dh;d'dĮ;
secret society of stranglers

Rooft into Their Soiļ.

4
Theiragent ofwrath was Capain \Įlilliam Sleeman, who had gone to
India in r8q9 as a cadet in thc C,ompany's Bengal Army. Hā was a
soldie/s son, and a figure Öf Cromwellian integrity_auburn-
h"iruģ blue-eyģ with a stubby farrner's face and 

"nnĮ 
higl, for.-

head. H9 qpoke Arabic, Persian and Urdu, he excelled at the āuģer
sports, he did not smoke and hardly drank, he read the ration:alist
philosŅers like Locke and ĒIobbes, and he stayed generally almf
from the womanizing and high jinks that characterized the lives of

^ 
'qS.on: gtr9up of pious Bengalis unsuccessfully appealed to the priw

Yunq lrndon agāinst its prohibition'-It lirrseĪeĮ ailrĪr:įv_ tn 'noļ

r ļnd.one 8r9up of pious Bengalis unsuccessfully appealed to the Priw
::i._T^if-qi,1 r:. its prohibition'-It lingereĮ enywrįy. ln z7,

;Īl*ffi,*f m:m:i"nj*:;*:į*:":-ģĖ#:ļj iP co1ndin P. . r_ritish judiāry'.,' .ĻäJrr"."#,t rilä;
Ņ..' and outlooĻ and Ęlonģto -oįnį aurr"d"rf, *j_Ļ-įä*d.:.*ĮT:gs verc 5ported *.i in tt rgaoį. rrr** '..j,r;ffi;;ĪesĮrent EtĮļl. In r97o a bus clnductor and his fatļet in a village 

"*. s"ha""'_
ri.:r.l9d to lrave sacrificed a te|}e?r-old boy to raliith. oi.n ā"to light, it wasto .ight, it was macabrelv said, vhcn vilĖgers felt giddy afte;; ;äfu?om distributed by the acÄsed 

"ft#;h įg the goddcss.

to the civil administration, and it was as a magistrate and districr
officer in central India that he first became interested in the ghastly
mystęry of the Thugs. Patiently and methodically he learnt all her could about the secl, and so horrified was he by hii discoveries that

, by the rSzos it had become his prime p*po'r" in life to destroy
Thuggee, in the practice as in the principle_not merģ to PĪevent
its murders and punish its practitioners, but to discredit its tenets

most young C.ompany officers. In his thirties, Sleeman was seconded

The Thugs worked in absolute secrecy according to strictly-
enforced rituals. They were highway murderers. Finding a likely
group of travellers upon the roaģ preferably oftheir own caste, they
would infiltrate thernselves into tįreir comPany with ingratiating
alkr join them on theį journey for a day or Ļo, and theniwhen thĮ
mo.ment seemed dp", th" place suiable and the omens auspicious,
fall upon their companions with,a weĻtried tedrnique of ,'oos._
worĻ knee and grapple, and strarrgle them Ėom behind with a sit-
ken noose. They cut the bodies about with ritual,gashes, buried
them or threw them do1rrn wells, burnt any belonģgs ofno value
and ran offwith the rest, sometimes aking with tĮrem also an es1leci-
ally attractive child or rwo. Not e trace, of Thug or travellerfwas
left upon the scene.

Bywestern criminal standards these were motiveless crimes. Äny
victims would do, and they simply disappeared without t .. oi

16

ly aler eati
the goddcss.

aPParent cause. If evidence of Thuggee ever qlme to liģt,
Indian peasants were far too frishtened to reveal ir and ;peasants were far too frightened to reveal it, and in

most
r the
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ordinary courrs of law Thugs were nearly always acquitted; for the
stranglers were migratory.and dl_knowin& might'ake ,į,.t į
y:ng9 arywh9ro and were the seryants ofKĮįi heiseĘ who lived on
blood. The Thugs were actirye all overĪndia betqreen No".*Ļ, *a
May, the travelling season, and were at their most murderor, į
BļoPrl and Bhilsa, r .central Īndia, where Sleeman estimated that
the odfs against a cirizen's safe passage in the months of Th;gg.e
were almost two to one. In r8rz īt wašreckoned that 4orooo Ėä.were killed-by tlre Thugs each year; in three monthļ ārrgä, Ėi.
gang murdered ro8 

-people; 
many individual praaitioners had

s_tr sled, during a lifetime in the gurlą a thousĻd victims with
theirovrn hands.

. The Thugs had their own hierarchy and forms ofinitiation, anį
*"x secret ĮanguaBfl- which, ļi e ttre Romany of the gypsieĮ,

enabled tlrem to_e1press hidden meanings in the pĻ..n.. oTr't rn_

F.lIo tholgh Hindustani in form, were irostly peculiar to
itselt and its meanings were sinister. BiJįļĮ ?urrurfor insäce, wās a

lhry st:;anglng:'fuoaĮoo was a victim bļį fo.dod but foĻJ to
be alive; lburak was the noise made by the picka:<e when dig*ins a
grave. The r mal was the yellow silk han&erchief, ti.d "räĻä,silver ru1re, with whicĻ the stranglers killed. The 2ok *"ļ į.
secret sign left by ole Thug for another. The gobba was the round
communaļ grave of Tļruggeer- in which the ctim co )ses were
packed around a central core ofearth, to prevent thejackals ..h"*-
ing them, orthe co1pses themselves, as SĖėman onceputiĻ.emittins
that effuvia which often leads to their discoveryr. '
. Thuggee was stricdy herediary. a boy-chiĪd was initiated stage
by stag; into the full horror orthį craftļs e scout first, then as a
gravedigger, then as assistant mur,derer, and finally, ii r,. įota
show the necessary attributes ofsteel and ferocity,Į 

" 
qor[fiJ

Ör strangĘ an aristocrat among Thugs. a uoy' nÄ. -*-der was an occasion for rejoicin& like irite oTpub.ģ or circum-
cision, and elaborate ceremonialiattended the sacred picJ<axe vhich
every thug gngcarrJ,d._husne,the holy emblem oftĖe craft, which
was a tooth Ėom themouth of Kaii,andwithoutwhichnostrangling
could be sanctified. After every murder the Thugs ,ror*"oĻitf
ate a morsel of consecrated sugarr_and this coarse įato* gr., th.y

.28
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believed, irrevocąbly alte1ed tlhem. .The goÜ . -. chaages our
natrrre. It would change the nature of a horsą lrt -y rĻ on .
us19 ofthdgaar and he will be a Thu5 though he know ru ,rr. *ā*
and have all the wealth in the world.t

The British had knovn about the Thugs for many years. As
early as rĘ3, John Fryer had reported the awful biavado of a
yorrng Thug who, tied up for hanģg .boasted, that though he were
not yet Fourteen Years ofÄ.ge, he had killed his fifteenĻen,. But
generally th9 British, like the indigenes, preferred nor to see, or at
least to convict : in ,r 827 v-hen ti'ree Thugs trrrned informer and four

ore.we1e9harŅ with murder, the ritish circuit judge not only

$rry:'d tļ: case, but sentenced the informers to five yĻs fn g'"-i fals9 evidence, their sentence to be preceded by five d"ys ģ"t
riding backwards on donkeys round an-d round the ciry ofpUl"t-
pore. It w s Īlot Įļntil r83o that a new Governor-General, the
reforrristWhig Īnrd WilĮiam BerrtinĄ appointed Sleeman suPeĪin-

1endeng !r the Suppres_sion ofThugs, gavė him fifty morrnted iĮegu-
lars and forry sepoy infan yrnen, and set him loose in an area t#ce
1 l*ge a9 pnĄdr--sc9tland arid Īrales put together to destroy what
Sleeman himself called'the most dreadful anā extraordinrry'.."..t
society in the histor,y ofthe human racd.

The evangelicel mission could be merciless itseĘ in the know-
ledge ofits rectitude, ąnd civil liberties got short shrift i Sleemanrs
Thug-hunt. He operated from headquarrers at Saugor, a drab and
airry tgyn set on a forbidding lake iį the heart of tlie Thug coun-
try. His campaign depended upon the use ofinformers_.ąppioversļ
as they were called then-convicted Thugs whose lives wįie spared
in return for information and heĻ in the āeld. The informer. įh.--
-.-._ļfu'r 

thoys|l they might not &., nēver regained their liberty_
'like tigers'r_it was said, 'their thirst for blood is never to Ļ ,P
peased'-and caqtured Thugs were removed from tiheordinarf pro-
cesses oflaw, and tried by a Special Commissioner. Those who į.*
To!*..d to seven years' imprisonment or more had branded upon
their bad<s and shoulders tįre words 'Convicted Thug, in the
vernacuļar-'a deviation from the Regulations fully wananted
bI *. qqme of Th.ug sįĻ which justly places thosĮ who prac-
tised it beyond the pale of social justice'. Later they were
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attooed with the single word "fhug: neatly on ttreir lover eye-
lids.

5
Sleeman worked with a relentless urgency. He had a Cause. įI
glory i" it' he 'w:note, tand ever shall do.' With a few assisants
fir,gd'by his zeal, Īrith his wild troop ofhorserren, turbannģ sashed
and sabred, relentlessly he tracked doum every clue and brain-
Īreshed every captive: and'ever at the stimrp of . . . the Thug-
hurting Englishman', he wrote, 

(went 
one or two apostate merrbers

of their own murdenrus guild'. Every thread of information was
passed to his headquarters at Saugor, until he had.built up a def
tailed intelligence file on everything to do Ī/ith the history, the
symbolismą the customš and the techniques ofThuggee, li"lad to
a ten_foot mąP more deailed than Īrrdia had ever-knourn.

In ones and twos at firsĻ later in scores, the Thugs were brought
c.hained and h*gdog into his courtyerģ to be registered, intetro-
gateą and lo&ed up in the gl*ory castellated prison whidr over_
looked the lake. They werą to judge by drawings of the time,
distinguishedJooking men, musaclrio'd morc oftąr than bear,dģ
wearing turbans, white sashed dhotis over panuloons, and sandals
with curled toes. Sometimes the relatives ofinnoent victims passed
by them in the )rarģ to identify orhumed corpses, or claiin the
possessions ofmurdered relatives. krside Sleeman?s offices, day after
day for years, the painsaking questioning and inteqpreation of
evidene proceeded. onc caught, a Thug susPect seldom Īenįrned
to the world: condemned upon the evidence of his ovrn comrades,
he very soon found himself brarrded on the bacļ< and ghoulders,
thrown into jail at SaugororJubbulpore, or summarily hangeĮ

Sleemän found Thugs everywhere. He winkled them out from
village and frorr castle. Some were senior officiaįs in the servicę of
Indian princes: one experienced strangler Īr/as qPottd drilling the
soldiers of the Ruler of Holkar in the courqard of His Highness's
palace. Some were the trusted servants ofEiiropeans: the riost im:
portant ofall Sleeman\ captives, the great Thug leader Feringheea
of Gvalior, tnd bcen an intelligence agent in the empĘ of sir

8o

Roots into Their SoiĮ

Oavid Ochrcrlonp Several Thugs had qpent half a tifeti e in the
service of the East India Company's armed forces, and one cauģt
Ļ Įeeman]s inegularrs was a well_trusted police informant on oĀer
rrarieties of crimą Sleerrran also hounded down the bankers and
patrons ofThuggc*_capialists ofmurde/, as he Ņendidly called
them-and by the end ofr833 the Speciat Commissioner vas able to
rePort to Bentinck that 'thc final extĻation of these enemies to
mankind cannot be far diqanĻ and will afford tįre noblest trophy to
adorn His lordshipls return to his native counŅ.

This was the first systematic attempr to deal with organized
crime in India_something quite n.* ii Indi* history. YĮt even
more effective than all t[e^forensic and administrative skill, so
characteristic ofthenew age, was the moral zeal behind it. The pover
ofsleeman's Cbristian conviction proved far stronger than tĮe power
of the Thugs' fraternal oath. Īnforrrrers were obtained in surprising
numbers, and once vithin the r rge of Sleeman's steady blue eyes,
not to speak ofthose fierce horsemen in the lines outside, they aft.a
fircely and fluendy-sometimes wen engaģgly.

'I am a Thug' ran the conĖssion of one eminent assassin,'my
läther and grandfather were Th gs, and I have Thugged with mani.
Iet the government emPloy me and Ī will do its work.' Each Thug-
hlnting llosse, with its attendant apostates ready for betrayal, was
a triumphant confinriatiou of Christian superidiity over the forces
of evil and ignorance. The Thugs themselves recognized this qpiri-
tual ascerrdancy. They had al_u,ays Ļlieved their own povers tā be
supematural. Theyworked to auguries andomens, and theywerein

'occult pafurership with their kin of the animal worlģ the tiger_
,'those who escaped the tigers fell into the hands of the Thugs',
reminisced a famous strarrgler ofouĄ 'and those who escaped the
Thugs were devoured by th. tigers . Yct even these arcane advan-
tages, ,it seemed, were not enouģ to withstand the ĘbaĮ ot auspice of
the British. It was so powerful, one Thug assured Sleeman, that
tbefore the sound of your drums sorcerers, witches and demons
take flighr How can Thuggee stand? The powerful patrons of
Thuggee, too, prudendy recognized this force: Dhunraj SeĄ for
instancą ą rich banker of ornrautee who had invested deeply in
Thug enteqprises, now direaed his funds into a secĮrrer field_the
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East India Company's monolnly of the opium trade with China. -- '

Sleeman was not suqprised. He was a true son ofhis times. Fasci-
r_raŅ thouģ he was bį the intricacies ofĪndian religion, he tnrsted
in tįre omnipotence ofwestern right and reason. Wb-have rrerbatim
records of his conversations witlr captured Thugs, and Ėom them

Y9 can hear him, muffied but still Ļa"atigrutJ 
".ro'' 

th. y.ars,
deliberately pitting his own convictions "ģ.t the supersti{įtions
oŅs captiyes-. Once or twice he seems to frlt r. onä persuasive
prisoner, who had admitted to 93Ī murders byhis own Ėand, tried
to convince Sleeman that the pleasures ofThuggee were merģ fin
., 

9-o:g!. 
dstinctly superiorto, the pleas*.iä'rbig_grrne hunting,

to w_hich Sleeman was himselfaddicted.'Foryou, saĒiį havebo. tļi"
instincts of the wild UeasE to overcome, *ir...r, the-Thug hr. to2

:"Mļ. the susprcions and fears ofintelligenr men and womeir, often
h9avilyaniydandguarded" . . . Canyāunotimagine thepleasure
of overcoming such protection during-days of tmiel in thäir com-
pany, tle-joy ofseeing suqpicion change to friendship, until that
worrderful moment arrives when the nnat ompleterthe skko-
tlris soft tamaĮ, which has ended the tife of hundreds? Remorse
sahib? NeverlJoy and elation, often !,

.. I" *f case, Thugs habitually insisted, they did hot kill irrespon-
sibļr, like co rmon murderers_4od was in effect the ,too'gl. ,
and God aļloved them the profits oftļreir trade. Mere thi."ing ;h"v
ģespised. 'A thief is a coniempt'ble b.irg, but a Thug_rij.' hiį
ļrgrs5wears his dagger-shows a frontl įhieving? NeĻer!Never!
If a banker's treasurā were before me, and entrrited ,o ,y 

"".įthough in hunger and dģg Ī would spurn to steal. But let , į*k i
F1on a įourney and I w9Ņd cerainly rnurder him., Thuggee was
hģwork.Godwasthekiller. . -

'Then !y whose killing,'asked Sleeman onceJ perhaps a little
3r;"-oTl ļave all the Įhugs who have been hanged 

"t 
säugo. *ā

Jubbulpore been killed?

Tbe Sentimnt of Empire
,we see that *::::,tr;:':;::", Devi has wi,hdrawn

her.protggtion on-accounl o! our transgressions. 'We have sadly
neglected her worship. God only knows how it will end.,

There was a nag ng sense of incpmpleteness to such an ex-
change. Sleeman had to work hard ro convince himself that his
methods were fair, however unimpeachable his cause, and once,
having lately learnt of the existenceofyet another Thug ganS 3oo
strong, he was plunged into selflmortification. 'What a ria"Uot"fritt -
ful picture of our rui,nea naflļĪe does this present! Three hundred
sons offallen Adam leaguing themselves toģether for the p pose of
nurdn|. Are we by natureln the sight očc.a better than they?
Certainlynot . . . weareall--evenyou, gentlereader-inthesight
of God as those 3oo Thugs. As it is written, there is none righteo:us,
nonotonelt

6
By r84r the cult had been virnrally exterminated.l Several trhousand
Thugs had been tried, hundreds had been h-guį many were
imprisoned or transported to the penal settlementJof the Andaman
Islands. The less terrible of them'were sent to a trade school within
the prison at Jubbulpore, where they leamt such useful crafrs as
ca1pet-making, cloth-weaving' carpentr}/ and brickJaģg. As the
assassins lost their lust for blood, Sleeman built ä walled village
near the jail, where their wiyes and families lived. Later still t e
prisoners moved in there too, and until late in the Victorian era

9urious Anglo-Īndians used to visit thern as they aged, to gain a
horrible thrill from their glimpses oYer the wall, and imaģe ail
thi terrors of noose, dismēmberment and buriat which haā given
the old reprobates such holy pleasure long before.

Älmost to the end the campaign had found its oPPonents among
the British themselves, for there were still men who believed such
practices as Thuggee to be the prerogative of the Indian condition,
and who doubted ifreformist zeal could properly be applied to such

r Though the office ofSuperintendent ofThuggee survived until r9o4, and
until the Ī94os at least the office of the Īntelligence Bureau at Simļa was
popularly known as Thagi Daftar-Thug Office.

8l

'Änd there is but one Godf
'One God above all Gods.,
'And if that one God above all Gods supports us Ī/e shall suc-ceed? {
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The Sentimnt of Ėn ire
a people. As sir Thorras Munro, one of the most celebrated of
Ärrglo-Indian administrators, had said long before:'I have no faith
in the modern doctrine oftheimprovemenĮ of the Ęindus, or ofany
other people._When Ī reaģ as Ī sometimes do, ofa meas"ouy *t i.Ļ
l Ęg: pmvince hįd been zuddcnly improvģ or a Ī:ļe Jr'*ri_
barbarians civilized.alrnost to Quak;Īi'dr I th-*.away the boolc.
Thuggee was an Indi-an tradition: what vas *orq i. *i, Āfi;;;
custoĪĻ and even Macaulay did not believe in trying to *.ri th"
Indians from their religions.

So Sleerrran Īras not withou,t his critics. Some were old-sc.hool
administrators who believed in the principle of non-interferenc*
;ao.notļind, ag it used to be saiģ .įave iothing done and let no_

Ęy do anything'. others were legalists whä objecred to hts
authoritaria methods. others again, esp..ia n itisĖ ąesidents ļt
the courts of indęendent lndiäį p.io*', thought he behaved un-
constitutionally. The Resident at Gwalior, for example, opposed the
Thug_hunters * lool"t9ly that Gvnlior became 

" 
it "gĻct*'y,*q f* -Ņ* e:rpeditions, so Slee an mainained] 

',r".rdÄcould retrrrn there with as much safety as ąn Englishrrran to hiJinn.
The Resident at Bharatpore Īras no less hostileihe was asonished
to learn, he wrote to the Governor eneral, that in the hunt for
Thugs the end justified rhe means, 'a doctrine which I had errone-
ously supposed to have beerr long since exploded aĮike from morals
andpoĮitics'.

. rĻ these *= 
"igh ""th-entury 

voices, arguing against the
times. Sleeman's campaign against the Thugs o"tĪy imua *.
9"*lop-g ethos ofEāpĻ "i* to its elemÄt of righteous nrth-
lessness. charles Grant'had expressed it perfectry. 'w'e cannot avoid.
recognizing in the PeoPle of rlindustan; r," mä written, .a race of
men lamentably degenerate and base; reaining but a feeble sense of
m9ral 

9b]i.getion; ye19bstin3te 
ļn their disregaid ofwhat they know

to be ri_gļr9 gorrerned by malerrolent and licerr-tious passions, sĻng
o<empĘing the effects produced on socieŲ by a great *i g.r.ä
comrptioa ofmąnneni N_o class ofHindu, čba.ty,Ļas *or.Ļg.n_
erate and base than ģ9 Ėaternity of Thugs, oi *r, go'"*jby
more malevolent and licerrtious passions; Įheir praaiĻ offendeä
against a universal moral law wfuch, thc ewngelical imperialists
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argued. stood aborre religious faiths, and which it was the first duty
ofEmpire to uphold.

7
As for Sleeman, he bore no grudge against the Thugs, remorselessly
though he had hunted them for so meny years. He riles a generoĮļs
soul, he ī es no prig or chauvinist, and his satisfaction appears to
have been PuĪe]y ideological. He had proved the ĘbaĮ ofvictoriars
E p-ir", and deepened its roots in krdia. On New yeat's Oay, i833,
hė set out on an official tour ofhis territories, carried in ä palanquin,
wearing his gold.faced tunię and his feathered cocked hat, pre_
ceded by an eleģant and escprted as usual by 

'ęPoy, 
and cavaĘ-

men. With him went his wife Arnelie, the dauģter of a Frenc-h
sugar-planter in Mauritius. Mrs Sleeman was far gone io p*gn*ry,
ąnd what with the jolting ofthe palanquin and the nightly exertions
of setting uP camP (for they travelled less sumptuouģ than the
Ed*r), on the sixth day out from Saugor she was seized with labour
pains.

They pitched carnp as soon es pogsible, in a grove of lime and
P.ęPĮl trees beside the wa.y, and there in the shade a boy was bom.
It was an apposite accmcbenunt. As Sleeman well knew, the grove
had been nqtorious for generations as a haunt of Thugs-a lĄ a
plae of strangulation. In that plaoe, over sevcral enturies, scores,
perhaps hundreds ofinnocents.had felt the Thug knee in the small
of the bacĻ the Thug breathing behind the head; and the soft siĻ
ken pull o-f the rumal around the neclą A Thug bĄ born in such a
murder-plae would be considered unclean, and would pass his
conamination down the family liner.but Sleerran knew better. He
'Īras e man of the imperial enlighrcnment, and he, his wife and the
baby boy all lived happily ever after.l

1or at least for another twenty years, until he died with Ämelie at his
side-: Major-General, British Resident at the C.ourt of Oudh, recommended
for a knighthood, of a heart attack offthe coast of Oeylon, on his way home
after forty_six years in India to the land ofjust and oļd renovn.

85



Zharyr7; ft"lr" ļ 6z,l tąr{

CHAPTER FM 
(

Laws of V/ar

F..or}j^f: .::1.1" tuel of 
"mp=r, googr,, and inevitablyļ- vrctona's was very soon at war. The firsq Victorian punitive

expe'dition was mounted in November, 1837 just 
'l* 

*on'iĒrįį..
the Queen's accession, and for the r.'. įr*ĮĮn*"yr,..āįrJJ*,
r::'j:iļ l.r"* w",:ilT and Trafalga. r,ra įn gJoi" J*
Įoe Power to Prevent any firrther global conflict for a century, birt
the Pax Britannica i""'6'r!,. PT::"fEmpire, was main,"i*ā onlybĪ incessant small campaig"','1t. gr*, p".Jri;-;f -;ä;,the good Īord Glenelg *Į" declared].r*įii*ir"Ļui"äi#i
:1rsal.obligation, and from them are dįduced *. rr* įi*rr. .".Whether we contend with a civilized o. ,.įĮĮ;;;;;..į.
gratuitous aggravation ofthe horrors of*r on the plea ofvengeance
or retribution, or on any similar grounds, aį.-įįļĖri'rurJ
l.-l,.oY:* EngĮishmėn would .r.rt in principle,]h ilÄ;
:y, 

*: nature of empire, Queen Victoria's *rr' did 
"oį a*"-į

ļacK-tnerr gratutous aggravations, and in the scale of the imperial
motives the philanthropic was'i."Ļ balanced į, .rr. rįĮĮ."''i
YT *T. naturally en9ugh to the ritish, ,ft., 'J;į;;d;;;;ofit, and empire offered th..n 

" 
more or Ė. p".p.*al battle-field.

2
There Īrele tĪro main_ imperial amries. The first was the British
ļ*r Forr, with its headquarters at the Horse Guards l" r"iaį".In r8l8 it was about roo,mo stror1g, divided ,Ė;ääi
regtments, eight cavaĻ r9gļments, tt'i.t .n lrfrnty įgl*?il 

"rfu hg eiģt regiments or-".tirr.ry and anlnapie t coms ofenoi_
neers. Rather more than half of,it-was .,orr,alį .ā.iį.ä Juäią
and therewere garrisons and crcntingrnr. *,*a**;į 

"b.
86

from Tasmania, where ģe Army guarded the convict setĖlements,
toJarnaica, where a force buried deep in the queer hill-country called
the CocŲt, high above Falmouth, kęt watch upon those reĖac_
tory abotiģals, the Maroons. As a social institution the Ärmy
had scarcģ changed since Marlborougtls day. Īts officers, many of
them rich men of fashion, bought their commissions stilĮ, and did
not generally find their duties onerous: training was minimal, and
tfie average officer had plenty oftime to qpend on field sports, horse-
breedinS or living it up in tourn. As for the rank and file, they re-
mained Wellingls rr scum ofthe earth, so astonishingly redeemable
by discipline and dangers shared. They enlisted for rwenty-one
years, and a large proportion of them were Īrish Catholics, supple-
mented by recruits from.all the simpler regions of Britain-the
Scottish Highlands, the Īllest Countr}Ļ mid.'Īfales-and by an
assoĪtment of riĒraff and pseudonymous rogues.

Professionally the Arniy had not much progressed since Water-
loo. Tactics were still based upon thesquare and the thin red line,
toi"ing was still a matter of rigid regulation inflexibly enforced.
Marksmanship was hit-and-miss: if a soldier hit the target once in
three or four attempts, he was considered a good shot. Parade orders
were still those of the eighteenth century-'The batalion will
change front by the wheel and countermarch of subdivisions round
th. į.ntre_člose up the supernumerary ranks-Riģt sub-
divisions right about iace, the *hol" right wheel--Qui&. Marcbl'
The grand bewhiskered sergeants of r8r5 were still theÄrmy's core
in 1839, and the soldiers went to war in the same long greatcoats,
thick scarlet uniforms, shakos and whited bandoliers.

The Army lived ritualistiolĻ. Flags, guns and traditions'were
holy to it, and loyaltyto one's regiment was the emotional keynote
of the service. \Mhen a soldier was sentencd to death he was paraded
blindfotded before his own regiment, made to kneel upon his own
coffin, and, while ttre band pl"yd the Dead March from Szzl, shot
there and then. An elephant who refused to pull a gun to one Indian
battle was formally court-martiallģ and sentenced to receive
twenty-five lashes of a chain administered by a fellow-elephant.l

r'Though the British never liked using elęhants in war_they sufu
from footsores, and their ear-drums were vulnerable to the crack ofrifle-fire.
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Tbe Sntimnt of F-n irc

Ęremony-and diqplay was immensely importarrt to the British
Ņ ry ethos, and this aste frr qphndour r,.s o.ri.a over to the
Empi.., and became an imperial technique too.

The other imperi"l *įy'was a ģ air..*t 6į gne th"
,*,*.T" Trury the Easg Lrdia Company:_John Company'_
had maintaineditsown arrred forces. By r-s39 thĖ"r-y"o"ariJ.a
into three Presidency fores, *t*d b, 

-Ä" 
three administrative

divisions ofBritish r,aą "n l, tuadĮs įa "-t y, āį-g."ä
co.mmanding the Berrgal4*y being normally the senior "Ē;;.fall. It was a forėe uniitle in de hllto,r}, ofAsia. Th9ugh *i'JĻ
P"'i}y tlre Company, itwas in effectļt the diqPosal oi*.į*il,
and tormed a mercenary anrry bigger by Ė, than the Qgeert s own
fores. Therc .r,ere a r"Į *gilä;#u.d.. ffi"čäJä

osdy from heland or among the drifters and 
"d"*n 

nęrį .h*;;.
a loose end in British krdia, bįt most ofthe other rarrks ;;Ir'&;,
9e 

or-tnGntr5rmen ofall raes anį religions, wearing unibrms that
looked nrore British than Asiatic, drillģito g'ie'}, .&įįį, gr"*d
in numbered ," *.o. in the British style: colourful įffiiįr
i*golr. horse, raised.on aĮrcrsonal o. fr.ily basis by l"dffi""l
British ofrcers-like the eĒbrated st ln""rļ Horsel į*ļ įįuĻ
TĮ", raised by the halfqsteJamo Skinner, and nrn ,' 

"t 
inā or

dub.
The commissioned offiers of this curious force were all BritisĻ

educated ,. F" c4mpany'-s own military academy 
". 

eaā'--į
in.Surrey, where thcy took e two_yeār -ur.. in iriliarv subiecį
Hindusuni, mathemātics and medhanio. rhĻ did oot'i;',h;
commissions (thouģ a boy could be nominated'for one by a $rrā;of the Comparry) and promotion 3s s3.eraĮr by meriĮ įilį*
ļro1 rars in Īrrdiaineviably took thėir tįil ; mrnyornco'detęriorateā
Ę6* their time, or succtrmbed to debauclr ri'a gl.*iy,;ā.rhį
glamour ofit all masked any flaws and deficienJes. B*Įi*,j"r-
Company's ļ*y was a forrridable machrne:+xPerienced-*-
fessional, and at some2Joro@men larger th* -y'fr.pon'r*,exęPt Russia's.

_.Th" tyo lmeerŅ ar:rries did not greatly care for one another.rreļr s_tyĘ vere difĖrenĻ and the Ļtrįts jarĪeį The Indian
armies had abolišhed flogģngin 1835; the British 

^*i 
n g.a
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99 readily that troops in the Queen's regiments were nidcnamed
'bloody-backs'. The British privare soldiei generally soldtered, faaa
ģ nfuux: the sepoy generally camefrom a miliarycaste, proud āfhis
herediary calling and much respected for it British Army officers
were often terrific swells, Īndian Anrry officers were mostly middle-
class career men. Contact between the armies, which frequ*tly
served si'de by side, was polite but not often enthusiastic: 

-Britiri,

Army officers did not much like working under the cornmand of
Company generals, and Company soldieis resented the facr that
many of the best local appoihtnrents, like that of Gin{, Bengat
Army, were reseryed for Queen's oficers.

But between thėm they were extremģ powerful, and t}re story
of Vict9r.ia'9 Empire, as iį unfolded d*i"g the next halĒcennrry,
weaved itself around their joint existence, and often followed their
trumPets. )
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Tbe Sentiment of F-n he

3

Ih. fu! big Vict9rian_ war ĪIas _precipiated by pouĻ Eden,s
brotļr9r G9o_rse. In the r83os most of'the riitish posĻr'iįiJ-įa Ļ
considered invulnerable. The Royal Navy maĻ th.o, ,o. ii"."
was a longlandfrooĖsr, itwas truģ uetwe.n canadaand theUnited
states, but ro million Americans with their minds on other things

1d.P then po1an1. serious threat to the sability 
"f 

.h;-ffi;į,
on the oontraryl the Royal Naly_vas their ovn firsį įine ofdefence,
and the 9dJ ,.rl guarantor of'their Monroe Doctrine As for the
scattered islands and re.moter settlements of the EmpĘ thry*Jr.
either so awful as to be scarcely worth covetin& or 

"cessibl'" 
oniybycourtesyoftheBritishfleet -'- -)'

* .Tļ" one exeption was IndĻ where during the past halfentury
British polrerhad been extending steadily toĻrras *. i""l, rr";.
the British must defend a-lanj Āonti.. z,mo miles l" . N" f";;-
seeable threat arose fiom the decadent chinese Empirc in-tt 

" "oi*-east 1 To the north-vest, howwer, stood Russiā] *hose- 
'*'g,hwas uncertain, whose intentions were always mysterious, *d *Įiose

empire t1asļ1had gĪoĪrn as fut as Briaiįrs. In **ry rrhJ.h.
most vulnerable corner of the British Empire was the tįp n ;-;
oflndią 3d there l"y th. h9me grounaįr*; ār*tį';;;hįį
was to share courts with the prst rn euestion for muctr of the
nineteenth errtury. At one time or another Turkey, Persią EenrDt
and the Balkans were all corrsidered by British .*Įģ* .Į Ė'.f,;
Key to lrrdią but the classic Great Game was playedĻ the moun-

1u1r.Ņngdom 
of AĘhanistan, and th.r".or" thĻ *ywį*".h"

Iriti:h reryatedly scented danger. Īmmediarcly to .h" noĻį' .Īiį *į
R*.T*. Empir-e lay, proĮinģ tovrards roį.hara *a rri"";-ir_
mediatģ to the south lay the British Ernpire, *h"* įd;;
extended,.thanks to a treaty with Ranjit Singh the Sikh, to Ā;ī;;
of the Īndus river.'Betweerr the two the Ęhan u'ģa"* Į-to.d
glowering and secretive, inhabited by ,o*.Įf ,n ,rirįt-*riįįį

*1-Yl lhe.fritisļ acquircd Hong Kong in r84r, indeed, i the course ofatrede Ī'er against the Chinesą one ctmmentator likened the new colony to
'a notch cut in China as a woodsmār, notches 

" ģ .o ma* it for feiį ;;convenientopportunity'. -- --_--_ē-'_
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peoples o Ė: fae of the earth, and veiled alyays in intrigue.
It was litde-knorrn to Europeans, except by disrepute. Its capītal,

Kabul, lry d..p within the m6unain' 
"tį,o- fe"t, closter.d āt thĮ

foot of a mediaeval citadeĻ the Bala Hissar, on a desolate gravel
plain:-, 6*y, :Y3'i* kind of city, riddled with xenophobīa and
conŅracy, and living it seemed always on its neĪyes. All around
were unmapped, bald and inhoqpirable highlands, pierced by narrow
ravines and deep river_bedp, traversed only by rough t 

"ā.s. 
Th.

kingdorn made its'livingbyplunderand agriorlture, fo. tl" Muslim
AĘhans tho_ught trade anignobleocorpatiān, andleft it to foreigners.
The general character of the people was at once savagģ independent
and deqperaģ unpredicable. TheAģhans could Ļ liveĻhumor-
o]į colrgeory, even v1rm-hearted: but they could also be bigoted,
sĻ and murderous. They vere uncompromisingly picnrresque.
The women were envelopd head to foot in the white cylinder of the
hnkba, with only a mesh ap the eyes to demonstratį the human
presence within. The men wore huge turbans, or satin caps with
gold brocade'crowns, with leather boots buttoned up to the calĘ
huge sheepskin cloaks over their shouļders, and shirts with wide
sleeves for the concealment ofdaggers or poison phials.

The AĘhans- were not only implacably chauvinist, they also
fogsht icessandy arhong themselves, for they were split into great
tribal divisions-lhe Durranis, the Ghilzais, the Barakzais-and
suMivided multitudinously into clans-Hazarahs, Tajiks, Sado-
zais, Khaibaris, Afridis_not to qpeak ofinnumerable PatĻan grouP-
ings on the sputhern border, and Tartars and Uzbegs in theįorth.
Äll tļrese grouPs had. their own charactęristics, theirown treditions

{ th9ir own loyalties, and they made ÄĘhanistan extraordinarily
diffiarlt for a foreigner,to undersand, and alnost impossible to
gwern. Therehad Ęn eight changes of royal dynasty in the past
halĖcentury, deposed monarchs generally Ļing murdered, but
sometimes only blinded.

The British wished, on the whole, to preserve the ind endence
of this unnerving State, as a buffer against Russian pretensions. In
the r83os, however, they had doubts. The Amir Shah Shuja-ul-
Mulk, one of the flabbier of Ąhanistan's generally gnstly kings,
had been deposed thirry years before and had been in exile wer sinĻ,

9Ī
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Tbe Sentiment of Enphe
first as an enforced rest of Ranjit singĻ, then as a pensioner of theBritish in Īndia. tt Ļs now rumoured-that his successor, the virileDost Mohammģ .ig|l be pl9Įrng.an associati"Ęwiį ĻRussians. There w.re-whisp.rs'of Rus"sian missions, subventions,
3s.ilppļ"s, and at the same time the .*ri.n' įįĮ t į"".,Į"'r"
backing the persian 

]my which **, io 
" 

desultory-.;,;?;"y,
besieging the AĘhan fortress ofierrt in .h" *or., ThĻ were misty,contradictoryfPort+ but in 1837 a British agęrrt, Älexander Burnes,went to Kabul ostensibly on a commerci"' fu''irĻ*d;ril;
that there really was a įussian mission in th. įty.Ė.;Ļ;ĻrussĄ y..: ,P .o: *Ņy knew:, urt tt"y *ĮiJJaĮnrrl,Įp
to something in the Ėr north-vest

)
4

prd ļu-ckland, a weak, diĮigent and ordinary men, was perttubed.
Īt took six months t9 g9t ri *r*o froorlrrdorĻ 

';-di";*fi;was all his. Burnes hJd reoommended that .t. br't, Āi;i'hi'
flirtations with the Russians,.Ą d regarded .' 

" ģr*,iJ jiy
T * 9T a ļikel enemy. Auckland *f,hį;il'".Į il'";;į"
oetermmed, otherwise. Dost Mohammģ they decreed, must be re_moved fiom office in the interests ofimģal''*,rrl,y;ilĻä
'and compliant Shah Shuja restored to Ės th.ne in Kabul. In octo_ber, 1838, Auckland aĮcordingly prbīrh.d, roo. t ir-r.ĮoiĮ.
Simla in the Himala)ran rootĪitts, 

" rnįii.rto 
"f il;. 

-įį
Governor4eneral felt the. imporrĖnce, it saiģ 

"i"r,ir,į'irr..aiämeįįsures to eĪrest the rapid Pfr.ss offoreign lrt igr.Ļa rģgr.Į-
sion towards Ņ imeeriät tįrriĮo.i.r. siį* port Mohammed andn$ supporters had proved themselves .ill_fitted . . . to b. 

"r.futallies to theBritish Governmenį *.į.iĮ.i, proposed to restore totįre thlone ofKabul thecxiled and rightful Ėi,g,Ļho *."H .;;;
AĘhanistan surrounded by his o'""..*į', *"ā *lļiĖ";il;ä
against 6l.ign interferenae 

31r! actiouJ Jpp*ii"r y"Jffiä
army; and when once he shall Ļ smrred ii pov.r, and the inde-

. r Intelligence vas limited, sine no Briton in Īndh understood theirlanguage.
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P.j{*T Td.integrity ofAĘhanisan esablished, the Bntish arrny
willbewithdrawn'.

This was adishonestprodamation. FarĖom beingilĻfitted as an
ally, Dost Mohammed was conceded by everyone *ho..t him to
be infnitģ su1rrior to Shah Shuja, and his iubjection to Russian
ffiuence was at best uncerain. There was no sign that the Ęhans
wanted shah'SŅa baĄ and still less evidence that they would
welcome a British army to protect him. The perso-Russiansiege of
Herat_presently faibd Ļyway. From the sart the Afghan .n..'fr;r.
was distrusted b1man_y Britons at home. Lord Palnērston, Foreign
&creary in Inrd Melbourne's'Whig Government, Īilas convinced
that'the Russian threat was rsal and urgent, but the Court ofDirec-
tors of the East Īndia Company, when deails of the invasion plan
reached tįrem in Ī,ondon, were horrified. The Duke of Ī/ellinģton
thought the difficulties would start when the military .o..Įr.,
endģ and,the Press, in london as in Calcutte, attackeā tįre mani-
festo for its distortions and sophistries. In parliament angry mem-
bers demanded publication of the relevant documents: Pāmerston

9b g.d them, first cutting out, however, all the good things Bumes
had reported about Dost Mohammed.

But lord Auckland, in the way of undetermined men, was de-
termined" He had made up his mind for once, and he would stand by
his resolution. rhe ritish armies would enĮer Ąhanist rr.errly ii
1839, and the Great Game would be settled o.r"" rid fo. all. Besiäes,
rorļ e_uck!1d thought, it would be an opportunity for RanjiĮ
Singh the siLh to demongtrate the reality ofhis new alliance with the
British, by contriĮutiog r large pro1nrtion of the forces reĢuired:
anopportunityofwhich, in theevent, hewisģ tookno step io avail
himself,

Ī-ans of War

Some 9r5oo Crown and Company troops, wlth 6ooo men under the
febrile comnrand of Shah Shuja, formed the Arnry of the Indus, the
principal invasion force for AĘhanistan. Before it Ļent to war iĮ wrs
c9remoniallyparadģ by courteqy ofRanjit Singh, at Ferozepore on
the Sudej river, south-east of Lahore. Ranjit came dovrn from his
capiial for the occasion, and Inrd Auckland, as we already know,
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travelled therc with his sister Enrily and his ctĪžįvan of rzrmo. The
meqng beoreen the two leaders was less than majestic, for theii
rwo lines of elephants colliįted and Ranjit fett flat. on his.face in
front of two British nine-pounders-and the weningls entertain=
ments were less than deorous, for Ranjit pr.s.nt"d a cabaret of
dancing girls and bawdy buffoons, ana ärank too much-Įut the
purely miliary functions were statģ and impressivE and on De_
cember rą 1838, the Arnry ofthe Indus morred offfrom the parade
ground for its war against the AĘhans.

'Wars went slowĮy the and the army took a circuitous Īoute.
Shģ shujg vi9hed to take the oppornrnity of suMuing SotĪtē It:
ruly Amirs of Sinģ to the west, whose allegian_ce he claimed-a
comrrission easily perfomrģ for the unfornrnate Amirs were told
byth" British ommander that'neither the ready PoĪrer to o,lJ'
and annihilate thern, nor the wilĮ to lll into action, were wanting if
it appeared rgquisite, however Īemotely, for the safety of the Bridsh
E ĮPire'. The winter had gone, and the qPring had arrived with its
p:omise offlooded strea s and heatĮaze, before the tioops crossed
the krdus River and marched up the mountain valleys rovards
Quetą l(andahar and lkbul. For the first time since the days of
Alorander the Great, it was iaid, the 'flags of a civilized nation,
flew across the Īndus.

The soldiers'progress was laborious, for behind therr in an ap.
par-endy endless stream there stumbled some 38rooo ca:np followels
and 3orooo ca:nels. The army was to live offthe country, but took
with it nevertheless ,hTq, days' rations of grain, and enough sheep
and cattle for ten weeks' meat. Īt also carried an astonishing s-upply äf
inessentials. Two hundredand sixtycamels, itwas saią *Įr. rĻä.d
to ca y the personal gear of the commanding general and his staff.
one brigadier needed sixty. one regi rent rģuired two just for its
Manila .igr.'. There were tons of soap, gallons of winą crates of
jam, crockery, linen, potted meats. Each of cer was alloured a
minimum of ten domestic seryants_most had many morģ_not
counting the grooms for his camels and the six bearers hį needed ifhe
tookapalanquin.

Every regiment had 6oo stretcher-bearers. Every platoon ofevery
regiment had its vraterfmers, its saddlers; its Ēhcksmiths, its
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Laos of Īvar
cobblers, its ailors, its laundry-men, and there were the men who
polished brasses, and the men who p-ut up tents, and the cooks, the
orderlies, the sable-boys-together wirh all their wives, and all
tļeir children, and often aunts, uncles or grandparents_and trooPs
of prostitrrtes Ėom half Īndią with fiddlers, dancing-girls, fortune-
tellers, metal-workers, wood-gatherers-vrith herdsmen to look
after.the cattle, sheep and goati, and butchers to slaughter them-
and there were carts and wagons by the thousanģ palanquins, drays,
chargers, ponies, dogs-and so alĮ this great multi.tude stumbied
away to war, each m1ps with its band plrĖg, a regiment of
Queen's cavalĘIl two of Crcmpany cavalry; nine regiments ofinfan-
try, enģeers, gunners, Shah Shuja's 6,000 hopeful sepoys and
those splendid prancing banditti, .the Yellow Boys. Ā -ighry
dust hung in the air behind,them, as a sign that the Raj was
marching.

6
As a miliary operation'the invasion was a qualified success. The
a ny PresentĻ r* short of supplies, as its lines of commr'nication
grew more tenuous, and it was repeatedly harassed by the Afįįan
marksmen of the passes. Īts intelligence proved fr"lty, too, p.rhaps
because it had no intelligence departnrent. But GhaznĻ the first
place to offer formal resistance, was taken by storm in a neat little
mup d'armcs, and.when ÄĘh* forces consequendy feĮ back in con-
fusion, the Dost himselĘ refirsing British terms of 'honourable
asyĮurrt' in Īndia, fled north to take refuge with the crazy Nasrullah
Khan, Amir of Bokhara, who prompdy locked him up- Organized
opposition-seemed to be at an end, and on August 6, 1839, Shah
Shują, supported'by the full panoply of British imperial Power,
enterd Kabul to re-essume his throne.

Aesthetically,the King's return was fine, A scramble of low mud
buildings and roofäl bazaars, dominated by the.powerful silhouette
of the Bala Hissar, Kabul was just the plaė for Pageantrr, and tļre
King cut a sufficiently imposing figure. His coronet unfornrnately
no longer bore the diamond called the Koh-ĻNor, Light of the
Universe, for that well-known gem had long befoie been extracted
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by Ranjit s-.gh 
"s 

a fee forhis hoŅtaĮity, but in other respects therestŅ1la ofÄfghanistan adeqĻte looked the part. ii";;,
.gd:ŅĘĘ PT, darĶ 

9f skin *ā 
'toutly 

built, witir hi' į oiį.
b.*{..dy'"d bhe, and he P-golgeorrsiy dressed ,t'"Į aįāa
scintilļated wi$ j9welry, and rode a white charger acoutred l"'grra.
Beside him rode the rrępresentatives of the griish n rpl*, *Jl"g
the co&ed hats, ostrich feathers and blue goldJred Ärrsers;.h"
diplomatic uniform,-and behind him,the ' ldi"., 

"f 
,h" R"j;6įā

down and fattened up after their yeat's marclr from r.äz.poį
derrro_nstrated in simpĖ terms the Ė*", .rri"ārriĮ-*Į"*

The lģbulis, it is tnrE watched the ing ride by in sullen silene.
Th.y p"d more attention to the British dĪflo.rĮ.t .il,; sįį
!h"jr: a,d yery fe* citizens showed hi"' ilĀr.l r..#;'l:
But the old man was childishly pleased to Ļ uä* n'hi, į"lā( o"gĮ, everytling he saiģ seemed nuļĮcr than it used to o.'L Ļa
rys.B ti:h bodyguarģ frring him a royal salute and otrrinihi-
tlļeir in:i:lTĪ.e ongratrrlations, for they all deŅsed hi-, įĒ.įi*
there with his om soldiers and renrrned to their o.p. t trust,
said Genenl Keane tįre commanding ofrcer in his diqP;chįr-Ir;ä
AucHand next day, 'that we have tĒus accomplished fu .r'.āii.įļ
which.yourlnrdship hrd conterrrplation, *h* yo" 4**d*ā
fonrrcd the Arrry ofthe Indus, and the erpedition into efghanistanr:
but he {id.not really think so, for he ģressed hi' Ā;;il;*
1 ".:lflĮ_P a private letter to a friend. .Mark my words], he saiä
thenr 'it will not be long before therc is here some siģnal oor*pt *

Įz'pt of war
Macnaghten had never beerr there Ļfore. He was 4.4, burlooked

muc-h older-a Indian civil_administrator, u.qPe.t "bį habituatly
topļratted, with a digr_,ifi.d Presene rnd'pl*ty or*'a'āo;rīo*
įord Palme.rston', EmĻ Edc called himr_perhaps a little cattily.
He was a T! linŅst, and thouģ his talents were mostly of the
bureaucratic kinģ his manner could be pedantic, his ,Ės were
often fatuous and his appeT,ance was, in that anomalous seming,
sometimes a litde comic, still he had courage and was honest-ifn t
always with himseĘ atleast with others. Burnes vas a more elusive
character. Ä kinsman of Burns . po"Ļ he had hgun life in the
Company's armiesr,but in his twenties had made a A.o* series of
journeys in Central Asia, penetrating as far as .Bokhara and tįre
pCIpian. He was lionized in Englanģ where they called him Bok_
hara Burnes, and William IV had oncesummoned him to Briģton
Pavilion and made him alk for an hour and a halfabout his am*azing

ądventures. Īt was Burnes'rePorts fronr Kabģ d*irg his missioā
there in 1837 that had turned Auckland,s mind to- the idea of
ļnvasļo1: th9ugh he had adndred tlre Dost, still he prudently ad-
justed his views to the Governor-General's policies, and had accord-
ingly bee1Ņghted shordy Ļfore the war began. He was still only
34, a wistful-looking men with a long nose, a sparse molstache and

Much 
"|9: ry"y was now sent back to Indią and General Keane*T, *i .jt, leaving a division of inĖntry, a regiment of 

"..rJryTo ," Tltt T .rT1}rj Th" Russians had vanished from Kabul, anā
the 

_ca 
ital in its baleful_edgy Īray was aPPaĪently dod". į ffi;htne qtPr ļ rn tts baļetuļ_edgT Īray was aPPaĪendy docile. The British

setded in. Theį chief ģĮseri."tives Ļ... * Ulsterman and a
scot-.sir rvillianr Macnaghten,'Envoy and Minister at the court
:f l,l9jfr**lYftt, and sir elexander Burnes, ,rr,.*p."..a
back in Kabul as Britišh Rešident. These were now the real'-l"r, Jr
Ęhanistan, the puppet_masters.
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pouches under his big brown eyes.
Althoueh the Dost was still ali'Although the Dost was still alive, and there were signs that most

o-f the Äfghr" tribal chiefs would never pledge allegiĀce to Shuja,
the British set out to eniov f-hemse]w"s in r<rĻ'l Tį. rrrĻ Ī o-^i.į
Įad unfortunately aken their foxhounds back to India vith them,
but tļere w.ere many other plesures available. The climate in the
eutumn was pleasanĻ the natives, if underrronstrative; seemed
Ėiendly enouģ, and there was little work to do. They built a race-
traĄ and skated on frozen Pon&, and played crid<et in the dust,
even persuading a few Kabulis to take up the game. They learnt to
enjoy the wresding matches and cock-fights that theAĘhans loved,
and thgl organized amateur dramatics. In the early mornings they
went for rides over the hills: in the evenings they listened to band
concerts; in the nightr ve{)r oftenr. they comforted themselves with
sedrtctive girls ofKabul. One or tqro.rnarried AĻhans.r others, be-

r Notably Oolonel Robert Warburton, ulho married a niece ofthe Dost, and

y7

set out to enjoy themselves in Kabul. The r6th Įancers
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Tbe Sntinnt of En2ire
fore very long, were joined by their wives a d childrcn Ė.m India.
There was no shorage of food novr, and the ofiers entertdined
gach ot|rer 

Ļvishl_y. Burncs used to give weekly dinner girtigs at his
house in.. . lry, with champaįes, sherries, clareĻ, qu.*r,
henļeticallysealedsalrnon andScottish hotch-potch (veriablehotch_
potcĻ all the way frae Aberdeen).

So safe did the Bri- sh feel that preserrtly the Ärmy was moved

3"l "f.K+qPĪoPe'Ļ 
leaving the shah proĮected onĻ by his ow.n

levies in the Bala Hissar. Nolr the whole force was conĻĻted in a
big cantonment.on the low lamp plain to the east, within sight of
the ciadel but about a mile from the .iry'r .dg.. It was a distriHng
|Por The Kabul River'ran across the plain, slate-grey and shaly, anā
bet'reerr *: nd : city thene were o."Ērrd' *d g*ā.rr,
intersected by irrigation.channels. In the qpring the vieu, äu ue
b-eau|ful enggh, with the pinĮs and whites of th'e orchard bloss'oms,
the_ sŅne of the water, the clutter of the bazaars and houses beyond,
P4 .h" silhouette of thegreat fortr,ess rising in tiers upon iį r,ir_
lock as a centre-piece to the scene. But all arāund the prĻ uy oia
Ņlls, one ridge beyond anothe8 feanrreless and bare:Ļa on tr'.ir
brown slopes stood here and there, reücs ofthe errturies ofAfshan
feuŅg, small fortress-to.trers, some crumbled, some ,."äuy
Pr.*"d }P, 

whic gave to thewholeplacean ominous watchftt aiį
as thouģ even when one.wes thin'king home-thoughts on thė river
banĻ o-r hacking bad< to cemP through the appleoicJr..dr, on" *.,
never alto gether unobserved. l

Here theKabulArmyensconoeditseĘ with allits ca*rels and camp
followers, all its appurtenance ofsable, canteen, bazaar and marrieä
q-uarter. There were garrisons too at Kandahar and Ghazni to the

Laps of War
wesĻ and atJalalabad to.the east, and in the field colunns were al-
weys on tļe move, and Macnaghten's political officers were
ubiquitous. The British hop.d that by a combination of diqplay,
bribery and coercion all the factions of AĘhanistan could be per-
suaded into cooperation, but they never succerded. Some'groups of
tįre community gave no trouble. O.thers, particularly the Muslim
fanatics called Ghazis, and the Ghilzai tribe which controlled the
main mountain Passes into India, had to be ręeatedly suMued by
punitive expeditions, fun for the officers and good experience for the
troops. Generally the political offi.cers were treated with wary re-
spect: but in the south at Kelat the halįnaked and terribly emaci_
ated corpse of Lieutenant l-oveday.was found chained to a camel-
pannierrwhileover theborder to thenorth Colonel Charles Stoddart,
on a more advanced mission ofintelligence, was thro.wn by the mad
Nasrullah into a d..p pit full of bones, decomposing matter and
eqpecially bred reptiles.l

Yet Macnaghten and Burnes felt sanguine. In his comfortable
gardened Residency in the heart of the city, down the road from the
Bala Hissar, Burnes had little to do but quite enjoyed himself-'I
lead a very pleasant life, and if rotundity and heartiness be proof.s
of health, Ī have them'. Macnaghten, whose wife presided graci-
ously over thē soģal life of the cantonment, lived no less con-
tentedly in the M.ission Residence upon the plain. 'All things
consideredr' he thought, 'the perfect tranquillity of the country is
to my mind perfecdy miraculous. Already our presence has been infi-
itely beneficial 

'Īļ 
allaying animosities and pointing out abuses.

. . . We are gradimlly placing mātters on a fimr and satisfactory
basis . . . the country is perfectly quiet from Dan to Beersheba.'

There remained the Dost, who in the summer of 1839 escaped
from Bokhara and re'entered AĘhanistan with a force of Uzbegs.
F'or a time he did seem to tįrreaten Macnaghten's uanquiĮity-'I
am like a wooden s1roon', he had saiģ 'you may throw me hither and
thither, but Ī shall not be hurt'. But this worry was s prisingly
soon removed. Īn the cool of the evening of November 4, r84o,

t"
į From which, professing Islam, he waq presently removed and bcheadģ

togethār with Captain Arthur Conolly, author of the phrase 'the Great Game',
wļo had been sent to Bokhara to negotiate his release.
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whose son Sir Robert'Warburton, halfBritish, halfĄhan, was to be the most ģcelebrate{ frontier administrator of British krdia-.ĻcrĻ'"d Ki";;r th"
Khybct'.

. 
ļ 

Ąsen9a'tion 
that lingers 9"eļ lo*: The plain has scarcely changģ anģ

yom |e ndge to the east of the Bala Hissar, on one of tįrose hĮavy h t morn_
inge 9* 9on$!ut9 so powerfully to the flavour of Kabul, it i' 

"ri 
t* .""y ĮĮ

imagine the isolation of the cantonment far below, and eįen to ao". ia,
outįine in the dust. Kabuļis well rememĻr wļere it sĮood, fo, .h" ;il;;Ė.y
eve t in Afghan national history.
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Macnaghten vas aking an evening ride with hio assist nt Ģeorgek*9oTr throuģ ģ" g".d*' near his Mission; They were į
proached by tro Afghen horsemen. one stopped 

"t 
a disanoą th"

otlrer carte close and asked Ī,awrene.if thaįĻas the lord sfibr.
Told that it was the British Envoy, the Aģhan seized Macnaghten,s
bridle and cried that 'tļre Amir was there'. ĢWhat Amir{asked
Macnaghtenr .taken abacfr.'Who?'Who? Where? .Dost Mohammed
Kd, he was told: and presently the second horseman approachģ
and theDost himseĶ dismourttin& pressed theEnvoy's.ĖĻd to his
forehead and his lips, and offered his sword in token oisurrender.

The DÖst was a striking ĪĪĮrn, and he behaved with a dashing
dignity_'Every effort *as"m"d" to soothe the A eer's f.eįines],
we āre tolģ 'and he soon became serene and cheerfirl.'A er t* dä*
he vras sent away to exile in India, escomed by a troop of horļe
artille-ry and two regiments ofinfantry, and warÄed by the 

^ī^io-tion ofhis enemies.į His dęarnrre seemed to set the Įeal upon the
Afghrn adventure, and before very long, it was thought, *. fftirļ,
migh1re1um to India too, leavingshah shuja with hiĮ opoo soļdiers
to look after his own destinies.

8
Y.et just as there lingered oryer the cantonment some suggestion of
disquiet, so presently more sensitive minds in the o.*r] rn ,.rn,
were troubled by forebodings. The story of the war ää"ii'. *į
efgh*_'is full ofomens and dark prophecies. ,A signal ca stroģer,
General Keane had forecast, and many of the ,oīdi.rr, wittr Ļeir
yulnerable linesofcommunication through the chilzai passes, sorne-
times felt a chi.ll breath of isolation.'wil_įiam Nott, oni of the most
outqpoken of the generals, wrote: 'Unless serreral regiments bė
quickly sėnt, not a man ĪZill be left to note the fall ofhis-comradesr.
Colin Mackenzie, one of the most PeręPtive of tlre majo.s,z wrote,

_ _ 
r. aŅ1ation lo1g feļt -^ Prd-d: tT. uy copy of his biognphy, by

Mohan Īll, was given in 186r ās a leaving pi"s.nt to one of hĪs.Ļįļ į
Liouel Gamett, when a houseruster at B n. It was dedicaJ;6;į
Victoria.

8 'Who was later to be a general himsel{, and went on to discover the marveĻ

Ī@

Inm of Īhar
'orrr gallant fellovs in ÄĘhanistan must be rein6rced or tbe1 oiĮĮ aĮĮ

?nitb.' In Kabul Major Hamlet V/ade, watching a cerernoniil review
of th9 44th Regrment, suddenly saw tJre passing,troops not es e
parade at alĻ but as a'funeral procession-'wh"t put 

'r.h, 
thought

in my heaģ Ī know noc. AtJalalabad, r5o miles io the east, Colonel

|ennir 9_f 
ther3th Light Īnfantry had an even more explicit vision.

'Yor1will seer' he obser,r.ed one day, 'you will ,*; ,oĮ a soul wilļ
reach here from Kabul except one man, who will come to tell us the
rest are destroyed .t

A sense of uneasiness qpread. As a ruler Shah Shuja.was a PooĪ
substitute for thę incisive Dost, surrounding himself with dodder-
ing and petulant advišers, ąnd becoming 

"rār 
*or. qo.rulous him-

self. TheBritishofficers, t}ough they made many friends in Kabul,
ma{e many secret enemies too, by tļeir free and easy behaviour
with the women-whor,frustrated as they ofren were by their hus-
bands pedenstic preferences, were dangerously ready to oblige.
Private soldiers were incleasingly insulted and molested in the strēts
of the city. The keener professionals were concerned about the state
of the cantonment: badly sited on the open plain, impossible to
de.fend, Īrith the main commissariat store actually outside the peri-
meter defences-'a disgracd, as one young artilĖryman *roģ .ao

our miliary skill and judgement'.
Nqw rur.nours began to nag, of,new plots among the Ghilzais, of

a tļreatened rebellion in the north, ofPersian intrigue iri the west;
ąnd the army in its cantonment, after a year in the tense and oppres-
sive atmoqpheie of Kabul, showed the early signs of communal
neurosis-1rtty,quärrels and rivalries, snobbishness, touchiness.
'The whole cotrrļtT is as quiet as one of orrr Indian fief.shipsr,
wrote Macnaghten ever motre resolutelv, but fewer believed him
now. 'TheEnvoy is t ring to deceive himself;,'wrote the forrridable
Īady Salą whose husband General Bob had ben having a tough
time with the Ghilzais, 'into an āssįtĪuįnce that the counĘ| is in a
quiescent sater'while in london the Duke of Wellington was not
deluded by th. Envoy's diqpatches. Īt was impossible tĮ read them,

lous sculptures oJAmaravati_which, after Ļing for fifty years in the stables
ofEast Īri'dia House, are no'w among the treasrrres of the Victoria and Albert
Museum.
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he saiģ 'without being sensible of the and dangerous
position ofourātrairs in centĪalAsiar. _

Into this disturbing setting there hobbled, in April 164r, a new
Commander-in4hief-literally hobblģ for Major_-t}enej iritti.*
EĻhinstone wa$ not meĪely, as one ofhis senior subordinates ĪEote,
'the-most inco_ mFtent soldier that vas to be 6und among the offiers
of the requisite r.ank', he was also so crippled'by gouĮ and other
unidentified infirmities that he could hardlį wdk. rīphinstone wes
a {eljfhtful man, but hopeless. Everybody liked him-he.w.es an
old friend of Auckland and his sisters-but nobody thought him
the. sliģ9st uT a9 ageneral. Paaician, kind, beautifully rriannered
and nearly 6o, he had last seen action at Ī aterloo, and'though the
son ofan East India Company family, qpoke not a Īrord orrrinaĻtani
ol anl other oriental language. Why this gentle sicĮ old gentlelįran
should have been commanding an anny in efghanistarr ī, a6*tt
t9 im1ene,_ when he *ig i hāve been happili retired in nnįrnd
cherishingļris memories, his Cornmandership-of the rath anä his
koighthood in the Order of St Anne of Austria: and indeed he
a_pp1rynģ found it difficultto exPlain to himselį for he strerruously
denied his fitness fordenied his fitness for the job_'done uP', h. said of himselĘ .donĮ
upin bodyand mind'.

The rougher of the senior officers treated the implausible new-
comer with fznk contempĻ and he suems'to have vieĻed the situa_
tion deqpairingly ftom the sart Even his rheumy eye observed the
dangers of the cantonment, and he was anxious in'hi. in rlid *r.,
about the Kabul armt's direct line of communication with Īndia:
thrcuģ the passes toJalalabad to the east, and thene throueh the
Khyber to Peshalrar and the Indrrs: 'Īf anything occursr, hĮ said
vagįļely o]nce to one of his officers, 'for Godls sakį clear the psses
quickly, that I may get away.' one senses that even in this incompe-
tent's minģ as the army loitered through its second year of Ļ
Afgh* enterprise, a mood of premonitiān impended, Ļ i.'rtio"t
that the inner forces ofAĘhanisarr were assemb ns, out ofsisįrt and
undcrsgamding, against the foreigners on the plain. 

- Ų

- So theywere. At dawn on November zr-rg4tra mob arrived at
the gates ofBurnes'Res_idencyin IGbģ shouting abuse and 

'.r"r*_ing for the Resident's blood. Telling his guardš to hold their fire,

r.o2
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Burnes uralked on to his balcony urith his assistaną wiĮtiumBroed-
foot, and his own brother Charles. He tried to appeal for order, but
vas shouted down. Shooting broke out and Bro:rdfoot, after pi&ing
otr{* of theÄĘhans in the Frden below, was shot dead throuģ
the hear.r The mob wes noĪI all around the Residency, the sablįs
werc burnin& end a strenger appeared inside the Ėoo'., urging
the Burnes brothers to follow him quid<ly outsidą They inexplic_
ably tnrsted him, and ,h-*ing Afģan robes around their shoul_
ders, followed hi- th-Įrgh the door into the chaotic garden. Ät
once their Ņde shouted'I.ook, friends! This is Sekundār Burnes!,

a ! the Äģhang fell upon tf,e brothers with their knives, and very
quickĘ hacked them both to pieces.

g

'My dear sfu williamr' 'wĪote the General to the Envoy later that
day, 'since you have left me I have been considering what can be
done tomorrrow. Our dilemma is a difficult one . . . to march into
the town, it seems, we should oģ have to come back again . . .

we must see what the morning brings, and then decide what can be
doną'

For pardy by desĻ, more by ombustion, the riot in ttre Kabut
had now beome a rising, The Kabulis had first aszumed that, the
British Resident having been murdered and the British Residency
bĮJĮnt to the grounģ thā nritlsh ermy would ome marclring up thĮ
roäd to _e:ract a terrible revenge. All that happened, thouģ, wā the
arrival of a modest infairtry force to give thā King some extra pro-
tection within the.Bala Hissar; Encouraged by this feeble reponse,
thousands ofÄfghans in and around the city broke into open revolt,
and within a few days the Kabul region was in a state ofwąr, and the
British were in effect besieged'Īrithin theiĪ cantonment.

C'eneral Elphinstone continued to consider what could be done
tomorrow, but never did decidą He had faļlen offhis horse on the
morning of the riot, and had never felt welĮ again. His mnferences of

, Ay"., to thc day bėfore, his brotherJames had bcen kitled in a skirmish
against the Äfghans: four years later his brother George was killed in action
against the Sikhs. They came from Kirkwall in Orkney.
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yā, *:.. Painful to experience, the old general vacillating,.wo,rrder-
in5 chanģg his minģ and frequendį emba*ing opoįd.t it d
reminisoences of the Peninsular War. Even his choie of4irrr" *",
lugubrious. 'It behoves us to look to tįre c.onsequences 

"?_fril 
r*r_

j_fu *- is-no! yet deqperate, I do not mean-to impress that'-
'Ī was -dley in not undersandin8 the sate of thinĻ'. Since he

'-T"d t9 ļave no opinion of his own, everybody else-oftred him
theirs, subalterns to brigadiers; Some thoughĮ theį should leave the

. cantonment end move into the Bala Hissar cn rrrarsc. Some thought
they should abandon Kr!"l altogether, and retreat to 1alahbĮd.so e tho9sht they should seek out the leaders of the insirręction,
and negotiate terms.

e* *y more Äfghans joined the rising, until a guerilla arimy of
several thousand artisar_rs and tradesmeį ,**r.a around ih.
cantonment, becoming bļ:. by the hour. Īt was a ragglģ$e
army, by the standards of the victors of \Materļoo who-uätchäit
apprehensively from their fortifications, but it was both skilful and
detenrrined: it had its own cavalry, its long_muzzled jaaiĮs eastly
outranged the British muskets, and its markĮmanship*n' tooiuĻ
oract. soon the road between'the cantonment 

"nd 
the city.was

blocked; worse still, the Aģhans had seized the commissariaĮ folt,
plundered it, burnt iĻ T9 1hr1s 

deprived the British of nearly all
their stores. All this in full sight of_the cįntonment, Ī/ithin *iror.
ryT*:t-, the decręit general rarnbled on, and the private soldięrs
kicked their heels in halįmutinous despair_.vĮ,y, Ļrģ sit', com-pi*a u*instonq to M_acnaght* or,. day, after rei,iewinģ some
ofhis soldiersr'wlren Ī said to them "Eyes riģt", they all looĖed the
other way'.

- .Tlq'lre a couple of sorties. Both Ėiled ignominiously, theBltis rn$t l, running away, and this was thJr hst 
"ttdpt "toffensive äįtion. They verc beaten almost without a blow. į-ood

)^--f"ing short, winter was setting in, the t oop, *. d".oo-
lized,. the campfollowers ĪIere panic-Įtricken, the'political officers
were baffled or disc edited, the commanding oficer Ļs ail too ofun
prostrate, the British Residentwas dead. All theAlģhans now seemed

P b. i"_ arms against the BritisĻ and by the äa of xoveįbei
Macrraģten had deci<led to negotiate a settlement
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10
At this climactic moment there arrived upgn the scene a formidable
Äfgh* leader_Äkhbar Khan, the Dost's son, who had been in
exile in Turkesąn, and who now returned to Kabul with a force
of Uzbegs at his heels. ĪIith this fiercE sly but attractive Potentete
Macnaghten now opened negotiations. Arranging to meet him on
the banks of the Kabul River on December rrth, the Envoy offered
him the drafį of a treaty of submission, couched in the moįt 

"bj..tterrrs. The Presence of tļre army in Aģhanisarr, it saiģ .was aP
parently diqpleasing to the great majority of the Aģhan nation; aid
since the oģ oŲect of its presence therę was the integrity, happi-
ness and welfare of the ÄĘhans, there was no point in its remaining.
Macnaģten oftred to evaoļate the country at oncą lock, stock anā
barrel, 

"ing 
Shah Shuja the choice of going with them or re-

maining in Kabul, and promising to rerurn Dost Mohammed to his
aountiy es soon as the army had safely passed throuģ the Khyber
on tļe road to Īndia. Īn return, tlre Envoy zuggestģ the AĘhans
wouļd guararitee the safe conduct of the Britišh, and wodā im-
mediately send prwisions into the cantonment to keep them alive
enough tomarch.

The Äfghans understandably accepted. Th.y must have been
astonished. Īt wąs agrd that the Kabul garrison would march in
three days' time: but in the meantime Macnaghten, who had just
been appointed Govemor of Bombay, and faindy hop"d still to
extract some credit from Kabul, embarked uPon a subtlįr course of
'ėonduct. There arrived in'the cantonment än th. following even-
ing an ur_ro<pected messenger from Aļ<hbar. Captain 'c'entlerran
Jirrt' Skinner, a merrber of the celebrated Änglo.Īndian fiģting
family, had not been seen since the starr of the uprising, when hā
had been caught in Kabul: it transpired now thafhe traa .en ir-
frięnded by Äkhbar, arid he came with a secret additional proposal
from the Prince. It was this: tļrat he and Macnaghten sĖodd
deceive the otherAĘhan leaderswith a hiddencompact. ShahShuja
would remain upon his throne; Äļfibar would be his Vizier, and
would receive a.large fee from the British Government, and a pen-
sion for life; the British could stay in the country for another āght
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months, and then leave apparently oftheir own free will. Fae would
be saveį Honour vould be restored. Macnaghten would be Gov_
ernor of Bombay. The original purpose of the innasion would be
achieved.

Brioging such a messagą remarked C'errtleman Jim, was like
being loaded with o bustibles, but the distrauģt Macnaghten
snatched at the offer, and.i d a statement in PĻsian to 

'i'y 'o.Nothin5 in a country so hideously enarrgled with doubbĮoss,
could have been morc dangerous. Several people warned the Envoy
of treachery, and suggested that it -ight all be a plot. .L plot!,
Macnaghten cried-'a plot! let me alone for that-trust me for
that!'Anycray, as he told Geo ge Ī,awrence, it was worth the risk.
'The life I have led for the last sixveeks you, Lawrene, know weĮl;
and rather than be disgraced and live it'over again,I would ddä
hundred deaths. Success will save our honour, and more than make

!o two dayo before Chris- as, r84r, Sir ĪVillia r Macnaghten,
with three British officers and a qmall detachment oflndian orrLy,
rode out ofcamp once more to meet Akhbar Khan. rh.y took wiĮĖ
thema lovģArab mare, as apresentfortheprince. Therewas snow

9n the grouną and they found Akhbar, with a group ofchie{š and a
hovering crowd of Ghazis, alraiting therrr somā 36o yards from.the
can_tonment.Ä carpethadįeerr laidorr thesnow, and upon itÄkhbar
and Magnaghten, greeting each other courteously, sat down.to.
getheraŅbar qPok9 fu. Was Macnaģten, he askģ ready to put
into eĘa the proposition oftheprevious night? Why not? Mäcnagh_
ten rŅiod: and instandy Ąl bar crieģ,seize them!seĖtheillr,
and the chiefs andonlookers fell upon thėEnglishmen to 

'*."*, 
*ā

imprections ftom the Ghazis all around. Macnaģten s Indian es_
cort nrnedand ffed. The three sraffofficers, almosibefore thry knew
what was happenin& were bundled pillion on to horses and galįoPed
away throuģ the mur'dęrous Ghazis. one fell and was t iu.a Ļ-

"dįro.ly-. 
The other two weĪe imprisoned in a nearby fort. Behind

them, as {w ry ,*..pt awĮį_y, they just had time to fo the Envoy,

Ņ 9* Th:t being dragged headfirst dourn a sĪlowy *l"P.. .il;
God's sake-. they hea d hiį cry in P rsian, before th.y *er. out of
earshot, and Macnaghten disappearcd for ever.

ro6
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- It is prob{le that Akhbar himself shot Macnaghten in the on-
fusion, and that the maddened Ghazis then cut hiĻ to pieces with
their knives. Leter that day the imprisoned officers saJa dismem-
bered hand bobbing up and down outside the bars of their window,
and learnt that it was ,Macnaghten's. .Īook well,, the Ghaziį
screamed r! th9*,'yo*'will soon Ļ the same!, Thouģ they did
not know it, the EnvŅs heaģ deprived at last of toP haĮ and
spegtacles, was already being paraded through rhe streets of the

9Pig, while the rest of his corpse was suįnded from a meat-
hook in the great bazaar.

11
Even now the Ąfģhans expected reprisals, but the British had lost all

!s|,t. tt they wanted was escĮtĮr. Far from unleashing his troops
furiously upon the city, General EĻhinstone, now fįrr]ther debilį
gted !r a wound in the buttockrmerģre-opened negotiations, as
though Her Majesty's Envoy and Plenipotentiary haā neyer been
murdered at all. This time there was no subterfuge. The Afghans

S*.d the terms, the British accepted them. Tte ar-y #r, to
leave immediately, handing over hostages for the return of įh. no'Ļ
logether with all its treasure and almost all its guns. The Aģhans
in retrrrn pr9 rsed to provide can escort of tnļsworthy persois, to
see the British 4*y: z6 years after Waterloo, safely-tĮrrough the
Pisses to the Indian frontier. Nobody believed them. It *r. čh.i.t-
iaas Day, but the siŅng of the'agreement gave no comfort to tlre
British, whowere now terrified, bitteĄ cold and very hungry-the
only food the private soldiers got that day was a fiįtle nāui *itir
melted ghee. Äs the shivering army packed up itq possessions, ru-
moĮĮrs of treachery haunted the camp. the eighteen chiefs whohad

'i 9 Ė" agreement, it was'saiģ had secretly sworn t destroy the
whole force, and'all its follourers. Lady Salą diligently writinį up
her diary on Boxing Day, said she had been told thįt th. i.f,
meant tocaPtĮļre all the women and kill every man excePt one: and
opening by chance a coPy of Campbell's įrems, she found the
st,.nzaz
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Fo, fm sbaĮĮ 2ot, obnc nanl ttuet !
Tbc nop sball k tbciro;ndingsbat,
zttd nry trrf bmcatb tbir frct

SbaĮĮ bc a soĮįiĖ s se2al dtre.

onJanuary ģ r84z, the arrry began its retreat, the most terrible
in the_ history ofBritish a 

9, 
and the completion ofa traŅy whose

'awful completeness', as t he historiĻ sirJohn IGye *", t *rit , *",
unexampled in the his1o_ry9f the worlį To reaįh the safety or*.
British garrison atJalalabģ the fore had to travel through 

"inetymiles of desolate mountain_ country, deep in snow, heH īn fief bį
the predatory Ghilzais, and now additionally infested with Gh;s
too- The cold was terrible, and the march began in confusiori. Īn all
some rģ5oo souls struggled out ofthe cantonment: about 7ooĮ,irro_
Pąns, 3,8oo Īndian soldiers, the rest camp followers and their farrri-
lies. More than a thousand horses went with them, together with
bullocks to pulļ the carts, camels, mules and ponies. itost of the
Eurolxanvomen and fildren travelled in camer-panniers : the camo-
followers lĘgded,ao1rg behind as best they could, frightenä,
bewildered, littered with babies, and cooking-pots,-rniail the
voluminous halĖfastened baskets, boxes and 

-Ė*a.. 
arrr, p*.

krdians carrid on the march.
The moment the last soldiers of the rearguard left the ganton-

:nenl Ftes, Ą *:! Pourd in to plunderund d.st o1,:: and hover-
ing always on the ļinge of the column, sometimes ,*ding Peremp_
lo-ry messages 

9o the gerreral, sometimes coming close, sĮmetimĮs
disappearing the chiefs of the Alģhans predatoītly rode. The re_
t pt yru 

" -*ryy from the first step. As the troops marched in
tolerable..order 3ļonq the snov-covered t,ac-k acosJthe plain, the
camp followers in their thousands milled all about thJ column,
qming th"e march into a muddled rout, pushing their way fiantic-
ally towards the fronta sho9ting and jostlin5 separatinģ phtoon
from platoon, Šoldiers from theirįfrcerš. sometimes t .opšoict,,i
horsemen dashe,d emolg them, slashing with tlreir sabrįs *d 8"l_
ļopļ g ofi'with loot: the rearguard bsĮ nrty men almost beforĮ it
had left the lines.

Soit wasobvious Ėom theit,rt that theĘhan assurances meant

ro8
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nothing. If the escort of chiefs was capable of keeping offthe Ghazis
and Ghalz:is, it had no intention of doing so: this would be cat and
mouse to the end. Within an hour or two meny of the soldierq Īrere
frost-bitten, while hundreds of the Indian bearers threw down their
loads in despair and ran away into the wildemess. Before it had left
the valley the anny was virtually without food, fuel, sheher or
ammunition, and behind it left a trail of dead and dģg people,
like a track of litter after a grisly holiday=-.some wide-eyed and in-
sensible, some pleading to be put:out of their misery, some stabbed
about with knives, for the fun of it, by the Afghan children who
swarmed throuģ,the mėlėe. When the British crmP.d for tļre first

'ight, 
only six miles Ėom the city, they looked back to see the niģt

.ky od and flickering with the flames of the burning.-ntonment:
and wherr the rearguard arrived in tįre small hours, e:rhausted from
its running day-long batde; and its soldiers shouted in the darkness,
'Where's the 54th? Where's the 6th?', they found the camp in a
state of nightrrrare chaos, men and women dying all around Ėom
hunger and exposure, and were-told everywherą as they looked for
their units, that'no one knew anĖing about ic.

12
The retreat lasted just a week. During the first tĮrree days the way
led through a series of precipitous passes, most of them 5,ooo feet
high and all deep in snow, and day byday the struggling mass ofthe
Fritish and their dependents grew smaller and weaker. They werė
never left at Peacė. Now and then tĮrey saw their escort chiefs,
cloaked upon their horses upon distant knolls, or awaiting their
arrival at the head ofa pass, and sometimes Äkhbar himselfappeared
with a demand for hostages, a gloating recrimination, or ever less
convincing assĮļrances of goodwill. Every day the harassment greĪr
more brazen, until every gully seemed to hide an ambush ofhorse-
men, and tļrerewere marksmen on everyridge.

Tenible scenes were enacted in the sno\p's. 'Vy'e see Lieutenant
Melville of t e 54th Native hfuoy, qpeard and stabbed in back
and head, crawling after the coliļmn on his hands and knees. 'W'e see
Dr Cardew ofthe medical service, fearfully wounded, tied to the last

. ro9



Tbc Sentiment of F;npire

gunand left bcside the road to die, while his soldiersmrrrrrĻletheir
gd9yT to him. W'e see_Mrs Boyd and her son Huģ, ,gJ f"į_,
tumbled out oftheir panniers as the camel that carries-thĮm"Īs hit by
a_bulle9 and cnrmples slowly, groaning, to its knees in the snoį. h
the middle ofthe carnage, the hungerrĮhe cold, the terror, *. * *
Indian deserter from tlie Mission ģ""ra, bfindiotd *J āģJ.a,įį*
on the ot by a firing squad.

on the fourth day AĮ.hbar sent a message to EĻhinstone sug_
gesting that the rnģtistr women should be hĻded olr,.o .o hi. or..
Eleven vomen and their children; ingluding taģ Sale and Lady
rrl39nashten, were handed over to the care 

"i hė įĻil.;;g;Ä..
oddl .e1o1Ė with several oftįreir husbands, thuy *Įr. ot .rr"o*"y
to a_įitde fort in the hills, and fed that night on motton and rice.,
|r^ 

then Ņ fighting strength of the arrny was down to 3oo British'
If""oy, about 48o sqPoys, and r7o o.raĖ.yrn".', most of them frost_
bjttel, many snow-blind, many more without weapons or ammuni_
ti.on. They had passd through the first of the įeat passes, and
there were seventy miles to go.

By the end ofthe fifth day the last ofthe $qpoys were dead or
mis9in& and no baggage was įeft at aļl. For miles įrr. t ". *rJ tt i.r
Yj+ 9. co.rPse.s ofthe campfollowers. Perhaps Ī2,ooo p.opt hrd
{ied 

srlce they left Kabul, only a few thousand tndi*. .*r,ir.a, -dtĘ oįr ryP'." fighting_back were the rnen of the aath n giment*{ 9. iĖ !rt, Cavalry. They had passed .hrnogh tr,. i.įoia
and-third ofthePasses, and were fiftymifes fromJalahĒad.

on the sixth and seventh days the survivorJ struggled thĪoueh
the worst of all the ravines, $eJusauhk, an allegofiäĻ įr*ri,
defile, where the winding t ack pās.d bet*een imÄenr. iÄr?iį';
g-ras, 1d o1ļr a few *ggly Ėoily oala broke through;tį-;;
|Iere ghe.Asans had blocked th" *y with a barriĮr of pricklrr
ilex, six feet Ņgh. z't. soļdiers fell ur; it with th.ir brreī_anJJ,
wĘle a. fury o|fue was poured at them'from the ridges on ;,h.;;id"
and Ghilzai horsemen gruop.d mercilessly *oig them_scraĖ
Plinq 

frinticalļJ, 
"Y"l, 

with thęi &ost-bitten n"g..i dyirg il Ā;į
hundreds, until at last a gaP was made in th. ba.iiode ri,a iįaį ".,a mad nrsh ofhorsemen and foot+oldiers ttrrough it, a. no.r"'įor-in the shots flģ& T-d soldiers *r"tirio 't*.i"į.i'.r,Ļ

ĪĪo

Lws of Īvar '

frie.nds, and into the confusion the AĘhans frlling with their knives
and long swords to leave the snow sained with blmd, mashed
about with fmfalls, and littered with redoat bodies.

By the 
"ighth 

day the army had no commander. Summoned to a
conference at Äkhbat's clmpl EĻhinstone had been held there as a
hostage, and his soldiers nāve' ļaw him again. But by now there
was virtually 9 ar y either: only some rwenry officers and forry-
fiv_e B1itish 99ldiers hld survrved the slaughter in theJugdulluk. Āt
a hamlet calld Gandāmed< they found themselves surrounded by
Aģhans and caļled to a parley-a handful of emaciatģ exhausted
and mosdyunarmed Britons, with Capain Souter of the 44th wear-
ing the regimenal colours wound about his waist. It was a trick.
The soldiers were slaughterģ only half a dozen being taken pris_
oner. The only survivors ofthe army now, apart Ėom a few wan-der-
ing sepoys, were fourteen horsemen, who, by-passing Gandamaģ
had galloPed desperatģ towards Jalalabad_twenty miles away.

By the ninth day only six survived-three captains, a lieurenant
and two army doctors, one of whom, Dr Brydon, had already lost
his horse, and had been given a Pony by a wounded subahdar äfthe
native infantry-įtake my hors.i thā rrrdiro had saiģ 'and God send
you may get to Jalalabad in safety'. At Futtehabad, sixteen miles
fromJalalabaģ the officcrs forrrrd themselves kindly welcomed by
the villagers, who offered them lbod, and urged them to resr for a
while: two ofthem were murdered there and then, t},ree more were
killed as they fled the ģe.

13'
So there remainģ on January :r3, tL4zronly one suryivor of the
Kabul army_Surgeon Brydon, Army Medical Corps, grllŅng
desperately over the last few miles to Jalalabad, Aģhans all around
him like flies, throwing stones at him, swinging sabres, reducing
him in the end to the hilt of his broken word, which he threw
in a horseman's face. And quite suddenĻ in the early afternoon,
Brydon found himselfall alone. The AĻhans had faded away. There
was nobocly to be seen. Not a sound broke the cold air. He plodded
on throuģ dhe snow exhausted, leaning on the Pony's necĻ and
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pg*.dy h. saw in the distane the high mud uaįs ofJararabad,yt : UnionJack fly",g above. fre t k his forage caįfr"fi-hi,rt :9*rJ.e l g 1bo.rre tĻk his f"*r.;;
headand feeblyun"cį rĖ" fortess gates "P*J;;fr ri;Ä;
Im out t9 T! him; and so the retrĻt froĻ 

"uut,"-j*. n*i"r
Quen.vi'corit's imperial wars, o.me to its gnnd and terrible end.

'Did I not sav sof said C_olonel Ī)e.nni J,h., o-o nn*^Ļi_- f-^*

Tbe Sentimmt of b ire

fi{.I ļ9j'.y roį."id e,obneļ Dennie,;h; *r' watching from.-*ll^ (rl-- 
---- ^r t -the vralls. 'Her'e ogrcs tĮre messenge/.Į

r The British :o but vighin the year, spoiling SirJohn Kayc,s
avful ompletcness, b_ut bloving up the gro.t|a'r"o as a re įnder of their
osPļeasuĪe, ancl suMuing- the Aģhans until the ncxt Anglo-Afghan war,
9*y yoo later. Shah Shuja was s n murdered, ofcourse, üa et'f, ., JLai1 r847r_supposedly of poįon: but Dost Mohämmed was ,..rĮ*aīo 

-ti.

1ļ-.1T ** *, "* P|ved himselt as we shall later sce, 
" 

t.r. rri.iā iā Ļntrsh EEPiĪl. The Great Game soon rcvived, and provided perennial

Ņms and arguments for thc rest oftĮrc cen*ry.Ļ;āį';;ilil"fr;;,"
9l th.-o999Phe that .the vhole thing was unintelligible to me,, ĻcameFint Ī.orrd of the Admiral_ry and died a-bachelor i" ra;į. į;Įīįr'i-;rĮ".
di d in the ha ds of ŅĖar, who sent Ņ: Ņy to 1a.uua, ;J;į;f.įywrapped in aromatic bla kets and atterrded by thĮ general,s valet. Dr Brvdon
y9 sŅ męet again :.hi. s ony was last heard .iuy v? rāĮil"kįį;' 

'Ė;įä_lst īIįo' when hc vished 
:" FPh* a damaged iron fene upon his estatc in

Cromarty, was told that it.haā ** lį"rt g * unru"c.ssful jump by
Dr Brydon's famous pony, and had been left u'*PiJ t#;;;;ä š';
--_e Pļeasant but unconvincing fantary, Mr Linklater told me, for Brvdon didnot rcturn fro Īrrdia until rtco, wĖen tįre pony *ouu_t""ĮĻ;;ilĮ;yearsold. L '

Äs for thą Etreįlt frol. Ka}ul, tho_ugh l"rg.ly forgotten in Britain it isvividly remcmbeĪed in Af8hānisan: whcln i Ifu't ott *.a ,r'" .r-a, -į."from Kabul.toJaldabad u,ithan Äfghan *d"'i";;;; lbįä*-i ätready to,por1rt out the sites of the ,äg"d],, -įį iĮāīi ffi ;;pi"l,ļlläliä
one patriarch vhat vould haPPcT nooį ifä or.ign army inJad.äįī;* .Īhe same', he hissed betweeir the last of hi' t&į.

CHAPTER SIX

Merchant Venfu.irg

1|\N the otļer side of the world, on a sįrĪĪrmer day in those same
\r*uzr84os, there sits around a polished oak able a group of men so
far removed from the world ofAkhbar andtrlphinsion.f .o indįffer-
ent we mey suppose to the aims of evangelical imperialism, that
they might be living in another c.ntoryf or anotįĮer civilization.
Yetthey represent an imperial dynamic no less potent than stratery I

or philanthropy : profit.
There ere ten men in the room, with a secretary in attenciance,

and they-are sitting around the able as in a board ioom. They look
a gĪav but weat}rer-beaten lot, like businessmen hardened, and
mo,st of their faces are of a gaunt Scottish cast. The room is com-
fortably dignified. A log fire burns, and on a side-table are the minutes
of previous meetings, in large leather-bound volumes, with quill
pens, and botdes ofink, and sand-blotters. The hours päss in eamest
deliberation, expert and hard-headed, and the talk is oftrade per-
centages, available stocks, staff promotions, disgibution problems.
So",ģ, scratch goes thepen ofthe secretaĘIl pa$e afterpage across
the foolscap, and at the end of the session the ten men flā uį to sign
their nanes and ranks at the bottom of the page, in steady un-
ostentatious hands, beforefollowing their chairman throuģ the door
into the corridor outside-dovrn whiĄ when the door is opened, a
fragrance ofwine and roast victuals comfortably drifis.

They are in an elegant white house u1l'on a creek. Īt is made of
painted clapboard, and it has wide shuttered windows, a belfry over
the aģoining warehouse, gardens and outhouses behind: all around
thickets of trees run darkly to the creek, and to the wide islet-
specĮled lake which lies below. Īt looks an urbane and cory place_
a well-stocked, 'warm, carefirlly cherished place, where men can do

ĪI3,
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,//korrjo &ur- Ļ ār,/*?.ą/

FIlffiT;ffi Jäffi ffi;i,T*;.:,ffi t"ä*
ndi* of the Moghul'Empero*. crra i.,'ā.ĮĻįäĮrära", ä"*
a1<l precious.stones, this had once been the most maprriRĮenipala*
of the EasĻ-the envy ofrulers from Persia . cmnr;į-"nĮįä'itart
around, Īalled in red andstone; sited *i.l at *e.rp""lįĻĮ"r
astnologers, T"ą"i3"1Td strategists. This uns qil"-i_il;b.*cĻ
{o*3.9 Citadel, oila-Mr$lį the Exalted 

-Ėort' ;PP;;hĻ
.thr eh-thehigh vaulted arcaĻ ofthe ChaaChaĄ *Ļ*į',r," -įaba1ds plged lvc time9 daily in the Ropl o*o,-rrļ.-_ äĻ
ambassado s of the nations įrostrated ahonr.lrr., ln tt. oi*"rr-i_
Am before the Shadov, of God.

. H:* the royal ladi,es looted through their griled urindovs ro see
the Stneam of Paradise rippting .hį"gh i marble 

"n"rį įĮr"lIT' b Y*l,iP { jn *e coppaaāmed mosque "i.t. įĮ
Mas;td, here in the Golden Tower above the river įhe Emperor on
:.r.'noy4 occasions $eeted his people f* b.lo*, ;ā-h.į-i"^.;.
Divan-įKhas was the very cruciĖb įr*'" Moghlļl B*pįą;hi;"
mar.bĘ ceiĘg.d in silver, 

-with 
water running 

_.h;gh'ioä*r
conduit, and on its dais the Peacock Thronį it'.ti lnuia *iį
9" :Š of sapphires, rubies, emeralds and pearls; g*rJJ Ļjeo,elld peacocks and a parrot carved Ėom a .ir,gr";āā-rĮL
Red Fort \ as one of the great masterpieces of riiediaeval r"ruJiĮ
!.Įf tb'r' be a P adise on emtb,said tīie famous ir...iPdį;;bo;
its Diwan_įKhas,it is bm, it is bere, įt is bne.

2
In 1857 there still lived in this marveflous prace the rast ofthe Mog-

zrg

CHAPTER ELEVEN

The Epic of the Race

Tbe Epic of, tbe Rau
hul monarchs, Bahadur S-hah Zafar. By now the palace vas only a
parodv of its,own qplendours. Īyith the crumbled mass of its ied
sandstone, with its audience chamters strippeģ of their glories and
the overgrown lawns of its Life Bestowing_Gardens, itĻs hke a

ryļc lom some dimly remembereĄ hall:legendary golden age. Yet
Bahadur, a powerless pensioner of the British, *įsįtitl the titrrļar

lfrq- of Delhį The British pieferred it so. When they found it
legally or tactically convenient, they could refer to him as rhe em-
bodiment of traditional power, or claim to be acting as his constitu-
tional successors. Their rqxesentatives visited him with formaļ re_
qpeą entering his presence barefoot or with socks over tĮeir boots,
and until the r85os presenting a ceremonial bag of gold, te naz,ar,
in tribute to the Ruler of the Universe. Bahadur, *ho *", very olģ
acc.ordingly įived in a phantom consequence. He was an eastern
moharch of the old kinģ fuil but dignified. His face was finedrawn
and long-nosed; he was bearded to the waist like a king in a per-
sian miniature; he wandered about his palace leaning on a long staff.

He was a Poet, a schoĘ a valetudinarian, and believed himself
to_Possess maģ powers.l He distributed charms and shadowy
privileges. By his authoriry a royal bulletin was issued each day, re-
porting events inside the sorry court as might be chronicled the
affairs of a Jehangir--or a Victoria. He waį surrounded still by
swĮįrms of servants, and attended by many wives and unnumbered
children, and at the Lahore Gate his personal bodyguard,2oo strong,
was quertered under its British commander. To many millions āf
people, especially lvtuslims, he was still the true ruler oflndia: and it
was- Įs a ruler that he bore himself stiil, conscious,of his heriage
and deeply resentful of the changing world outside.'A melancholy
red-stone notion oflife', EmilyEden had called it.

Bahad r Įived altogethel at įhe mercy of the British. They paid
him a zubsģ of {zoo,ooo a yeįrr, but they had effec,tually remāved
the centre of Indian life &om his cour,t to their own capial at Cal-
cutta. They did not even bother to keep European troops in Delhi,
so unimportant a badcwater had it become, and it was administered
as a provincial city like any other. Sometimes they thought Bahadur

_ t F91insairce he thougĘ wmngly as it proved, that in time of necessity
he,could turn himselfinto a house.fly.
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Tbe, Grooing Conyiction

should Ļ removed too, to somewhere less historically suggestive,

Įtt fo1 the timebeing they let him say. They had, 
"ftĻ "'lffid. iįclear lhat upol hig death the imperial tide must lapse, so that in a

r"- h".*.r. already no more than a ghost or a memory, an emPeĪor
in themind.

Early on the moming of May rr, rg57 this monarc"h soiiitant was
ftting-in his private aparments overlooking the river when he
heard the noise ofa crowd-shouting and jostĘ in the du'ty qP"".
b.loor, *ļ* petitioners.habitua y ,Pi.=*d įo or.i įi;ii;'į;;
and jugglers or dancing rear.s so etimes performed fo. the,Ļį _

entertainment It was Ramadan, the Muslim month of fasę, wĖcn
temP rs were always testy, and the combination of heaą Ė*r...Ąydol.Td religious äl *r, traditionally ilbd ;frfi;:
- 

Tļe old.king sent for the commandef är hi' gĮ.'d, crpain
įougl1,.wh9.stepped out to a balcony to stoP tĒ. di't*bĻ...
lhgr. belou, Ķm, between 

-fu p"ll* rr,ā th. broad sluggi'h 
"*..pof theJumna, were hundreds oflndian soldiers, *.. on"[orr.b"Ą

some on foot, in the grey jackets and shakoes of the C.ompany
servicą dusty from a longjourney, their horses lathergd, wavingĻį
swords_and caĮing for Bahadur. Douglas shouted to them to"-o*
3way, 

fo; theywere disturbing the king, and after a time theywent:
but an hour or two later the noise began again, fiercer *d ,J..
this tim9, and shots Īang out beyond tl. pil"o valls. there were
{Bry shouts, a fire crackled somewherer-women screamed, hoofs
clattereģ and suddenly there burst into the royal p...in.t' ,ĻuuĖ
of cavalr;rnren, !Ąg'feux&-jotc and shoutinģ .iurtartry. .n'a
therrr a no_rs_'1mob ofsepoys and ruffians from tĒe baza*, ,Ļįiāā
$it11d dirry grey, "Ņ into the palace. Some ran upstairs to
Ęuglas s quarters, and finding him thįrc with rwo oth.r^BnelisĻ
men and.two Englishwomerr, murdered them all. rhe ohĀ
ry*.,hr"Fh *e.pālae: bra1di9hing their swords, sinģ5 ār
umply t ng down exhausted on their palliasses in the Hall ofÄudi_
eĪre.

The tenified old tr<ing retreated farther and farther inro the re-
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.cesses of his private quarters, but presently the leaders of tįre mob
found him. Far from harming hh, they prostrated tlemselves at
his feet They were rebelling, tJrey said, not against the Moghul
monarcĻ but against the rule ofthe English, and they asked hiį as
Light of the'World to assįļme the revolutionary command. Bahadur
did not know what to do. He was sĮrĪounded by advisers-Hasan
Ansari his spiritual grid., Hakirn Ahsanullah his physician, Ghulam
Abbas his lawye his sonqMoghul, Khair Sultan,Abu Baļa. He was
not a nlan for quick decisions. He was old, he said, and infirm. He
was no more than a pensioner. While he prevaricated, a messenger
was posted to the British Lieutenant-Governor at Agra, forry miles
away, in the hope that tļre Raj might resolve the issue by sending a
rescue force: but as t'he hor:rs passed and nobody cĮme, as the muti-
neers dossed dovrr in the palacą and their leaders pressed for an
answer--as the sounds of looting and burning came from the city,
with random musket-fire, and eįlosions, andĻterical laughter-
as the princes whiqpered in one ear, and Ghulam Abbas in another,

22Ī
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Tbe Groning Conpiction j

and the soldiers stumblod in one by one bareheaded to reeive the
royal.blessing--as no urord came 

-from 
the British of .omfort *

punishment, and there :Ņ in the kind'pmr old mnā,;ī"*d
per.Ęs by all that martial.by"t 

_y, 
*-" inī9rit"a pride ofth" rraāg_

huls-some time that evening, 
"tĻ a"r , rr "a*ļr,r āp*rTr.a,

end eosumed the supreme Äa ,y,u"riĮ ieadershiį ār.f," įJiĻ
Mutiny. At midnight his soldiers greeted tii* u* ä r1-gr ; ;"

4
But it was not a national revolution at ail. The Indian Mutinv. or
9" tp"y 

'W',ar as the Victorians often called it,;r; ;;įĻ
decisive events ofBritish imperial history, which *. 

" 
*,l į-i *Ē'

manner_and P Pose of the Empir., y"t it was įimited in .ä. Āa
P"fu'Š *..9Ņg-.Īt had been smouļdering fo. y*įr" įā.r,
intentions in India became more radical, motre eernest and more
id9ologicat. Ī[e have seen how, under the'influenoe of.the *n į-
cal.movement, the British conceived the ambition nir.-*our-&rlg
Ff"j9 r" inage o1'ttr.i1.<i*ir_desĻ; 

ļow.vrc see, in the fragile
įdecisive Įrrson of the King of De i, *.;n*iauį..""tior.-att
1Jre 

conqrrests and conflicts oĪt*o centuries had led at last to thiį,
T ,,Y jr'*Ī Fily to be decided wļich were tįre .*"g;r, .h"
l:ddt* lo lties and traditions of India, or the new dyn"ariric of
Victoria's Britain.

The British hįd nrade many enemies in India bv theĻ develoD_
i1g fogmatism-vhat.SirJdo Outram, one of ,į";*-c;;_
tlretic of their admįnistraĮors; ceļled 'tįe crusading, i-Pi";į;
Ņrit of_the past t'wenty-five years'. There *....n" io oioou.rį
39rg tfie princes, so many ofwhom had been humiri".ą įā Jį
had been especially inT"'d by Dalhousi"'' do.t i".;ii ;īh;;;
were enemies among the Brahmins, whose suPremacy oio.t aį-
pended upon a series of shibboleths and assumptions now beino
sy.stematically discredited. Religious leaders.r.nt d th. rJ".*;?
Christian missionaries, and th! an9gant ,.r..įor, įy il_Itį;
Nicholson and the Lavrences that Chistianity contaiįd the onlv
T*.'9.9:ryPPļ: of all sorts rankled *ä.. ,L. gr"*i"į;-
clusivrty of the British, fostered prtly by better communications
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and the arrival of that archetypal snob, the memsfib. Colder and
older the rulers were withdrawing into their cantonments and
clubs, to clampthernselves within f-*a of r-"*r.r 

"iJ;pig+ticfting, gossip and prof*sional ambition,which shut tįrem ofi'
from Indian lįfe outsidą and nnade therrr more and more @ntemPtu-
ous ofit: by 1852, when the young Frederick Roberts reached tndir,

9le -9f-the 
sights of i'llahabad was the ļast of the hookah+moking

Ēnglishmen, once farniįiar figures of Anglo,krdian life_he had ā
seryant called his bookaĻbmdmjust to look after th. pip..

That the British were powerful.everyone knew. ihetr iqbaĮ was
forrrridable. But therē were signs that they were not infalļļbl;. Kebut
in r84z had not been forgotien, and nrmours vere noĪ reaching
krdia ofBritish reverses in the rimEan War, whidr had broken ouī
in 1854.r The British were ludicrously thin on the krdian ground-
in 1857 there were 34rooo European soldiers to z57rooo IndiĻs-and
they depended for their sec.urity, as any percĻieirt native could
see, ullon theIndiąns themselveš,..pr".ėnt d by.h" sepoysoithe
C,o pany armircs. Out of this ground-swell of disilluiion, signs
,and portents bubbled. Prophecies were recalled, legends ,"r*.i-
atedr. secĪet messages circulatģ and there were whiqpers of
conqPracy.

Among the sepoys there were already special reasons for dis-
affection. Īn earlier times a sense ofbrotherly trust had characterized
the regiments, and a family spirit bound British officers and Indian
soldiers alike. Now many of the oficers had wives and c-hildren in
Īndią and they found it easier to live the sort of life they might lead
atfi me in Englanģ to the ęxclusion of their men. Tirougī many

9ffice 
s would still swear blindly by their soldiers, and stand Ę theÄ

in any emergencĪl many of the sepoys felt a less absolute loyalty to
their commanders. The f'aPPort had falterģ and the British knew
far less than they thought about ttre feelings of their Indian troops.

r How merciful vas the Great Ruler of all worlds, wrote General Sir
Garnet Wolseley in retrospcct, to end the Crimean War before allowing the
Iirdian Mutiny to beģ_'we should have manfully faced the double mis-
forhrne, but it must have very seriously strained our iesourcesr. .As it was,
many_rcgiments came direct from one campaign to the other, feeling less than
grateful, one ayimaģE to the Grc1Ruler.

223



Tbe Groning Cotrpiction !

Lr particular they were out of touch with rovements within 'the
BeĪļgal Arrry.

Most of the Company sepoys were Hindus, for the three armies
were allļased in predominantly Hindu areas. The men of the Ma_e: *d.romlar armies were drawn from all classes and many
regions, but the BeĪlgal aĪmy was more homogeneous. Not onģ
were its tPo-ys mostly of hiģ caste, but they nearly all came froÄ
Ņ: pd4g regions, noably the recentlį-anne.xed kingdom of
oudh. Men like tļe Lawrences early saw the dangers inhĮrent to
this q tem. The Bengal sepoys were clannish, āste_ridden and
susceptible.John Lawrence tlought they should be supplerrentedĻi,
Sikhs and Muslims. Generaļ J. B. Hearsey, .o*ā*l'*g the Pres_
idency Division of Bengal, believed the army should seĮ about re.
ooi ng Christians Ėom the Middle nast, liala1ą Chiną or even
South America_'but they must be Christians, Ļd then-TRuSr
can be reposed in them--.

Yet in the officers' .o.d,of the B.ngpl army there was little
įļneįse. Most officers refused to believe rePorts of subversion, and
retained the affectionate trust in their m"i thrt was a ritish'ir,rili-
ary tradition.

The new Enfield rifle, with which the company arrries were about
to be re-eq_uipģ, used greased cartridges which must be bitten
oryn to release their powder. Half the grease o,as animal tallow
and it was thickly srieared on the o"äaģ.'. rr.ryī ,efih;
T-:* ry Ņogh the Bengal sepoy regiments tlrat Įh" gr.r* *r'
made pardy fol-pi-gr, abominable to Muslims, and pitĻ rrom
cows, sacred to Hindus. This was a device, it was *Hrp.i"d. bv
vhich the British meanr to defile the sepoy, or break lrir ort .bJ-
priv{ of hi1oy. dgr*, he would bemore or less forcibly con_
verted to Christianity aod used aš. cannon-fodder wher"nĻ the
British needed him.

These rumours had reached tįre Government at Calcutta as earlv
sJ-anuary, 1857. Mutinies were not uirknown in the Indian 

"*ri" ,
and action was pro įPt The factory_greased cartridges, it.įļ
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ordered, węre to be used only by European tĪoops' and the se?oys
'were to gpease their own with beeswax and vegeable oil. rįt it
\ as too late. By now the sepoys had convinced trhemselves that
the cartridge-greese was only one of a series ofperfidies. Ät the end
of March a,young soldier of the 34th Nativį hfur.J., M-gal
Pande, sationed at Barrackpore under General Hearsey's command,
ra amok and.shot at his Ē_rrropean sergeant-major on the parade-
ground. The Adjutant et once moįrnted his horse and galloped to the
scene, but Pande shot the horse beneath him, and as the Englishman
disentangled hirnse]f from the harness, fell upon him withį sword
and severģ wounded him. There then arrived on the parade ground,
as in some tragicpageant, General Hearsey himselĘ, mounted on his
charger and accompanied not only by his two sons, but by tĮre en-
tire garrison guard-all advancinS sternfaced and indomiable,
upon the confused yo-ung sepoy: The general rode direcdy towards
him, a son on either flank, and Pande stood with his musket loaded
ready to fire. 'There was a shot' reported the young Frederick
Robertsr who was there, 'the whisde of a bullet, end a man feli to
the ground-but not the General! It was the fanatic sepoy himseĘ
who at the last moment had discharged the contents of the musket
into-his ownbreast.'

Poor Pande did not die at o:rcą surviving to be hanged in public,
but his nalĪre vent into the English langrri'ge: 'landf became tįre
British Army's nickname first for a mutineer of 1857, and later for
the krdian soldier in general. His regiment was disbanded, its fate
being publiģ proclaimed at every miliary station in India, but the
efu was not what the British intended. The 34th achieved a kind
of martyrdom among the sepoys, and within a few weeks there
occurred the next act of what seems in hindsight an inexorable
tragedy. At Meerut, north of Delhi, eighty-five oop..r of the 3rd
Light Cavalry refused to obey orders. They'were coĮrrt-il]āĪdelled,
sentenced to ten years'hard labour eaĄ and publiģ degraded at
a parade of the whole Meerut garrison. This was done with ritual
solemnity. The garrison was drawn up in ranks around the parade

Found. Commanding the scene was a regiment ofEuropean soldiers,
ready for any trouble, and a battery ofartillery with loaded guns. The
r utineers were paraded under a guard of riflemen. Their sentences
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were read alouģ.their uniforms weĪe strippcd &om them, and oh to
the parade ground adrranced the smiths and armourers, with ham-
mers, shacĮles and cheins. In a terrible silence th. Ļoiron, "iattention, watched while the chains were riveted on. sĮmetimes a
prisoner cried aloud for mercy. sometimes there was a mutter in the
sepoy ranĶ- It t ok more than an hour, and,when at last the parade
rvas dismissedr-the prisoners marched offto'their cells and thĮ regi_
ments returned to their ouerters. a heaw sense ofsorrnrir hr,.o ^ā.ments returned to their qĮļerters, a heavy sense ofsorrow hung ovĻ
'thecamp. Y*o" sepoyJwętin shock Ļdd"qP"ir, and atleaiįon.
of Ņ rngli9h subaļtems, the future General sii uugh C,ouģ, .was

weakenoughaLnosttosharetheirsorrov/.r - - 
_' f.

_ _ 
Īt was Sunday next_day:Įay Īo, 1857 and all seemed quiet in

Meerut. Rumours reached the British officers of restressnesi in the
town bazaars, and theie appeared to be a shortage ofdomestic ser-
vants in the cantonment that day, but morning and afternoon
passed peacefulĻ and in theevening the EuropeanĮoldiers polished
their boots, brasses and badges as įsual for įhurch p.*dė. Th.n
T{*I *Ņļg, soon after five o'clock, Meerut eŅoded. sud_
dgnly throlgh the cantonment armed sepoys were furioisly running
shoo'ting,.l ting, dancing, leapins "u"īi;' r*c,Į.Įilfiff;
huts and bungalows, flļ"prlg I lry tlrough thĮ nes, ot ing
,^r* : magazines, dŅo1rsļr releasing the men ofthe 3id cavalį
from tļreir shackles and chains. A mob Ėom the bazaars followeä
them, ąugmented by convicts freed from the ciry prisons, and police_
e o_Ēduty. Many of the sepoys tried to protā.t the officeį and

their famiļies, but the crowd sqiePt through the cantonment like a
whirlwind, mT|ering EuropeansĻd IndiĻs a ke, and leaving tĮre
whole ca p ablaze, with clouds of black smoke hanģg ori.h.
:".l-.g *r.rtr ground was įittered with co1pses, soĻeīorribly
h."*d ,ĘE r* smashed furniture, with wĻpons and chaned
clothing and piles of ash.

In a frenzy ofpassion and fear the mutinous cavalrymen grllnp.d

į He was one of the fev British offiers to fąr the worst, and perhaps his
iT:-.j. ļ*dtary: his _grea uncle was Lord Gough, Ļnq,ri;. är.įr"
Sikhs, his father was a Bengal civil servant, his elder broĮher was'an offcer of
the.8th Bengal 9"ary, and he himselfwas to spend forty more y*r' i;įh;
Įndian Army, before dying in r9o9t as Keeper ofthe crovnjewels. '
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out of Meerut into the night, in scattered gĪouPs. Some still wore
their higĮ'feathered shakoes and their cross-belted scarlet jackets:
sole Ęd gqt out of their uniforms and thrown away their weaPons'
After them hastened hundreds of infantr5rmen, in field grey^. All
assumed, as their passions cooled, that the British dragooni sta.
tioned at Meerut would soon be after them, but wļen thĮy bft the
blaze.of the cantonment behind, and hurried away down the Delhi
road, they une4pe .ctedly.left t}re noise and tļre excitement behind
them too, and were presenģ passing through silent sleŅng vil_
lages. Nobody followed them. it wal a brigĒt moonlit 

"iįt i "namost of the horsernen rode to Delhi almost without stopping.

_ 
By eight o'clock next morning the first of th.*,.rorr.įįhelnriag.

9f Boąts across:theJumna, within sight of the Red Fort: and pauĮ_
ing to kill a passing Englishman, our on his morning exercise, and

-'.qng fire to tįre toļ-house at the lower end of the bridge, almost
before the Kir-rg ofDelhi had finished his breakfast they hādarrived
at the-dusty-sPace below the walls of the palace, and wĮre calling for
Bahadur Shah

The Mutiny was a muddle. It had no coherent strategy and no
enunciated pulpose, and what symbolic leadership it had came from
Delhi. There most ofthe Europeans were quickly slaughtered. Whole
families died. All the composirors of a newspaper were killed as a
matter of principle, and nine British officers in the arsenal blew it
and thėfiiselves up when ordered to surrender'in the King,s namer.
The few gurvivors fled the ciry, some to be murdered in the country-
sidą some to reach safety ioĮ.gra or Meerut; and do Delhi became
oncemore, at least in pretension, the capital of a Moghul Empire.

The king's heart was scarcely in the revolution, and he corisoled
himself by writing melancholy verses in his garden, but around him
the forrrs of an administration were erected, and he was obliged to
act the emperor. Proclamations vere issued in his name, ,.gi.r.rt,
ur-ged to mutiny under his royal aegis-'large rewards andhiįh rank
will be confered by the King ofKings, the Crntre ofproqperity, the
King ofDelhi'. A ruling council was constiruted, six elected ,oldi...
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to look after miliary m*ters, four civilians as pubric administia-
tors. A Commanaer-in-ctrierwas 

"PP"i"..ą 
*d il ,h;įĀ;;r.

n-rade generals. The king p^rocessed thro,rgir *. 
"i.y 

.il.' * Įi'
elephant, and in his namį.Ņ wrs req'risiti**r r"i*" į-p" *a
city bankers were persuaded to pay theĻ,

But it was all a sham.'The_kingdid not trus1the sePoys, and tĮey
soon lost their reqpect for him. īhey camped 

"u 
*Ļhļī.r*.a

gardens, treated'him as they pleased and ignored ti' amJļoį *_
quests. Thousands more mutinįrs poured inio oelhi ;;.r,h;;;Ė,
::T;TT T.Ir-g oyer the briāge of boats.with baniaī piffi
1o,tta8s Ąrtng, bu3 the-cigy r9mained in disorder. stop. *.r. ioo:č

11...., T.r..stripped, drunken lrrdian officers roistįred through
the streets. Business Īras at a standstill. The neiehbourine coun Ļ_
19: y.:.*"lrd byĮandits *d -bb"o Īr,ffiilJä;f",h;ffi;
wrthin his red-valled fortress, Bahadur sat hŅess and de nndent.
ļris 

tr1sury *:. 
..-lty,_ and around him his^s.rrrpįlniā=,rfuį_

19rs 
a1d generals ineffe-ctiwely bickered; They had iįiĻą he said, a

kingdom that had lasted forfive centuries. Sometimes h" tt.otėnĻ
to abdicate, or to kill himseĘ or to retire to Mecca f".-;;;. B".
th9r k9nt him there uporr his shadow-throne, and almost ,h";Ļ
solace he found vas in his ever gloomier,..r1 -__---

Cļotbcd inmy htriaĮ sbut I sbaĮĮ spnd
.fuI1renainĘday in tbc adasion ofsonc gmfun.l

This was the nearest the Indian mutineers had to a command
:.LF, an organization, or even an objective. For the rest the re_
bellion, which spread murderously from sation ,o 

'oai* *roįnrr-
out nortįrern Indi:, burnt sporadiāĻ and hąPhaz,rdĻ". il;;iiį;
Pru.rce1T9 r{r*jafu stayed cautiäusly aoot ana Į'... **iį
senior Indian gffi:: to direct opration.. Th. only -rr-;; ;.*r;
Y"q to get rid of the British Raj, and įįere were no concerted plans
for a replacement By the middle ofJune, rs5n thĮ ffi;h į;äi;;;
tfierr authonty in most of the ccntral provinces, a slab of country

"''1]P:Ą:" 
p*t,h generally was, so Tfu Tinctcorrcspondent.ĪI..H.

KusseĮ reported severelY to his readersr'r.ther erotįc a'a *".. i" rriį.rrĻ."
ofsubject'.
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extending from the borders ofRajasthan in tļre west tq Bihar in the

rst. Everywhe.re else, though, they rerrrained in commanģ and
they demonstrated soon eaough that it was only a matter oiai*.
Ļfor. the rebellion was Put doĪrn.

But from rrrithin the_ mutinous region tenible reports emerged.
Whole communities had vanished. It was like a cauldĻn in the id-
dle oflndią and to the British in the other provinces, and even more

.to 
th9 British at hornE-life in the war zoneįeemed to have collapsed

into inmrnp_rehensible nightr_rrare. Two places only, besides oįt},i,
impressed their condition upon the horrified world-Lucknow the
capital of Oudh, Cawnpore on the Ganges: and the names sf these
two Īndian cities, hithęrto so obscure, were nov to become en-
graved foreverin the imperial memory.

7
raĻdur 9{ |ri1 

amļry a art, tlre only eminent Indian prince openly
to throw in his lot with the mutineers was the titular hįir m *įt ..
ancient dynasty, suMuęd by the British long beforą but still proud
o|.1* and or1gin. Īf : King of Delhi offered a qĮuse orĖyalty
chiefly to-.thē Muslims oflndia, Nana Sahib ofCawnpore, th. rdop
ted son ofthe lastofthe Mahrata rulers, wasthe cloįst the HindĻ
had to an emperor. To his people he was the peshwa, successor to all
the Mahratta gļ9ries, but to the British he was only tlre Maharajah
ofBithur, a small toĪm on the Ganges some ten miies above caĪrn-
pore-; fg hq was living ih exile, and was denied all dignities like
royal salutĄ seals, o1 ceremonial gifts. The British k pt , jealous
watch.upon him, as the possible fulcrum of a Mahratta ievival, and
he could not travel without their perrrission, or even appear in
public without an E:rglishman at his side.

They liked him, though. He was not a very striking man, far-
tish, middle_a gengrsallow. But he was hoŅable and geierous, .was

fond ofanimals, and frequentĻ entertained the officers of the Cavn-
pore gamson in his somewhat eccentric palace, half oBulence, half
-. r.k, beside the river at Bithur. It was true that he was known

to cherish a grudge against the East Īndia Company, who refused to
pay him aioyal pension, and it was noticeable that he would nerer

zzg



Tbe Groning Wctįon l ''

accept the garrlson's hospialityinretum for hisown. But theBritiqh
did not Īesent thesg Errnptoms of wounded pride. Thw rather ęrr-
joy"d h! comPany, relished nļmouls ofhis unorthodoxļex [f., ,"d
trusted him fu enough to let him visit all the mļlitary stations
uryn the Grand Trunk Roaģ and to mingle freely with tįe officers
ofthe garrisons. 

^&.*Porą a toĪrĪį of some ĪJoro@ people, was one of the most
important of'those stations. Here the Granā Trunk Road was cros-
sed by the road fromJhansi to Lucknour, and here too was one of the
principal crossings of the Ganges. Thąr" wās a sizeable British
commŅty in the town, and a garrison offour sepoy regiments wfĮh

lEuropean artillery battery. The news ofthe Meerut rising.reached
Cawnpore on May 14, r85n but for a week nothing much hāppened.
Only a vague premonition ran through the cantonmen#sems-
thing indefinite and alarming overshadowed the minds of allr, No-
body seriorrsly ģorrght th9ląst of the Mahratas would ally himself
with the ļast of the Moghuls, and anyway the garrison īras gcm_
ma1dei bĮ : higlļly respected sir Huģ Īrheelēr, whose wife was
Indian, and who had bęen fighting battles in India on and offfor half
a_centįļry. Still, Īndians and Europeans eyed each other guardedly,
tļr. son""y kęt their guns weĻgreasud, ,od ĪrĄeele/s=apnts in
the town kept a steady strežįm of intelligence flowirig intį treaa_
querters.

-. 
Thegeneral decided that while he would do nothing so rash as to

disann his sepoys, he would at least prepare a refuge for the British
community in casė the worst occįrrd. He chose two hoŅtal bar-
racks on the edge of the cantonment. He did not think Äutineerc
would actually dare to attack the place, when the crunch cįme, so
he diĮ not fortĘ it very strongly, merģ throwing two low earth-
works around the buildings; and he felt s re that heĻ would soon'come 

fromllsewhere anyway, so he did rot orro.t*Ė it with pro-
visions (h"ppily accepting, thorrgh, the regimental messes, cheerfirl
contribuiions ofwine and beer). 

-

PresentĻ Nana Sfib, who was allowed to mainain a small

Ņrg,Trd of cavalrymen and eĘhants at Bithur, approached his
F:.re _h 

the garrison and asked ifhe could heJp. wqulā the English
ladies, for example, anre to ake refugp with hi į at Bithur? or cĮuu
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he arrd his men help to keep, things quiet in Cawnpore? The general
preĖned the second offer to tįre first one of his įroblems was the
defence ofhis treasury, which lay awkwardly, like the commissariat
at l(abul, well outside the canronment lines. Perhaps, he zuggested,
His Highness would cere to reinforce the sęoy guard there with
some ofhis own men?Nana Sahib agreedatonce, moved into C,awn-
pore with joo men and a couple ofrrremonial guns, and setded in a
bungalow between the treasury and the magazine. General Wheeler
was delighted-_hę was proud of his Indian sympathies. 'It is my
good fortune in the present crisisr' he reported to the Governor-
General, '.that I am well known to the whole Native Ärmy as one
who, although strict, has everbeen just and considerate to them. . . .

Pardonr,my Lord, this apparent egotism. I state the fact solely as
accounting for my success in preserving tranquilliry at a place like
Cawnpore.'

Poor'Wheeler! His success Īras illusory, and brief. OnJune 3, his
informers told hirn that a rising was imminent, and all the women,
children and non-combatants made for the new entrenchments.
Almost at once, as if in response, the sepoys rioted, firing their
pistols at nothing in particula setting fire to buildings, and then,
ignoring the Europeans crouched within their flimsy fortifications,
rushing off helter.skelter towards the Treasury. They had no
troublewith theNana's soldiers, and loading the treasure into carts,
and grabbing the munitions from the magazine in passing, and re-
leasing aļl the'convicts from the town gaol, and setting fire to all
the documents in the public record office, off they set in modey
triumph up thė crand rrunk Road to Delhi.

Now'the Na a showed his colours. Nobody knows whether he
had been in league with the sepoy leaders from the start, whetier
they impressed him into the cause, or he incited them. It used to be
suggested that he was the qpider behind the whole web of the Indian
Mutiny, and that his visits to miĮitary stations were intelligence
missions. 'Whatever the truth, less than zo miles along the Delhi
road the mutinous sepoys halted and returned to Cawnpore, where
they apparently placed themselves under the Nana's command:
and:next day 'lVheeler received a letter from the Nana himself
warning the British quixotically that he was about to atack their
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entrenchmenn The European ofiqs hurrid into the refuge;"guns
were primed and ndĘgs str,engthened; at noon onJuneĻ rī57
the first mund fell into the hoqpial barracks, and the 

'Įg. ofc"#_
Pore gan.

Įhis pathetic action'was to enter the mythology of the Empire.
In the mid-Victorian era uromanhood waļ eb"iįed .o , ,nyrai"
Pļan9 of rn runity, and the vision of Ēuropeanwomen and įheir
childrcn violated or m,rdered by mutinous .rffi*r toriched aavis-
tic chords of frrry. In contemporary picrures the siege ofCawnporE
whic.h was to have a luri! e ding, was painted in aįpa[ingtyiuria
colours. E .y sępoy is bl"d., wild_eyed ana uood-iaineĮj &ery
English mother is youn5 timią qpotless, terrified, and clutches to
Ą* !TT, " 

baby still immaąrlatģ pantalooned.It was above all
the killing of women and children thįt honified the public, when
news of the Mutiny reached England: and of all the fearfut tales of
the rising' the story ofcawnporewas the most ofien andperhaps the
mostenjoyablyretold.

\Mheeler's entrenchment vas ļn open ground about half a mile
tr 9: Ģanges-a treeless place without-a flicker of greerr, Ļh.r.
llack birds-of prey circld always ov.erheaģ and the Ļ a*t g"t
into everything. Here the British were besieged for eiehteen d;vs.
There were about a thousand of them, including 3*"*o*.n Äd
children. The two buildings were small shgb.štory blocks with
verandahs, and the arrangements (wrote Kap, hiĻorian of the
Mutinyas hevas oftheAĘhan \Į/ar)'violated all the deerrcies and
proprieties _of life, ąrrd shocred the modesty of . . . *o**iy
nature'. Inded all the ferrrinist elements necessary to such a vĖ
torian drama were present at cawnlnre. severar babies were born
during the siege. I .ry yr l wedding- Children played among the

-guns, 
mothers pathetically kept up their journals. 

'Stockings"end

lingerie' rere co lmendeered to proride waāding for damageä guns
(thc gentlewomen ofCawnpord as IGye says,.Ļrre upp.ilrpi,r"
most cherįshed omponents of their femirrine 

"ttir. 
oimproĮ *.

ordnane . . .).
Fr!- t*gh ļt ,od like a parody in contemporary accounts, it

was all too rcal. There yas Plentr of ammtrniįon, įot *" -*-missariat supply was eccerrtric, and in the first da1.s of the siĻ one
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saw private soļdiers drinking champagne with their tinned herrings,
cll ru with their puddings. Later everyone got a single meal a day,
of qplit peas and flour, sometimes supplemented by horsemeat
(though some ladies could not reconcile themselves', we are told,
{to this unaccustomed fare). The sepoys never stormed the position,
but they kept,,rp 

" "orrt"nĮ 
fire ofmušketry and artill.ry, 

"ight 
anā

d"ya ,p that the British never got eny rest,..qreĪe rlways rĮ th.Ļ guno,
and were forced to make constant sorties to keep theenemy at ā dis-
tance. Every day there veĪe mor casualties, and as the tension in-
cr,eased, the food ran short, the bombardment relentlessly continued
and the sun blazed mercilessly on, several PeoPle Īrent mad. Ēvery
drop of water had to be fetched from a well outside the entrench-
ment, and rnan after man was shot getting it. Another well was used
for the disposal of,corpses: the dead were laid in rows upon the
verandahs, and when night fell tĮey were dragged away from the
steps, feet first.

The temperature rose sometimes to r38 degrees Fahrenheit,
the guns weĪe too hot to touch, and several men died of sunstroke.
On June rz the thatched roofofone ofthe barracks caught fire,
and the building was burnt ro ashes, through which the men of
the 4znd Regiment raked with their bayonets, hoping to find their
campaign medals: all the medical supplies were lost in the blaze, and
the survivors were forced to draw in their defences, and huddle in
the single building left. Poor'lVheeler was now disrraught. 'V/e want
aid, eid, aid!'heŲrote in a message smuggled across t]re river to tļe
British garrison at Lucknow. 'S*ģ'we are not to die like rats in a
cage? ĪVhen hiš own son Godfuy was killed_'Here a round shot
came and killed young Wheeler', recorded a graffito,'his brains and
hair are scattered on the wall'-the old general was broken, and
lay on his mattress all day long in tears.

By now the place was .full of halĖstarved children, sic.k and
wounded womeā, men blindģ insāne, or heĻlessly apathetic.

June r7thļ reor-ded one young Englishwomads diary, 'Aunt Lilly
died. June r8th. Ulrcle Ī/illy died. June 22nd , . . George died.

July 9th. Alice died. July rzth. Mamma died'.l Yet on June z3 the
most detenĪįined rebel assault was beaten oĘ and after thirteen days

r And she died herselfonJuly 15.
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of siege therc was reached a kind of sale-mate_ The sępoys Ļere
too timid to take the plae by storm, but too impatient to'štarve it
into submission. orrJune z5 a solitary Eurasian woman, bąĪefoot,

.h 1baĻin her ar:ns, appeared o, the flat ground Ļfore the en_
trenchments, holding a flag of truce. They carriea her halĒ,fainting
o19r the_ramp{Ļ and she piesented an envelope ceremoniously
addressed to'The Subjects ofHer Most Gracious U"j"*ty, auee;
Victoria'.

TheNanawas oftring FIļns.'All thosewho arein no way con-

ry.td with the ag-ts ofiird Dalhousģ his unsigned ."rrģ *,
'and 3r9 

willing to laydourn their arms, shall receive a safe p-asĻe
to Ällahabad'-roo miles away, and the first downstream aty sti'u
ffi !y the British. Äfter a day of disąrssion,with his ffrcers,
\ heeler accepted th. off.r, insisting onĮy that his soldiers keep tlieir
side-arms, with 6o rounds of amrnunition apiee. There were parleys
on the flat ground beforc the entrenchment; the guns w.re anded
over; and at daum onJune z7 tlre erncuation beģ.

Sixteerr Prind elephants, eiģt palanquins and a train of bul_
lock-cartsr'wįth sullen mahouts and insolerrt drivers, tmk the sicĮ
and wounded out of the camp, dourn a shallow wooded gulley to-
Īrards the river. Behind therr straggled the walĶng ir*iror',
rifles on their shoulders, 9crap of baĮĻge in their triaą ."ggJ,
dirty and silent. Most of thā s.poyJĻĒo sq,anrred around ĮĒem
treated therr with contenlrt or contrrrnģ: others asked kindly after
old Ėiends or former offiers. Cro]rrds of sightseers foilowā too,
but a few hundred yards before the river, whįre the track crossed a
stftām by a vooden bridge, they were all stopped only the British
afģeir guards were alloured to Proeeģ the macabre įrocrssion of
:'.pļpl, carts, palanquins and exhausted soldierg proceeding ļ
heavily in the heat towands the waterfront.

on a bluff beside the river there stood a grrall wĮite temple,

1ttended by a tumble of thatched huts, through whose p"iliĮus
dogq and geese wandereģ and monkeys bounded-. Below itĻs the
gbat at whr& the llindu faithful perbrmed their ablutions in the
hģ river. only.a narrour gap in the bluĘ qpririkled with trees, gave
actess to the watet's edge. Äs they stumbled dovrn to the water6nt,
the British could not see far eithe up or down the river, but Ķģ
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oĒshore in front of the they discovered some-forty hiģ_sterned
river boats, thatched like floating haystacks, witii tĒeir aews
waiting impassively on deck. There was no jetty at the gbat.The fit
rnen'i'were made to wade into the stream, 

"aĪrĖg their-wives, chil-
dren and wounded-a forlorn emaciated -.p*y; many of them
bandaged or s-P_ 

'inted, 
some carried out on 

't "t 
t.rr, ,o.Jaut t inį

raggety bundles of possessions: Bewildered and terrifiģ watchj
by the silent boatmen and thesęoys leaning on their musįets on the
shore, they scrambled. dripping and bedraģghd aboard the boats,
nine or ten souls to each craft. The last Ėpl" to embark, Major
Vibart ad Ņ'family,'were seen aboard_with .'r.ry -urt ry by
sePoy.s Ņ had been in Vibart's regiment, and who insisted on
carryinghisbags.

. on a_platform befole the litde tempĮe sat the Nana,s Īepresenta_

-o"-ą " 
fungti9nary 

9| th. court at Bithur, keenly watchirrg events

Fļyl and cļreerfully crowded around the bridģe o*. tĖ. golLy
behi1d, Ņoing thr9ugh the gap like sPectators;t 

" 
qPoftinģ co"-

test, hundreds of sightseers waited to see the last humiliatio., of th.
R j. Ą soon as Vibart was aboard something ominous happened:
instead ofpu'Ņg 

"_ff 
all the boatrnen jumped overboard anā 

_hastily

waded ashore. Īändemonium folloved. The British opened fire on
tlre boatnren, and simulaneously the troopers who hād so Politely
escorted the Vibarts aboard opened fire upon th. borts. In a moment
there poured into the stationary flotilla, from guns hidden on both
banks of the rivei, a heavy fire of grape-shot and musketballs. The
British were ovenrhelmed. Soon the thatch of the boats a725 efame,
and the river was ligered with colpses, and threshed with desperate
survivo'rs;'Women -crouched in the water up to their necksi Labies
floated heĻlessly'downstreām' men tried d.qP"otģ to shove the
boats into midstream and get away. Īndian cavalrymen splashed
about the shallows, slashing at suryivors witįr tJreir sabres, and the
few people who managed to get ashore were either bayonetted then
and there, or seized and whisked away beyond the Ņey. only
one boat escapeģ rudderless and oarless, andafter nighĻ"rį rd".*
tures on strearn andon land--chased through the nightbymaddened
sepoys-besieged in a burning temple_without food, weįĮ)ons,
maPs-āt last two English officers and two Irish privates, ail Įtark
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nakeą swam ashgre in friendlyterritor}r to tell the story of Ca#r_
pore.l

NoĮody else liy.e Every man vas killed. Ērrcry surriving woman
and child was uken to a house called the Bibiįar, the frouse of'Women, 

a mud flat-rooH building beside the Ganges canal which a
British offier had built for his Indian mistress bnįberore. on the
afternoon of Juļy rs several men, some of them buĮchers by trade,
entered the Bibighar witlh sabres and long knives, *d *Ļrd.oį
thenr all. The limbs, heads and tr,unks of th" dismembered dead
were carried to a,nearbf well, and almost filled its 5o-foot shaft.z 

^

The other sacramental episode of the Īndian Mutiny was the siege
ofluclcnour. Thiscity- annorcd by the Raj onlyin thĮ previous yģ
was naturally full of dissidents_{eposed princes, 

'oldi..' 
or *Į

di,sbanded Ī ral army, diqpossessed stipendiaries, and a vast number
of citĶs who, far from welcoming thĮ new enlighter-*t, miŠsed

ģe d9li 9ent9ld da;,s of cheap ŅuĮn and. ooptiut įmoiar.
The Britisli, who had a low oPi"icĀ of oudh traditional tiĖ, err-
sconced therrrselves in a grand tovrered Residency *d *ud į į
ammunition store the Kadam Rasul, a building prrticuta.ty sacted to

] 
The 

Įast 
of them, General sļr MoĪ,b y Thomson, survived until r9r7

and was the most rcliable eye-wiqres9 of thl t ag"dy. lho opencd fi* 6Ļļ
the British or the Indianr, Ļd *h.tho th. Nrį"iraiu*tĻįh';ā ttį
massecre, ve shall never knov.

r It is all reIrrembered in Cavnpore (nowadays spelt Kanpur). The fataļ
ghat, where.the !" pl" stilt standsĻ itJ tuĄ iJ'arī ār.a iįĮ''".*är'rĮ,
and on the site ofĪVheelet's eįtrenchment there is a huge and a*ful ;;;;i
church, with a slab o memorating the .15 offiersr- 44g men, 3 ofhers'
wives, 43 solders'wives and 55 fildren'who died. Thc'nrassacrĮ;.Ļ _
ever, in tįre centre of the grodern 

"ity, 
h". sensibly bcen oblitcratcdĮ;įh.hfu: sįne their indepcndenc, the mcsh träving covered ii;,h_;

mourning angel ofwhite marble. I wish Ī could say tha"t a hush oretew įtilt
hung over C,awnP9rc, but in 

_Ąct it is a f,ourishinģ textile dr; ;JįrĻ;;i
yas 1hown around i9s grļE Ņ.lol sites in 

" Ļiit.f di.'d;;irį#firi
detachmenr Äs for the Nana, he disappeared intoĻyth, *d;b,ģy]*;*;
wįrn or hov hc died.
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tįre Murlims ofoudh because it contained a stone impression ofthe
Prophet's footprint.

But the ChiefCommissioner was Henry LalilTencą fresh from the

lyj"u, a d he seer ed to have things well in hanģ pursuing a cžįĪe-
ful mean between conciliation and firmness, and asiumirgįl.nrry
PoweĪs as commander of the military forces in Lucknow as well as
head of the ģvil. government. Lawrence thought he knew his
Indians, and believed in tmsting them as long as possible: .until we
treat Natives, and eqPecial.ly Native soldieģ as-having much the
sar g fgelings, the same arnbitions, the same perceptions of ability
and imbeility as ourselves, we shall never be safe,. įhe mutinyhaā
flared quickly throughout Oudh, and by the middle ofJune only
Lucknow itself remained in British control: but though Lr*r.n.į
was not well, he exudęd his habitual kindly confidencė, personally
supervising the military arrangementr, 

"rā 
sometimes ģoing intä

the city incognito to see how thį wind was blowing.
He had decided that the garrison, with the entire B tish com-

munity. should be concentrāted within the Residency compound.
This elaborate complex of buildings stood among flovįred lawns in
the very centre of Lucknow. To the north floweį tļe river Gumti,
to the east was the-huge tumbled pile of the Farhat Bakhsh, .the

Delight-Giverļ the palace of the kings ofoudh. Closely around the
compound walls srraggled the native ciry, a foetid mazeofalleys and
bazaars, and tovering over its gardehs stood the Residency iĮseĶ a
tall gd ugly thing, from whose upper stories one could survey the
wŅle expa1se of the ciry, its towers, domes and minaret, ii.ing
splendidly from the s 1alor at tļeir feet. Within the thirty-threĮ
acres of the'compound'there were sixteen separate buildings-
bungalows, stables, barracks, orderly rooms-aād ail this .n.lārr.,
surrounded by mud ramperts, Lawrence now turned into a fortress.
Trenches were dug, palisades erected, booby-traps set, wire
entanglements laid. Artillery batteries were posted around the
perimete.r, and within the buildings tįie Residenry staffprepared
themselves for a siege. By the time the mutiny brokā oįt in
Lucknow, towards the end ofJune, the entire European population of
the place, including a garrison of some rrToo.meo, was entrenched
within the compound.

237



Tbe Grooing Coniction

. Sogn everyone'in England would lcnow the topogaphy of"this
place, and remem"ber its names_the Baillie Gate, th; {dĻ Baftery,
sago's Garrison, Grancs Bastion. Anglo_Īndian life was .noorį-
lated there, grand ladies ofthe Companį estabĮshment to clerls'and
shopkeepers who were only just a...pāut as Britons at all. There
were merchants of several 

-fo*ign nationalities, too, and many
lgral.ļdi1 sePoys who had .voluntarily joined the gar_r'ison_l"ir
the defending 9.* was Indian_and šeįeral impofont political
pīT.n.T, 

1ncļrding two prince9 of.the royal house ät Delhi. Ļghdy
yithin their thirty-ttrree actes tļris heterogeneous company tuāaģ
9, 'rr..r, beneath the god-like ,uthority of the iresideiĮ:
beyond the walls the whole ofOudh *ru ,oo'in hostile hands, and
every house werlooking the ramparts had its quota of snipers and
archers.

Almost the first casualty was Lawrence himself A howitzer shell
fell in his room, and whel thrgugh th" smoke and dust somgbody
g{'9i, Henry! Are you hurt?' there came after a 

'hort 
p.,rĻ thĮ

faint bu1{ecisįve 
ļy.. 'I am killed. He lived in fact for^rwo,days

more, giving deailed instnrctions to his sučcessor about the de_
fence of the garrison, and was buried quietly in the Residency
graveyerd beneath his ovrn ęitaph-.Here Liās Henry l,awrenģ
Who Tried To Do His Duty'. 'Without him the BĪiti;h sank into
fat lism. The heat now was ferocious, tĮre bombardment .Īras un_
remitting, a1d one could hardly move a foot in the open without
a sniper's shot from over the walls. One by one tt. Uoiffing,
toppled, until the whole compound *"s 

" 
sorį ofwreck. Food Ä

short- The air stank of carrion and excrement. Many of the women
lived in cellars, where they were plagued by mio *ä o,', *ā įnįn
fell into gloomyfits of forebroding.'In theeveningMrslnglis\ilent ro

-see_Mrs @p.r, and found Mrs Martin sittinįwith hei. They all
had a'consultation as to what they would con.ič.. b.rt to be doie in
case the enemy were to get in, and whether it would be right to put
an end to ourselves ifthey did so, to save ourselves fro'i th. Ėor_
rors we should have to endure. some of the ladies keep raudanum
and prussic ld dy" 

. 
near themr. @ut Mrs case anä Mrs krglis

igŅ that they should merely PrePare thernselves for death, läv_
ing the rest'in the hands ofHim who knows what is best for us'.)

8
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.Y1ny of the krdian sepoys now deserted, and byJuly, rg5g, the
British were losing an averege of ten men , a"y ĖtĪjand vįun-
{ed-.amgng the woundeģ after gallant seryice from the first day of
,h. :r:g9 Y1s Dr Brydon, wh9m we last saw slumped on hi. ģr,y
outsideJalalabad wenty years before.l Sometimes rĮĮmoįĮrs ,*.t ģ
9* qf ĘĘ on the way, and on August IJ a message arrived from
the British. ''We march tomoĪToĪI foi tucknow,' it-said.'W'e shaļl
pulh o-n as speedily as- possible. \M9 hope to reach you in four days
at furthest'. And it added in Greek script, in case of interception:
'You must aid us in every way, eVen io cutting your wayĮut if
we cennot force our way in. 'W'e are only , sma iorce., Thi, *r,
cold comfort for tįre defenders, now reduced to 35o European
soldiers and some 3oo sepoys. They were harassed by corstant
dTnq operations under the rampartį-sometimes mines exploded
well within the compounģ ,nd twice the ramParts themselve_s were
temporarily breached. There were 2oo *o..i to gĪe for, with z3o
children, and rzo sick and woundeģ and the rebels now had Iį-
ryu"i9. guns within r5o yards of the walls. The compound was a
shambles.

. sqĻ 9y eyt was not too long to wait. Not everybody be-
haved well at Į,uckniw: we hear of people hoarding f*d, ,t rling,
sanding upon senioriŲ. For the moĮt įart, thorgį tt.'g;tirh i;
tļre shattered Residenry stuck to the principlesįf th.i. age and
culture, even in this extremity. Not only did they read theiigibles
assiduousĻ attend cllurch seryice regularly, and even entertain
each other to fonnal meals, but they lived according to the strictest
ten9-ts of supply and demąnd, such as their compatriots had tried
so disa$trousĻ to enforce,on the other side of the world in lreland.
Food was bought from traders at cįrĪrent market rates, which were
by the nature of diings astronomical, and Sir Henry Lawrencers
possessions were acnrally sold ar aucrion within his ruincd house,
fetching very satisfactory prices.'

The four days came and went. A week passed, and a month. It
was not until September 23, after 9o days ofsiege, that the defenders
heard gu fire on tĻe other side ofthe city, ,nd t*o days later there

į He survived this calamity too, dying comfortably on his estate in Scot-
land 15 years later.
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Ņ, inlg. the compound a olrrmn of Highlanders, mgged, Ļ-
shaven, kilted and-furiously warlike, undeithe joinĮ coiĻÄa or
two remarkable generals, Henry Īihvelock andJames outram. out-
ram wĮįs an urbane old Īndia hanģ who had qpent his youth in wars
against Īndians and Afghans, häd put down sundry Ėser insurrec_
tions, and had been Napier's political oftcer in Sind. Sine then he
had emerged victorious from the footling Persian \Mar of r85ģ and
here he was a Grand C-ornmender of the Order of the Bath, g,nd
to succeed Iawrence as c,hidcommissioner for oudh. He-was the
senior offioer Īdth tt* relieving force, but he had generously, or
perhaps cautiously, conceded thJoperation.l -n-"rāį;,h. ;.äf;'
general, a very difthent manner ofsoldier. Havelock was a veteran of
Se Oueenlg army, a ho-me-:p fighting commander. He had fought
in practically every Īndian batde durinģ the past forty years, tre Ēäa

Yd "ll s: -rtity manuals, hę had āabrin'g.y. *ā a stubborn
chin, and he had been converted.*y y*'Ļfor. to a dogmatic
Baptist_creed. Į{e Ļlieved absolutģ'in every word of the"Bible,
eqpecially the bloodthirsty parts: for as Kaye innocently obseryed
of him, 'he was thoroughly persuaded in his ovrn minā that war
was righteous and carnage beautiful'. This was his first general
commanģ all the same, and with these tremendous convici'ons to
ins irg him, and witle the blood-maddened Highlanders at his heels,
and the soģisticated SirJames always considįrate at his elbow, he
was just the man for the job. The Hiģlanders, overjoyed to āod
eny sįįlv:vors at all inside the Residency, bayonemed ä few toyal

rPoy.'in erro1as thry entereģ and plaįed the bagĮriPes at niģht
longin triumph.

But no sooner had the relieving fore lifted the siege, than thev
w-e1e besieged themseĘ. There were only a thousand Jfthem, many
oftlrem wounded, all exhausted. They wāre in scarcely Ļtt . ,h.p.
than the p*pl".they had 9me jo t scue, and within Ļ -.po'riatheir presc.nce soon proved to be more a curse than a blessing. By
now conditions were desperate. People were eating qP.rro*;*ä
smoking driedga or chopped st 

"*. 
The surgeonJ äa run out of

chlorofomt and .performed o1rrations in pubĪc among the beds.
Ņsentery and scurrry vere rife, and so were-lioe-mort oith. roldi"..
had shaved their heads bald, heightening the niģtrnare flavour ofthe
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orpcience. Ņo building was much more than a shelĮ<verything
riddled Īdth'balls Įike smallpox, as the garrison chaplain put iį_rnā
into the ruins there no* puĻj the toiential rrins of the monsoon,
dripping into every shelte and clouding everything in a damp hot
haze. All the time the rebel sappers mined beneath]the compounģ
and one could often hear the clink ofpick-a:<es far below oneį feet:
the rebels drove twenty mines under the compounģ the British
drove twenty_one counter-mines, and there were Įometimes macabre
batdes between the sappers farin the clammy underground. Through
it all the UnionJack flew from thę Residerrcy to*.., defiant 

"*oĮgits ruins irr the heart of tĮre hostile city.
At the end of October word filtered in that a second relieving

force, under General e-ofin Campbell, was approaching from thā
north, and so there stepped into the limetigĶ a hero of Lucknow
soon to become legendary. Henry Kavanagh .was an hishman,
ģger,haired and very large, who had worke{. for tlre Post office
dq>artrrreat, and had made his narne witįrin the compound by his
intręid Ļhaviour in the mines, where he qpent nigĒt after night
with loaded pistol awaiting the arrival of rebel sappers, and some-
times shooting them through the narrowing wall that separated
their respective galleries. FIe now volunteered to find his way
through the enemy lines, make contact with Campbell, and guide
the relieving force into the Residency. Heavily blacked vith lamp
oil, disguised in turban, orange silkjacket and pyjama t oor.rr, *d
accompanied by an Indian guide whose heroism was to be less de-
voudy remembered by posterity, Kavanaģ swam the river,
blutred his way tĮrrough the reĻl check-posts, and met a British
pigket: eight dalrs later he ie'tumed to the Residenry, dressed this
time in a cotton quilted tirnig corduroy brecches, thigh length
jackboots and a pith helmet, to conducr Havelock and Ouuam
triumphandy throuģ the shattered slums to Campbell. As tįre
three generals met, CampĮell's soldiers raised a cheer, and HavelocĻ
at the moment ofhis glory, greeted them Napoleonically. 'soldiers',
he stentoriourly oi.d, 'I am happy to see you!' (And a formidable
lot they must have looked--Sikh cavalry in ,tangled draperies,
English l"fr"t t, in slate-grey, turbanned Punjabis, plumed and ar-
tane{ Highlanders, and the 9th Lancers, one of the sįnartest cavalry
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regiments in Europe, with whįte turbans twisted around Įheir
forage-caps).r

This time the relieving force did norjoin the garrison within the

Tmporrnģ but merģ kept Ludcnow quiet to allov the with-
drawal of the survivors. First came the *or.r.n and children, on the
night ofNovember 18, through the ruins of the riverside palaces to
the British lines-some in wagons, some in litters, somJvaking.
They moved under con_stant fire, helped and jollied along by soĻ
diers or_by the sailors ofCampbell?s nāval brigade. sometiāeš they
were usheredinto trenches, sometimes theypaisedthrouģ acamou-
flage ofcanvas screens. With tlrem **t rlfth. aown jĻels of tīē
kings ofoudh, togethbr with some {z5orooo worth of Ļeasure Ėom
the British Residency.

N9xt, 
-at 

midnight on.November zz, the old ga rison marched
out, breaking steP to avoid arousing the suqpicions ofthe rebėls:
and finally the rearguard, a Ęw hundred gonā.r' and Highla ders,
cręPt past the Baillie cate t9loin the army outside the ciį having
tļrerr ca1efires burning in the deserted ruins ofthe Residäncy-ThĮ
.r9gq 9f Luckrrow was oveĪ. By dawn next day a procession six
miles long, of soldiers, bullock-carts, litters, elephanis, horsemen,

TPoys and camp folįourers was c,rossing the siĒnt plain towards
Cawn1nre_the babies crying now and then, the pĶ intermit-
,9ndy qlarns-, the tiredgrave generals in their palanįuins, and all,Ę. tļ9" -9" q*. cloud of dust that."rĖ.d the passrg".of
annies, ftiendly or hostile, defeated or vjctorious, acrcss the face of
India.z

r The 9th, rrith whorn.I h1d Ņ pleasure ofserving nearly a entury later,
so distinŅshed therrselves in the Mutiny that th{ever k..;d;;lbj

r The 9th, rrith whorn.I had thę

themsclves the Delhi Spgrmen: 14 ofthaioffiars *d.* *on v.c."i"įįį
campaign,paign, induding Private Goat

į ĮIavelocli died almost at the moment of sucess, and'tļāvelocļ< (ļre(į aļmost at the moment of sucess, arrd was oromotlvbo .d by his fellow-firnda entalists---_soon after his death a tinä orĖuį

9
These wcre the Ņcs ofan event wļich was itself to b. oll"ģ by the
Anglo-Indian historian Sir Charles Crosrhwaite, 'the epic oi th.
Race'. The rising grumbled on, in guerilla skirmish anā punitive
hunt, until the s mmer of 1859, but long Ļfore then thā British
hadresumed their command of the suĻcontinent, and tlre myth of
thc Mutiny wes Pennanently established in the Victorian folkJorą
Īt had never qpread beyond the Ganges valley, nor had the other
C,omplny armies joined the Bengal rypoys. The punjab had re-
mained quiet under the masteĄJohn Lawrence. Dost Mohammed

lad not taken advantage of the times to invade India and repossess

ģe Pģawar coĮntry the AĘhans claimed as their own. Deqpite
their faulty intelligence and inept stafĖwoĄ the British had dealt
efficiendy with the rising, and the conduct of their arrries did mucļr
to restore the British military reputation after the failures of tļre
Crimea. The Indians *o" o*ito rise in arrrs against th" R"j
again, and far from weakening the imperial confidence of the BritiĄ
on a conscious level at least the Mutiny hardened and coarsened it

It brorrģt out the worst in many of them. Even the heroines of
the Lucknow siege, when they were relieved at last, came snrmbling
out with bags ofrupees in their arms, and did nothing but grumHā

-c11s1one 
of them said a gracious'word to the soldiers who had

saved therrt', one officer recordģ'a fact .,llhich my men remarked
upon'. Even that gende cellist Hope Grant of the 9th Lancers, now
a general and a knight, entering a Hindu temple at the ancient city
of Ąoudia, conternPtįļously. kicked over the sacred image of the
monkey-god inside,'to the horror', as he complacendy recorded, 'of
the dirty fat priests about, who had worshipped, or pretended to
worship it, since they were boys'. In general the British fouģt at
least as savagģ as the Indians, and in.the aftemrath of the tragedy

Tablet was issued in his nane, eaclr cpmmandment opening with the dāĮ
words HAVELoCK sPEAKs . . . (and he says, for.i..plĻ that'Whatever
Ä Man's Professional cailin-g, _Į. _$g!t to- Aim rvanį[cally Ät Doing
Good). outram, 'the Bayard of India', died in 1863, *į;' onį of the fei
British administtuįtors stiĮ commemoratd by , .t"to" o the Maidan at
calcutta: therc is also.an effigy ofhim on the Thames Embankment, p u,/,ing
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ofserving nearly a entury later,

to that overvhelming majority of londoners who have never heard of him.
The ruins of t{re Residency, which were to be immortalizcd by Tennyson in
heroic versE are prcserved to this day by the Indian Government, with diligcnt
resPcct.
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the worst national streaks of intoleranae and chauvinism sĖowed
themselves: the restraining authority of lord Canning ,h. ;;
Governor-General, merģ brought him the contemPtuolļs Ņthet
'Clemenqy' Canning. The British saw the .wer.as a straiģifight
Ļtween good and evil, and the savageries ofthe rebels, though they
could hardly be exaggeratģ were shamelessly,exploited. Contem_
po ry accounts are rich in gloating detail-every sepoy a crazed,
barbarian; every Englishwoman raped before mutilatioį. Īn memoir
after memoir tļre Indians are pictured as fäithless and brutal in_
grates-'niggers', as 9t Ī|ere now often calleģ who were ani-
mated by no nonnal instincts of mercy and kindness, and shofu
no sļqn $ra_at.y might'ever, even in God's infinite mercy, t'e
capable of redemption. r,

It was in an Old Testamenr mood that the Christian public of
England now looked out to the smokingdesolation ofnorthem India.
Tbe Tirus demanded death for every mutineer in India: levefv tree
and gable-end in the plae should Ėave its burden in the shĮį of a
mutineet's carcass'. The Duke of Cambridge, Commander-in-Chief
of the British Army, proclaimed the nation's suPPoĪt for 'allwho
have the manliness to inflict the punishmenc. Thį atrocities com-
mitted by. the mutineers, declared Lord palmerston, were tsuch 

as to
be imaģed and PerPetrated only by demons'"llĖg forrįr from
the lowest depths of helP. When every gibbet was red with blood,
declared a qpeaker at the Oxford Union, when the ground in front
ofevery qmnon wes streĪIĪr with rags and flesh and shattered bone,
'then talk,ofmercy. Then you may find some to listen'.

And the revenge was terrible enough. krdians called it ,the Devil,s
Windt. 'Nq maudlin clemenct', wlorc an eye-witness ofthe rcopnue
of C,avnpore,'was to mark the faļl of the city', and it isproĖabĻ
true that no British Arrry in history has been so inn"mua with
furious passion as were the Queen's regiments in India then.,.Cawn-
pore! C,awnpore!'they used to shouģ as tĮrey stormed anotherrebel
position with their mercilcssbayonets, slashing and Ņking, taking
no prisoners, and going on to burn, hang and sometimes disembowel-.
officers were as rnaddened as tlheir men. ĪVhen the British found the
charnel house of, the Bibiģar, they made their captives lick the
caked bloqd from its flmr before hang"g them, and afterwards
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aqan_ged guided tours ofthe.premises for regiments passing throuģ.
Wholevillages wereburnt and atl theiiinhdbitants hrnged: PasstĻ
by who ventĮįrd to turn their bacls upon a punitive colorrn or.r.
often shot for'insolencą l-tiog was indiscriminate and unchecked
_'the men are wild with f..y-ā"d lust of gold,, reported an eye-
witness at Lucknow, '_literally drunk with plunder . . . faįes
black with powder; cross-belts spedced with blood; coats stu.ffed
out Ī/ith all sorts ofvaluables'.

The British armies swept across the country in a kind of fever-
we read of a force marching sixty miles in twenry-four hours in the
middle of May, of three officers grlloprng non-srop fo.r thirry miles
to an action, of r3o miles covered in sixteen hours by relays of
horses, galĘing all the way. Most of the regiments came to-look
like wild inzurrectionists tįremselves: their qpanking uniforms were
long wom out, and officeĖ and men alike woį whaithey pleased-
tweed coats, turbans, cloaks; making them all seem, stripped of
ordet's li*ry, beyond order's authority too. One well-known field
artillery unit, wlrose harnesses, we are tolģ secmed to be held to
gether with pieces of strin5 llas commanded by a major in a Īę'
and a Turkish cloĄ tied around the waist with rope, and marshalled
by a battery sergeant-major į,a coat rnade fro* th. g..en baize of a
bilļiard table. 'The gendemen mįļst be very savage';an Indian law-
yer of Cawnpore notd apprehensivģ in his diary, and when the
warship Pedrļ sa^lrd' up the Hooghly to Calcuta and fued a cere-
monial salute, the crews of the c.ountry boats jumped overboard in
terror, and the crowds on the qrray fledfor tĮeir lives, assuming it to
be a signal for the destruction ofthe city.

'Wlien, after the end of .tlhe fiģtin5 inquiries were held, court-
martials conducted, and sentences le_gally passģ condemned muti-
neers were lashcd to the muzzles of,guns and blown to pieces to the _

beat of drums. The cruelty of the British matched the cmelty of the
Indians, agd both sides forrght equally from tļre heart. Though many
Englishmfi soon looked back to their revengeful passions with re-
moĪse, stilļ th6 relationship between rulers and nrled never re-
tumed to its old pragmatism, Indians and British accepting the best
and worst in each other as transient phenomena of hisory. After
1857 the Raj regarded itself as a ruling enclave, different in kind
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from its brown heathen subjects-an institution rather tt ri 

" -*-munity, whose best intentions and most useful works were, for ever
after, to be tinged ineradicably with distrust, disapproval or su-
periority. And as we shall presently disover, the emįtiorrs of the

Ņti"y found their echoes all oveį the British EmpĘ perrranently
affecting its attinrdes, and leaving scars and superstitions that were
never quite healed orexorciseį

.

10
Ęor a last picnrre of this most horrible ofimperial wars, let u, ä**
to Delhi, where the tottering old kin9 still writing his melanchģ
Ņcs arrrong the sprapling sePoys in his garden, remained thį
figurehead of the risĘ' His relucarrt return to authority was brief,
Īnng before the end ofthe mutiny, even before the reliefoitucknow,
John tawrence had formed a flĖg column in the PunjĄ British
and Sikh, and had sent it storming down the Grand Tnįk Road to
the relidof Delhi. John Nicholson commanded it, and leading his
own regiment of Sikh i*gol* horsemen, fiercer and leaner than
ever, was rlilliam Hodson. Such a combination of the riģteous and
the ptedatory could hardly lose. ''Where have we failā when we
acted vigorously? Lawrence rhetorically demandeģ diqpatching his
young men to the rescue ofthe Raj.'Where have we suceeded ihen
guided by timid counselsf Th9 Punjab Movable Column, clattering
at twenty-seven miles a day dolvn the great road, fell upon Delhi

{thirresi iple qpirit, and in a week ofstre"t fiģting rĻt *a
the city, Nicholson entering the pantheon ofempĻ ,. *n' 

-"l'oo.t

pre-ordained, by dying in the hour ofvictory at the Kashmir Gate.l
The British found the Red Fort abandoned. Only a few dour and

Ėt,list sentries remained at their posts, asking for-no quarter, and
getting none. Anybody else found in the building *", Ėiil"d t- 

",a matter of course, and that night the British cornmander ordered
his dinner to be served among the exquisite arabesques of the
Diwan-i-Khas. Therp was nosign of the King but presently intelli-
gence arrived that he was hiding with a r"gāed maļs offo[Ļers in
the tomb of his sixteenth-century predecessor H mayun; a vast

r Wherc his tomb remains, in a garden across the road.
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mausoleum, domed and minaretģ which lay within its own gardens
sorne miles east ofthe1nlae_almost a town initselĘ court opening
into courĻ and one ofthe noblest lvĪoghul monuments.in oeĪhi.

The intelligence chiefof the Delhi force vas Hodson, and to him
fell the.ask ofarresting the King ofDelhi. Since welast met him in
the Punjab Hodson had been acc,used of unjust treatnent of native
princes,and had been pronounced unfit for political office. Hewas
more than ever a bitter and resenffirl man, his ferocity sharpened,
his aste for vengeane heightenģ his contempt for.Indians-sourer
than ever. He was nevertheless given carte blanche to deal with the
royal family as he thought fiĻ exept that he must qpaie the life of
the king whom the British proposed to try for treason.

Of,to the tomb of Humayun Hodson rode, with fifty of his own
wild troopers, slashed aboutwith cummerbunds and sabres, beardeģ,
turbannģ boot d, like a-savage Praetorian guard of the Raj_
galloping heedless through the crovds ofrefugees who poured out of
DelhiĪrith their carts and bullock_wagonsrandwho cringedinto the
gutters as this terrible squadron swept by. The force halted in the
oPen sqļĮĮre outside the gate ofthe shrine, and sending an emissary
inside todemandBahadut's surrender, Hodson awaited the supreme
moment of his life. One can almost see him now in the great dusty
square, halfan Englishman, halfä sikh, dusty, lithe, ardent, dressed
in the haphazard flamboyance dear to i*golt cavalrymen down
the centuries, the son of tļre Archdeacon of Lichfield awaiting the
submission of the last of the Moģuls. A small cro.qrd had gathered
in the morning heaą waiting there silent and exPectant around the
horsemen, and presentĻ there emerged from the shrine a Palan-
quin, born by four servants. Inside lay Bahadur, gaunt and ex-
hausted, his longbeard straggled upon his chesu

Hodson promised him his liĄ with_the proviso that if any at-
temPt were made to rescįļe the king on the way bacĮ to Delhi,
Bahadur would be.shot like a dog. Then the litde procession moved
offalong the road to the city, the crowd following silendy behind,
and gradually thinning out as they approached the British sentries
at the Ī.ahore Gate. The city Īias almost deserted. Through the
Chandni Chouk beza r they passed in silence, the troopers reining
in their horses: and at the Red Fort Hodson handed over to the
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civil pow-er Ė: t igt. of.the WorĶ who was promptty locked up in
a dingy litde house vithin the watts_vhere, si*inģ cro''Jeģed
uPon a verandah, lisdessly cooled by fi"y.d p.r-"t-ro*., ĪrĻ',
and sometimes shrieked āt by harridan *iĖ from behind their
slrabby screens, he offered foi many months o_ne of tļre farrourite
sight-seeingexperiences ofDelhi. į

Next_day Hodson went back to the tomb of Humayun to eĪĪest.
rw9 

9f 
the royal princes still sheltering there. ro them he promised

PŅ g. oh tlhe way back to Delhi heordered them out oftheir carE

!r4 rt.. ipn{ to their loindoths, and borro,wing a earļine
from one of his soldiers, shot theri both dead with his-own hand.
w"..:h*.by a vast cĪo]ld oflndians, he took the bodies into Įhe city
and had them thrown upon the ground in front of the porice sbtion:
a1d there the),lemained until, their stink becoming unbearablE
they were buried in the cause of saniadon.l

1Hodso 
' Ņylf w". killed during the relief of Lucknow ii rE58: his

c;at9 yas_vaļued at {r7o, not counting t{re horses, and his regiment sur-
vived tļre Raj as the roth Bengal lāncĪs (Hodson s Horse). rĻ rcn* įr
Delhi vas tĪied in his own Diwan-įKhas ior rebellion and compliciti in.TŠI, {Tdb"d by prorccuting counsel 

^ " r,*.1iJl*p.'Į'r"Į,,i, äi
maligniĘr', he was scntenad to lifcimprisonment and oriled wiĻ his nagģg
wives to Rangoon, vrherc he died in iSOz.

\ CHAPTER TIMELVE

Pan and Mr Gladstone
':

QWfm away with the carnage of the Indian Mutiny were the
t)last dilettante deposits of Englands eighteenth century empire.
There had been a pagan, or at least agnostic chamr to tfiat old
sovereignty-short on convictions, rich in gusto and a sense offun-
but theie would be litde that was aĻ or entertaining to the new
empire emerģg from the shambles of Lucknow -ā c"*opo...
It knew its v.alues noĪ/, stern, efficient and improving, and it
recognized as its principal duty the imposition ofBritish sandards
gpon the blaĄ brown and yellow peoples. The Mutiny had demon-
strated indeed that not all the coloured p oples were capable of
qpiĪituāl redemption, as had eąrlier been supposed, but atworst the
British could always concentrate on material regeneration-the en-
forcement of law and order, the distribution 9f scientific progress
and the lubrication oftrade.

2

Almost the first possęssion to feeĮ the impact of these certeinties
'was, as it happenģ tįre most allegorically pagan of them all. Since

the end of the Fre ch vars the seven Io ian Islands had been nrled
by the British. Tossed Ėom the Venetiair.Empire to the French, and
momentarily to the Turks and the R.ussians, in r8r5 they had been
made aBritish Protectorate. The British had wanted them because

of their strategiq position. Not only did they sand on the fringe of
Īslam_just acrojs the Corfu Channęl the Muslim world begen, in
the hiģ mysterious hills of Turkish Aļbania-but they also cov-
ered the entraĪrce to the Adriatic Sea, and stood protectivģ be-
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