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ĮN ortober 1837 the Honourable E rrily Eden, a witty and ac_

lcomplished Englishwoman in her forty-first year, was äccom1nny-
ing her brother l.ord Aucklanģ Governor eneral of IndĻ on an
oficial Progress uPcoį try: from C,alcutta. Inrd Aud<land was
homesiĄ but his sister was irrepressibly entertained by werything
she saw, and she reorded all her impressions in virncious letters
home. She.was ,nything but innocent or provincial. She rw,as bom
in old Palace Yarģ within sight ofP.arliament at Īv'estminster, and
had live{ always near the entre ofEnglish power. Her father had
been Postrnaster4_eneral and President of the Board of Tradą her
eldest sister Eleanor had been the only true love of the youngeĪ PitĻ
and she herselfwas an intinrate friend of lord Melbourne the Prim:
Minister. She vas accordirrgĻ amused rather than awed by the
scale and grandeur ofHis Excellency's compeny.

'They travelled sometimes by steamer up the rivers whic.h were
the principal high*p of India, bometimes on camel-baģ in
palanģuins or in elephant howdahs, and theydid it with theatrical
diqpl"y. The gubernatorial caravan numbered sorne tzrooo soulq,
with hundreds of animals and wagons, and when they stopped
for the niģt a city of tents sPrang up, busding and teeming about
Ī,ord Aucklands qįErters' with its ow bazaars and vorkshops and
sables, its farriers and its wheelwriģts, its redcoat sentries, its
aides and commissaries, its delegations of local magistrates or doc-
tors or commanding officers, it'gr"ģ emissaries from maharajahs
ofthe couirtry, its tttuals ofpresentation or oficial enterainment, its
camp fires, its hurryįr'rg orderlies, its m;.riad'ragged camp followers,
its bugle calls at dusĻ its smells ofqpie and woodsmoke and leather
and sweat, all under the Union Jack on its great flagstaffbeneath the
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Tbe Sntimnt of Enpire
terrific lĪ'die sŲ. Sometimes it took thr'ee days for the ortēge to
cioss a rivefļ the pet dogs ofthe Europeans wore red coats on the
march; when the King of Oudh kindly sent his own cook along to
acco.mpany the progress, and lord Auckland q'as served a succes-
sion of hrghly qpiad pilafs and curries, St Cloup the Govemor-
C'eneral's own cheĘ who hadonce been cook to thePrineoforange,
was predicably aftonteį

This was the manner of tįe British in hdą where the East
Irrdia Company had beerr active for nearĻ 2oo yžįrs, 6rst as 3
trading , therl as an instnrnent of supremacy.It was a
halforienaļ marrner, inheri. ted Ėom the Moghuls, intended to over_
awe the indigenes.and perĘs give the eompant's,officials a ProPer
sense ofthsir o ,iauthorit}rn Miss Eden, who had bee in Īrrdia for
o o years, and was accustomed to difrerent slyles of consequence,
found it f"i"dy comią Hcr letters show,,no eĪĪareness of majesty.
The Gowernor_Gcneral is, after Ą only her diffident brother Georgą
pining for a deent inn. His gnnd officials, advisers and aides ąre
only upper middle class Englishmen, acompanied by gorripy
wives, sqĮļirmy childrcn and ludicrously cossettd pets. Miss Eden
is not moved by the power, o the reqponsibility, or even the his-
torical continuity r PĪesented by their PĪogress. She does not seę
that vast brovm hdian landscapą those haļĒnaked multitrrdes
around tlrem, as a &arge ulnn the English conscience, or a fieldf,or
hiģ adventrrre. She sees it all rather as a PaggaļļĻ and thanlš her
sisterMary warmly 6r sending thelatest issues ofPicįuirĮ_whfuh,
thouģ it has already appeared in a pirate edition in Calcutą is
fresh and very fimny to the Governor_GeneraĮ's entourage. She sees
it, in Ėct, with the eyps ofthe eiglateenth entury. She uras born in
the old entury, and her attitudes are Augustan-*legant, frstidious,
enterainģ urbane. Her England is the England of the younger
Pitt; her style is the style ofsheridan, Addison, and the cool amus-
ing ladies of the age ofreason.

But on October 3o, 1837, she learnt beside the Ganges that the
age was ended The company, which was sailing upriver by barge
and steamer, pJrt ashore for the night in plcasant hilly @Įļntry some
zoo miles north ofCalcrrtta- They lmked at some convcnient ruins
in the evening_'very Plchļre:ue', Emily thought-gave the

.'A'Cliaining ht?niion'.

qpaniel Chance a run, did a little sketching, and received ļetters from
England. These had come by the steamer Madagascm, which had
left london on her maiden voyagejust three months Ļfore.lE*ily
read thetn with delight. she-nāted her sister's change of addresļ
(Ī did not'know that there was such a place); and she noted also
the accession to tįre throne of'England of Princess Äļexandrina
Victoria of Kent, 'Drina' to her childhood intimates, r8 years old
and rather plump.

So she discoverģ beside the holy river, one of history's alle-
gorical events. The rrorld would never be the same again, and in
paiticular Great Britain, whose lethargic plenipotentiary in those
parts wes her brother George; would acquire a new character- Be-
fore Victoria died a very different kindofempire would acknowledge
her sovereignty_a brazen, plumed, arĪogant and selĖrighteous em-
pire; ruling its immense possessions not m rely by diqplay of force,
but vith an obsessive conviction of destiny and duty. Out of
Victoria's Britain would Gcme e new breed ofimperialistr, ,-..-g-
nizable in George Auckland and his leisurely assistants, and so clon-

sant would be the flow of British capital abroad, the movement of
British migrants, the activities ofBritish merchants, the campaign-
ing ofBritish armies, that by the time Queen Viaoria died she would
be the mistress of a quartgr of the world's inhabitants and nearly a

qĮrarter ofits land sur{äce.

Miss Eden had no vision of these po'wers to come. On the con-
trary, she thought the idea of the litde Q een rather toudring. It
brought a lump to her throat. Ī think', she wrote back to her sister
that evening after telling her about the ruins and the sketchinS
Chance's run and the quick passage of rhe'Malagacar-'Īthink the
young Queen a charming invention'

2
EŲand in 1837 was a country only halĖaware of its luck. It was

enduring a period of social turbulence, which the more nervous of
the landed classes assumed to be the-start ofa revolution. The first

1 Perhaps over_straining herseĘ for only four years later, retuming to
Calcutta äfter service in the China Seas, she blew up and sank'
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Reforrr Bill, theChartist agi'tation, theluddi s, PeteĪloo_all Īrcre

ĮrTPtoms of change and uncerainty, in a country,which Īuļs en_
d*ing the menopause betqreen an lagr-icultural *a * industrial
sociefy. The o<ample of dre French Revolution was still foreful, and
Disraelr s ttwo nations' were more than fictional-at least one in
t9n or$e Įitish people were PauPers, naked women pulled wagons
fu:ģ min9 slafts, poor Įtde childįln of eight ,oa nir..i.r.
working twelve-hour days in the dąrk factorieJof tlenorth..The
traditional English hi*hy seemea threatened at last-doonred,
the gloomierpatrigįans thought, since one uran in seven novhad the
vote.l The Esablished Churdr of England was underrrined by
non-confor,mismragr'rosticism or.woĪse. The nation s way of life waĮ
disruptedĮy the.mov'ernent of labour to the towns, and the stylish
English cities of the eightenth centuly rpere invested ,o* Uy
tenerļents and Ėctories: 'at the corner-of Wood street' words_
worth's Poor Susan haHtually pausd, to see as in mi
ofavanishingEngland-

. . . a sŅc smaĮĮ anageraux Įike a tln?s,
*i ī'
Tbe one'onŲ docllingon eartb tbat she Įopcs.

Thē nation was in flux, \ĮIhat the English did not generally raliz
was that Ņ'rol, fle"xibility, this cleiring of the dä<s, pnį"iaua ,

o 
]en9 9t 

oP!,orttļilty unmatchedltt the history ofmodern Europe.

lngland had the vorld at her feet The very cause ofher unrest frsEngland
her own preeminence; Thouģ she still gr.ew 9o per ent ofher own
food, she was the first industrial nation; Ļa lt.'Įa as she g,as with
appare1tly_ Ņdess 9uppliesof oal_and iron, during the p.ast fiĻ
years she had so mastered the mechanical arts thaĮ she į"d ooį-
st ippd all her competitors. The British stood at the threshord ofa
colossal boomi for they posiessed a virtual monopoly of the tech-
niqueš of stearn, which was presently to p.rJ itĻrr *" tįiį
1erąof the ?g . kt the r83os their industry was esserrtially a tor_
tile industry, but provided with this ."*ĖĮo* n * po*Ļ ,h.y

.. 
1 Thouģ the Duke of\il'elliogto' as us,lal got it right, whca he assured a

jittery fellov_landovner that .vį shall not hirrc a coirmotion, ve shall not
havc blood, but.we shall be plundered by forms ofļaf.

2įL

ĮĮus Yery nexlDrįr y, tils cteįĮnng oį tĮte Cįecks, pronded a
gfo.nnortunitf Sratched in the history ofmodern europe.

A Cba.rning Įnmtim
were Šoon to manufacture every kind ofcapital gmds-to become, in
'fact as in phmse; the workshopofthe world.

' At the same tinre they had emerged victorious and aglow from
the' unexampled stmggle of the Napoleonic wers, to stand alone
among the Powers of Europe. Īt was ultimately their wealth, their
leadership, theif porirer nrhich had defeated Napoleon-they had
providģ as Canning had saiģ the'animating soul' of,the struggle.
They had largģ dictated the terms of tlre Peae, temperinģ the
revenge ofthe Germans and Austrians and magnanimously restor-

. ing FraĪrce to the comity of nations, Nelson and wellington'were
international heroes-the one nobly dead in his catafalque in St
PauPs, the other very much alive as the most tremendous of party
politicians. The British fleet was recognized as the ultimate arbiter

- 9f the worlds affairs. The British Army basked in the repuation it
had won at Waterloo. London, with a population of two million,
was not only the worlds largest city, but also its principal financial
exchange, thefualto ofthe age.

To liberals England had replaced Napoleonic France
as the hope of mankind. Beethoven in his late years assiduously
follovred the debates at'Wes ninster, and'wĪote a respectful set of
variations upon Arne's ktle, Britamia: Wagner seized upon that
stirring melody too, thought its first eight notes eĘ)ressed the rrhole
character of the British PeoPlą and in the year of the Queen's
accession'wĪote an overhlĪe based upon it. The romantic legend of
Iord Byron shone over Europ still, and the contemlnrary English
taste for torļrnements, ales ofknightly contest andArthurian myth' 
was seen as a true refle&on of the national chivalry. So perfect were
the instinrtions ofEngland, thought the Abbė de Prat in France, that
it must be her destiny to give the world a nev, trpect; 'To The
Glory ofthe British Nation' cried the obelisk erected by the islanders
of Crphalonia in the Adriatic;r when the East Īndiamen put in for
provisions atJohanna in the Comoro Islands, north of Madagascar,
the local bolunen used to cry Johapna man Englishman, all one
brother come, English ran very good man, drinkee de punch, fire
de gun, beatee thę French, very good.fun!' And though the English
gentry might feel insecurb in their country houses, unblemished still

r Until the occupying Ītalians meanly 
iHpp.a 

the inscription offin r94r.
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Tbe Sntimnu of.EŅre
Ī,ithin the walls oftheir estateE still to the outside world the island
presented a very assurane ofsability: a constitutional monarchy cif

defiant habits and hĮļmours; ulmovd it sewed by therngaries of
international forarne, safe behind the moat of its Channel, blessed
with a,stolid, rrnsoaring insular ertai.tf of terrperamenĻ end
passionate **r, iįwe are to go by Turgsnet's Anglomaniac Īvan
Petrovich, about port wine and underdone Īoest beefi

Alone among the.P,owers, Britain possessedfuom of action, but
her statesmelr did not covet tfie master.y of the worļį It was only
fiĘ years sine they.had lost an empire, in Americą and ey did
not Īdsh to acquire another. Theiį,aim nov.vras a balanęd P Įe,
enabling the gritish people to seek their fortunes wherever they
chose without undertaking vest new reqponsibilities of defence or
administration; they accordingly gave back most of the tertitories
their.arms had captured druing thc wars, reaining only a suing of
bases, Heligoland to Mauritius, which they thought essential to
their sectuity at see.

England had been an:oveįTeas Pover for nearĮy9oo y.ears_nevef,
since the Norman conquest had the Crorrn been without lnsessions
across the water. But the idea ofempire vas zuqpect in the Briain of
the r83os. It went with foreign deqpotisms and aggr ssorsr and had
long lost the satģ Pacific rneanirrg that Spenser and Milton had
given the woģ wĮen they vĪote of the Britaonick E'mpire long
before.' /estnrinster wes called the LnBerial Parli-ament only because
it haģ sine i8oo, incorporated the parliarrrent ofkeland' while the
State Crown was Imperial only in .ancient dcfiąne of the Holy
Roman Empire. The eiģtęerrth centrrgy British tmpire, before the
loss of the American colonies, had been a self.conained'economic

EĒtem, protectedbytaĪiffs, producing its own mw materials, pro_

viding its own markets; sĶpping its own ploduc,tsjn its ovrn vessels,

The Corn Laws kept fo..ig ompetition to a rnin'imum: the Navį
gation Acts enzured a Britiqh monopoĻ of trade throughout the
empire. Ņow the economic āĪ.gĮ nentš for such a sJsteĪ]rr seemed to
be discreditcd" The progressive theory nov was Free Trade, which

.24
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ruould allow the goods,of all nations to flov without tariffs and
restrictions all over'the globe, and seemed to make the possession of
colonies ob'solete. Wi-th Great Briain mistress both of the means of
production and the means of distribution, was not the whole world
her markeŲace? W.hy bother with the expense and worry of ėolo.
nies? Free Trade was'not yet acepted British potcy, but akeady
povrerful lobbies were pressing for the ręeal of the Corn Laws and
the Navigation Acts, and deriding the idea ofempire. C;olonies, said
Richard CoMen, tserve but as gorgeous and lnnderous
to s-well our ostensible grandeur without improving our balane of
trade', and if laiss*'-fai.re was the watchword of tļre nätiorfs new
economic'instincts, a suggested slogan for colo ial policy was
laistn-aĮler.

Memories of the American Revolution, too, helped to sour the
notion of empire. A great deal had happened to,the world since
therr; but there were'still rnany Britons alive who had fouģt against
the rebels of the thįrteen colonies, or their sons in the war of r8rz.
The Ąmericarr Revolution had seerrred to shov,that tļe more zuc_

cessfirl an overseas settlement, the rnore ertain it was to break
away from the Mother &**y, and probably set up in rirnlry
against her. Besides; it had convinced many people that colonialism
necessarily led in the'end to repression-if not of one's own fellow-
countrymen, only stiving to be free, then of foreigners in whose
affairs the British had.no right to meddle. Power corrupted. The
'British remenibered still the trial of Wanen Hastings in r78i:
though it had ended in acquittal it had served its purlnse-to warn
the nation against'the danger ofarnbitious satĪePs, made rich by the
qpoils ofernpire and seditious by-the temptations of,disant authority.

All in all tįreBritish'were not thinking in imperial terms. They
were rich. They were 'victotious. They were adurired. They were
not yet short ofmar'keg for their iįdustries. They were strategically
invulnerable, and they werepreoccupied.*rith dornestic issues.'Wherr

the queen was crownedr,shortly before her nineteenth birtĮrday, we
may be sure she thought little olany possessions beyond the seas.

She was the island queen, anointed with the pageantry and ritual
evolved by.the island people.during"a thorrsand years of history-
hailed by her island peers, consqcratd by her islandbishops, cheered
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The SntĮnnt'of ĖŅre
thĪough the streets of lpndon by a population which was almogt

undi\rtedly English, Ī ręlly cannot'say äoz proud I Ęļ to be the

Queen of racį a Nation', she wrote in'her journal, and she was un_

questionably thinking ofthe nation of-the English, 14 million stĪong
in tt .i, sormo greerr šquare miles; Even the Īirelsh, the Scots and the

kish vere unftmitar to her then, when the'world called her king-
dom simpĻ'England', andonly seers could foretell how colossally

her res.pgnsibilities were to multipĻ how wildly the image of her

nation would gro ,, and hov different would bė the mearring of her

royalty before her reign was done. (Poor litde Q'rcen'', CarĶ
wrote; 'She is et an age at which a girl can''hardly be tmsted t9

choose a borrnet for herseĘ yet a task is laid upon her ftom which
an archangel might shrink.)

4
Far away Lord Auckland laboured: for enen now there did exist a

British Empire of sorts, an inchoate collection of territories acquired

in bits and pieces over the generations, administered Partly by the

Secretary of Sate for'War and the Colonies, partly bf fgat cnar-

tered companies.It was an įļnsystematic affaĻ, an empire i" 
"b.y_

ane, possessing no unity ofp pose or sense of whoĻ and it was

characteristic tļrat the only complerc regisfer of its affairs was

compiled by an enthusiastic amateru, Robert MontgomeryMartin,
who had travelled in the British possessions and returned to England
a dedicated advocate of the colonial system. Martin estimate,Ą soon

after the Qgeerr'.s acceŠsion, that ttre arca of the overseįįs eirrpire was
'some z million ģuale miles, with a population'of rather more than

loo million. Somė ofits 1nsęssions were relics ofthe old eiģteenth
century empire, some were new settlements of Britons overseas,

some Ī,er the qpoils of reeįt 
"i"tort', 

touched witļr qplendour_
as it said above the guardroom door in St C,eorge's Ęuarą Yallettą
on the nemly acquired island ofMala:

Magme et inÜua Brttantiac
Mditcl'Silļrr'firror ct fuq?e 

"or
IĮaJ irlltį.Ins conftzat a.o. 1 E l 4Į

ļ To ltā ad Unmqur'd 8lritin tbe Ī-on of th MzĮan a į th voöe of
Fgop confrrc thp blotįs. The inscription is still tįrere, a little battcred now.
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The grandest of the imperial possessions were in India: rhere sover-
eignty had beenacquired in sages by theEast Ķia Company until
by 1837 most ofthe p Ļ-continent was under tsrįish suzerainty, and
5orooo Britons, led by. George Auckland, tordā it over *o.ā th*
9o milĮion.Īndians. Then there were the West Indian islands, with
British Honduras and British Guiana on the American meinlend-
the sugar coloniesr,which had for a century and more made a dis-
proportionate ontribution to the proqperity of England, bur were
nol, rotting in decline. There were-the cqlonies in Canada-New-
foundlanģ the oldest. of them all, Nova Scotia settled largģ by
loyaĮists frorn the U.rrrd States, F'rench settlement' in -n'q""oä
Quebec, English and Scots in Onario, and the scattered outposts of
the Hudsods Bay Company in the unimaģable wastelandį of the
west. There were four settlements in Australia, two of them origi-
nally penal colonies, and there was Īreland close to homE rubd Ēy
the English for seven cenruries, and still so primitive that in 1837
the 9rooo PeoPle of Tutlahobagly, c,ounį Donegal, porr.r*ā
betsreen them ten beds and 93 ctrairs.

The C;ape of Good Hope was British, and so was Singapore,
founded by Samford Raffies twenty yeįįrs before. There were trzding
settlements at Penang and Arakan, and Ceylon had been acquired at
the Peacc of r8r5. In Europe the flag few over Gibralar, Heligoland,
the Īonian Islands in the Adriatic, and Malta-Nelson's 'outer-
work to India'. Elstwhere a miscellaneous sciįtter ofislands, strong-

Points and trading stations infinitesimallyenh.anced the grandeuräf
Mr Martin's statistics-the Falklands and the Seychelles, Mauritius
and Gambia, the trading forts oFthe Gold C,oast, Norfolk lsland in
tļe South Pacific, St Helena where Napoleon diģ Guiana and Fer-
nando Po and Bermuda, defined by one visionary srategist of the
d"y * 'central to the.mouths of the Amazonr'the Mississippi, the
Oronooko, the St L wrence, and to the innumerable tribuary rivers
which sęnd their waters through these miģty vomiariej to the
ocgan'. In all, it was estimated, some Ī?rr,'@Brito s were living
overseas, including 56,ooo.soldiers,in the imperial garrisons.

The imperial exBęrience had ineviably left its mark up'on the
British. The East Īndia nabobs, for examplą for'med a distinctive
zuĻsociety of their oĪrn among the British mo.nied classes: often
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immensģ riĄ yellowed by their years in'Madras ot Calcutta,
ecentric of habit and authoriarian of style, ttrey filled theit houses
with ornate mernentoes of the east, and lived in a manner assertivģ
diflerent Ėom the ways of,theii neighbours-more flamboyant, more
alooį and generally less reqponsible, for thouģ many of them ac_

quired subsantial estates upon their retirement Ėom the east, their
roots vere seldom duęp in the countr-yside. The Catibbean planters,
too, many of whom had ome home when the abolition of slavery
spoiled things in the suģislands, fonrred a cohesive group, and the
'lVest India Īntenest provided one'of parliament's most persistent
lobbies. Many a respected family, from the.Barretts of Wimpole
Street to the]Ī-ascelles ofHarewood, owed its diŅty to West Īndian

o jr

enterprise; mansions like Stowe and Fonthill,were built with zugar
money; in the spa societies ofBaģCheĮtenham orTunbridge'Wells
the planters were instandy recognizable, taking the waters with
bronzed cronies Ėom Barbados orJarraicą and eventually filling a
sizeable of wall-qpace in abbey or parish church.

In Inndon, thouģ the offices of empire hardly showed, the
monuments of imperial trade were evident enough. Beyond the
Tower the East India and Ī/est India docks were thronged with
masts and rigģgs; in the warehouses of the Hudson's Bay Company
the beaverpelts :rnd fox skins were piled in their lucrative thousands ;

in the heart of the City, at the corner of Lime and lradenhall
Streets, stood the headģuarters of the F:st India Company, sur-
mountd by a gigantic Britannia, conaining.a magnificent library
and an orienal Repositoryoflndian treasįįĪes.l In Live1pool, Bristol
and Glasgow entire comnrunities had been enriclred qpecifically by
the imperial entelprise. These were the home ports ofthe triangular
trade which hģ for generations, swopped English manufachļred
goods for A&ican slaves for American raw materials, making a profit
on each transaction. Here the slavers had foundtheir crews, shanghai-
ing drunlards in tįe waterside inns of Hotwells or Merseysidģ or
blad<mailing criminals into service. The slaving captains and mer-
chants were still great men there, and the profits of slavery had

r Notably Tipu's Tiger, the working model of an Indian tiger eating an
Englishman which is still to be shuddercd at in the Yictoria and Älbert
Museum.

z8
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passed into t{re civic ar,teries long before, and nourished other lucra-
tive venftres in their.turn.

Here and tįrere throughout the kingdom, too, lesser memorials
bore urjoress to the..fact of empire: captured guns Ėom India or
Quebec, crrrnuremorative pląques to the casualties of tropic wars,
personal trophies like the great'gates which, high and generally in-
visible on the mist-shrouded moors of Knock Fyrish in Easter Ross,
SirHecto: Munro ofFoulis haderec,ted:to cornmemorate the garthe
played, and tįre fornrne he consolidated, at the optoe of Negapa.-
urn in r78r. Gatepost pineapples, Hindu cannons in the Towei of
London, grld.d domes uPon a country house, an exo;Ę grave in a
qcuntry churchyarģ.an unpronounceable batde hoĪlour uPon e
regimental standardl s ch small encrustations upon the island fabric
were symPtoms of,thę imperial instinct t}rat lay: fallow there,
momentarily suMuedJthe. sentiment of Empüe', the yo rg Glad-
stone.called iģ iwhięh.ma1r be called innate in every Briton'.

And already there were a few citizens whor looking ahead into the
Victorian era, thouģt that the national destiny lay in a more deli-
berate oversežļs expansion. There were evangelists w.ho believed in
empire as the instrument ofChristian duty, and social theorists who
beįieved in emigratiqn as the instnrment of enlightened progress,
and merchants unconvinced of the advanages oiFr.. tāae, ana
activists of the West India Interest and the India lobby, and soldiers
bored after a decade ofpeace, and adventurers coveting fresh oppor-
tunities of selĒadvanage, There were fighting patriots, and qpecu-
lators of exotic preference, and there weĪe even prnamentąl
visionaries, half a centrrry before their time, who c.onceived a neĪf
British Empire fremed in symbolism, andendowedwith a grandand
mysticmeaning.

One of these was Robert'Martin, who.standing back from his
immense collection,,of imperial facts, and contemplating his en-
gmvings of colonial seds ānd charters, concluded ģrt th. British
Empire of r837r. ramshackle and disregarded though it seemed,

would prove to be one of the great accomplishments of history, 'on
whose exteįsion and improvement, so far as human judgement can
predict, depends the hāįģness of the woild.r Another"was J. M.

r Mārtin' vho died in 1863, produced his fiĪst impcrial studies without
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Gandy, an able but erratic ardritect of grandiloquent style. Gandy
was already a High Victorian, at the very opening of the Victorian
agą and even before the Queerr's acession he exhibited at the
RoĖ Äcademy a design for an Imperial Palae, to be the home and
headquarteni of the Sovereigns of thc British Empirc; It was to be a
building ofoverpoweriug elaboration, domģ pedimented, turreted,
colonnadģ upheld by, numberless car1 atiĄ ornarrrented with urns
and friezes and mosaic pavements and zunken gardens and ere-
monial saiicases, and allegorically ompletedby the marble columns,
toPPld ignominiously in the forecourt, of earlier and more @Īlsi_
ent sovereignties.

Fifty yorr later the Queen might have loved iq for it was only a
prophetic errpression of national emÖtions to come: but in 1837 it
s ruck a false noą the Impetial Palace was still-born, and ēandy
hi se whose rpst remarkable monument after all was to be Doric
House on Sion Hill in Bath, died unhonoured and unremerrbered,
somesayinsane.l

5
No, in 1837 Erigland seeirred, to need no empĘ and the British
people as a whole Īere not much interested in their colonies. How
could one be expected to show an interest in.a'country like Cąnadą
demanded Inrd Melbourne the Prime Minister, where a salmon
would not rise to a fly? The Seoeury of Sate for Ī/ar looked after
colonial matters in his less busy moments, and in a bad< roo at the
Coloniel office in'Westrninster one might find in effect the embodi-

ent of Briain's imperial authority, shrivelled into the duties of
some obscure official-twe know not the name', as the social re-
former C,harles Buller put iq'the hisory or tįre functions oftlre indi-
vidual, into the naĪĪow lirmits of whose PeĪson we find the Mother

A Cbarming hpntion
Oo..ot y shrunk . . .'ft w'as as though the kingdom had. pur the
imperial id.ea deĮiberatelyout ofmind. As the victorious British pro_
'oegded with their e:rperiments of political reform, as the thriļlirg
new railways crq)t across tļre island_'the velocit1, is deliģffirl,, re-
ported Charles Greville the diarist, dubiously tdĮing tĮeīverpool
train that yeai-as the statesmen ofEngland conemed themselv_es
with the settlement ofEurope, and the āu.py yo*g Qgeen t{rr-tt
o*ly submitted to the burdens of her office-'very few have dore

1 f"l g."d *iil and more real desire to do what is firand right than I
have?-as Dickens got on with Olipn Tpix and landseer started
Dignity and Īnpafuncc and Darwin worked up his notes ori the voyage
of the kagle-as CoMen stormed on about the Corn Laws; and
Char.les Barry.perfected his designs for the new Houses ofParliamenĻ
and the coal-grimed girls draggqd their wagons through the stifling
mine-shafts, and Gļadstone setded dorvn to his treatise on Church
ąnd Stat+-as this most fascinatingofisland states entered upon the
thirty+ixth reign of its ancient monarchy, tie possession of an
overseas empire seenred irrelevant to its wealĄ dignity and interest.
'For tlre fact is, Jardine', wĪote a China merchant in Īondon to his
colleague inCanton, 'the people appear ro be so comforable in this
rnagnificent countrfl so entirģ satisfied in all their desires, that so
long as domestic affairs, including markets, go riģt, they cannot
really be brought to think of us outlanders . .-. .'

Miss Eden appeared to put it in perspective. Fresently Inrd
Auc,kļand went into the Punjab to meet the great King of the Sikhs,
Ranjit singĻ whose heĻ he required in a war he was about to sart.
Ranjit, the Lion ofthe PunjĄ was one of the most powerful men in
Īndiai ąnd a eat ruler ofmen_halĖblind, exceedingly astute, drunk
often upon a mixture ofopium, raw spirit, meat juice and powdered
pearls, perpetnally inquisitive, habitually deceptive, the commander
of a large and efficient army, the master of a colourfirl harem of
nubile ĪIomen and graceful painted boys, and the dictator ofhuman
affairs between theĪndus and the Ęhanpasses.

Ī,ord Äuckland visitcd this formiāable prince in state, giving him
seven horses, an eleģant and two howit ... ,. tokens ofiris .rĮeem,
and Ranlit reqpondcd with gorgeous pageanuies of his own. The
issues they discussed Īrere ver}r grave, the decisions they took

3r

official hĄ but trrrned proftssional later and became the first Treasurer of
thc Colony of Hong Kong-a possession he dcclarcd to be doomed to failure
from tįrc start

1 Įn Ī843: hc was an associatc ofSirJohn Soāne, but scems to havc been,
says the Dictionary of National Biography, 'of too odd and impracticable a
natĮrĪe to ensure prosperity'.
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mome tolļsr Emily, thouģ,*'"a. .4 thcir trarrsactions with de-
ached amuscmeną as thouģ they rpere all no morc than Gothick
fanasią or charades. The,I ng of tįre Sikhs, she thorlģt, lrnked
like a oneqad mouše with whiįkers; and vhen he enterained the
Governor cneral at a banquet, illuminated by 4zrooo lamps, at-
tended Ę his fakir Uziz.ed_Din, g,ith his fire_vnter in a gold .carafe,

and twobands to p-lay, and the myal chil&en crasrling about the
floor, and a Party of screaming dencing_ģls, and an idiorprince,
and a long r.ov of turbaned'sir,daĄ:and the tyrant slowly sinking
into intoxication, and the futrrre ofhundrtds ofthousands ofPeoPlą
the Ėtc ofimmense mritories, all imrmediately at s,take_tstilf, re_
porrcd Mss Eden to her sister, 'we a saiā *what a chārming
Paflt'', just as we should havc,said formerly at Lady cs or Ędį
IdJ

rr Ļ Eden died u married in 186g, comfärtably homc in Richmonģ a
successful novelist, a fashionablc hostess, and thc author_ofen cutra cing
book oflndian tettcfE, U?Th ho* from which I havc drawn these ģcĮ
turcs. Hcr hrcthcr Goorgą aĘ will appcar again in our narratįve?

\fer almost ar once a seminal i*p..irl event occ,urred: the finalJ. rnanumission of slarrcs thropģout he British' possessions.
Slav'ery. as,ouclr had. bęęrr abolished in 1834, bu. , foi Äo.h.. fo*
years slaves were borrnd by a sSptem of apprenticeship to their
masters, and it :wes.,not untit A gust r,, rsgg, that the last serfs of
errrpĘ nearly aļ 

-black 
AĖicans, *ere officialĻ emancipated. There

werc 768rooo of them, not counting those i" tt. hanįs of native
Potentetes whose.bondage lingeĪed-longer. This was a Ė"rh ,art
indeeį The old British EmpirĮ had becn inelrtricably linked Īdth
slavery. Colonies had b*" įriļ po.,Ļ pooti"ą industries de_
pended upon_it, *d i. T orry thi.ty yeai since į.itist *iįiory
r=lĮt:fsr _*ļr Ėced with ą shortagā of manpowe paid cash foi
tļrelr 

-9lo*al rrolunt15s. So organicaa 
'tr"..y 

*äo, 6 the shape of
lie o'd Ppite -that 

the eiģhteenth-cerrnrry cartographers a.ia.a'West Aį.ica quite natrrrally by commodities-tte cota Coast for
.minerals, ttre Īvory Coast for 'elephant t'ļsks, the Slave Coast for

. human beings. M".y British famities had numbered tįreir secrrrities
in hurnan stodģ for to perfectly decent Britons, only a generation
before, slavery had seemed paĮ of the divine oider. ,ro"abolish 

a
sun?,thoughtBosurell, Ļhich inell agq GoD haš sanctioneģ and

an has continued, would not only"be robbr! to an innumerable
ct1_s of our fellow-subjects; lui it would be elĻeme cnrelty to the
Afücan sarages, a portion ofwhom it . . . intr,oduced into a mu"h
Ęnnier s te 9f Ę'The end of slavery was thus doubly ritual:
obse'quies for the old empire, consecration for the new.

2
-

I.et us visit, on that day, the litde town of Farmouth in northern

3?
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momentous.. E*ily, thouĄ,watched their transactions with de_
tached aĪnusement, as though tlrey were all no more than Gothick
fanasies, or charades. The Ķing of the Sikhs, she thought, looked
like a one-eyed mouse with whiskers; and when he enterained the
Governor-Gcneral at a banque.Ļ illuminated'by 4zrooo lamps, at-
tended by his fakir Uziz_ed-Din, with his fire_water in a gold caĪafe,
and two bands to play, and the royal children crawling about the
floor, and a Partr of screaming d*.ing-ģls, and an idiot Prince,
and a long rovr of turbaned sirdars, and the tyrant slowly sinking
into intoxication, and the future ofhundreds ofthousands ofp*pĘ
the fate of immense territories, all immediately at stak*'still?, re-

Portd Mss Eden to her sister, 'we all saiā "what a charming
party'', just as we should have said formerly at Laģ C's or Ędyj"'.f

ļ Emily Eden died ulmarrid in 1869, comforably home in Richmonģ a
successful novelisq a fashionable hostess, and tįre author ofsn cntrancing
bmk of I dian letterą U2 Th Cu*1, &om which I have drawn thesc pic_
tures. Her bĪothcr GeorgE alas, will appcar again in our'narratįve.

7'/fu ̂
ry 
r, fu^rr' 

^ 
2 rrr.,,r.r ą,1 /

ET almost at once a seminal i*p.rid event occurred: the finalļ manurrrission of slaves throughout tļre British possessions.
Slav'ery as such had bęe.n abolishā in 1834, but for Äother four

CHAPTER TI O
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years slaves. yo" bolnd by a system of apprenticeship to their
masters, and iį w,as, not until August r, rl3ā, that. the last serfs of
emPire, nearly all llack Aeicans, *ere officialĻ emancipated. There
were 768rooo of them, not counting those in the hands of natiye
Po-tentates whose bondage lingered lor1ger. This was a Ėesh start
indeeį The old British rmpirĮ had been inextricably linked with
slavery_ Colonies had been įuiļt upon the practice, Ļdustries de-
Pendd upon it, and it ĪH oģ thirty y.ars sin.. Britišh .iliory
,:ooit 

_rr, 
wlren faged with ą shortage of manpower5 paid cash for

their colonial volunteers. So organic did slaverysėm tä the shape of
the old empiie that the eighteenth-cenarry cartograģe s dirrid.d'West Africa quite naa*ally by commodities-the C,old Coast for
minerals, the lvory Coast for elephant tusks, the Slave Coast forh r* beings. M*y British fanrilies had numbered their securities
in hurnan stock, for to perfectly decent Britons, only a generation
b.fo.., slavery had seemed part of tlre divine order- ,TJabolish 

a
thouģtBoswellr'which in all ages GoD has sanctionģ and.

man has continued, would not only be robbry to an innumerable
cl*ss ofour fellow-subjects; but it would be eitreme cruelty to the
Afücan Savages, a portion ofwhom it . . . introduced intoa much

Ęmie1 sate of life.'The end of slavery was thus doubly ritual:
obsequies for the old empire, consecration for the new.

,. 2
Let us visit, on that dayr, the little town of Falrnouth in northern
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Jamaica. It was a pleasant clapboard sort of place, wide straight
streets and a lighthouse on the shore, set et the foot ofthe Cockpit
Coontry on the Atlantic coast of thb island. Several great suger

estates dominated tĮre countŅ round abouĻ and Falmouth was the

outlet for their merchandise, and the chief shopping and gathering
place for their slaves. Īt was a-livģ town, made elegant by the

colonial BritisĻ made exuberant by the e )atriate blacks. Clouds
sofģ drifted through the mountain-tops behind: in front the etlan-
tic breakers frothed-and churned.It is true thatJamaica, severely

hit by the proqpectofemancipation, vas in the economic doldrums,

but still it was a lovely islrnģ full of gay animation, and mellowed
by two centuries ofthį colonial Presence.

The aesthetics, though, were misleading. Jamaica was one of the

most imporant slave colonies-there were 32orooo blacks to some

3jrooo whitbs-and slavery there had been an institution of ruth-
less power. The shģ plantation houses on their hillsides, the
picturesque affection of the old retainers, the native merriment, the

air ofindolent eāse, all gave a false impression ofmagnolia charm and

patemalism. In reality t}re įife of the island was based uncomPro-

misingly upon the ownersĘ and exploiation of human bei1ss.
Architecturally any of the Falmouth sugar estates graphically illus-
trated this tmth. Take, for instance, Orange Valley, a well-known
plantation a few miles north of town. It was built of solid limestone,

and diqplayed an almost ecclesiastical air of conviction. On the hill
above stood its Great Housą balconied and wide+aved, lapped by
lawns and caressed by creepers. Nearby was the house of the over-

seer, an Ēnglish yeoman house, Pfetty' in an unassuming Ī/ay, as

tĮrough always conscious of its place at the mansion gates. And all
around the central factory area, where the sugar was refined and

packed, were.the slave-installations-the slots or stables or repair
bays in which those human mechanisms were installģ housed and
serviced. The refinery had a churcŅ look; its limestone finģ
dressed and mortared; the slave hoqpital wes an elegant little struc-

ture in the classicaļ mode; the slave quarters were rows and rovrs of
shanties, like ridcety garden pavilions, with their vegeteble plots
behind (slaves were eĘ)ectd to groĪr their own nourishmerrt) and
their gauģ patched washing fluttering upon their clothes-lines. It
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w"as-a highly functional arrangemenr: like a ship disposed about its
enģe-rqom, the estate was assembled eficiently about its motiye-
powtr, the muscle ofcaptive hurnans.r

orange valĘ was dęrly brrilt to last, and it looked on tįre face
'of it benevolent enough-lthat gracious house ol the hilll that bow-
ered 

9ottag9 for the overseer, the hoŅtal in whose wards, it seemeģ
crinolined ladies rnust surelĮ be soothing with scented hands the
broŲs of gratefirl feryered blacks. But slavery in the British 'West

Ī1dies w. a-s1ot alwayp like that. A series ofexposės had latģ revealed
that British slave-masters could be ,. *.l as any Arab įraders or
Bokhara khan. The English public had read witirhorrified fascina-
tion ofears cut offin p nishment, eyes gougģ teeth drawn, hands
amputated. Slaves wer.e hung by their arms from trees, nailed by
their_ears to Posts, clamped in steel collars or iron boots. ThrougĖ-
out the British possessions the slave had been utterly et the meģ of
his employer---or worse still his employer,s wife, who *", oft n
more vicious in the refinement ofher spite.

Ofcourse there Īrere good owners too, conditions greatly varied
in tlre nineteen British slave colonies, and no doubt evangė cal re-
porters sometimes exaggerated the horrors. But the coĀensus of
evidence was appalling, and it was not surprising that when the finaļ
emancipation gT. at lasr, on that August day in rg3g, the negroes
ofFalmouth celebrated it with almost hysteįcal fervour. The pĻtor
of tĮre Baptist Chwch, the Reverend william Knibb, ,,rm*oįd his
congregation for a midnight service of thanksgiving, and the ne-
groes assembled joyously. Mr lfuibb was oneįf thį most active
non-conformist clergymen on the isļanģ a native ofNorthampton-
shire and a passionate abolitionist, and he ceried his faith theatric-
ally, as the blacks preferred. ft was very hot that night. The wide
lattice windows of the chapel were oPen, clurnry insēcts buzzed"n
the lamplights, the .ong.Ļtio, *r, 

" 
bi* ofįrimary c,rlours and

glistening blacĻ and as the midnight deadline drę* nĖr, Mr Kniļb
ļ orange Valley is 1 cattle ranch now, thLrough whose compounds stylish

negro cowboys ride. Most ofits slave_buildings are in ruins; rāts, tizards and
a bam owl live in the derelict Great House; but overgrown behind the garden
the mausoleum of its founding family, theJarretts, has monumentaliy sur-
vived the centuries, and is fluttered over by yellow butterflies
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ascerrded his pulpit with portenous stę. Īhe hour apĪroacies !' he
criģ pointing a quivering finger at the clock-upon the'wall. 'The
time is do*ing near! The mo.nster is dģg!'-and as the minutes
ticked by, and the pastor stood there tense and fiery, and the har-
monium playd, so the congregation worked itself into a ftrenry of
orcitement and deĘht, until, midniģt struģ Knibļ cried tri-
umphantly, ofhe monster is dead!' and all those negroes leapt to
their feet and broke into cheers, songsr shouts, tears and embraes.
The slaves were free! They took tlre rymbols oftheir bondage, chain,
whip'and iron collar, and bį]ried them for,ever in the schoolroom
yard, singing a dirge as they did so:

' 
Nolz sĮavn1oeIa1tŲ Įeforn1ixtbe dast,

And bamedft n Įet it tbne retuin!
A įrotted and nonedoitb }nfanįs dust

Be eo na1obŲ andfcxn and cbnk.l

3
Thouģ slavery had been so old an imperial Practice, paradoxically
its ending did not weaken the idea ofemģe, but rather gave it new
life: for among those who argud that Briain had an imperial mis-
sion to fulfil wele the prime agen_ts of abolition, the English evangeli-
cals. They were a power in the land. They had infiluzted the Bstati
lished ChurĄ they had rqlresentatives in the highest quarters of
governme t, their most celebrated s1nkesman, ĪIilliam Wilber_
force, was a saint among low churchmen, ifa prig among hiģ. The
eva gelical forc*-Ļital Christianitt'-lras concerned with every
kind of crueĘ and injustice. Prison refonn, factory conditions,
corPoral and capial punishment, cĮild labourr.-cruelty to animals,
the treatment oflunatic 'aļl these matters engpged the conscience

r Mr Knibb's church was destroyed by a hurricane in 1944, but its prescnt
successor' named in his memo,ry, conains a marblc pąnel depicting this
scene. In the churchyard is a mo ument to K ibb 'eręcted by tĮre Emanci_
pated Slaves, to vhosc cafranfiscme-nt and elevatįon his indefatigable
o<ertions.so largely contributed', and when I went to servie tįerc one Sun-
day morning ürrC69 I found his parishioners as merry, kind and passioaarc
a8 evģr.
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of-the English reformers in the first decades of the nineteenth cen-
tury. In the i.P"ri"l context, thouģ, they were conce-rned most
with the welfare of the coloured peoįes, and their several instiar_
tions became powerful forces of imperial commiment: the Clapham
Sect, a humānitarilrn ctrlt whose mernbers had included a Govārnor_
General of Berrgģ a GoverrlÖr of Sierra Ī,eone, several members of
Parliament and a permanent head of the Colonial office; the AĖican
Asstrciation, whieh concerned itself Īrith the e ploration of Äfrica
for humaniarian ends, and which was to dweĘ into tļe Roy"l
Geographicel society; theĮ'boriģes Protection Society, founded in
the year of Queen Victoria's accession; or best-known cif all, Exeter
Hall, not really x institution at all, but a religious merting hall in
the Strarrd whose nāme had becomq s5rnonymous rith the entire
humanitarian movement.

- Īt was the presswe of this vague but potent guild that gave to
the Victorian Empüe, in its earliest years, ftnctiohs of guardian-
ship. Exeter Hall believed that the pwer ofGreat Britain shouļd be
used to guard the welfare of the backward peoples, to protect them
from exploiation, and guide therr into tļre Christian way. The
Colonial Office became a stronghold ofimperial trusteeship-James
Stephen,'Mr Mother CounŅ, its perrrranent under-secretary in
rB38, was a stalwart ofExeterHdl, while Lord Glenelg, the Colonial
Secretaryr was hardly less evangelical. Even Lord Melbourne, that
worldly old WhiS could hardly disregard so strong a political cur-
rent, for the evangelicals were skilled propagandists, mesters of the
pamphlet and the PĪotest march, the petition and the fund-rai g
needle-party. The House ofCommons itself refleaed the trend in a
motion which, while it did not actually advocate the ęxtension of
empire for pious Purposes' did Ģall upon all colonial governors and
officers to Promot tĮre spread of civilization among tļre Natives
everywĻere, and'lead them to the peaceful ānd voluntary reception
of the Christian religion'.

So for rnany Victorian Englishmen the instinct ofempire was first
to be rationalized as a call to Christian dugy. Iord John Russell, a
future Prime Minister, defined the imperial po.poĮ. towards įh.
negro people as being 'to encourage reĮigious instruction, let them
partake of the blessings of Christi*ity, preserye order and internal
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peace, induce the African race to feel thatwherever the British flag
flies they have a frierrd and protector, ched< all oppression, and

wat& over the impartial administration ofthe lav/. Even the direc-
tors of iįre Hudson's Bay.Company, a sufficienģ materialist con-

cern, laid it down in stąrrding orders that divine service must be
read each Sunday in its remotest Canadian fir posts, for the civiliza-
tion and.instnrction of the Red xndians. Thē satesmen of England
had behaved with exemplary,rnodesty and restraint in setding the

affairs of the world in r8r5, but by r83$ one detects a certain smug-
ness among the islanders, and this superior tone ofvoice carrre noĻ as
.it would later come, from an arrogent Right, but from a highly
nroralistic Ir . TheŅddle classes, newly enfranchised, were emerg-

ing into power: and it was the middle classes who would eventualĻ'
prove, later in Victoria?s reign, the most passionate imperialists ofall.

The greatest triumph of the evangelftäs was the abolition of
slavery. Economically its results had been devastating. Planters were

ruined frod Antigua to Mauritius.r Middlemen of Ashanti, slave

capains ofMerseyside, overseer-s ofNassau, found themselves with-
out an occupation. Paupers proliferated in all the slave colonies, squat-

ters defied the land laws, a Select Committee defined die condition
of the everage Jamaican fręedman as otiam cam dignitaa-'id|e
digniqt'-which he fulfilled by working for a few hours two days a

weeĻ and going home with a botde ofBass. Most of the sugar colo-

nies never really reco.vered. Thousands oflndians had to be shipped
to the V/.est Indies t6 work the estates there, and in Jamaica tĮre

authorities were obliged to import German labourers toe-dirty and

dĪunk, thought the planters, who were hard to please.2 In london
tļre'lVest India Association warned that there might be no other
couĪse for the caribbean colonies but to (appeal to the Crovn for a
release Ėom their unprofitable allegiancei in order tlrat they may
attacĮr themselves to some other country willing to extend to them
the protection of a parent State'. Īn all the British Government had

1 OneJamaica 
"rt"t" 

th.t Īletted dlĪrooo annually in the r8zos was sold in
the r84os for {r,65o, and by the r85os vas said to be worth about {80o.

į Their descenģants survive, around Seaford Town in Westmoreland
C-ounŲl and look today, thanks to.a century and a half ofin-breedin5 whiter
than anyone else in Jamaica.
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to Pay out {zo million in compensation (Į8184 8s 9d of it to .the

9r:fuy. .l ttre Pr_o_P1 tion of tįie cospel, whosĮ ex ofitumembers
included the Archbislgp or YoĄ anā whose p.op.iti.' included
two plantations in Bar6adoį.

But'morally ernancipatio put tihe British on a special plane, and
set an exlnple for the world. It also gave a fresh impuise to the
empira Īf so muclr could be achieved 6y agitation atīome, what
pighl not be done if the moral authoriry of ongland were distri-
bu-ted across the earth-to tacį<le the evils ofshvJry, ignorance and
paganism at soįļrce, to teach the simpler peoplej the benefits of
Steam, Free Trade and Revealed Religion, 

"nā 
to esablish not a

world empire in the bad Napoleoni.'.Ļ.., but a Moral Empire of
loftier intent? So was evolved the chemistry of evange ä im-
perialism; and since hatred of slavery was its origina inģedient, it
became_tļre first imperial puĮpose ofVictoria's ,.ign to eitend to'all
parts of the world the convictions of Exeter Ha and Mr Mother
Country on wļat the Americans in their prevaricating bigotrry pre-
ferred to call the Peculiar Īnstitution.r

4
The British could not enforce the abolition of slavery everywhere in
the world, but their command ofthe sea did qualify th.* to int .f.r.
with the movement of slaves from source tā *sįom.r. Īn the sup.
pression ofpiracy the Empire had alreģ assumed a police ftnction.

Ņow its power was harnessed to the evangelical pu1pose, and for the
first thirry years ofVictoria's reign the Royal NŅ, chief task was
the interception of slavers. Ī,egally the anti-slave pātrols vere inter- '

national, the Americanr-French and Portuguese nāvies contributing
squadrons : in practice they were almost entirĄ British, in executioi
as in concept.

The main slave routes ran out ofequatorial Africa east and west.
whether the Africans were destined for emirs ofyemen or planters
of Brazil, the conditions of their joumeys were equally įerrible.
Captured in war or slave-raid, by Arabs or fellow-Africans, they

l As against the Pernicious ArticlE which is what the British themseįves
called the most profitable commodit"v oftheir eastern commerce, opium.
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stumbled often for hundreds of miles th-rgh scrub and forest,
chained andyoked with wooden collars, whipped and bullied merci-
lessly to keep them on their feet. Ifthey werc travelling easĻ they
were shipped to Zanfrar, paraded for purchase in the great slave
market there, and sold to buyers Ėom Arabia or tįre further east.
If they were going west, they found themselves in stod<ades or
barracoons in the foetid estuaries ofthe Slave and lvory coasts, where
they were beaten for discipline's sake and put into stock. Here they
werc in the hands of European rerregades and hąlf-castes, who soļd
them in nrrn to,the slaving captains always o,ritiog ofrshore: and
so before long they were shipped away on their last joo.-t.y, by the
notoĪious Middle Passage tÖ Brazilr.or (illegally but all too often)
to the southern United States. East or west, thotrsands ofslaves died

- į rutezon the,Atlantic vo1age, even as late as -the r84os, probably
about a quārter ofthose embarkeį

At first the Royal Navy tried to end the traffic by interception at
sea, and a ramshackle squadron offrigates, sloops and gunbrigs, all
the Admiratty could spare, pottered up and dourn the WestÄfrican
coast, or latei in and out of Tnnzrbatrin pursuit ofslavers. This was
a job the Navy loathed, despite the bounty peid-fJ a head for each
liberated slave, or {z ros,Įfhe died before reaching port The slave-
ships were generally faster and better sailers than the eld9ģ par_

. ships of the patrols, and the Navy's caPf,iĪls were hamstrung by
legalism. The 'lVest African sation, irt particular, could be a capain's
nightmare. Though there were Er:ropean trading posts up and dovn
the coast, several ofthem British, Ī/est Africa had no forrral frontiers,
or even clearly defined sovereigntiqs, and there vas scarceĻ a creek
for z,om miles that did not sometimes harbour slave-shĻs. 'Here we
at r' wĪote one officer of the slave patrol, 'in the most miserable
sation in the worĘ attempting the impossible.' The sight ofa slave_

shi1i was the signal for the frigate capain to r_rsack his locĮ<er for
the necessary reŅations, for his action dePeļlded upon tlre slavet's
nationality. ĪIitļr some foreign States, Briaįn had reached full
agreement on seardres: if a ship had slaves on boarģ or carried
equipment obviously designed for slaving pulposes, like sha&les,
balls and cheirr5, or whips, then she could be seized willy-nilly. Īvith
other countries, notably the United Sates, Briain had not been

IĮigb and ĪĮoĮ1 Īvork

able to condude an'equiprnent ciausd-if slaves *ere nį t onboard

.in the flesh, the fiigate capąin c.ould do nothing. other Sates again
\ad no agreement with Briain at all, so that to oard a ship mighĮ be
interpreted in a court of ļaw as an aet ofwar, or pirary.

All this made interception an embarrassing p...rr. Ofcen it was
exceedinģ difficult to overhaul a zuqpected slaver in the first place,
so that the boarding parfy was received with caustic condesdsion,
often tįre slavet's true nationality .Īras impossible to determine.
Most often of all, the unfortunate patrol commander found himself
legally impotent, however many pairs ofmanacles or instruments of
torture he foundon tioard, and was lauģed overboard bydisreqpect-
ful Fortuguese, or abused by Spaniards. Americans especially āouH

- be insufferable. The United States had made slave trafic illegal
in r8o8, and occasionally contributed a sloop or two to the siave
patrols: but slavery itself was still legal in the southern Sates, the
American Ambassador in london was a Virginian, and the Ämericans
had never conceded the RoyaĮ Navy's rig 

't 
of searcĻ sotĮat every

interception was a diplomatic gamble. American slavers had the
best ships, toe-eqpeciallv Baltimore clippers and New york slocps,
which vere ämong the fastest vessels afloat, and could easily out-
menoeuvĪe the clumsy broad-beamed brigs of the patrols. one
successful American slaver was the schooner wmįįįr;, built as a
pleasure-yacht and owned by a Georgia slaving syndicate: she flew
the pennant of the New York Yacht Club, and her master once enter-
tained the officers of a Royal Navy frigate to a merry dinner on
boarģ before packing 75o slaves below deck and sailing for ho e.
Änother was the barque Martba Atn. Gjven chase in the Adantic
once, this exasperatinģ.vessel at.first showed no colours, only hoist_
ing the Stars and Stripes after a number ofwarning shots. Why had
she not hoisted colours before? the British officers demanded of her
captain, when at last they caught up with the barque, but the
Amcrican was not abashei. Ī guessr' he lanŅdly replied, '.w..e wetē
eating our suppr.'

5
However hard the Navy tried, the slave tradę continued. As the
King ofBonny had told the capain of the last English slaver, when
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they bid a sentimenal fareweĮ to each other years before, 'we tink
trade no stop, for allwejuju men tell we so, fordem sayyolļco_įrntry
no qm niber pass God A'mighty'. Erery kind of nrse continued to
baffie the patrol*-false colours, hidden declŠ, forged papers, mid_
octan transferg. Presendy the Navy took to flrįhing tĮre trade out
on shore, and an arc,hetypal impedal action vras the desti,uction, in
r84o, of a particularly notorious slave station at the mouth of the
Gallinas river, in Sierra Īeone. Then as now the estuaries of 'W'est

Africa were among the nastiest places on earrh. Flat, sw'ampy, hot,
qprawlin5 brackiĄ fly_infestģ mosquito_ridden, fringed with
gloo*y rĪrrļngroves and monotonorrs paĮms, they lay beneath the
heardess sun in secretive desolation. Of them all, one of the most
detesable was the estuary ofthe Gallinas.r It w hotter and swam-
pier than anywhere, its mangroves gloomier and its swaĪĪįPs more
awful, and among its creeks and lagoons, protegted by the river bar
and the Adantic surĘ, a Spanish trader named P.edro Blanco had es-
ablished a slave mart. Its barracoons, ofreed and palm thatch, were
scattered emong the swamps, invisible from the seabut easĻ aces-
sible by creela from the interior. Its warehouses were full ofgoods for
barter, doths, rum and Cuban tobacco. Blanco himselt who was
immensely rich and flamboyandy immoral, įiv' ed on an island deę
in the swa ļP, amended by.a black se.raglio, and on lesser islets all
around sentries with telesopes on high lookouts kept watch over
theAtlantią

This was a hideouģ zucessful enterprise. Blanco had estaĻ
lished an alliar'rce with the chieĖ of the surro'unding countrysiĄ
notably King Siaka of Gallinas, and the coasal tribes acted as his
egents, Prrįi" advane for the slaves they could catch inland. e
regular trade was esablished with Cubą in Pornrguese, Brazilian
and American slave-ships, and the barracoons were nearly rl*ryt
fuIl of slaves awaiting shipmeną sometimes 5ro@ at a time. Two är
three ships arrived gach month at the esnrąry. Blanco imported his
shackles Ėom Englanģ and recruited a staff of Spaniards: Ķing
Siaka dined offsilver plate.

The Royal Navy knew this place well Ėom a distance, and had
'1Now renamed the Kereģ and a popular weekend rcsort for Freetown

sPortsmen.
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bloct<aded the estuary for months ataĖme.Butit was independent
territory, and until October, r84o, the British could find o .**..
to go ashore. Then a black British subject, Mrs Fry Norman of
Sierra Leoną was kidnapped byKirg Siaka's son Manna as sea:rity
for a debt. Ī have to inform yorf, Mis Norrnan wĪote to the debtoį
a Mrs Grey ofFreetown, Cthat Mr Manna has catched me on yoĮļr
accoĮļnt, and is determined to deain me until you come yourself.
Between now and night all depends on good or evil hearr of Mr
Manna. Therefore you will lose no time in coming to my assistance
on yoĮļr ec@įrnt.' But instead of Mrs Grey it was C;ommander

Joseph Denman, R;N., with the arrrred schooner īīzanįįrcr and the
bigs RoĮĮa and Smacnwhorin an early exertion of the Victorian im-
perial principl e cipįs' britat icįļ''įļnrarrived wrathful and deterrrrined
at the barofthe GalĮinas.

Denman was the son of a distinguished abolitionist, Inrd Chief
Justice Denman, and had himself felt passionately atiout the evils of
the slave trade since, as a young lieutenant, he had sailed a cap.
tured slaveracross theAtlanticwith 5m halfdeadAfricans on board.
'I was forry-six days on that voyage, and altogether four montļrs on
board of her, where I witnessed the most dreadful suferings that
human beings could endure.'Denman was aching to settle scores not
only with Siaka, but with the Spa ish traders too, and he used the
plight ofpoor Mrs Norman as pretext for a double action.

He had no mandate for an attack upon the barracoons-Britain
īrās not at'war with the Gallinas chiefs_but he acted Nelsonically,
on his own. Īilith three boatloads of blue-jackets he rode the surĘ
crossed the bar and seized the biggest of the estuary islands. Almost
at once, without a shot, the whole iniquitous enterprise coJlapsed.
Husding as many slaves as they corrld into cįnoes, the Spaniards
fled up the creeks into the bush. Mrs Norman was triumphantly re;
leased. More than a thousand slaves were freed of their chains. Aļl
the barracoons and warehouses were burnt. Siaka and the fiefs
sigued an Ąect treaty of renunciation, promising to abandon the
slave trade altogether, whatever the ju-ju men said, and e4pel all the
slave traders fiom their territories. The Gallinas trade was ex-
tinguished, and the,British consul in Havana ręorted a stream of
anxious slave-traders, requesting his advice about future proqpects.
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Some yeas later one ofBlanco's associates at the Gallinas station,
whom the Navy had rescued Ėom his own infuriated captives and
shippe{ away to safety, ungratefully sued Denman for trespass and
the seizure of pmperty-a familiar hazard of the slave patrols: but
the judges of the Court ofExchequer, who knerr the Commande/s
father well, directed th" jory to clear him.

6
This bold little action was a foretaste of imperial manners b come,
.but its effect was transitory. Though it led to CIeaties with most of
the slave-trading chiefs along the \ilest African coast, they vere
seldom hqnoĮrred for long. The legal complexities remained in-
soluble, and the movement towards Free Trade at home actually en-
couraged the slave caffic, for it greatly bolstered the ecbnomies of
slave States like Cuba and Brazil. Though the Royal Navy lr'berated

in all some Ī5orooo souls, the Adantic slave traffic did not end until
the victory of the North i the Ämericarr Civil'War, twenty years
later. Äs for the Red Sea tradą it continued fitfully much longei
still, with illicit shipments of boys to the poderasS princelings of
Arabia, or allocations ofreainers to the Sulan ofMirscat. Throuģ-
out the first halfofthe nineteenth century the slave patrol remained
one of the Navy's principat chores, a dury as i plicit to the fact of
British maritime power as guadship duty in Gibralur, or cruiser
service on the West India sation.l

,No less demanding a onern ofthe imperial evangelists, though,
was what to do with the slaves when they were liberatģ for of
course they could not be retumed to barbarism. Forunately the em,
nre already' possessed a haven. Īn the eiģteenth aentury therc had

been some ĪAooo slaves in Briain itseĘ scattered in gendemen's
housės throuģout the kingdom.2 Īihen domestic slaverT was made

r Ships of the Royal Navy continued to carrf slavery manuals until r97o.
į of whom I cannot forbear. to mention Jack Blaclc of Ystumllyn, near

my ov'm home in Caernarfonshirc. He vas tlre,only black man in North
W'des, and the local girls adorcd him: as his biographer austerely obsenrcd in
t888' go2n 1 g-d t fr* ci cŲn_|thc cnow sccs its young as white'. Jaclcs
graviestone bears the inaccurarc but touching epitaph, in Welsh: :

l

:

l

l
I
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illegal in t71z many of these people, together with ex-slaves from
Nova Scotia, became the nucleus of an experiment in humanitarian
imperialism*the creation of a new tsritish colony, specifically for
liberated negroes, on the coast of West Africa. It was to contribute
p the ending of tļre slave trade everywhere, its sponsors said, by
'civilization, Ctuistianity and the cultivation oftįre soil'.

The chosen shore had been named by the Spaniards Sierra Leone,
for the crouching lion.shape of the hill above its bay, and the capial
of the new setdement was called ineviably Freetown, but most of
the hamlets upon the peninsula were given names ofineffable British-
ness, to stand as texts of enlightenment. There was 'Wilberforce,

there was Buxlon; there was Charlotte and there was Regent.
Gloucester was dotm the road from Īeicester, and the road from
'Waterloo to Wellington ran through Hastings, Grafton and Allen
Town-all this at a time when the vast mass ofAfrica had never seen
a white man at all, and įhere was not a single European consul be-
tween Freetown on the one shore andZaribar on the other. From
the very sart Sierra lrone, though its population was aļmost en-
tirely negro, iepresented an implanted culture: a black British cul-
ture, evangelically C.Īristian, conventionally diligent.

The colony made several false starts, for the'ex-slaves proved.
inept colonists at first, and its early years were disturbed. As the wit
Sydney smith observģ there were always two Govemors of Sieita
Leone, the one who had just arrived, and the one who was just
leaving. Among the new setdeĪs there were undersandable pģu-
dices against white patronage of any kind: some citizens, after all,
believed tļrat the uniforms of the redcoat ganison were dyed with
the blood of slaughtered negroes, and that British oficers' brains
were developed by a potion of boiled African heads. As the years
passeģ and the neighbouring Äfrican peoples infiltrated the colony,
and liberated slaves, arrived too from the West Indies, and from
caPtured slave-ships, some rļnsusPected doctrines'were grafted up-
on the Christian orthodoxies, and distinctly heretical pieties were

Higb and HoŲ Īlork

Inditpas th landofry lirtb,
Bat I pas cbrbtcad in Wala;
Tbis s2ot, nzrkcdty a grey sĮab,

k n1 coĮd, dok ruting2lacl.
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pursued in the less respecable quarters ofFreetourn. Witchcraft vras

įraaised when the clergyrrren were not looking. $ecret societies

āourished. Streets narrred for statesmen, governors or eminent men of
God found racier lqcal nicļ<names. Yet Sierra Īeone remained above

all aChristian setdement upon theefrican shorą award ofevangeli-
cal imperialism: spires and chapel roofs omamented the FĪ etown
sĻline, and ifSaturday nights were rumbustious in the backstreets,

Sunday mornings were richwith hyrr.urs and selĖimprovement.

Architecturally the litde town was remarkable, for here alone the

Georgian sŲle was applied to tropical AĖica. Freetown was bui-lt to
a grid system, Fartly as an image ofEuropean order, Pardy perhaps

tomake it easier to police. Some of its streets were surprisingly ele-

gant. They were lined with deę-eaved villas three oi four stories

įrigĻ builį of a heavily rnortąrd yellowish sandstone, with white
balonies and well-proportioned windows-=<omfortable, solid-

looking houses, pleasantly sited on the qloPes ofHowe or Trelawny
Streets, and made piquant by a ertain naivety of design-a gentle

crudeness, which gavc them a child-like charm, like rows of dolls' , ,

houses in the r*r in". Handsome stone stePq led dovrn to the har- "
bour ofFreetown, an Anglicarr cathedral stood predominandy abovą
and the litde capital kept as its fulcrrrm the handsomę oak tree, now
tfie hub ofa cross-roads, at whose fee tn 1787 the founding fathers of
the colony had declargd their intentions with a short and low church
service.

Freetown society was rich and strange. The founders had been

conemed to create an educated African hi rgeoisĻ to be the

governing class ofthe place, and to pelpetuate its Christian origins:
the evangelicals were seldom radicals in *y modern se1se, and
generally held strong Ī/higgish views about pro'perry end the conti-
nuity ofcląss. Almost at once they founded a place ofhigher educa- '

tiori, Fourah Bay College, which inhabited an imposing building
on the hill, and which presendy produced an eįtire social layer of
educated A-&icans{ergyman, lavyers, school-teachers, civil ser-

vents. These werė the first of the Sierra Leone Creoles, a people
destined to play an lirportant part in the develo'pment of the British
Empire. 'Creole' was a word ofmany meanings. In the Frendr colo-
nies ofAmerica itmeant a locally-born Europan. In Spanish South
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American it meant a halĖcaste predominantly white. In West
Africa it meant at first a liberated slave or his descendants, as dis-
tinct from a local Afr'ican: but tļere it presentĻ came to mąm moĪe
,T? *d signified a Person who subscribed to Įhe particular Anglo-
African culture propagated by Fourah Bay.

The Creoles became an imperial caste. They developed their own
Afro-English language, Krio_far more than apidgin īanguage, but
a_tongļļe with its own literature, which sounded inae.a n<e īt orty
slurred recording ofcultured southem English, bgt was graced witir
its own nuances and idioms, and,eventually became so divorced
fr9m the PaĪen! language t'hat scholars translated Shakeqpearian
plays into it.l They,wore European clothes, conveniently dilįrenti-
ating them from thē local tribespeople, whom they tendj to deŅse,
and who were either draped in blinding swoops of textile, or almost
totally nude. They filled their houses with the orthodox bricĮ-brac
of the English middļe classes, upright pianos and lithographs and
Portraits of the Qįleen and framed embroidered sampleri. They
aimed above alĮ at respectabitity. Ī/e see them, in starched whitį
collars and stifling crinolines, presiding stiffiy over public functions,
or t iling beneath sunshades to morning sen"ice. 'We see their
heavy black features sweating over dog-collars (the first black Angli-
gn bishop was a Creole) or sruffi into red serge jackets (the first
black British a y doctor was anotheį or crowned lritĮr judge,s
*igl: ol hung about with stethoscopes, or bespecracled over phile
sophical treatises. They ran tĮre colony tnore or less themselves,
with intermittent advice from white governors and tĪansient civil
servants, and by and large they did it well. One of the earliest c
herentplans for selĖgovemment in British African colonies ]res Pro-
duced by Major Africanrp Horton, who had *joy.d a successfuļ

1 For cxample:
Paddy fun, aoantrr' na aĮĮ oa1 da1
lĮar Rone. Make ana aļĮ kąck ar,4 !ļįre.
Are um iet Cactm, ae xor czm ltraic 4m-
Dcm kin nenber bad oay pnnn lin fu
Į*gtem aftn fu 2nton lin įor, į'į.
fut pĮnt1 tem dz good va1 crson do

ftin berr pit im bonį fum. . ,
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cuer in the British Army before setding down,to a literary. and
commercial retirement in Horton HĄ Freetovn.r

Presently, too, the Ctcoles began to dernonstrate alents more
qpecifica[y their own-throw-badcs, so to qpeak, to the dist nt
times before their redemption. They turned out to be marvellous
money-makers. Capialism sproutd and thrived in Sierra leone.
The paternalist white clerics ofFourah Bay found some ofģeir most
promising pupils, steeped in the marims of Dean.stanley or the
orarrrples of William W.ilbęrforce, abruptly blossoming into im_
mensely rich eįrtrePreneĮļrs, landowners or sPeculators. Dynasties of
rich Creoles were founded, and those modest houses of Trelawny
Street were often abandoned formore ostentatious mansions.and
aoutry estātes. At the sarne time.the Creoles, while stilt honor.ldnģ
the principles of the evangeĮical eith' thle r offits gloomier forms;
They became aparticularl.;i gay andhoqpitable people; HalĒforgotten
anestral rhythms enlivened thecade-nces ofinetrical psalms, and the
sons of sober bureaucrats discovercd in themseĮves inherited apti-
tudes for dance and buffoonery.

Sierra Leone still had its ups and downs. Pcriodic scandals ex-
citcd the litde olony, end heaĪry-beaĪded corrmissioirs of inquĘ
occasionally disemba*ed at FreetoĪ'n quay to Put things straight
again. Here as elsewherc, eve the most ompliant.Africans some-
times disappointed their mentors and liberators-as was said by one .

judicial commission, 'the known Ckistian moral lesson should be
ontinually impressed on their minds that we mĮļst eam our bread
with the sureat of our brou/. But the setdement survivģ and
Freetovm itselfbecame the principal base of the RoĖ Navy on the
'W'est African @ast-a town where generations of transient Britons,
on their way to grimmer places ara"r souĄ would be surprised by
th" gr.ty of their welcome, and first disover that there might be'
soihe element of fun, after all, in the proqpect of a posting to the
TVhite Man's grave.z

r Änd who was ot above ģving some sensible advia to white residents
irr Sierra lcone: 'Ä strict moral principle is beneficial in the trŅcs' Ägreeable
socicty should always be courtoģ as it rcĮeves the mind a great deal. The
society ofreal ladies will befoundprcferable toanyotfret'.

į The fu persists, the Äfio_English culturc having become distinctly
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7
So the first monuments.ofQueen Victoria's empire were monuments
of liberty. The fight against slavery at irs source would continue
throughout the Victorian era, being a prime motive as we shall see of
the great rnid-century explorations, and it proved a fertile seed of
imperial emotion. It was seen as a stake in providence-as Lord
John Russell told the House ofOomrnons in r85o, 'it appars to me
tlatifwe giveup this high andhĄwork . . . wehaveno riģt to
eĮPę9t a continuane of those blesshgs, which, by God,š favour, we
have so long enjoyed. The adverrtures that were to come, as im-
perialism itselfdeveloped into a kind offaith, and dominion became
anational ambition for its own sake, were grounded upon this good
old basą erected so long before by the earnest philanthropists of
ĢlaĖaĪ,n and,Exeter Hall: and when evangelicalism had long lost
its dynamiSnrr whe,n a harsher generation was in command, im-
pelledŅ cruder ends, still the merrory ofthese aspirations tempered
.the brashness of the British EmpĘ and sometimes touched the im-
perial conscience.

more A_&o in indepndent Sierra Lconą but Fourah Bay thrives still, thc
Creoles are stilĮpre<minerrt, and there are still sixty-five Christian churches
for the rz8,ooo inhabitants ofFreetown. Sierra Leone was the oriģal inspira-
tion for the neighbouring republic ofliberia, setded by freed Ämerican slaves,
and for the Frcnch ex-slave settlement oflibreville, on thc Gabon river to the
south.
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the old order. And there was in lcq as the renowned Homeric
scholar doubtless knew, a deeper symbolism to his anival at pa:<os.

Nineteerr enhrries b.fore, during the reign ofTiberius, a'Ę Ėo*
Pgyp. had bŲr oļng past thisīeq1isĖą bound ror ttaty, wlen
Thamus its master heard a voice Ėom the shore. .Thamus 

ļ Thamus !,
it cried. '!? rog* ntbueke!'-'Gttrrtpan is dead!, Whereupon, we
are tolģ'there were such piteous outcries and dreadful shriĮking as
hath not been the like . . . at tįrat time all oracles sweased, Ļd
enchented spirits rhat were.vonr ro delude the people heneforth
heldtheirpeacd

christiĻ coĪnmenta.tors assumed that this had been th. Är.nt
of the Crucifixion, when the false gods of the ancients died: others
pined still, perhaps, wen in 1858, for those enchanted Spiiits, bathed
in firc and dressed in bright colours.

/fr.ar,"ž Mnlu e
,2/fun4/444ą'

.. ļ CHÄPTER THIRTEEN

The Imperial Style

ĮN 186r work began on the construc;tion of a new headquarters for
Įthe Bri 

9h 
Empire. In one of the grandest sites in Ėurope, be-

tween Whitehall and St James' Park in the heart of Wesmīinster,
Ī,ord Palmerston's'Whig Govemment authorized the constnrction of
e gre:rt ney brrļlding to house the India Office, the Foreign office
and tļre Colonial office. It was a tnre palace in the lalian Reiaissane
menneļ ar:rgisteriąlly sited, ricĘįmamented, ctlumned, balus-
traded, with an open courtyard decorated with majolica Ėiezes,
innu:nerable statues and symbolic medallions, and a chimnry piece
inheri ed dĻectly from the old East India House in leaāenhall
Street, itself now demoįished. It was a building recogr'rizably des-
cended from the sea_empires ofVenice and Genģ and arroogĖ tt.-
fronn the classical imperialisrns of -old: but at its north-vseri"o*o

st 1ames's rrrķ, ..įįiį..**l_;rrfi 
^*Į-il;;

to find a curious square-topped tower, oddly out of style, ptacea

,**trica!r at the c fneĪ of the structuĪe, and strangely
linked to it by another distincdy un-classical feature, a roun-ded
corner.

This was a touch of the pi"n r.sģ and as such it .wes mol
ProPer to its subject than its critics knew. The designer of tļre new
building was Sir George Gilbert Scotr, one oFthe most celebrated
arcfritects of the Victorian era, and a Prii ęrpal exPonent of the
Gothic Revival. The High Gotįric sryle, of whicfi the gĪeįtest ex-
ample in Inndon was the new Palace ofWestminst r, completed in
186o, was to PrcYe in the end the mošt truly imperial of British
architectural idioms: toucl,red up often with exotiį āmbellishments,
domes, pagoda tops or Hindu motifsr.it was presently to commemo-
rate the British Presence evęrywhere from Hong Kong to ottawa,
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1d,was adapted to ei,ery kind of structur , cathedraĪ to engine_shed. - o --

Īt w-zs in this 9}ungegse ially Victorian style, long since out:
grovn its mediaeval ol n: in technique and elāboratiģ t}rt s-tt
himself wished'to buiļd ģ9 *,i'. imperial headquarters. rrį .n_visgd upon that-splendid site a fanasy .9f pinnacles, mansard
r,oofs, gargoyles,' tall red-brick chimneys and ravish quirks of orna-
ment- Deposited tĮrere no<t door to Downing streeĻ Įowering over
the domed IJorse Guards, the Banquetingfrrail and Adarnjis ex-
quisite Admiralty Screen, it would have trĻsformed the character
of Westrninster,_impoĄg the Gothic as the predominfrī officiaį
styļe,.1d T. bI assoäātion esablishing r,ondon ,' .n ;.į;rt
capiul above all else.

To a Tory Governmen't it miģt have been welcome: Gotįric was
well established as th1Tory style of architectįļre, just as i.P.rirl_
ism would later be a Tory speciality of politics. irod-rdrĻ.on,
how.e19r, !* oģ rcjecŅįhe.ptan. rris ideas of emįire *.*.į-
sentially 9lassical ida*cilis ,arrt rrrs 

'a?n 
was the anälogy he had

majesŅly ofu, when the irnprisonment of the ränuguese_
naturalized Gibralaran seaapain_Don Pacifico had neaģĪed to
war with Greece a few years-Ļforc. Scott offered a BpantĖ modi-
.fication ofhis schemE 1'hi9h Palmerston predicailį. *"ā
as 'a.regular mo_ngrelaffait', but rclucantly acquies.ed in th. Ļį
and 

'3-l 
er_sing himself in a new s.t of sor...-Ė,ok and examples,

providedthe clasnalpalazzolordpalmerstondemanded.'
He allowed hirnseĘ though, that one Gothic compensation on

the corner; and far mor: than the sumptuous centralĻurrya,rd of
the buildin& or its laborious scholarshiį of qpandrel or pilašĮer, tlre
uncxpected tower above thg lake *as to ..p."s.nt to įstaity the
qpiritofmid-VictorianEmpire.r - :

2
For the Empirc was uking a Gothic n,*. rt styĻ in life as in art,

.. r Tļrogsh Scott vas not allowed to crown it, as he wished, vith four
gigantic female figures, one ofthcm Briunnia; other parts ofhis e,oįhic desic'
howerrcr, he was able to adopt for his later i*"rp,.*; s.iĻ".r-įĮįĮjl"

2ft

Tbe Inperial Stlle
was bec.onring more elaborate, more assertive, more utteĪly itself_
as Blake had written, the classical forms were mathematical, but
Gothic formslnd Ufe. kt us view, in illustration, two architecnrral
compositions of tie Raj in India, one an'inheritance ofearlier years,
one a mid-Victorian creation, and see how differendy they reflect
the imperial aspirations of their day.

One's first view of the city of Calcutta, as one sailed up the
Hooghly through the shoals and mudbanks of the Ganges Dela,
was essential|y gracirus. This was deįiberate. No more than a slat-
ternly collection of hovels until the British settled therE Calcutta
re.mained even now largģ an eighteenth-century city, and faith-
fully represented the spirit of an older empire. To the right there
stood Fort Ī/illiam, a powerfirl heap oframparts and barracks, witlh
the spire of its garrison church protmding above the walls, to pro-
claim the Christian presence; and the green qpace of the Maidan
all aroundĪo provide a clearfield offire. on the left there extended in
hrPPy contrrįst the leafy exPanse of the Botenical Gardens, green-
houses gleaming through the banyans, to remind the travellei that
this Empire was concerned not only with PoweĻ but with science
and bea.uty too. There were wharyes all along the southern bank,
line<l with three-masters and hung about by country crafĻ and
imrnediately in front, as the river benl northwards, there stood the
mass ofthe cenmalcity, gFouped in stylish esplanade at right angles
to the stream.-- 

i;Ļ;;;Ļite city, plastered white, P..ling in many places and
patched with damp, but stilį to the eyes of a newcomer ethereal
against the Indian sĘ,. Around its buildi gs; as the century PnF
gressģ the untidy smaggle of an Īndian city grew, but earlier
Victorian visitors to Calcutta nearly all commented upon its white
elegance. They called it the Ciry ofPalaces, parģ because its build-
ings were so grand, but partĻ because, in the pilastered classicism
of its predominant style, it suggested a dream-like evocation of
Rome.or Greece. This was intentional too. As they emerged from
the free-for-all eighteenth centuryr the British in India had been
concerned to Īepresent themselves as enlightened deqpots, and they
saw their eastern setdements, as the American colonists had seen
Įthaca or Syracuse, as nuclei ofclassical ideals and virtrres. By and

'v
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largg th9 architecture stuck to crassical rules-Doric d. mrr.olin ,urarlike.b.ildingsr- corinthian for pleasure-and if the detailing of
these edifies uas imperfect, oģ iĻating P"d'āe*ī_ļir#į*"compĮined about their proportions.

. T.:" ry {: gr"at palre built by Īord Ī/ellesley, brother to
the Duke of ĪIellington, with its g*t r*.q, "fP;;įJe.., r"
vest colonnade, the white tropi" bi.d. P9is fu ,iĖ;.h; ;;-,h*
crowned its balustrade, and thā sentries rll so.bį *a įrri .ĻĮia.
I. q".o.Jļrerė was the Town Hall, doubl+columnJl;Ļ;*"
Doric' and the Greek Doric Mint, with it9 Portico ; į4E-Ė;Py
"|*: T:.p.l. of Minerrra at Athens, n"d Ļ .h;h;f*š;iaĻ,.
with its faFde a facsirrile of St Martin_in_the_Field,' jn r"iāān;,
and all dourn Mission Row, and {ong thechoĪrringh;.d;;iĻ
Maidan' and far away down Garden įeach toora.ds'th. .*l*. ir"-
meĪlse stuėco rlnsions ofthe merchants and traders stood oįdently
in the sun-not in squares or teffaces, as they *oora. .ln iÄäoo,
buteach in its ovrn rride compounģ like a Roman villa.

This was a retr,ospecti:e Į*., * ah""rh the British were recal_
tlog 

" 
goļĢ. 

1ee ofantiŅty, and t"y,ogĻ 
" 
g*, ;;;;;

recį ate it in their oriental emPiĪe. rh"t the stil.co o,,' orį* Ļli"g Td the masonry al"yl that the great drawing;;;;iÄ;r.
Td:,, F. fi=quentļy Įtelįfurnisheā and 

"*u.ģ oaiĮ.ā.äo
fuom the illusion: there was an eleme t of theanĮ to the Ci.ty of
Palaces, insubsantial like a;d; il;hil many traveĮers thought
ryry, to so resplendent a.h;rd"; 

"rlaāį"pįĮ...Ė;Ļclassic outlook.vAs en elernent oiromantic rr.i*.iiory, *aĪ*ļr"
sophisticated visitors could not 

"ļ*}o 
admire .h; įrildir;;-"'

examples of the best constrrrctiona t .l,"iį*', "iiĻĮĮäärracherish therr as ruins ofthe future.
plt late in the centrury a very diftrent aesthetic governed the

architects of the Raj, who were bį then mostly officers"of arr. ą""a
Pr,gin*'T, 3d.re.*o.nded professionally to thį mp..iJ'*,i*ä"
tashļonable m their day. Now the British were concerried toe.Ę)ress

*J'$ rIT_ T! ..ļd- byJames Gibbs i ltts fuoI of Arcbitcctarc, wuĪeProducd not only in lrrdia, but in Soutlr Africa, canadaĻd e;*lil.-,
P"h"Pu the last *a-pļe ; ,h. D"į"h'įää.a Church at Cradock in' South Äfrica, completeä in r s6?'įīį-iiĮ ;;;ft";.h" '.tči ä,;

26g

not the class 

'"r*- 'rr::#:::,'::įheir detacļed orrnipo-
tence- The mid-Victorian buildirrgs of empire were nofļing if not
assured. In the vast vaultd roors ārraitwaį sations they diĻhyed
the technical command ofempire; in the derivative ,pi.ä' oroth"-
drals, or the dauiiting Ph9g'Ļ į,ll, oico*r'ment Houses, they
gfud,.: demonstrate its inner calm: and nothing illustrated tļį
Empire's sense of divine hierarcŅ more revealingĻ ** the hiļl-
station, a uniquģ British contribution to the cultures of the
eįlst.

Hill-sations 'were-never thought of by the Mgghut nrlers of
Įdļ+ wļoprefened retĪežĮts ofmore languid purpo'J They were a
device of the mid-Victorian BritisĻ pi"ing foi the briskneļs of the
p.Tth.. Until the imperial armies penetraied the Himalayan foot-
hills, in the r8zos and r83os, the hills were almost ,rrrĖro*n to
E,ropeans. Up there the British could start from scratch, and in
the hig! eįclaves of the hill-stations, narrowly. set upon their
terraced ridges, the Britishness ofEmpire could find its moļt intense
expression-for at Simla, Dąrjeeling or Mussoorie the gentlefolk of
ģ9 Raj,.cel9stially withdrawn from the krdian milĮions ān the plains
below; liyed for a few months in the year entirģ for themsįlves.
Such Indians as Īrere Present were t}tere as feudatories, seryants or
dependents, and the emotions of the B itish, alĮ too often inhibited
in the stifling,heat of the lowlands, vividlyfloveredin themountain
brilliance above.

Darjeelingr say, must have seemed a vision of release vhen the
jaded memsfib r exhausted Collector took the last bend out of tļre
deodars and saw it standing there above. Behind it the stupendous
Himalaya rose; awav to the south the foothills tumbled in terrace
and fold to.srards the plains; yet theatrical thougli'the serting was,

ļn9tantly the eye was drawn to the modest centre of the stage. Your
hill-sation was scarcely more than a village, and was.ludicrously
dyoffi by_the scale of the country, but it had the sartling impacc
of an intmder. It was defiandyrlgloriously out of place-a hg*. ,f
despotic privilege.

Where there should be an eaved white temple with prayer flags
upthere, 1Gothic steeple rose insteaģ with a weathercock o" toį
and the white blobs of tombstones.in the yard behind. where onį
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pght xpecr the palace of Mir or Maharajah, a hotel in'the East-
bourne mannerstooģ wickerchairs upon its teĪĪžįe, awninss above:i.H:Įltr trfr *į***:fi'ltr
įong the_top ojthe 

1rdge there ran 
" 

*ia. Pa-ved.qd;.J;,'*i,h 
"bandstanģ a fountain īn a public g"rd.", *d bÄ"h.',;'';; 
"promenade at home, surveyinģthe rrīmd" n p-qp.ct.

- 
In decreasing,@nsequene-dovn the riäge Įo th. south, the rest

of the tovrn obsequiously fril: resser hoters, Fnsions *d'r*ri*
_sorts ofvillą a clutter ofb3zaars,_anopen-air irr.k t,,;qg.nJĮ Ļ
bottom where the rid<shaws waited.'Socially it*,,; "ffiJ-Ļstnrction_posh and British on the summit, mixed hal.Ēway dowrr,
utterĻ.indigenous inthe b*.* Ļy*. VisualĻ į';ļ; ilih3t$1d compr,ession oĻlanes. The härizono į.i" .į" ffi ;'
their tiers; the verticdJwere the tall thin trees which ,tooa.įį.r-
Yh:= like cyp_resses in Ītaly, and were -"t hį by .il;;;.;;ļ.
11&ry' ". P:'t9P; th9 

.diagonals Īree,h. .läĒ;.;i.h; Ļi]'
thernselves, whidr fraTd the town, and by intersÄcfrng behind it
accentuated the meshed and intricate totoį of the senĒ. ilįlrirr_
'?lol'. were mosdy built by .ilit 

"y 
engineers, and if theį indi_,,orĮil buįdļngs were generally undistinguished and sometimes.T'Ęq a.r.civic Patterns were rather hĻdro... g"*, i;'.rįi;"

a.r-"'J'.TI.i.1P'*, was Ėmiliar to manyan imperhl soldier,

Tl i?.9*Fg's simple but elegantplan we perhaps s.e innoceitqenva.trons of Lansdowne and Great pulteney.
Yet it o,as not tlre shape of rhe town thaiwas exciting, and cer-ainlynot its architecnrre, but the suggestion it gave "fd;;į;

-q::r-ll 
its,respe<table t .ppnģi;t looL.äĮ ā;Ä;;t". ;

vrcroįrs kmd ot plae. Īt was all in movernent. Even from a disarrce

:::ļl see the urgent jostle of its bazaars, .h.įrighr-*;ā;
hastenļng aĪm in arm along the Mall, or clattering hilrriäus 

"boį:laT"l. ry"i*. The air vas_full of qparkle; lioots, ' Į;il;
lT*Tl-9ugtes or even bagpipes sounded; sometimes the sunshqbri'lļ|ļr otra window]Įi a flag flumered red *r,it *ā rĮ
through a chinļ( in the buildings

I'Y"'an insignificant, i",some ĪZays a PrePosterous little settle_
ment, butit wes more tnrly a 

"JPrP";- "f"u*tot į*.. *;.h;
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c-rq of'Palaces had eve,r been. It u,as the belvedere of a ruling race,
9b9.dient to no precedent, srrbject to no qualmr.from whose .ĻĀ
as from some divine gazebo the British could look down from the cool
heights to the eĮPanses oftJreir unimaginable empire below.l

3
All over the Empire this trend towards the aloof and the grand.ilo-
quen! ya: aPPTenį Govemment Houses, for example, became very
gland indeed, horrever minuscule their colonies: foi as , p..optirl
official memfu{y put i9 'the keeping_up of an o.rt*r.d 

"piror_ance of power will in many instances save įhį necessity of resoĮ into
the actrral_exercise of it'. The one at Hamilton in lįrrr.ruda had a
y.di"i air: it was-supposed indeed to hav.e been originally designed
for erection outside Florenę, and stood among Ļ.at'grol.Į of
_.e.:o:". claĻgrass lawns and banana orchards as if"ä prince
ivēre indeed its occupant, instead of(more often tįran not) a ,op.r-
annuated and nbt veĪy successfirl general: The one at Nasļau irithe
Bahamas, on the other hand, aspired more toĪrards Chatsworth or
\Moburn in manner, and actually had deer in its parĻ while the one
at Hobart in Tasmania, set with turreįs and flagstatrs against the
mass of Mount Ī/ellington, looked suggestively įike alrioral.z

Even the white setder colonies proįāssed with astonishing qpecd
from Ņ ho ely to the pretentiouļ. Sāme lovely buildings ia Ļn
erected out there in the ezrrlier years of the century. Thėie were the

ļaec bte 9o9n!v ļouse9 of Tasmania, builį to a square simple

9-r T_ 
oftrnely{ressed stone: Īectory sort pf buildings, Gaiirs-

borough buildings, with their big sash windows, their wįrīteLrashed
dairies, the lovely oaks and elms transplanted with.them from the
English lFntryside their verandahs incongruously rmfed with
comrgated iron, their tall chimneys aromatic witļr eucalyptus smoke.
or diere were the stone farmhouses buiįt by British 

'įttļ.r, in the

_ 1 Darjeeling rcmains much as it was, and the hill-towns of India, halĒ
hcartedly copied 9lsewherc, werc to prove, I think, the only truly original
socio-architectunl conception of the British Empire_unĮess you Ļunt-the
bungalow.

_ 
2 And had a ghost whiĄ perpetualĮy wandering its corridors, moancd

down tĻe years an enigmatic'message.: 'Īlr a quarter_?att clcpen'.
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flankof theLittleKrr-} along tĮre coast fr.m C,apcitom_build_
ioJ' ,, stron$l so organic,.1Ļ.p*"a"a by t ė; *a įqr-Lr'et-*,..r" *lhą so 9xquisilelyĻt in tLii l'iu-'ia.",,.hĮ ,h;y
-igh! have Ļen liĘd sgne by s9rrefrom Radnor * r..l**L;
togethe,r wi$ their pigs, sheep Ļd hather bucketsi ĀāĮĮi-a-
somest small arke of nasteng a could of|ler noīrppi.,
IcĮite.ctural engerrble than th9 public"s.quare at st ceoģä in'
BermuĄ which Ī,as.seveĪlteenth_e'turyĻ origin, b"į į;ä-Ļ
discreedy embellisĘ m{ryes9ryed th-Ļghootä; i.yd.ffĻ
sugar colonies: an authen6į hole-in-corner inglish sq.Ä ļĖrlr,,
at one side to the harbour, and dutered all aboĮt with *""d-āĻ;
ghrT.r.q.noTgr, opn saircases and tall white .hl*.vr_r*o
:*TI': old.. Ņ* and th9 

-town 
p1Įo r, 

"nd Ėkilg äil.iyaboye the houses the tovrer ofSt Peter's, lm yo.ļ ota iräan in

Įl,-::31t *y*r*{ 1he 
negroes .,l.";Ld ;ā g";;P.d;#s

the tombs sealed with whitewaĄ and frorr whose bāĖv än Sundavs
mellowed English bells summoned the u*p"oi",., .oĮorļ J'*'

P* tr' .t'ory of scale and demearrour had ooa ,rr*iä. th"
3rly setde1s_knelq their Pl"T i" the comparative ora.. or-.rrn-į.,

P: ry*d.11r*.I A*t rtiro or Cana&an vas limitles, ;f p;*
tension- The cities of the new British nations were urgently gran-
d..* 

: "4r often, like ro-"to, iā"y;.dÄ" .'i;äf#:
and Äucklanģ but ne,er diffderrt *d 

'.ldo* -."r,..ilĮ;c mped terraehousesofSydney:, qprawlingin theirwhite thororā.
over the hills of Paddingtä" o. Balmain, frss.s.ed , ā.āĻ ,r, ĮroT, *i 

--ah"i. 
wrought-iron balconies *d th.i, 

"of"p** .*"_
nolns, while in frst-rising zuburbs from victoria to ontario th. o&
fch of the Britļsh Empir; flourishinģ on**il-į;äĮ;ä-rĮ
boom or ostridr feather Ėshions, built themselve,,n*rio* in thį
full alplitude of the Gothic orth-odoxy. 

- --
Such neur building$ oftred no idĻbgical lessons. They were

no ļonger a projection of ideals, like the great white houseļ along

Tbe Įn tiaĮ 'SŲk

Ģarden Reach at Calcutta, nor was there to tlrem any suggCItion of
Ft""y or 'transience.-They-expressed, like Darjeeling, ii"* į.ia.
than p pose.'We are herą they qeemed to say, ,n topĮrtn. wįrld:
as though_the dream of empire, scarceĻ yet forrr'ut"tud, had already
ih a.senfe been fuĶled. TheÄnglo.Īrr&an bungalow uauegun rc
modesdy ^"9 o: r r. a Europeanized B"ngpli .Įtag.-, ,oiorrry
tent, as o_n9 E glishman suggested in r8or: but by the middte of thį
:* y it had become, with its wide verandahsi its,grrr. screens,
its elaborate_T"ling devices and the servants tluongĮd and sqrnĻ
bling through its out-buildings, more like a rich manĮ ret ."t. ^

4
F9r-if some of the gaietyw.as leaving theEmpire nov, so was much
of the easy amateurism. Īrr art CIpecially į neqr professionaĮisln.was
aĮĮ)arent. The British Errrpire had never been shįrt of artists: every

-Po'Tr.i9ol 
ev9ry 9mPaign, had been meticulously recorded in į

hundred sketch-booĮs. There had always been proiessionals in the
fielģ men like the Daniells or Zoffanywįo followed the flag qpecific-

įlr-* search ofsubjects or commissions: but *o...rot Iy, th.r.
had been an inexhaustible number ofamaterļrs. Many were 

'oldi"rr,oP..i4 
9ngineers, who had leamt the elements äf sketching as

art of their miliary tralningl and whose pictures were touchdup
for them, or conectģ by professionals at home. Many were ofrceri,
l ro: a ong whose lady-like acomplistuirents water-colour paint-
ing was almost obligatory.

_So the earlier years of Victoria's empire were ricĮrly reorded.
often thepictures were fearfullyinaccuraą sometimes as a result of
the professional touching-r;p, sometimes because of lack of skill,
sometimes because the artist over-reqponded to his stimuĮi, and saw
the giant carved figures of the Elęhana C,aves, say, or the rapids of
the..Īirinnrpęg-River, even,bigger or more tumuļtuous *"n *.r
really were. Tfiese distortions were, however, guileless. They were
nart o|the prerniling dilettante chanrr, like the harmless e)gggeĪžĮ-
tion ofa raconteur, or a memory that grows brighter with th.tears.
By the r85os a dįferent kind of distortion was-appearing. Now for
the first time we see imperiąlistart In the popJar hi',ä r b-L,

*fįY+* Tea RooĻs. I was gįār.iĮ -"jįĻ;;ffi ililif,]-T1ļ,:iļ*}rg at these.buildi r in rylo I stopped for tea at

:r: .,v J-:.Td-."*1*a .9 9tä-, į;;" ; ;; ffiį ;ffiä;thc piano4nit*?the piano-'niĮb? Tbrorģ anj Heny Įra[,; sdecdo; ;i il_š; 'TĮ;
Empire dies hard in nooĒs and crarmiį"and cratmies.
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,H,l*::g: the senes of the Mutiny ina spirit ofvrcrous caricaturc, while thegenerals orprrenrut.; ;;i;;,appeared in the magazines b.ga" a toįį more tharr mortal. Änuneartlrlyaura 
'..-ļ to s1rrround the l.P.rlr *äįäää-

missionedportraits, 
1! they stand ln godlį.poses on theirhillocks,

or batderrents, or ParĮamentary terraĻ hrĖ'g Ār._fiJ;^.t -gers, maps or Orderpapers: their frces r* i"*rirbly ;r.y;often romang'ly qs.a o. n ouģ *ā rh.y ro.Ļ bė looiingout across veld or S.W.r. tovards i*Poirl haz:rds yet a u" J"tiā.E"'.' l the flesĻ 
9ne 

sometimes iä:lr, th" impeĻt uā;*;;*
moved pictorially. We ręd.d= lraa*t, r", iä.tar;Įurin";Ļ
s5se o|Lu9know, w.Ę.ttre Nepali ;į. Jung Bahadļļr visitedGeneral Colin Cainpbe]l in his ,Ļ. ä",rit
1i;ä l,,äĖoäĻo* lT, p,p..,,,Jįs..,Jhį.ffi:.*"jgT':f batde rumbļ9d and shoäĖ the ground äs th. *, *""talked, and in the midd! of the durbįĻp..obly *irJ, 

" 
ärand handsome British offier, gtr*o.uĮ-in iigr,.i"g g*,;.;.*d

S:.*n! to reporr the capturJof one 
"f 

rh;'il#"J#:J::r,ora,_r,.Ļ_į',.L'#: onĮur side, 
"b."į 

j; #ä.ä;,"3r įfiiä1;or consider the British entryinto'reking ā*i.rg tļre China War ofr 85ģ when Lorrd Elsin arriv:d. tq eĮPressth ;;,; d J,ri ;;the obstructir" b.hiriou,orth. chin r. iĻ* miles up the high_way to the House ofcrremoruies the British maiesticanv marched-General Sį Robert Napier in the van, Į"rd. Eigil;; ;*ffi;sedan chair with another horsebacJ<ĮenįĮ 
"a 

his side,.then aooT arching soldiers, *i.T*_ sailors, ;J *"Ļ;J#;i, ffisymbolic gates of the hĄ through.r,"āiĻ.nt"l grrd;;;Ļ.h;
cobbled way-and when, n... ti. Corj n, .iaā uįr;;;d",l"s, closed n, r-*1Til'ĻHJif;Hf,
mis1ive greeti_1&.LordElgin,, we are įJal**rnJ-H* ;.";contemPtuoįts looĻ and.merely bowed uiģrray, ;įt h;;..į;;;
made the blood nrn cold in *.'p*, mn;i".i;r,. --_ Ā"w! rą'Ļ

5
fu 

^?'tr! a dream, at 2Įeannc,
SbaĮĮ gofortb and conqucr a cr(rur';
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A d tbee pitb a m soĘs measure

. F,.^u,-^--t-,t: , ",
Can tran?Įe a kingdondom,

Yet the dream did not, by and largą much inspire the writers of
England- They could not ignore tĮā imperial crĮscendo;of course,
and m{), had impedal connections of their own. Captain Marryat
3PqŅ the Įkyab Peninsula in the first-Burmese 'W'ar. Fanny
Burney's brotlher was first Resident of Arakan. Thomas Īove Pea-
cock worked at East India House. Thackeray was born in India. one
of Dickens' sons was in the Canadian FbLce, anotļer was buried in
calcutta. sometimes they portrayed imperial characters incident-
ally, as Thackeray immortalized the naboįs in the person ofColonel

'Newcome, änd Dickens lampooned the evangelical imperialists in
Mrs Jellyby. Carlyle, Ruskin, Matthew Amold, all wrotā around the
imperial themą at one time or'aJrother, and by the nature of his
ofice Tennysonr-Poet Laureate through. the High Victorian years,
intermittendycelebratedtheQueen'si*periaa-gnity- ļ

. ..SĮatesmenat ber uunciĮ met
Īlbo hrp tbe seasons pbm to take
Occasion b1 the band, dnd nuke

fk boundr iffrudonnider yet.

B1sba2ingsone augĮlst denee .

' r.rzlllcb ke t bn tllronc unsbaknstiĮl,
. Broad-bavduponbt 2eoplės oiĮĮ,

ānd umpasnd Ü1thc;niloĪaa sea.t

The Ļst novels about imperial liĖ were written by practiĖoners on
the qpo1 (mostof the'worst, toor'especially those įhįt made up the
vast and painful'cor_pus ofAnglo.Indian romancį. Meadovs Taylor,
for instance, was an Anglo-Indian whose book Confeslons cf a Tbug
was a memorable fictional reporage ofthe Sleeman campaign: while
Marcus Clarke's For tbe Terni of His Nataral Liferwhich irsiexposed

r Though Tennyson was not so obvious a choice for LaĮļreate as one might
suppose_'there are three or four äuthors of nearly equal meric, wrote LĮrd.
John Russell to the Queen in rS5or tsuch as Henry Taylor, Sheridan Knowles,
Professor'Wilson, anf Mr Tenn;rson, who are qualifiedfor the officd.
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the horrors of the Tasmanian onvict setdenrents, approached the
stanrre ofęic.l

But the *rc of the day did not reqpond to the fact of British
ascendancy in the worlģ tlre esablishment of ncu, Briains over-
serįs, or the hardening imPeriel a ogance of the,nation. No gr-eat
literanrre caĪre out of'the Mutiny, one of the n6št extraordinĻ
evenm in hrrrrran historfi nobody wĪote the sagas of the i.Poirl
families, generation succeedinggeneration on the disant fiontiers;
to Engligh rnen of letters the imperial story was only ancilary to

feater therrres at homą and even the wisdrl imperial traŅiės of
time, distance or disillusion, did not seem the snrfofart. -

6
only the lapidaty monrļments of the Raj sometimes suggestd this
Ėagile sense ofwaste. occasionally a tomb itselfrevealed it, ļit 

" 
tt.

litde lonic temple which, high above Grand ĮĪārbour at Malą
honoured the meinory of Sir Alexander Ball, the first Governor-
built of Maļa's soft golden stone, shaded by palms and hibiscuses,
a1d looking so cooĻ so whią so small and Poignant in that setting
that it -ight have been a monument to homesidaįess itself More
often it was the inscription upon the tombs that ould rlove the
susceptible traveller. Crcmic sometimes, pathetic very often, some-
times pompous, sometimes innocnt, thcy were like a ommunal
text ofthe great advenfirre, fiselled on granite, sandstone or marble
acft)ss halftheworld

They could be caustic, like this tribute to a Governor ofBerrruda:

To cnl"lnnatc tbe nw rme virt s pbicb sborc unitcįį in tbc Gopernor
of tbat Įitth spt pīe to telĮ bop ,rarį! Erent TaĮmts anį exceĮĮnt

įopnnts arc oanti'ng in sonn, pbon tbc @iciutstuss of Forttanc
Ex2ons inarnre chutedatd Corp ctrou station.

They could be melanchoĻ like this ptfit from \ 'est AĖica:
B1forcign batds tŲ inglŅ ncre closcd,

f-'iso bands tŲ dcant limbs cn osed,

l And seems to me distincdy akifl, in etyle and intcnt as in marcrial, to
the rcvclatory novclsofpost Stalinist Russia.
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T'he In riaĮ Stįc
Bl f-ris, bads ģ banŪk gracc afuncĄ
81 *angm buo eį mį Ų stngmrnumd.

Often, eqpecially after about r85o, they xpressed with a stun-
ning blandness the errangplical Ėalism ofthe day, like that Ėvourite

"praph 
for babies dĖg in the miseries of a mopic confinement or

infncy_rbe I-ord gaxe' ad tbc l-orį batb tdhr' ap*!' Nesrcį k tba
nnu of th hrd"Thls is the motto tha Battery Sergearrt Major ļ.
Errans, Royal Ąrtillery, chose r the grave oįhis little d"oght"r,
Minnie, aŅ 4Į'buĪid at Malta in 1874: rM GONE ToJEsUs.
\ilĪtL Yo_U @ME!! And when they erected a merrrorial clrrrrch
upon the site of the entrenchment at erwnPoĪe, to honorrr the
Britons so hiieously slauģtered at the Ghat or in the Bibighar,
they plaed rrpon its w:rll a definitive text ofimperial CĮrristianity:
lfu safil*ng' of tbc paat'tittu c rnt Da?tb to h cnt2medpttb alĮ tbc

įor1ok sball bg rneaĮcd to uJ.- 
Sometįmes ęiaphs successfully translated the bravado ofthe im_

:r1Alwey_Abn?tt, T 
'l'irateļį Ų Asarsinsras"it said succinctly of

somebodt's life on a bnss in lahorc cathedĪal. Ąt Multan, for
instance, the epiaph oftwo }'oung administratorsģhose assassina_
tion in 1848 led to the final annenation ofthe Punjab began with rhe
romanticdeclaration3

fu fu, tbe Jbtbcst frontiėr of tbc Brttlsb Īndiat fun2irc,

PETER Ī/AIr'ļrcNEaĮle 
tbe remab of 

*o*lnrDElsoN
nftb ' ffiį Lint.lst funbay

BmgaĮ Ci ļ &ryia Fnsīla nc .

And hardly less vibrant was the täbuary verse to General Sir
Cļarles Fraser, v.c., in the Royal Garrison Church at Aldershot:

wut l, bel2las,stĄ disnunad,
CbarĮie' Fratn, pelĮ I h
Cone tbc oorrt I nigįt bape conteį
FaltbftŲ o''!oį..Į

r Thc regimcnal spirit is pcrhaps lcss advisedly svolrcd in a ncighbouring
memorial, whosc subject is said to have.died'from the effects of.a wound



Th erookg hn tAn
The nearcst to lierary grendcur a mg Ė iltrlPcfįat cpitaphą

rcrļ+s, u."s achieyed brMįcaį'lay, wt o pe dr" ." ;:; fiĮrli[ia į BeĪltinck inscĪibd oPrd hi' stat c olr the l aidan-it
Caląrtta:

3:*ļ: P-Y i!"-!r*. 'trc-,,twcr Įerw&c th stŅiatl
a,į nodeut'or' of a rinatc ar'zltt. . .' " rŪrb 

'f*'l emrt'ii'iär-
ism th s1žrit of kitfub frcclon. . . . Ī"b r*Ļ f-n* *o ,ī}_"lis',' th slirit of Britfub fraįoil. . . . Ī"b *; f-į;; rb"r-rh;;'f
coru'nnt it th oelfan of fu goīttļį. . . : žh ahot ul n}l
rites' . . . lvb ffaad bmila*g dįJįkįliĮ're. . . . lĮŽbz,@,Ėt
stud1 it Dļ8 to cĮoatc th noraļ -7 ir'taua ot cloaer irh--r*'r'camittednbil cbgc. ."- .

. AĪld.*do:Ļd_y it r walef S"*g" Iandor, in thc most

ffi"ä"äĮffi ,ffi ff"T"lffi l&ffi Ļffi ffi f#*i".*
Pfu* Rose Äylmer w1s T.FŅ 

'.g*d"ry 
},oįmį AngleWelsh

booty with whom Ianrdor įad fallen ii ro... i.Ļgh.į;äi i; Ļ
9 t"Flrr"g brary. shehad boe sayirigwith anäuntin
l'diį had did 9fģ,senrer_y, and had been b.,,iedi, .rr. B.'įs"Ļ
cemetery in Calcrrtąitselfan imperral city of the deaģ lrid ;;į
avenuesofdomeąobeĶksandchsļcd t r'įt,lik *Ähi*.,r*t
diqPl"y. 

!I- 
p9n 

ļrer tomb vas inscrrĮed the eĻ which d; J;,
Tolg all the hundreds_o.f_thousands ofimfrrial ęr*pr", į**
tįrc heartbreaking loss ofliĖ and lwe whiclr *rs 

'ä 
oftĻ Įr'. piĮ

ofdominion;

Abrobat apaiĮs th se2trdraa!
Ab, obat tbc fnm dļ?'ru!

īvbat cver1t oir u, ml1 gracc!
Roa A1hnraĮl pm tbitp.

Rotc tl7Įna, obon1tfuc oakcfuĮ c1ru
.Ūta7oc , eat nat ną,

lt nidbt of nanoria'od ngh
I cnrtcÜde to tbc.

of C goīįr,į...:žhahtethį aiļt

she was zo.when she died so squalidly in Bengal-from eating too
m_uch fruit, we are told_and the poet survivįd her for sixty1.16*
years.

7
Īet us Ņ *i l, tlre humblest ofliterary forms, the grafito. Every
emģre ļeft its scratches. The Spanish conquistador.Į crrred th.į
names in exquisiteclligraphy on desert rocks in New Mexico.
The Romans cut theirs sacrilegiously upon the corossi of Memnos.
The British left the srm. sucli ho.ālyĮoo,."nirs across the world,
wherever a ship put in, a comPany trāttea on the march, or an idĮ
:.nļT qood]d wiĖ his bayonet point in the night. At Muscat
in the Persian Gulf, where th. grirish claimed riisty powers of
srzerainty, a t,ll blufiabove the harbour was daubed ail įv.r *itt
the names of British warships, piquantly flaunted up there beside
the fortress that represėn,.a ,l," į, *i,.. ;iįį; P;;g".;..ä
the walls of the water catchment tanį at English Hibour, in
Antigua, Nelson himself had scratched the namJof his ship, HMS
BoruĮis, and the remains pf his own name could still be r..n, it *".
said, among the myriad Robinsons, Thomases ąnd wilīirms.,
carved there in the limestone. on the ruins of perseporis in persia,
that grand fragment of an older empire, generations of British im-
perialists had shamelessly car,ed their signatures: wandering diplo-

1a1s and intelligence agents, soldiers scouting the approaĮhes to
krdię u explained adventureĪs, scholars taking the lĘroad home.
And in the Red Fort at Delhi, where the BritishArmy no maintained

1 gamson ofits owĪr, many a redcoat had bynow scrātched his initials,
his regiment and the homesick date upon Bahadur's soft sandstone.
Slightly sweaty we may imagine such a young man there, in his
thi9ļ;9rge_and white_crugted webbing, his rifleįropped rgainst the
ydĻ _Ņt 

helmet pushed to tlre back of his head, his ĮānguJprotrud-
ing slighdy in concentration beneath his moustach., įh.Įrl-buls
sing in the garden treęs, a distant clamour sounds from the baze.į,
a dczultory murmyr oflndian voices rises from some shadowy arch
beneath his watchtower-until he hears the orderly..rģt rp
proaching, with a stertorous clatter up the winding sĮoneĮtaircase,

2?9

Ecįved i rcdo vith thc rcginerrt 
"t 

Eļ TĄ c rn 9penĘ ofvhich varca d by ovlt<Htįm et * ręucaut;.įįd" ..Ļ.

The'Į7n e iaĮ StŅe

Ž7t
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and hastily rearrning his bayonet to his scabbard, tiltins his topee
orycdyaboye H'"yo, he sands readywith trisĻc .h.d;_
rĻ i" case those new-scratclred letters in the old stonE *ith f,ara
heart and a sweethearcs crooked i"itirlą shor{d 

'h#;P į;;moorrĮight and betray hirnt

pjr* Ņ. n9st_of thc ęiaptrs too, thoĮgh t hev;

į Äll these $1i nay rql b" secn by thc indcfatigable aficionado ofEm-
e, and most ot tļ'e cPitaPhs too, though I havc taken some anaeļmnistie

liberties i theif selectiān, Ļ still legibli--cvcn Bcntinclcs, fo._ht;;;
r Tļ":Iat rcmain on thc rvr a"1, ,t orā.,* r*r,lp"I maiį;;
lowcd to 

"dd 
;; ;; o. *""ääĖ,ffi'äffiTff.'#Į#'ä,

HyĘnd of_th9 trznd Ręt., who died,in Bcrmuda i' rsl? *Ji' b*iJ;_Hfl:"q of..h:9Td ļ"g,.l orh, died,in Bcrmuda l" isii*a
ncath the ģ backhanaģ dwised perhaps by his mess_mates:

:' ālarhh*tĮox,
Ba h gorc Ūcforc.

.]\

some anaduonistic Illustrious for the Nile
,

N September .16, r864rthe qpa of Eath in Somerset awoke in a
state of halĒillicit anticipation. Iong past its prime as a

fashionable resoft, its prevailing tone wes set now by retired mili-
tary men and colonial administrators, and the walls of its ancient
abbey were crovded with memorials to the imperial departed-as
was saidofthem,

Tbue maĮkrsofutĮ ofnntunnt 4nd bast,

sbooboo natllspatns ļnpc toĮa7tbe Ņ
Bath's glorious Geolgian squąrcs and crescents, which made it one
of the handsomest cities in Europer were mosdy peeled and shabby:
the old į-lace had subsided into provincial reqPectability, and hād
acquired a nĮįme for seedy duļlness that was to persist for another
centĮįry.

rujĘtember 1864was a gala month there. TheBritish Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science, founded thirty years before to
foster public interest in the sciences, was holding iĻ annual con-
ference in the city. Savants and enthusiasts had arrived Ėom all over
the kingdom, and at a moment when applied sciėnce had readled an
aPogee ofesteem, all educated eyes Īrere turned to the proceedings
in Somerset. The Ī,ondon nevsPaPers carrid long daily accounts;
the Batb ChronicĮehadimported forty typesetters from the capiaĮ to
produe a daily newspaper reporting nothing else. The celebrated
sq}aĪes, parades and terraces of the city were alive with the comings
and goings of the great, and the C;llruid* social ręortersį could
scarcely keep up with the soirėes, the concerts, the balls and the pri_
vate dinner partiesnver whose:tables, between whose quadrilles,

ļ ĪIho continued until 1939 to record the arrival ofhotel guests in Bath.

. z8r2,
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Stones of Empire
I mast be gone to tbe ctopd untoĮd

of *n b2 the caase nblcb tbel served unknown,

IFbo mouĮdn inmyi.ad grnu of oĮd;

Nepn 4 stor! anį nepn 4 stol'e

TelĮs of tbe mnrtlrs pbo die Įihe rtu,

]"jt fo" tbe pide of tbe oĮd. cuļr'tree.

Alfred Lyall



ĮT was by their buildings that earlier Empires were most arrest-
lingly remembered. Storks upon a Roman viaduct, proud tovers
in an Arrdean pląza, the squat menace of the Pyramiās, seen small
but alarming from the Mokattam hills-any of these could instantly
suggest to an unlettered visitor the age and power of a lost domi-
nion. The British in their imperial heyday had evolved no style so
absolute as the Roman or the Egyptian, if only because they were
members of a wider civilization, sharing a culture with the rest of
the'Western world.l Buildings would not be their chief memorials:
but across their Empire, nevertheless, th"y had left architectural
imprints that were recognizably their own, to remind posterity with
a gable or a clock-tower that the Raj had passed that way.

IĪl their earlier years ofEmpire they had scattered through their
possessions buildings in the QgęeĪ'į Anne and Georgian styles,
ref,e.4ing the ordered security of society at home, .rā'rro* -rn-
monly called Colonial. Much of the.best was in the lost colonies of
the United Statbs, where the Americans had given the style subtleties
oftheir pwrr, and in the old parts ofthe Empire there were many good
e'xamples too, stabled and impeccable in Nova Scotia, or wilĮeā by
heat and humidity in the estates and merchanr settlements of
the trŅcs. They gave a'sense ofconti""ity to the British presence,
linking the plantations of the old Empire with the Chartered
Companies and railway workshops of the new: but far trueĪ to the
spirit of the imperial clima:<, and much more widģ admired by the
British, was the heterogeneous collection 6f idioms loosģ called
the High Victorian. The characteristic form of the imperial prime
was rornantically pictureoque, loosģ derived from Gothic or
Byzantine models, and ornamentd all over with eclectic variety. It

t_TĻ9ugh sii Qs.bcr.t Sitwcll once zuggested that a British Empirc style
might'lie dormant'in the Brighton Pavilion.

3t7
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Īras not how one imagines an imperial style. It was not exactly
imperious. Bļt in ģe eĘborati9.n orits tyliia forms, tle torvering
exuber.ance ofits fancy, its readi ess to ačcept 

" 
tou.į of the exotic

here and there, its colossäl scale and its hequent impression of
Ņ*r* dģrout of hand_in all these thi"g' theĮtyb truly
reflected this high noon of imperialism. kr caīrada thį ritish
adopted mansard roofs and chäteau turrets, in India they built rail_
way sŅ of Saracenic otlt and in rriti9tr Col.umdia,,boįing
westward across the Pacific, they built a parliament with pagodas.'But 

beneath all these alien veneirs the authentic British 
'Ėo*įģ 

i,
the red brick and th9 

-rullion 
windows, the wrought iron and įhe

commemorative medallions, or just in a true-blue inscription,
recording the cost ofit all, commėmorating an occasion, or honour-
ing, like the rexr on the simla telegraph office, prefectorii values:

MOLEM ÄEDIFICII MULTI coNsTRUXERUNT:_
FÄTĪoNEM EXEGIT r. epccJ

2
supreme in every imperial city stood rhe house of God, on a hill if
there was one about, and generally Gothic. sometimes it was a

Pdl-.ģ pile. on a hundred iĻprobable imperial sites, encoucheāin

!,rĘļ" grassordripped_"uo !r frangiģ, th.r" ri-d ";;;;.Anglican cathedral, with a Bishop's palace somewhere neJ and a
flutter of surplices in the srrnday trade winds. Even more than the
mansi91s o.f colonļal governors' these stately buildings ex1lres'sed a
sort of hook-nosed and scholarly 

"r.**..r'*d g^"Į the'traveller
Ėom England an uncanny sense of dĮjä za. ThereĻ, on r..y į.
Hereford in the Punjabi town ofAmbĄ on the road from ojhi to
Kalka.z There was one rather like Lincotrn dovn the road from the
Renaissance-sty]e |ost Ofice, the Classical ro*rrrraĻ tt;i**-
tine market and the Tudor Government House in Sydney.'The
cathedral at Calcutta used to look like Salisbury, 

"nĮl tnl ls97

1'Y*y men erected įįe stonework of this building: Į. Begg directed thework.'
It was bombed by pakistani aircraft during the fighting with India in

rs6s.
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earthquake knocked its Ņre ofir The cathedral at StJohn,s, New-
foundland, started by George Gilbert Scott in 1844, was burnt out
iir a fire in r89z, and norv stood portentously, a vast humped shell,
high above the clapboard srreets of the port.z The cathedral at
Lahore was by Scott, toor'and was all layeled in the brown dust of
the Punjab, with a baked brown close, a few brown stringy rrees,
and a catechism echoing actoss the Mall from the brown cathedral
school across the way. The cathedral at Fredericton, New Brunswick,
was modelled originally on the parish church at Snettisham in
Norfolk, and completed according to the advice ofthe Ecclesiological
Sociery of Cambridge. The cathedral at St Helena was described by
one Governor ofthe island, R. A. SternrlaĘ as being'utterly devoid
of architecnuaļ beauty oįrtside orin'.

Ifthere was notia cathedral, there was certainly a parish church.
There it stood in splendid incong ity on heathen srrand or far-
flung rvaterfront, and not o ly Anglicans were moved to find it
there, for like those Mounties at the head of the ĪVhite Pass, it spoke
of order,and authority, meals at the proper time, clean sheets and
punctual trains. Äny of a thousand would serve us for examples,
but ļet us choose the chwch of St John which stood in a fine wide
churchyard above the waterfronr at Hong Kong. St Johnh was in
the very best part of toyn. Government House was its neighbour
one way, FlagstaffHouse,the other, and within convenient walking
distance werė the barracks, the parade ground, the cricket grouriā
and t}re public gardens. Behind rose the steeP streets of the PeĄ
the most fashionable residential area. Ī front was the waterĖont,
looking across the marvellous harbour to Kourloon. Easļly, benignly,
the tower of StJohn's presided over those varied scenes. The wįter-
front buildings in those days were vaguely ltalianate in style, in a
kind common to all European settlements in China, and the quay-
sides themselves were picturesquely Chinęse, all coolie hats and
semPans. The slab of the Peak behind was taĪilĪly and brown, excePt
where the taĻans had planted their lush gardens, and the general
colour ofthe scenewas a bleached grey, as though all the paints had
slighģ faded. The stance of StJohn's, howeveį was unaffected by

r When.they rebuilt it, without_the spĘ it looked iike &nterbury.
a It is rebuilt now, but still unfinished.

3Ī9
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i. * ,..'lTd ther9 ereci9eĻ as it might have stood in CheĮtenham
or Tunbridge WeĮls, assin{lated int the scene by 'tĮ, roäor
character. tike the ffiI.. o,f'a mo19ue,.i.."P.Ļ,äffi (*
less) than a faith: it was the emblem ofa society, expressing temporaļ

": 
*..ļ as spiritual values, and clearly uu.Įp.Į *į-"?.*i5.iļ,

that ifGod was a church-goer at all, he was 
"ffi;;Jy č:ä:*

3
Next to the home of Gģ the home of the Empire-builder. Tlre
domestic architecture 

9rŅ vjy;an E lire #;. ,,hį;,h;,
it was at home in Englanģ with qpical är.*oo.r. There was no
:h'..'...l style of contemPorary B.iä.i, housing.tha, y* ;jJ;.
finģ [aea Ņty, someįherein tļe overseas possessions. Even the
mean terrace houses of industrial England *Ļ .ęrod.rāil.h.
cities of Australia, *h.:. a_British įroletariat .xisted . *įrrythem; the Australians also favouredį e.."ri*ry r"įĻĮ r.rr,ä""r

9;ry3::-: lth gre'l_washed walls *ä a*o *.a irį"-r*rr,.
IT"l-ft"y disŅsed with an acacia or a cquPle ofNorfolk pines to
look įike a week_end cottage. The English ,"bĻį; ;ji;;;; ffi;;
seen, 'was broadcast tlrroughout the indiąn hills, and thä fi"; .htr;
any conventional colonial magnate diģ when he had -r'; hi;i.
in Parramatta orKimberĘ *Į .o bri hi",;;r;;rļdfi;äffi.
mansion, just as urned, terraced and carriage-swęt *"ny hi, crnt"m-
Poraries werecrecting in the environs orīu-"hoto il; .il;;
Iotty apPeeĪed rn the EmpĻe, honouring the traditions of Enelish
rT"t i.i9: theAstana,.th9nalae ofthĮ white Rajahs "f ;,J"
had a Gothic tower and high:Pjtched rqofš of*; r, 'h; Ė ;;
was supported on whire-washed brick arcades.,

o.ften.$ese.Ņr'of home were absurdly ill suited to theirsetting_if not in looks, at least in comfort. EvĻ in r"gr*ā thoĮfloriį nnes were scarcely functionĄ and when one added to their
,*igrr disadvantages all the hazards of trŅcal ur., nār, ,įrriįĮ'
Deneath the halļ floor to trooPs ofseRants' babies in the stable-
Į*ģ.th"y must sometimes ha]ve made the memsahibrs lr.r.t slrt.
But there were ąrceotions, even in the h.yday.iĮįigh vio.";.
The English settbrį i" s;th-ÄH;ĮĻ Ļ.trdi.,äil;";
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agreeable homesteads, trim with trees and fences like Kentucky
stud-fanns, and far more comfortable than the shambled farms of
their neighbours the Boers. The tea-planters' houses of Ceylon,
with their irnmerrsģ tall narrow corridors and their outdoor kit,
chens, were often surrounded by admirable lawns ofcoarsemountain
grass, upon which the planters'ladies enviably sat, buzzed about by
harmless insects and salaamed by passing serB.

The archetypical Anglo_Īndian bungalow was en uninqpired
compromise. In the beginning it was simply a box, for living in,
with a veranda all around it to keep it cool. When British families
b.g* to go.to India a second storey was placed upon the box,
and on top of it agan a sleeping platform was ofren builq with a
ladder to reach it from the roofon the very hottest nights ofthe hot
weather. Cool creepers were encouraged-to grow ovĮr and around
the veranda, and sometimes it was.covered with an aromatic scĪeen,
moistened with running water by coolies outside, and smelling
sweetly fresh and herbal. Behind was the compound, in which thį
seryant community liveģ and all around was sprinkled garden,
acting as insulation against the hot dust ofstreet orāesert. Uįon this
basic form every sort ofchange wes nļng, and in its grander versions
thębungalowhad anything up to twentyrooms-a dining-room anda
drawing-room downstairs, bedrooms and a family sitting-room above.

Such a house stood for imperial sense. For imperial sensibility
we will pay brief calls upon rwo very differenr possessions. At
7.omba, in Nyasaland, the British Consul accredited to'the Kings
and Chie6 of Crntral A.frica' had built a Residenry ihar was a
rnodel of its kind, beautifirlly set upon the slopes 

-of 
a forested

mountain (the home of Rider Haggards People of the Mist) and
surrounded by delicious halĖwild gardens. Īt had conicaļ towers at
each end, to fortifl, it against savages, and verandas upstairS and
down, and was'proudly claimed to be the fnest building in East
Africa north of the Zarnbesi: with its ste P rÖof and'big low rooms,
the mountains behind and the wide lush valley in front, it looked
genuinģ indigenous to Africa, a sehsitive ryntĮresis of srrn and
shade, ruting and ruled.

The houses on the Savannah ar Port ofspain, capital ofTri ridad,
offered sensibiliry of a more distracted kind. There architecturai
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Slairvrolantl.could-peer behind the cornposure of Victorianism intotĘ,Īnļd reaļįty. The_Savannah was a wide greerr prrĻ perhaps a
mrļe acĪoss, preserved more or less in its natural .t"t . fĖ"r. J., 

"bandstand and the usual race-course, and ;;h. ;;;;";;;?negro and Īndian boys, scattered across th" gr".rr] Plryįā;;;.._minabl9 games of cr_icket, occasionally burstiig irrtä i,,,pro-pto
carnival. Trees ran do_wn to the edgeĮf .h. gÄ;;Jai.Ļiįr.
was encircled by ,r, electric tram nĮ. aro*Jthi.'*id";į;;; ,
s1aggering gallimaufry of mansions surveyed the scene. sorĮ" *"r.domģ some were sĻin d_gl"ssģ somĮ į"J,*r"r',-'"*.Ļ
gables. There was halĒtimĖdng, and pictorial ,iļi"g, į;;;"ri;
ran 

-ng Ėom tlhe medieval to t į c*i 
"r,, 

.pir.."*Ī į"įoa-r.,
L:1_",.:1 everywhere, or"*.rit *inäo*s ,, ora"ry li..i 

"blT 3d bIaements, mrrllions and ornamental ironworĻ sihoįettes
of Rhenish castle or Įoire c"häteau-all io Į'pr*.J.į',ir" Jg. 

"rthe SavannĄ in mad embodim*t or*Į}iį.ia Y;.ryļ 
--"-

4
PubĮic b:rldings of the most august elaboration honoured the
Queen, tJre Arts and Sciences or- rh9 principle "ri-įiJ-c""Äment' Town Halls were scarcģ t"'Į ;ģ*"g thĻ p*ī.*į",b99l 

, 
and clock towers *o"oblqoi.rĮ:*,. onein the middteof Colombo had a liģthouse on oĻ *d *" "* ,Į;ā;;ämut the-Tost Prominent strįrctĮĮre in tļre colony, standing high

gn3.!are hill overlookinq Steamer Point M*y oiįt"r" *oiloi*
ŅFg'w9r9 des_igned by roidi.rr, oth..'uv *r.liiiJilll'h
erchļtects ot the_ day, but so vaŠdy overwhelrĖing was t #iritthey rePresented that Į yr..".ry dificult to t lith. captaiir of
Engineers from the new Palladio. tį *"' th. spirit oia.t roif, ;";'
sake' We read that when a wealthy ,o,rth Īrrdi* philr.r*rįpirt
decided to found a boarding-schoolĻ M;dr* .ht'äĮäffi ä'
Š*lrd not only towards iÄpr*lng th.i.'olt *.rrļ uJ"ĮjĻ
Examinations but also tle cons-tructiJ, of.n ,rįstiį ,ir" "i Įr,rir*;

r rhe Port ofspain houscs are_still in thdr full grory, witih morc cricketers

*HĮT***,.ilui,*,l,*,rį-{*'f ,*"{,,*,Hd*ä*T}
ployees, and its grounds form a Ėbli"-gprį;: 

' '^
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with a toĮ,er in the middle'. The tower-in_the-middle impulse
informs many of the great buildings of the Pax Britannicr. įh.i,
p pose does not seem to matter, end is seldom clear. They may be
railway stations, libraries, ladies' colleges, covered markets. AĮ are
heavily clotļed in symoo_lic om"*.nt, and come to blur indistin_
Ņshably in tįre minģ a general mass of pomp strewn across the
world in the Queen's name.

Probably the most daunting group of official buildings in the
Empire was in Bombay. It stood like a massive palisade in parallel
with the sea, sqnrated Ėorr the beaches only by an expanse of
brownish trrr{, a railway line, and a riding-tradrcalied ąottįn Row.
Here in :three great blocks the Establishment of the Bombay pre-
sidency was coācentrated, celestially removed from the chaos vhich,
out of sight beyond,Fsplanade Road and the Viaoria Terminus,
ran indescribabĮy away to the north. Side by side stood the Secre-
tariat, the UniversĻ the Library, the Clock Tower, the Law
Courts, the Public'ĪV'orks Department, the Post office and the
Telegraph Office--a gFoup of public buildings worthy of a great
capital, and unmatched for scale in any English city outside London.
It was a heady parade. Sorne was Venetian Gothic, some French
Decorated, some Eaģ English, and the Post office, so the g"id.-
book says, was simply'mediwal (architect, Trubshawe). Enormous
palm-mat awnings shaded the windovs, and high on their vast baĻ
conies dignitaries of the Raj could sometimes be seen strolling in
white suits, discussing sewage costs with underlings orinterviewing
contractors. Nothing could be more unbendingly officiat than these
buildings. They looked as though never, in all their years of digniry,
did a lady drop a scented handkerchief upon their stairs, or a smaļl
boy prop his hoop against the portet's lodg.. The Seoetariat alone,
designed by captain H. St Clair Wilkins, Ro1ral Enģeers, had
taken seven yeais to builģ and a notice inside recorded with
approval that whereas tļre estimated cost uras Rs rrz8or73r, the
actual cost Īras only Rs trz6r844.Į

In Simla, steeĻbolted offices below the Mall; in Wellington,
New Zealanģ the largest wooden buildings in the worlģ designed

r The buildings remain, daunting es ever, but land recļamation has
removed them some distance from the-sea, and tempered their majestic effect.
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n9r to hurt if an earthquake demorished thern, and containinE ail
the Ministerial offices and alļ the Archives oršt"tą iJ;;:r.,
R}rodesia, a white-walled and thatched-roof co""*-.nt H;į..
built on the site of lobengula's kraal; and in Ottawa, p". Āįnt
building w- hich illustrated|better thaĪr_any ot her, *. .o-"oįĮiįrr.
imperial ideal at its best, the dream of"loud-capįJ."*Įr. *a įar.of.br9ļ9ily debate which shimmered in **yĻ Empire-builder,s
mind. The ParĮiarnent of t{re Canadian Confeä.rrcy;;;;;;į;.
the start a,s a1.elitome. Canada was the ideaĮist's .i'a "rBrpi.Ļpeogle united in reconciliation, a colony 

"-*"ipoted, ;;īĮ;"''
:1_1ļh*, 

fu.p.:l.r les of pariiamenr.Ļ d.*oorcy transferred in
ĮrrįrmPhant vļndrcatron l-a* ancient capital to a new. When tlreybuilt their parliament the Canadian, *.i. consciously idi* ,
symboĻ and they chose a propeģ sacramental ,itį. rti. **. irr.
oļ the rrver at ottawa isiat 

-and 
runs away sullenly into the wilder-

ness and the Ėozen north. The east bank iį i,ig]. ;a*""āĮĮ; il;g
in grand blutrs above the water, and offering.rād" d"rolrr" p.orįįr,
in every direction. Up there, in a site,ri*i',.trīiy;Įil;'il;*
Ī/orld, the English erchitects Thomas Fuller -a ri.J..iĮįš;.erected the most sumon'ously imperial ofbrildi";. il ;; .į,"rĻ
fr.om lr{aj9r's Hill, 

" 
Ė,r"*"i a"i-.o"r*, rr. there its symbolisms

showed clearest. To the lefrwere th" ,t pp.a lo.Ls of iį. RtJ;
C3nal, descending steeply to the river'in äĻ"į"r, J.*"r';;;"
gf^ry:, -T.t rJ, ov;i 

1a.ture. To the right the ,i"*;;;*"y
infinitely cold and uninviting, sometimes äoggJ **-n*;;ä',
and chufed over by 

1."*bort'. High in ,ff;JG ,nĖ;,
respectful trees and statuary, the tuĻts, toĪrers *a,"".iĢ,Įā
roo6 ofParliament rose i', *yrtoior' ,"įrĮĻ""y-" tall clock-tower
tļrei1_anex, outlier wings wiih mansard.'roofš Äa g"uĪĮJ*i;ā;;,
the library ofParliament buttressed end octagonjm.. * poe rįchapterĮouse-with . 

_6 "! 
green and ,r*Ė il ;;;;;į

splashed everywhere with rediyello*, *į *riį.r. p.ļrJc*Į_
dians took their sons up Majot's rriil, to įint or, ,įļ]ār"* Įrthis majestic spectacleiand watercolourisĮs threw ; ;ä;Ļ;
around it alĮ, as they might embelĮish an allegory.r

*.Jfil;#il:Įrlil:Til jįffi Tä.,.ä##fĻTs#Jl:1f į?;;ļ:
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5
one day in 1836 Colonel Ī ilļiam Light, Surveyor-GeneraĮ of South
Australia, stood on a blufi'above Holdfast Bay and chose the site of
Aģelaide. He was the bastard son of a Royal Navy captain and a
Malay halĒcaŠte woman, and had gone'to Australia at the inviątion
of Gibbon Wakėfielģ who had high-flovn plans for one of his
colonies there. Īight's job was to survey the country and apportion
land to setders, and almost the first thing he did was to picĖ a sPot
6r the capital. The city was started absolutely from scratch, on
military principles, in a place deliberatģ and scientifically selected
out of the endless bush. First Colonel Light decreed a circular roaģ
surrounding the entire site. He lined ir all around with parkland,
as an insulation against the bush, and in its centre he deposited a
double city: to the north a residential area, around ĪVellington
Square, to the south a business area, around Victoria Square.
Between the two lay another parĻ with the Torrens River running
through it, containing Govemment House, cricket grounds, a
parade ground and an artificial lake. Adelaide was an elegant little
city &om the start, and though in the coĮĮĪse of time Lighds plan
was parŅ overlaid by haphazard deveĘment, still it remained a
standing reproach to the cheek-by-jowl disoriented cities of the
Mother Country.r

It was a paradox of Empire that the British, the most pragmatic
ofpeoples, should have best expressed themselves architecturally in
planned townscapes-in groups rather than individual buildings,
sŲlines rather than fagades. This was pardy because sites were
generally virgin, and pardy because soldiers so often laid out settle-
mentsi and parģ because in their overseas possessions the British
allowed themselves to be more formal and methodical than they
often were at home. There were no sentimental yearnings for the

sity Museum at Oxford, which Fuller knew, and which had been completed
in 1855.

1Poor Light, though he is now gratefully remembered in Äustralia, came
to a sad end. He resigned his job after a series ofdifferences .*,ith his superiors,
and died in 1839, aged 54, penniless and tubercular, in a cottage ofmįd and
reed near his city site, nursed by his English mistress'Maria.
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:*k{ way, the rolling way. Right:angles wqe dc rt uarin the
imperial towns, streets were often ium.riĻily named: ;;y;;;',
like Adelaide, were built to a grid. ltreets įere often imÄenseĻ
wide, to allow ox-train: to t_u in thenr, and the ,.ttiog of ,pi.
aŅnst domą tręe against dock tower, was often *"Į.d *],th
methodical finesse. Foreigners were frequently struck "by ;h;,
seemed to them an uncharacteristic logiiof design: 

"on 
Ėti *.,

'}*"Ėg the straight broad streets oĪ eustra a] concluded that
th9.fou1g Englishmen of the colonies .lean to theAmerican,. C-r.
tainly the cities which the British had summoned into e*irt *
across the world were notable for a qpaciousness, an airiness, that
sugģested boundless promise-as though the colonial plarn..s fo.e-
saw from the very '*t ah:I couple āf shacks 

"nd " 
l"rrr-to ,hop

transformed into a metropolis.

_ Īv{elbourne, for example, had been founded onlY sixtv vears
ĘĘ.r*l.t a MrJohn Batnran signed a land rg...Ä.o. Ji.įįī.
aboriģal chie6 of thę a..a-thĮ three brotie* Jrgrjrgą į*
gether with Cooloolo9k, ļ9nsarie, Yanyan, rrloowĘ;d'M;-
marmalar. No Colonel Light iteppeģ in, to enlightÄ its origins
with green belts and n1u,1z, buįit had alreģ Ļ*. , ā,į-Įr
:onseqyel:e, gilded with the_profits of sheep.range and gold_rirsh.
It 1as built to a grid, regardless of the shį of Ļ gr"Ļa. E .h
mairt"street was flanked by a lesser access 

_roaģ 
,o Ä", rorrāį

Street had its Litde Lonsdale Street in paralleĻ Bourke street iįs
Įttle BourĮe Street, Flinders Street its pĻders i,.r'.. rh.bosin .,
houses had their front doors on a big street, their back doo., on 

"':aĻ. { suavģ among them proāeeded the supreme a*oaiĻ
thoroughfare, Collins Street, already claiming itseĻto . tn. n"ā
street in the southern hemisphere (to every oĮher Melbourne Street
Miss Clara Aspinall had wriĻen i"Ļ l85ts, .there is * a-.ri*'
go-ahead 

5ljrit, very objectionable .o .ti. Įrr-..ģ"īrJ;;dJį
our sex). There were no squāres or cĪescents; the Įentre of the citv
was rigidly geometrical, parrly because it made land sales easiei
and it was in the suburbs_thatih* indiriduaįism "iil;rĪi.il;;expression. These *r: rr.ry British. carlton was frankly modelled
on Bloomsbury, and when they esablished their first seaside suburb
the Arrstraįians rrarurally called it Brighton. Street after street.the

sz.6
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villas extendģ each in its garden, across the Yarra furrer aad dovrn
to the sea; rich and showy houses, often delightfully touched up
with decorative cast_iron, with ballrooms and nurseries, fern houseį
and coach houses, stucco decorations everywhere and stained glass
on tįre landing. From these elegant and commodious retreats, as
the panegyrists used to say, furnished in the costįiest taste of
fow-poster and mahogany, such magnates as had escaped the bank
crash ofr893 drove into town along broad tree-shaded boulevards,
out of īus into urb to their flamboyant offices on Chancery Place,
to lamb chops at the Melbourne'Club, or simply to perform the
social ritual knolwn as 'doing t}re Block'-strolling up and down tļe
north side of Colįins Street, fetchir.rg up at last at Gunsler's Vienna
Cafē, where ener1bod1t went.

English visitors might scoff at such a city (gisn't it a litde fĻ
from Town?'), irnd Melbourne citizens of cosmopolitan pretensions
habitually disparaged it, too. But these great cities of the white
colonies-Melbourne, Sydney, Toronto, Durban-w'ere already
much finer places than the industrial cities of the English provinces.
They were handsome towns: not subtĻ handsome, but boldly so.
Īn the deail they often slavishly copied English patterns, but in the
whole they had a freshness all their o]Id'n, as thouģ their builders
had torn Birmingham or Manchester breezily apart, and begun all
over again.

Gipe ne oĮd MeĮboume and. give ne ryt girĮ,
Anį I pilĮ Üe ri'npŲ aĮI rigbt,

Doa anlone kmu of a beuer old pka,
Tban Bourke Strėet 0n Satarday nigbt?

6
The British, who generally neglected their waterfronts at home, or
blocked them all offvith high-walled docks, used them rarher better
abroad. They created no Golden Horns, it is true, and wasted a few
such marvellous sites as WelĮington or Vancouver, but one did not
easily forget the harbour-front at Hong Kong.the formal splendour
of Empress Place in Singapore, or St John's in Newfoundland,
with its tumble of wooden houses secreted behind the Narrows.

327



tg

Staws of Enpirc
Sometimes theimperialists even setout to give gaiety to theirweter-
&onts. Almost tįre first thing they created aiÄden was a forlorn

9d bļstered Esplanade, fr"iog Front Bay. Sydney ĮIarbour was
{lanked Ī,ith little villas, perched Riviera-like lrrghand low alongits
banks, and the sea&ont at Durban, where the Žuh rickshaw Ėovs
waited outside the hotels with bells ol their a kles and feathers Ļ
their rickshaw wheels, was alreģ one ofthe brightest ofVictorian
w3ter-pla9eg.4l fo, the eqplanade at Colombo in Ceylon, that isle
ofimperial deĮghą it was almost Breton in its geasideelegance, and
oģ seemed to be awaiting Proust's young ladies, to florĻce along
the boardwalk with their bikes and Parasoļs. At.one end stood tĖ
swauĻ Gall9 Face hoteĻ Īrith iis gay sunblinds and majestic hall
Porters; at the other the British Ärmy barracks were builį in sunny
*fiļa9o like expensive hotels themselveq; facing the sea was thį
wal-shaped Colomļo CluĻ white, shuttered rnā tvt be'' only;
between them all stretched a huge seasįde lawn, beautifully main-
tained by the Municipality, with white rails like a race-colurse ail
arorrnd it, and Dģ ships sailing brightly by beyond the seawall.

And at Madras, beyond the Coromandel sur{, the British erecĖd
the best of all their city sŲtines, a romantic extraveganza com-
parable to that ĪĻIhitehall view Ėom the little bridge in St]ames,s
Park. In l;ondon the oriental elaboration seemed ģlo.ioo'į a .n,
in Madras, the oldest British ci-ty ofthe Raj, exotic flourishesĻmed
only'proper. The sŲline was like a crbss between the Kremlin, a
story_book Damascus and St Pancras railway.station. Īts buildings
were, i fact, quite widģ separated, and variorrs in their styles, and
seen dose to tesolved themselves into huge:W.įĪTėĪIS of cou:rthousei
and Government offices, all arched and vaultģ with sunshine and
rllPouring altgrnatģ down open staircases, and immense piles
of documents glimpsed Ļneath Portraits of old Governors and
judges throuģ barred unglazed windows. When seen from a dis_
tarrce, though, tfuough the haze of the Carnatic noonday es yo!ļrsĘ approached the ąnchorage, something ethereal haįpen d to
those stmctures: their walls were lost.in the bustle oi tt" 

"ity,and oģ their bulbous roofs and toĪrefs seerred to float abovę
Madras, insubsantial against the blu , pordy for Vicroria and
domed for the East.
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7
'The Maharajah gave the order and Yakub Sahib made tlle garden.,
In every city the sahibs'softened theįr architecture with gardens,
and of all expressions of the imperial taste, the gardens were the
most satisfactory. The English predilection for the paradise gFĪden,
trature unobtrusivģ coa:<ed into order, was richly encourāged in
the trŅcs, where the,imPerial gardeners found plants readier than
anything at home to inteĪtvrine andluxuriate in the profirsion they
preferred. This was a ruling race with green fingers. The great
gardens of the British Empire were mosdy botanical gardens
created for scientific purposes, but they were never mere open-air
laboratoriesr'rilĀhile around their own houses, and in tlreir-public
parks, the British lovingly graftd imperial cuttings to rhe root of
English landscape art.

The best of the imperial gardens had an air of exuberane, as
though their creatois hāve beān gsven carte ilancbe.The tsro famous
botanical gardens of C-eylon, for instance, felt like English gardens
magicalĮy released from the restraints ofEnglish taste and climate.
Peradeniya, outside l{andy, was done to a Blenheim scale: the river
Mahawali-ganga almost surrounded it, giving it a theatrical unity,
and everytJring about it was lavish_royaĮ palms, vast clumps of
bamboo, greenhouses and wicker arbours veiled in creepr, an
eerie grotto of an orfid house, flower gardens dramatically laid
out, colour by colourin big bright slabs. Its high-altitude subsidiary,
Hakgalla, was its antithesis. It stood secluded in the mountains
beyond Nuriya Eliya, a favourite object of Grand Hotel excursions,
and it was like an English garden in a dream, blurred and suggestive.
Peradeniya was-best seen oĪļ the evening of a sunny day, when the
shadow gave depth to its grand manner, and thew the silhouettes
of its palms nobly across th" gr*. Hakgalla excelled in a Scotch
mist in early moming, when its maze of Įittle paths, thickets and
hollows opend unexpectdly one after another tluough the haze.
It was only just short ofa wild garden, its foliage exquisitģ drecked
on the brink of anarchy, and it was dominąted byferns--damp and
Įacy ground fems, tangled rock fems, and tįre beautiful aee ferns
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peculiar to Crylon, whose leaves formed a high caparison, andd.ipp.d their raindrops all around the Ļ. .

The British had never stopped oeatinglbotanicar gardens-those
on the island of Dominica,ln th" vrest"Indies, .d;*h į""d" ,su1rrlative collection of trŅcaļ plants, hrd bĮo fouiJ.a 

""t/'il,r89r. The gardens a1 sydnēy, wĪrish meandered ā.Ė;ily;"rg
* :hrr oJthe harbour, präĻted the city itseĘ o, oi-iti. oį.sjteĘa Ęen pla ted the fl9wers rnd,.eg"äH., Ėrooghi 

"įį u*
the First Flect of convjcts in 1788: but fie senio5 i-Ė;d-äĻ'
o.falļ lay on the banks ojthe Hooghly at C;alcutta, removed from thecitt's clutter on the otļer sideof-thį river. BehinJ Ā.;;.;J;Ļ.
GranģTrunkRoaģ on the fus_t stage ofiįs march ,*orr'r"ār; *aover their walls the masts and_upįrworks of ships 

"o"ra "lĮn,:ib,rlly mgvrng u and dou.n the river. Into this retreat the British
had brought tropical specimens Ėom every part of th" *o.ld_

ahogany and Cuban pįT', mangoes, iĖ,"d g,Ļi š"Į*
American.cree1rrs, tamarinds and äsuarinas: and Bishop Heber
wrote of the Calcutta boŅcal.garden, .r,"iĮr,.y *"JJ;i.rdĻ
*:*.'rjo.Milton's idea ofParadisE if ttrey *.r. äo a hill instead įf
a CĮeao flat'.

The British had a genius-for parks, and in the end perhaps itwould be for these noble urban Įxprnses, preserved *itt ,,įt 
"sensebfscale and human values,'thaithei, bmpire * j il;JĻthanked. There was something very su1rrior įo the im.perial'parks.

They seemed to announce 
" ģ.*ā diĻgard .rį."i.raĮ-{*Į

l5:]:1"_Iues, 
or,prolrrt}r riģhtr, and at'the'*į .i*", *;;,.ry

oļ n1ture-aPParently so complete that their designers could afforā
.o ,9lT their discipline, and let things run a littĖ *ild;i.hi;į;
stockade of į-lre surroun{hq .iy. KinĮ', p".r. 

"t 
į"rtl,,lraä, *äļsimply a slab of,native bu'"Ļ f""c.d i rįįuo*,ilffiį-o *d

preserved fgr ever as the aboriģes had known it: while PhoenixPT\ il D*lin, though it contaį.d e zoo, arace-coĮrrse and several
official residen9es, was so vast-Īr75o a.."s_that it was ,il;];
: .n-.9Tt y, its paths highways and its mansions ***y t ouĮĮ.
The Maidan at Calcutta was just .he opposite: in the Ä;" ;i;
tumultuous oriental metr.opolis (for by the'rggns the ciay 

"rrr"rr.*was scarcely recognizable) a huge oid.r.d pķ.'**Į.ia* .Į'""
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pulously British, with tennis courts, golflinks, bĘcle tracks, cricket
pitches, .iding roads, innumerable stātues of generals and adminis-
trators, and dovrn at the rive/s edge an ornamental pagoda, a
substantial piece of loot Ėom Bunrra.

The Maidan was oriģally no morę than a clear field of fire for
Fort William, but sometimes the creation of_such a park shorred
astonishing selĒdenial. Nobody doubted that Vancäuver, incor-

ryrT.d as a city in r88ģ would one day Ļ among the chief ports
of the Americas. It was founded as tļe urestern įerminus oī th.
c.P.R., and was alreģ booming. Yet in a particularly covetable
part of the city area, beside the narrows which formed the harbour
entrancer the citv fathers established a. park. It was to become, so
many travellers .thought, the mosr beautiful park in the whole
world, half savāge, half domestic, with water on three sides of it
and the soft Pacific vinds rufling its trees-a,lamp wesr coast park,
where the moisture steamed out ofthetree-barkvhen the sunĻme
out, and sometimes even the morning birds were to be seen preerring
their featįrers in a haze ofvaPoĮļr. The great Port grew atl around iį
but never encroacheģ and sentinel f"; evei at iĮs gate stood thļ
Queen's Governor-General of tlre day, Iord stanley, witļ the
i grltign upon his plinth: 'To the use and enjoyment of people
of all colours, creeds and customs for all time, I name thee sĻLy
Park.:r

8
The garden instinct of the EngĮish did not always survive migration.

I The successors of Empire have been sensible of all tfiese garden glories.
on th9 gre,ļt green at Pēradeniya, during the Second woita wrrJ iorā
Mountb_atten set up the headquarters of hiš South-East Asia Commanģ but
the garden renrainiglorious, and now forms an appendage to the Universirv
ofCeylon along the road" The Sydney garden maĖės a baĮkdrop for the ciq/į
boļd new opera House, the Dominica gardens were described bv Mr patrick
Leigh-Fermour, in_r95o, as'thc mostįerfect botanical gardenš I have ever
seqtl. fhoenix Park has passed unscathed through p.r,irt tions of Empire
and independence, and itļ zoo remains pre-emineit for the breedine of äns.
The Maidan at Cilcutta, though stripped of its plinthed Vicäoys and
trampled by tle feet of a millioi' ,ngry ä"-on.t 

"t6.., 
remains ,t lįast ,n

oPen sPece. 'When I speak of the tra-vėllers who consider Stanley Park the
most beautiful of all, emphatically among them llnumber myself, '
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The- private houses of the simpler Australians and canadians
notably lr*.d greeneries_not jĮst Ļcause of the . ;į,;;
ry9fi: gardens tļrrived, but perhĻs because tif" wrs ,*-n.Į ,h"
,o1 ar9aĻ _without bothering äbout herbaoo* borį.rr. Th.
Briton fresh from Britain, tho ģ, as soon as he moved il";;;
b1rngalow, or set down tm amiĻuaggage on a neui small-holding,
almost Ņ..y, got hold of some š..aräättings to 

'rrk;fi;;Ė'"garde1 
Jhe_gardens of Government Houses Ļere often the only

consolations for restless Governot's ladies, and te, ,*ong,h.Į..hid.
on the buffalo-grass larrm was an imperial;rr.61*69 "th. *iH.įt
dreams of Kew were the facts of KaĻandu. Sir George Grev. the
l.* lh.^_lborigines so loved, created a remarkable gia* .i" ür.
island ofKawau, in the Hauraki GuĶ north ofAuckiand- H. įJi.
a house of concrete there, stocked it with a good library, įįa .*-
ry*9* it with exotic. 

|oliage. He brought-oaks Ėom'c.lifbrrir,
Ņ.f"l Island pines, chinesāwillows, piies no* r"n"rie, ā r.r,
plants from Chile and Peru, silver trees from South Africa, Ļrįo,
3ee1from Malaya-and all ttnouģ the shrubberi*, ,.lĮgri-i..a
by the studious statesman Ėom Ēis brary windows, ort iį .rĻa
Il,i'g.a Chinese pheasants stalked, -d k-ģ.r-' ;il;Ļlolloped.

. Yora expatriate Britons, counting the months to home leave
had garden aqpirations of a differe"nt kind. Love of ,h.i, ;;;
.9Y"oy wes very .trolg. among this people; nostalgia and home_
sickness.were.*9ļg their weakn.r'.'] ĪtĻ", roses these transient
rmpenalrsts pined for, sp9ļ<s.and honeysuckle, lavender hedges and
spring.daffodŅ. 

9p their įittle gardens spranģ hop.ful *".fa.Įį
bungalow, and there *....o..įtds inīo*īs i"įr,. rriJį..-Ä
and nodding wallllowers beside the compound gate. wiri l-r.į
when the Empire-builda oved elsewheĖ o, *.it to.. ro. ģooaat last, his successor loved the garden in iris tum, ,o .t riir]įr*
F*Ņ down the generations, aid was immorta;"į i, ;.PĻ;il.
I::,,:very soon languished. The weeds of th..ourt y;d;ā;;
tnumphantĻ tangled trees overcame the flower-b.d', *d ģsently all that was left in souvenir was a brambr. or rnļu* .ä.Į
go.ne vļd_ in the undergrowth, their scent forgotten;ā .h.;;
colours faded.
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Tribal Lays and Images

England, nme tbat is brn thyt son, anį Įįpa

Ų gyau of tŲ gĮor1,fru,
Lina and 2eara not at beart anį burxs pitb

bope to serue ai be norships tbn;
Nonc may sing tbn: tbe sea-pind's aing beats

įtpn our gmgr 6 lt haih tbe va.

Algernon Swinburne


