
TONÈHENGE IS, for manyof us,

the one place that represents
Britain's prehistory. The celebrated

stone circle standing proud on
Salisbury Plain with its trademark
lintel-topped sarsens has been an

enduring source of fascination for millennia.
The first monurnent the¡e, a circular ditch
and bank, was dug in c2900 BC, and a timber
or stone circle elected inside it.'lhen, much
latet in c2400 BC, the first monoliths of
local rockwere brought in. Over the course

of the next several hundred years, stones

wefe put uP, taken down, movecl around,
added to, ancl then ñnaþ re-erected to the

shape we see tociay.

Stonehenge is uncleniably a stone circle, but
it's not a henge, even though it has lent its

name to the group of tnonuments that go

under that title. The concept of the'henge'was

introduced by a man called Thomas Kendrick

in 1932 and technicall¡ a henge is a circula¡
earthen bank with a ditch inside it and one or
more entlances through the bank. At
Stonehenge, there is a circular bank, but it is
insi<le a ditch, so these elements are the wrong

way round. Nevertheless, stone cilcles and
henges c1o appear to be connectecl parts of a

tradition that developed in Britain from
arouncl 3000 to 2000 BC - in other worcls,

cluring the later Neolithic periocl (when

agriculture began here) and moving into thè

earlie¡ Bronze Age (when we see the first use of
metals, fiom about 2400 BC).

Stone circles are often positioned within
henges, sometimes in replacement for earlier

timber circles, so there is a iink betlveen the

two types of monument, though it's not an

absolutely clear one, as Richard Bradley explains:

"Henges and stone circles are separate things

that often coalesce. You've got plenty ofstone
circles that don't have henges, and plenty of
henges that don't have stone circles. They

each can pursue an independent existence but

they ar:e both different expressions of a more
basic idea that special places otrght to be

circular, which seems quite natural to us, but
large palts of Europe dorlt have circulat'
monuments in prehistory."

It's possible that the traclitioll has its origins
in northern Britain, perhaps in Orkne¡ and

spread south frotn there. Stone circles number

1,000 across the countr¡ while there are

arouncl 120 henges known. Given the lat'ge size

ofsome ofthese places, the construction of
these monuments would have required a

considerable number of people to build them'

They indicate a "massive control of labour"
in the view of Richard Bradle¡ and what's

particularly odcl is that we clon't know lvhere
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these labourers iived. Their monuments
survive, but the.ir houses (rare exceptions
aside, particularly in Orkney) are lost to us, so
in the later Neolithic and earlier Bronze Age,
these henges and stones circles seem to have
been the prime concerns of the people who
built them.

What we do know is people were coming
from a distance to these places. Settlements
are not always found in their immediate
vicinity. Combined with fincls of exotic objects
in and around the circles, the evidence from
isotope analysis of the l¡ones of animals eaten
at these sites points to the fact that people wer.e
travclling to get to theln. "I think we can start
to talk about pilgrimage," says Richard Bradley.
What were they coming to do? Well, eating
seems to have been a big thing. Feasting,
particularly on pork, is attestecl by excavated
t'emains of animal bones,

Similarl¡ archaeological finds incticate
that burial and commemoration of the dead
aìso appears to have been going on. There
was the deliberate deposition of unusual
objects in the ground.Also, the observation of
basic astronomical events woulcl appear to
have been practised, as many of the
monuments have alignments that lencl
themselves to the solstices.

Those are the main things that we can talk
about with any sense of certaint¡ but of course
that hasn't stopped archaeologists and others
from con.ring up with a multitude of theories
about the purpose of these places.

What's intei'esting is that their role seems to
shift over time, notes Richard Bradley: "Theret
a gradual change from public buildings - big
houses I call them - where we see wooden
structures with a lot of animal bone and a iot
of debris, to stone settings usually with

cremation burials. Then there's a ver.ylast
phase of use at stone circles which is perhaps
more northeln than southern, Theywere
usecl all over again in the late BronzeAge
( 1200-800 BC) as cremation cemeteries and
cremation pyres."

So these circular monnments have
had a long life and no doubt have meant
clifferent things to different people. That's
an attribute they maintain to this da¡ as

anyone passing Stonehenge on a solstice
will be able to confirm.

Richard Brødley is professor of at-chaeology
at ReadingUniuersity and author of
The Prehistory of Britain anc[ h.eland
(CambridgeUR 2007)

Þ Turn the page to discover nine ptaces that te[
the story of the prehistoric passion for the circle
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1 The Hurlers coRivwe*

Where you can see how stone circles sat within ritual landscapes

0NE 0F THE interesting points about henges and

stone circtes is that they don't exist in isolation.
They are often surrounded by buriaI mounds, to
create wider ritua[ [andscapes. At The Hurters,
on Bodmin lvloo¡ in Cornwatt, there are three
welt-preserved stone circtes arranged over open
ground in a [ine, a grouping which is unusual in

itsetf. As with many of these sites, we don't have

definite dates for their c0nstruction, but they are

assumed to be late Neotithic or early Bronze Age,

Not far away at Ri[aton was an early Bronze Age

buriaI mound, which was dug into in the

1 9th century lt turned out to be one of the
richest earty Bronze Age buriats discovered.
A sketeton was found atong with a fabulous gold
cup, the R¡ltaton Cup, and numerous other
objects. Curiousty this cup found its way into the
royaL household where it was used to store the
co[[ar studs of King George V, before it was
passed on to the British Museum, where it can
sti[[ be seen today.

I www. e n g li sh - h e r it a g e.o rg. u Udayso u t/
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l The Hurlers, Minions, Cornwall

2 Stanton Drew, Bath & NE

Somerset

3 The Ring of Brodgar, Orkney

4 Avebury, Wittshire

z
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5 Arbor Low, Derbyshire 3 The Ring:of,Brôdgar
6 Gors Fawr, Pembrokeshire and"thê,Stones of Stênness onrrvEv

7 Castlerigg, Cumbria Where the tradition of hengê building may have bègun

I Cairnpappte, West Lothian

9 Tomnaverie, Aberdeenshire
0RKNEY lS A paradisé for
Neolithic ènthusiasts; so

much so that a [arge part of it

has been designated as a .

Wortd Heritage Siie. Aside ,

from the astònishingtf-
Wet[-prèserved Neot!thic,
village at Skara Brae and the
rÍia g n if iðenttl a tmoSp hèric
chambered tomb of Màes
Howe, there's a stunning pair
ofstòne circtes'the Ring of

BiodgarandtheStonesÒf:".,,
Stenness - opposing each other
across an isthmus. The sharp,
somelimes triangutar, standing
stones are set in breathtaking
scenery and are ùorth visiting for
that atone.

I he¡r s¡gnit¡cance ¡n th¡s story
is great. The radiocarbon dates

from excavated materiaI at the
Stones of Stenness suggest that
it's towards the beginnings of both

the henge and stone circte
traditions. The site is atso

associated with a styte of pottery -
grooved ware - that seems to

orþinate in Orkney and travet south

with henges and stone circtes. As

Richaid Bradtêy notes: 'The odds

are that the henge idea originates
in the north and the west."

Even more interesting however
is thatìhese heriges and circtes Lie

within a much Larger Neolithic
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meant that houseconstruction

ì.,,,Was in stone rather, than Woodl;
The tate Neotithic vittage of
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contempor arywith the nearby
Stones of Stenness, and another
setttement near the Ring of
Brodgãr is under excavat¡on now. .

It;s very unusual to see setttements :

so ctose to thesstypes of
mqñumeiits ând the.fact tha¡ the . . :
evidence survives in 0rkney adds
ð'n'extra'diiñènsion to thê stone j: ' .,j
circtes and henges here..
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4 Avebury wTLTSHTRE

Where you can consider how a
henge might have altered reality

0NE 0F TH E Largest, and most famous, henge
and stone circtes in Britain, Avebury has one
major circte, with a horseshoe-shaped cove
setting inside it, and two further circtes as
wet[. There is atso [íke[y evidence of a timber
circte. lt had two avenues of paired stones, one
of which leads to another stone circle known
as The Sanctuary. The dating is not good but
the site was probabty created around 2400 BC.

The henge is a very substantiaI earthwork
and there's a great day to be had wandering
around the place, being towered over by
the great [umpen stones in their settings.
It s an excetlent ptace to considerjust
how much [abour the creation of some of
these sites wou[d have consumed, and of
course to ponder why theywere buitt. The
huge size of the henge earthworks here
might get you th¡nking about one of Richard
Bradley's theories:

"These earthworks of henges are great
screens: they make a completety excluded
space, you can't see in if you're not a
participant and you can't see out ifyou are a
participant. 0ne of the things that's very odd
with henges is the internaI ditch, One

argument is that it's a defence in reverse to
stop something powerfuI escaping. Another is
that in most societies, in social anthropoLogy,
rites of passage invotve a phase of seclusion
where the norms of normatexistence are
explicitly reversed, and I do wonder if we're
talking about something [ike that."

The vi[[age of Avebury is not an inversion
of reality - though it is partLy encompassed by
the stone circle - and there you'tl' find the
Atexander Kei[[er Museum, which disptays
finds from excavations at this Wortd
Heritage Site.

s01672539250
> www n a t¡ o n a lt r u st. o rg. u k/ m a i n/w - ave b u ry



'$,.!lT, we,*".,r ,dÆþ. #p *p¡ el;+rel Wh e r e h i s t o ry h a p p e n e d

5 Arbor low
DERBYSHIRE

Where the prehistoric
builders seem to be leading
you on a journey

THIS lS A targe henge monument boasting a

substantiaI bank and ditch with two entrances,
inside which is a circte of some 50 white
limestone s[abs, now [ying on their sides, and

a centraI horseshoe-shaped cove. The setting
is in the high moortand of the Peak District,
and Richard Bradley describes howArbor Low
might be designed with the power of the Peaks
in mind: "lt has one nârrow entrance and one

wide one. lf you go in through the narrow
entrance, you enter from a fairly
undifferentíated [andscape; then if you go

across the monument you get to the w¡de

entrance on the other side which affords you a

spectacularview of a [arge part of the Peak
District." Whether that's a journey the
prehistoric buitderswanted you to take, we

cannot know, but it's interesting to specutate
on the mentalvoyage that might have lain

behind this apparently [eading layout.

The henge is, in the view of Richard

Bradley, later than the stone circte, and he

suspects that the recumbent position of the
stones is due to later Christian iconoctasm
ratherthan íncompetence on the part of the
prehisioric buitders in setting them originatty.
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7 Castterigg cuMBRrA

Where the circular landscape perhaps

inspired the builders

THIS lS A very weL[-preserved

stone circte, probabtyofan earty
daie, with a pecuLiar inner
enctosure that has never been

convincing[y exptained, and no

surrounding henge. lt occupies

a spectacular location,

comp[etety surrounded by a

circular landscape of Lake

District hitls. Richard Bradtey

thinks this is significant:
"Henges and early stone

circtes tend to be located in

basins so that you have lhe
opticaI i[[usion that you've got a

circ[e which is buitt within a

circte taken from nature."

Castlerigg stands at one of the

entrânces to the uptands of the

Lake District and il's noteworthy
this area was the biggest
supp[ier of stone axes in

Neotithic Britain, which, atong

with the circu[ar I.andscape

theory, might go some way to

exptaining the location of this
stone circte. lt certainÇ makes it
one of the most photogenic of
monuments to visit today.

Þ wvwv. e n g li sh - h e r i ta g e. o rg. u k/
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stone-circle/

The stones at Cestterigg
sit in a naturaI basin







n AD 43, Aulus Plautius, general
under the emperor Claudius,
prepared to invade Britain. But,
according to the second to third-
century Roman historian, Cassius
Dio, things nearþwent badlywrong
before they had even left the coast of

.* Gaul. The troops virtuallymutinied,
refusing to venture "outside the known
world", Dio wrote. Finall¡ Claudiust
powerful henchman Narcissus, a freedman,
harangued them. Coming from a civilian and
a former slave, this was too much for the
troops, who were shamed into action. The
Romans made short work of south-east
Britain. Two of the main leaders of the British,
the brothers Togodumnus and Caratacus,
were defeated in separate battles.
Togodumnus perished; Caratacus went on the
run. Meantime, Aulus Plautius summoned
the emperor who arrived with, says Cassius
Dio, a contingent of war elephants, to take the
great British stronghold of Camulodunum,
the site of modern Colchester. Atriumphal
arch in Rome records that Claudius received
the surrender of 11 British kings.

And yet the subjection of Britain was far
from as clean and decisive as Claudius's boast
in Rome would have us believe. Although
some of the peoples of Britain were friendly to
the Romans and did not resist their advance,

the slog ofconquering and peacekeeping went
on. It was not until nearly 40 years later that
the Romans, under the governor A,gricola,
could claim to have defeated the whole island
- in a great battle in north-east Scotland. But
even then it was a hollowvictor¡ since the
Romans withdrew quickly and the Highlands
ofScotland were never fully conquered. In
fact, Britain has been called "Rome's
Afghanistan" by classical historian Mary
Beard. Conquest was patch¡ the terrain
difficult, and the Britons, with their guerrilla
tactics and frustrating habit of melting into
marshes, forests and mountains, hit the
Roman legions, who were virtually unbeat-
able in pitched battle, at their weak spot.

So what became of Caratacus, the British
militaryleader and son of the great king
Cunobelinus (later transformed by
Shakespeare into his Cymbeline)?

Thanks to the first to second-centuryAD
Roman historian Tacitus, the main source on
the invasion ofBritain and the 40 years or so
following, we next hear of him seven years
later, leading the Britons in south and then
north Wales. Here, no doubt, the hill¡
inaccessible territory helped him and his men
as they slipped from wood to cave to moun-
tain. But Caratacus was finally brought to
ground bythe relentless Roman war machine,
and defeated in battle at a hillfort, somewhere

in the territory of the Ordovices tribe in no
Wales. Caratacus himself escaped from the
melee and sought protection in northern
England with the Brigantes tribe - but thei'
queen, Cartimandua, handed him over to l
Romans. As Tacitus has it, in the years that
had elapsed since Claudius claimed Britain
Camulodunum, Caratacus had become a
famous name in ltaly. And so the capture o
this elusive guerrilla leader, "whose name v
not without a certain glory", offered the
opportunity for a spectacular public relatio
exercise in Rome. "There was huge curiosit'
to see the man who for so manyyears had
spurned our power," wrote Tacitus.

And so Claudius laid on a show, carefully
stage-managed to make the capture reflect i

gloriousþ as possible on himself. A parade
was organised, with Caratacus's splendid gc

torcs and war booty carried aloft, and his
companions, wife and children forced to
follow Finally came Caratacus himself whc
according to Tacitus, was the only prisoner
war who walked with his head held high.
Approaching the tribunal on which Claudir
sat, he boldly addressed the emperor on equ
terms, saying that under different circum-
stances he might have been welcomed to
Rome as a friend, rather than dragged there
acaptive. He added: "I had horses, men> arn
riches: is it any wonder that I should lose thr
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unwillingly? If you wish to rule the world,
does it follow that everybody else should
accept slavery? IfI had been dragged before
you having surrendered immediatel¡ nobody
would have heard of either my defeat or your
victory: if you punish me everybodywill
forget this moment. But if you save me, I shall
be an everlasting memorial to your mercy,',

BestirUtheemperor
Claudius was convinced by this shrewd appeal
to his reputation, and pardoned the Briton
and his family. Nothing is heard of them
again. Tacitus's description ofthese events
is remarkable: the historian has the Briton
employing the quintessentially Roman skill
of rhetoric and using it to best the emperor
himself. Not for the first or last time, a Roman
writer was using the figure of a defeated
enemy- one who is shown to possess true
Roman virtues - in order to launch a bitter
critique of the imperial project.

Caratacus is one ofa trio offigures from the
British resistance given surprising promi-
nence by Tacitus - the others being Boudica
and the nowless well-known Caledonian
general Calgacus, to whom we shall return,
What is intriguing about them is the extent to

which - alongside their qualities as savage)
frightening and barbaric figures - they are
also given voices and certain virtues by the
historian. In turn, it is these noble qualities
that have enabled the figures to be regarded in
later British history and culture as early native
heroes; indeed, they are the first named
characters in British history who have more
than just a name attached to them, and
anything approaching a 'story'. In fact, it is
only through characterisation by Tacitus and,
Iater, Cassius Dio, that we know them at all.
There is no direct archaeological evidence
that they existed, beyond a few coins that have
been found bearing the legend CARA, which
may or may not refer to Caratacus.

Boudica is the most famous of the three,
not least because of Thomas Thornycroft's
magnificent sculpture of her in her war
chariot, pounding along Westminster Bridge
towards the houses of parliament in London.
Under the rule ofher husband, prasutagus,

the Iceni had been a Roman ally. But when
Prasutagus died, Ieaving his kingdom and
property equally divided between Claudius's
successor - the emperor Nero - and his own
daughters, things went badly wrong.

The Roman militar¡ according to Tacitus,

seized Iceni property, flogged the queen and
raped her daughters. The flagrant abuses and
grotesque humiliations were too much. With
the brunt of the Roman forces far awa¡
tackling a Druid stronghold on Anglese¡
Boudica and the Iceni seized their chance.
They rampaged through the south-east, and
took on Camulodunum, where the behaviour
of the Roman colonists - driving Britons
from their land, treating them like slaves -
had sparked outrage. Those who could, took
refuge in the temple of the deified Claudius,
which itself had become a hated symbol of
foreign rule.

The Romans appealed to the newly
established town of Londinium for help, but
the procurator (or chieffinancial officer) sent
only200 ill-equipped troops. The townwas
otherwise undefended. The temple held out
for two days before the town was captured
and burnt, the inhabitants massacred. Finall¡
the 9th Legion arrived, but the rebels defeated
it, slaughtering its entire infantry and forcing
its commander, Petilius Cerealis, and the
cavalryto ignominious flight. The procurator,
too, fled to Gaul from his base in London.

Finall¡ the Roman general Suetonius
Paulinus marched back to the south-east

BBC History Magazine
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from Anglesey and, despite the appeals ofthe
inhabitants, decided to sacrifice London for
the sake ofthe province as a whole. Everyone
frorn the city who could not follow in his
baggage train - the old, the sick, children -
were left to be slaughtered. Verulamium, the
Roman town beside modern St.Albans, met
the same fate. In London, a layer of burnt
material in the archaeological remains marks
what is thought to be the sacking ofthe young
city by Boudica.

Finall¡ Suetonius Paulinus engaged the
rebels on a battlefield ofhis own choosing,
somewhere near London. As with Caratacus,
Tacitus puts into Boudica's mouth an
extraordinary speech, delivered to her troops
before the battle, though there is virtuallyno
chance that Tacitus was drawing on knowl-
edge ofwhat, ifanything, Boudica said to her
troops. Nor would she, it hardly needs saying,
have used Latin. She is not, she says, speaking
as the scion ofa great royal house, but as an
ordinarywoman avenging her lost freedom
and her violated daughters. They had already
destroyed a legion, and they could do it again

- or die trying.
Suetonius Paulinus's own speech is not

obviously given any stronger a claim to the
reader's sympathy than the Briton's, except
perhaps byway of an appeal to the military

discipline of his army as against Boudica's
rabble, more women in the ranks than men.

Whose side are we supposed to be on at this
moment? Ultimatel¡ for certain, the
Romans'. But in the thick of the moment - as
Boudica cries revenge for her raped girls and
death or glory for her troops - it is hard to tell.
At any rate, Suetonius Paulinus's victorywas
total. Fleeing Britons were trapped by their
wagons, which ringed the battlefield. Women
were not spared. Eighty thousand Britons (or
so wrote Tacitus) were slaughtered. Boudica
took poison and killed herself.

Perhaps the most revealing of the three
encounters between British resistance
leaders and Roman troops is the least well
known today: that between the Caledonian
leader Calgacus and the Roman governor of
Britain, Agricola. For Tacitus, this encounter
was close to the bone: Agricola was his
father-in-law and the historian thus had
direct access to first-hand accounts ofthe
governor's career. And his project throughout
his biography (known todayas'the
A,gricola') was to lionise his illustrious
connection. But he also had a broader project:
a critique of the times in which he was then
living, following the reign ofthe repressive
emperor Domitian, and a lament for a more
glorious age of Roman histor¡ when its great

merl were unblemished by the vices c

luxury and greed.
According to Tacitus, after several s

of difficult campaigns in Scotland, tht
Romans reached Mons Graupius (in.4
84). Here, says Tacitus, over 30,000 mr
rallied to fight them. In Tacitus' accou
Calgacus gives a great speech to his trc
before the battle - one ofthe historian
moving acts of rhetorical ventriloquist
"Today will be the birth of liberty for I
he declares. "We will fight well becaus,
free. Here in the remote north, far awa
the grasp oftyrann¡ have been born tl
ofmen. The Romans are ['raptores orb
pillagers of the world. Neither east nor
has sated them. To theft, murder and r
they give the false name of power. The'
a desert, and call it peace."

The speech is both a bitter critique o
moral vacuum at the heart of the impe
project, and an expression ofa deep an
about its potential for collapse. But per
the idea ofsuch disasters could be safel
entertained preciselybecause they did.
come about. The battle was a rout. The
Caledonians scattered to the forests, wl
they were pursued by the relentless Ror
Bodies and limbs layon the blood-soal
earth. The day after the battle, an unsei
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Boudicab homeland is hard to pin down
- though we }orowthatthe Iceni heart-
lands were in East Anglia. Archaeology
at the Roman town identified as Venta
Icenorum - at ÇaistorStEdrhund just , 'r

outside Norwich - has not yet Viàided
any sig4 of an Iron fue British predeces,,
sor. Nonetlreless, it is an interesting and

Onthê,trail of the lceni

silence hung in the air: the hills were deserted;
torched buildings smoked in the distance.

What Tacitus does byvocalising the enemy
so powerfully is to give Agricola a worthy
enemy. Britain, byvirtue of its distance from
the corruption and decadence ofRome,
provides his father-inlaw a kind ofstage set
on which he can be a true Roman in the old
style. But in the end, the important thing is
that despite these enemies having powerful
voices and a gift for Roman-style rhetoric,
they are the losers. In the end, the Roman war
machine conquers all. IE

Charlotte Higgins is chief arts writer of
The Guardian.Her latest book, [Jnder Another
Sþ: Journeys in Romøn Britain, has just been
published by Ionathan Cape

Þ Agricola and Germania by Tacitus,
trans by Harold Mattingly (Penguin, 2009)
Þ Boudica: lron Age Warrior Queen
by Richard Hingley and Christina Unwin
(Hambledon Continuum, 2006)
RADIO
Þ To listen to Melvyn Bragg and guests
discuss Boudica on the Radio 4 show ln Our

This tubulartorc (neck ring) from
Snettisham in Norfolk may have been

worn by an lron Age ar¡stocrat

Is Boudica stationed at
Kingþ Gross? Probably not
A lofig ûadition puts the site of Boudica,s
finalbattle with Suetonius paulinus at
Kin€is Cross, formerþ lmown as Batüe
BriQge. There is alas no evidence for this
theory, nor for the enjoyable notion that
Boudica is buried beneath plaüorm eiglrt
in Kingis Cross station.
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evocative site tO visit. Nearby Norwich ':

Castle Mrrseum has a fine collection of .;
Iceniqnd'Romanartefacts,including i

magnificent gold torcs and other lron ,l

Ageartefactsfromsnettisham. ,,

Looking for Mons Graupius
The location of the battlefi eld of Mons
Graupius has never been satisfactgrily
identified, though there are reasonable
grounds for suggesting that it may have
been Mount Bennachie, north-west of
Aberdeen It's notfar fromhere that a
large Roman marching camp was
discovered in the 197Os.
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ROMAI{BRITAII{:
KffiffiKffiYMffifu

To CELE,BRATE THE, CHNTHNARY TF
Tå-{H R#VåÄN SüCf HTY rHIS YEAR

ANDrHE, å,6ttrn AÌ{T{ÏVERSARY tF
TT-{H HNÐ TF'RTþåÂTq BRTT'AITq,
HISTORIANS, ARCHAEOLOGISTS AND
HISTORICAL NTOVELISTS NOMINATE KEY

MOMENTS IN THE STORY OF BRITANI.TIA

Ptu("úo tØo

ffi'hffi'$'

CAESAR
COMES, SEE,S, AND
GOESAWAYAGAIN
s5 BC

ruLIUS CAESAR invadecl Britain twice, first in What hacl been achieved once could be repeated.

the summer of 55 BC, and then again a year later. Subsequentl¡ no new Roman rule¡ could fail to
Both wel'e briefaffairs, affecting onlythevery ignore the far-offisle as a possible area of
south-east corner of the island. They lasted conquest. Augustus, Caesar's successor,

between one and two months, and were among consiclered invading it on at least two occasions,

the least successful and poorly planned For various reasons, Britain then fell out of
campaigns in Caesar's caleer, They had little focus for nearly 50 years. However, it did not go

impact on the relationship between Britain and away entirely. The iclea of vanquishing Britain
Rome, which developed more significantly - which Julius Caesar had failed to do - appealed

through trade in the foliowing centuly. immensely to the impulsive young emperor

Yet the incursions were of undoubted Gaius (Caligula). While his plans never calne to
significance. This was becanse they
brîught Britain to the Roman people's "Bråtaãn was tEtætught to [Ëc outsûde tfìe
attention.In the first centuryBC, Britain kmOWR WOfåd, æmd tg he pegpåCd ømåy by
was thought to lie outside the known
worl<l,andtob.peopt.aonl!ö#;* sRveges æmd druËds"

and druids. When news of Caesat''s efforts
reached Rome, therefore, the public response was

rapturous. Military successes - even if they had

been exaggeratecl - were always welcome, The
period ofthanksgivingvoted by the Senate

proved this, At 20 days, it was longer than that
grantecl fol the conquest of Gaul, a more
noteworthy, and difficult, military campaign.

While Caesar nevcr revisited Britain, it was

not forgotten. Its alien, exotic lure remained.

fruition, the notion was aiso attractive to his

successor, Clauclius, a man who badly neecled the
prestige of military success, a man whose legions,

in AD 43, successfully invaded Britain, changing

its history forever.

Ben Kane is a historical novelist. The tast book in his

Forgotten Legion lrilogy, The Road to Rome, has just

been pubtished by Preface





THEBRITISH REVOLT
AGAINST THE ROMANS
AE! 6t/61

THE ROMAN colonisation of
Britain was a slow process that didn't

really take off until after the failure

of the Boudican revolt. Following

the Claudian invasion of AD 43, the

Romans secut'ed a toehold in the

south-east and clung on through

20 years ofvicious resistance. They

were then faced with a major

Suetonius Paulinus' marched them

back, he was ProbablYleading no

more than 5,000 men.

Boudica's guerrilla tactics were

successful, but when she led her

tribesmen into pitched battle against

the Romans, the Britons were verY

soundlv beaten, Boudica escaped but

died soon after, and the rebellion was

"The warriors of Britai¡n cæme

tæmtatåsingtY etosc to thnowåmg

sut the @€cuPYåÉ19 åË'BmY'u

finished. Had Boudicas

forces continued their
strategy of attacking the

Iegions while theY marched

between camPs, the historY

not only of Britain, but of

rebellion in AD 60/61, led bY

Boudica, war leader ofthe Eceni, a

British tribe based in EastAnglia'

Un<ler Boudica, the warriors of

Britain came tantaiisingly close to

throwing out the occuPYing armY'

Thev attacked the IXth Iegion and

slaughtered all but a small company'

Thev burned three major towns to

the ground and besieged the IInd
legiãn in the south-west. lvteanwhile

aiother tribe, the Silures - aided by

their allies in Wales - cr,rt apart the

XIIth and the XIVth legions. The

legions were so badlY mauled that

when the Roman governor'

the world, would be different'

The Romans brought straight

roads, central heatíng and baths'

Yet they also brought the concept of

marriage in which a woman was

owned bY her father and then her

husband' TheY introcluced

slaverv, a schism between the

people and their land, and theY

imposed ChristianitY.

Manda Scott is a historical

novelisi. Her tatest

book Rome; Ihe
Emperor's SPYis

pubtìshed bY Bantam
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A scene from a Roman mosaicr Togas and banquets

became a feature of tife in Britain' for some

il:r r :j:-t::j::j::jì:=ì-:--::.-:-:::.:::=: -?: j;

iri¡iii-eijÈis ií¡¡a iuitìgr'.9tge.l.ell:,:¡1.. dr 
! L:il, !,ti,'*i*ih"tåit täi-i" *.¡.^lntte ,Nemests wa'e pubtished in

June uy centur.7, atong with Falco : the 0{liçiatCompanion :

:il:: r'_:r-,1: a:, .,,. rr:..i:r:.'.rÌ:,...... iri.:,i...i:.:..t,. ,:.i-ri,r::,::t,.ì..

i:

ìi:

ì,

ir

i
1l

ii
ii,
iì

i

i

ii
it
$l

il
it
il

it,

it
il
ìt
it
lil
,tl

ìil

:il
it
:t

il

il
it
ì1,

l:l
lilI ;l

lii[;
lìl
lrl
lil
l:l
l.l
ltl
lìt
l1
l1
lil

112
l,L---



HADRIAI{BUILDS HIS
ENDURINGWALL
AM TAä

HADRIAN'S DECISION to have a wall construcred across
the Tyne-Solway isthmus dur.ing his visit to Britain in AD 122
was of major significance not just for Britain but for Hadr.ian
himself and for his vision of what the Roman empire should
be: no mere conglomeration of conquered te¡ritories but a
commonwealth of provinces. Although commonlyviewed as
a defensive barrier; his actual motive was religious, as pithily
expressed in an inscription broken up for building stone in
the construction of the famous Anglo-Saxon churlh at
|arrow and now in the Museum of the North at Newcastle. It
tells us that "after the necessity to limit the size of the empire
had been imposed on him by Divine precept he built an
80-mile frontier line between both shores of ocean,l

Doubtless the wall was useful both against marauding
tribes and in keeping
the troops occupied, "Thg WA[[ ggåfded
but like the much-;;*j##;:;. äsåãm$r rhe fsrees ef
cadiz, whiËh marked sha@s whish Ëhreatemed
the western edge of the gods AS We[[ åg menu'
the empire, the wall
frontier - its temples as much as its forts - guarded against
the forces of chaos, which threatened the g;ds as wellas men,
Indeed the nowwell-klrown enamelled vessels like the Ruclge
cup fi'om Wiltshire (now in Alnwick Castle) and the more
recentlydiscovered Staffordshire Moorlands (Ilam) pan
- both of which carry inscriptions listing the wall foits - are
actuallyitems used in cult. Visitors fi.om the south went to the
wall to see a sacred barrier and to worship.

In local terms, Britain was nowa fullyRoman province.
It seems to me highly Iikely that Hadrian landed and departecl
at the great but long-clemoiishecl arch at Richborough, Kent
- the gate\4ay to Britain. He did so not as a conqueror but
as the organiser of a fully functioning province¡rolv and
forever part of the oikoumene,the'civilised world'. Hadrian's
Wall and the Richborough Arch should be viewed among rhe
rhost significant buiìdings ofthe reign, alongside the
Pantheon in Rome, the Library in Athens ancl the emperor,s

BRITANNIA TAKES CENITRE STAGE
IN THE EMPIRE
Åm 197

MY KEYMOMENT in the history
of Roman Britain, the battle of
Lugdunum in earlyAD 197, dicln't
actuallyhappen in the province of
Britannia, but in neighbouring Gaui.
By late 196, the Roman general
Septimius Severus was already
established as emperor, having dealt
with hvo other contenders for the
throne, Seeking to cement his power
in Rome, he infhrenced the senate to
declare his fellowAfrican and former
all¡ Clodius Albinus, governor of
Britannia, an enemy of the state.

Goaded bythis cleclaration of
war, or possibly having waitecl for
the power struggle to play out in the
hope ofconfronting a single
weakenecl rival,Albinus took an
estimated 40,000 men - pretty much
every legionary and auxiliary soldier
in Britannia - and marched south
with the aim of capturing Rome,
Deniecl passage across the Alps, he
pitched his legions againsr Severus's
forces at Lugdunum, modern Lyons.

The battle that resulted was a

titanic affair fought over hvo days,
a rarity in an age when a few hours
was usually enough to bring about
either an outcome or an exhausted
stalemate. At the battle's climax, with
Clodius's legions apparently holcling
the whip hand and already chanting
their victory hymn, Severus's
superior cavalry took the day. By this

hair's breaclth victory the Severan
clynasty's future was assure<l, and
a fresh, if not ultimately fi.uitfttl
chapter in the history of the Roman
empire opened.

Lugclunum may have been fought
in Gaul, but it should nevertheless be
seen as a wâtershed in Britannia's
histor¡ since it hacl never befor.e
exerted such a pivotal influence jn
imperial affairs,

Anthony Riches is a historícat novetist,
whose books /rrows of Fury and
Wounds of Honour are pubtished by
Hodder & Stoughton
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CONSTANTTINTE, COMES TO POWER
IN YORI(
AE} 3ü6

COMING UP in a cor"rPle of Years,

in 2012, is an ann.iversarY of huge

significance for the worlcl, [recause irl

AD 3 12 Constantine I defeated one of
his rivals for power, Maxentius, at the

battle of the Milvian Bridge in Rome

and took the cþ This was a clucial
point on Constantine's path to taldng

control of the entil'e emPire, a crLlcial

point on Christianity's Path to

becoming the officiai religion of
the Roman empire and, ultimatel¡
a crucial point on the religion's ascent

to becoming the giobal faith that it
is today.

It was before the battle of the

Milvian Bridge that Constantilre

'*The army lm ffinütaäm had
ä re6ürd eË'ünrdePendemt

thånkåmg' wh6st lt eannc

tv ånrpcriaI Po[åtËrs"

or<lered soldiers to put Christian

symbols on their shields' Constantine's

biographer Eusebius later claimed that,

before the battle, the emperor had seen

a visiou of a cross with the words:

"'Ihrough this, win". But Constantine's

path to power really started right hele

in Britain. His father, the empelor

Constantius I, had been campaigning in

Britain when he fell ill ancl died atYork

BRITAIN
FEEDS,lun
ROMANARMY
TO KEEP THN

on25lvly306.
Under the system

of impelial
government
in force at

that time,
Constantine was

not automaticaþ
due to inherit his

father's position.
However; Britain and

the arnry in Britain hacl

something of a recor<l of
'inctepenclent thinking'when it came to

imperial politics and this occasion rvas

no exception. The armY acclaimed

Constantine as a replacement for his

father, and the rest, as theY sa¡ is

history, Others were to follow the

example of Constantine's bid for
imperial powel from a British base.

Magnus Maximus was accìaimed

emperor here in 383 and

Constantine III followed suit in 407'

Stuart Laycock is author of Britannla:

The Faited State lThe History Press, 2008ì

and co-author of UnRoman Brilain

[The Hìstory Press, 201 0)

BARBARIANS
AT BAY-,,"' . ::¡,:,r,'.'.

Affi S$ffig'.': '¡t '¡ ', ,,'1 ,:: ':r : :.,
:

:' , .' ,AILTHE BARBANANSha/', ,,

been driven ottt of GauI, most of the

cities haá bieen reco,ver¿fl' a¡1f, 6 :'', :

îïleiiliiiirli ¿i ¡aiy,nþshaø,,..,
arrived frotn Britain, I had got

together a fleet of 600 shiPs, 400 of
which had been'built in less::.than ten

months, bringing them nll together

into the Rhine.'t (The.emperci Julian
writing to the Senatc'of Athens in
AD 3s8-9,)

A Chr¡stian
monogram painted

on a walt of the
Roman v¡[[a at
Lultingstone, Kent

'' 
"[|uliøn] also replaredbiirn;toùt' :,:

granaries withnew ones, so thatthey

could house the corn which wns

regtrlarly shipped from Btitain'." :

(Àmmiániis,Marcellinùi in AD 359:)
.':liúiøn bailt 800 vesìels; Lni'ger' .., .

than fast galleys, whích he sent to

Bt'itain to' bring baek:grain',',i"'::- : :,''
(Zosimus in AD 358.)
,: Foi:ovêr.a'huidredyeàrs. ' ,:,... r,

historians and archaeologists have j"

pon<lered over why the Romans

invaded and iuled,Britain'foi almost

four centuries,The above.quotaf ionq

from arrcient authorq; althotlgh. '1r' .'

'geherally coniigned 1o {ootnoteq in:,.
suiveys of Roman Britainiprovid.e a:
icteai indicatio¡1þ¿11þs próvince s:,'

Asta!ue of ce¡itlltile.:
outside York Mínstei..:..:
rna nomán,legigle.rlv..f_a
tieÈ'un{ei,!he. ä!ä¡t9¡ ;;
.., i :..:i.-_ri::.:tr:,t::: :ijt::ì: : :::



A Roman ret¡èf dèpicting a farmer pLoughing with oxen. The fruits of Br¡tish agr¡cutture
l91pe{t<eeÞ!! Oli,î$*,rn,oceolbarbar¡anauacks,,,,rlt'., ., ;. :,.

agricultural wealth was of prime Wash from where the convoys set sail
importance. Ammianus suggests that for Germany.

thg,expôrt' ofgi¡iq,:ftöm,Brrtain wàs'a , ' :,:,,,,:,t,The ðécond region is centrecl on
regulâìoccù{iê'ftê¡lna'ifaeeait,l¡,,: r.,..:,1yi¡5hite,takingïnnottn.i,
probablyslar.lgd,o¡ 4n.indústiial scalè.,. : .Somerset, Gloucestershire, parrs of
in the late third century when barbarian Oxfordshire and Hampshire. Here
invasions had despoiled vast tracts of we can assume supplies wer.e
land in RomanlGèrmlny.and:eàiil',: ' ,,..,'¡¡¿¡5þoried down the Thames to
, Such:was the powei óTthe,fleet of ., 1 

,' ,,ll.oädon;ald clówn riVers to the
navalescoits; two: èmperois,Cá ius,.t r .16;,6 .oãst an¿ ìhe Sòl¿nt for
andAllectus, were able to :

rule àbreakarvay¡mpire in ì:..,l1The'expor{ of:graim $no¡æ ffiritain
Britain f¡om 28 6 to 296 - it
was rcn years Derore rne *åq ä f"ggular ßqg{¡rfleffise! effid Ët

lesitirnate rulers were able ro PfQheb[t gtanted @åf ãn indUstf i6t
briak the blockadc of ships $€ä[e in the tâtc ËhËrd çentury"
and retake Britain.
Biitannil's agrkr¿ltùlal fmp.oitanêe iq.
cleally stated in a speech by Eugenius,
delivered to.the emperor Co¡rstahtits I;.
who regained Britain in 296:"Without
doubt Britain was a land the state could
ill afforcl to lose, so plentiful are its
harvests, so numer<-¡us fhe pasture lands
in which it lejoicesÌ'
, In,the late 350s thereweresimilár

barba¡ian invasions across the Rhine.
Again,Brìtaintirnportancê'as'a',,,''
bread-basket bèéâmeþaiàmoünt: This:
time the empèror |ulian was forced'tol ,

build many extra ships to maintain the
supply of grain from Britain to the
German troops on thê Rhine;. . 

.'',. , ', :'

Recent research, mainly emanating
from a stúcly.of Rômancoin fiìi-dsr.:'
recorded with the Pórtabte Antiquities l-

Sçheme, suggests that this grain was
produced across two regions in Britain,
The first stretched from EastYorkshire,
throughpartsòfNottfnghamqhife,, :,,
Northamptøishifè and Ljnêotnshire, .,
down to'land áround'the Fens, Here .

we can cnvisage food being transported
up the major rivers, such as the Trent
and the Ouse, to the Hrrmber and the

BBC History Magazine

,subsequent transport. It appeals thal
the Roman authorities even built ,. ,

fortified centres, such as at Cùnetio :

on the river Kennet in Wiltshire, to ,'

pl'ovide a secure base for the tax
offi cials and their military support.

Given the turmoil in the western
Roman empire in the late foûrth ',, '

centur¡ it is no surprise that Rome
tried to hang onto Brilain, It is also
probably no surprise that thc Britons
grew more rebellious as theywere
increasingly exploited by a regime
only concer'ned with inaintaining its
power oh the continent. What is ,

clear is that we havc tq imagine
Iarge convoys ofvessels plying the
seas betuteen Britaînjãnd the. . .1:,::, , r :.

Rhíne, providing the supplies that
would cnable Rqme to hold out for
well ovel a hundred years befole the
barbarians finally crossed the
frozen Rhi1.e'ehm qn ñewYealrs.
Evel4D..:, :... -.¡-,'',.t.¡ . 

-'t,..,,, t. 
., 
-'

Sam Moo¡hqad iq,ih'e autho¡.with Eaúid
Stuftard, oÍ AD 410 -TheYearthat Shook
Rorne lBritish,tvlu;òt¡hìÞ¡é¡È;ì äo t oI ., :
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ANANTTI-PAGANT
EDICT BRINGS BRITONS
AND SAXONS TOGETHER
Åffi 39r

"PAGAN WORSHIP outlawed! Christiarrs jubilant.
Opponents warn of disaffection fror.n the empire."

We can imagine the headlines from AD 391.
Emperor Theodosius had just forbade pagan worship,
making Christianity the only legal religion within the
empire, Christianity was of course becoming popular,
patlonised by the imperial court. It was fashionable to
be Christian, and could bring aclvancement in imperial
service. But there were still many pagans in the
aristocracy of the empile.

This was dangerous for Britain. In 391, no one could
foresee the events of410 whereby Britain would
become indepenclent of Rome. By the 420s, Britain had
to hire Germanic soldiers to defend itself against Irish,
Pictish and Saxon laiclers, and also against Rome.
There are enough hints in the sources to suggest pro-
and anti-Roman factions in Britain. We can add to
these the soldiers brought over fì<lm Germany who
were of course heathens. The ruling class of Britain wili
have been youths in 391. Some will have been pagans at
the time, and there is evidence that pagan plactices
continued in parts ofsouthern England, either side of
the Tharnes, well into the fifth century.

Reiigion is strongly linked with iclentity ancl
political allegiance. Could some Britons have
welcorned a heathen Saxon iclentity as counterbalance
against intolerant Christianity? A fused British-Saxon
identity is what we see in the material culture and early
history of an area centred on the rnicl-Thames,
whele early Saxon settlement has long been harcl to
explain. This was the core of Anglo-Saxon Wessex, the
kingdom that created England. An emperor.ì eclict in
391 coulcl have been the spark that would lead Britons
and Saxons to merge and Britannia to be r.eplaced
ultimately by England.

Don Henson is the head of education for the Council
for British Archaeo[ogy



Was the Roman way
of [¡fe, as plctured in

this retief, ended
by revott?

: Mosaicfloors¡ ,

tlikethis c¡ne at
Biúnoi; èeased to:
:: be made arôund

AD 400 in Br¡ta¡n

i ¿i*óp.u.ã¿ in a generation around AD 400. their orvn a<lministrations as

andfrescoworkshops,themass'prodtiction-','.'':,. .,, . :.1, .,:,,.,,:i
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ilaclïorre was to reach back into the Put that in your pipe ancl smoke I I The Last H.man ln ðrrrarn' 
'asr.. ^t ri ,-r I I Boudican revott, on ourwebsite

darkcstoftheDarkAges.Hehad itClaudius! 
' '""'I I vww'bbchistorymagazine'com/boudica

found evidence, albeit rotting timber
eviclence, of a pâlace bLiilt by"the S¡rnon Young is a historian. His most I I Cor¡ference
survivors of Rome on a Celtic recent book is ïhe Celtic Revolution I I Þ Over the week"I 
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fall of Rome, wc must t'emember, the centut'¡', the Romans had humiliated 
I

lightsgooutinBritain.Notonlyour thematCadbuyC-"11:T{tni. I Wmre
*iitt.i rour..rbut also our. hundred otherbattlefields. But their I ry
archaeological sources go down the 'primitive, savage'societyprovcd | | 5¡^cÉig:l

-. ii -.ri-j i1¡ra:\'j'a 'j :a ::1':' Yr:'i

THE FIRST PE,ASA}{TS' REVOTT?
Åffi 4fff, l

DID ROMAN BRITAIN enct with the First'Peasants'Rèvolt?

Three strands ofevidence support this idea, : , :

Fit'st, archaeology reveals àn extraordinary collapsg o!' 
',

Romanised atistociatic life' The towns anclvillas,the mosaíc

*"ilrï ðr*t f,istorian, who "HvenythËmg Ëllat afterwards Brittanywas.controlled by

tal<s aÉout"the inhabitants of --¿t*¡**ø mä*u* b""io.?'- peasant soèial

:,ilxîiHîï;îå;$årub åilu;ã* ;;;eee*ã i**s" "liïi'Tfi '¡1T1"a or.uia.nce takes

withoutfurthersubmissionl''r,,,'' i.t,, ". us,bacl¡toBrijain'Itconcerng,,]!9'ì

to Roman lawsrÌ He goes on to saythar Brittany, wor:kof 1n 
earlysixth-century:P1iti:l Tonn 

t1.l-l.e.1.- 
,,^ffii,iä'äirrü;;;iii;;"1;ioilo*.¿,rr.s'i,;rh Gitdas.Hewasaveritablepeople'spriest,penninginhis

Í:- lì .*urnol. and freed themselves in the same wa1,, Ruin of Britain a devastating critiqtte of the corruPt class

i,}r "^':^'''"-^ -^"---^
emerging British kingdoms of his'own day-, :' :'¡' -' :"

, Why did he hate them so.much? Gi$as sqems to

posr-RoMAN BRrrArN REAPPEARS I :'åî?äåilX#,::1ff;å*ii"'.iT,¿"i'åi,iffi
I in;usti"i:'1f'd*:l,l':':l':l1l::l'.î::i1y:

changing for the worse' ÉIe was, perhaps, the red monk

IN 1968 THE ARCHAEOLOGIST massacre, likely when the legionaries I of the lost peasants' revolt'

Leslie Alcock found traces of arrived with thd.r pax' I ---- , .

.i*it -..","ry rimber in the earth at a Yet habitation nevertheless | 9t yl r.uutkner is¿ r1:earcli,f-e,tt:ï::?ï'::y::t:JtJll

ätf* ;äiltäil;ñi;ö- .o*inu.ã,Àro,tgh the Roman- | He is autho r on The Dectine and,Fattor Romàn Bntarn 
f 

ruel; zooa)

seem a dull statement of facL. But centuries' In fact, in the west of 
I

here is actually the Howard Carter Britain, here and elsewhere, tribal 
I

moment of Bíitish archaeology: the life survived the Roman occupation I the fee for this feature has gone to the

rainy isiand equivatent of rhe and lived on l¡eside it' And so the . I À;,n.ii;¡&iti;h';i¡ mG ;.¡
Ègyptof ogist làoking back out of the 'Romano-Britons' that we referred , | ;;;site th.t iú, hop"d witt carry

tolrrU of irtunLl'tam-en and sayingr to in the last paragraph were actually | .nthusiasm for Roman Britain to a new
,,I 

see wonderful things." After the t|ibal Romano-Britons. In the first . I generation; Þ www. romansociety'org

lii::åïi:jåiîlxì:"Ti"""* ;i:äå:i'äilií.üiåliTi'i." I w
nr.t u"otogi.ot rources go down the 'primitive, savage'societyprovcd | | Fåction

ór"gr'"r..wr'",A1cockãndhisteam åoreresilientthanRome's' I lir:îX1liî*ï',ili*:t#;:|;rt"ili"
i,aclïonewastoreachbackintothe Putthatinyourpipeanclsmoke I f Bouclicanrevott,onourwebsire
darkcst of the Dark Ages. He had it claudius! I I i,iÅi.oorn,rrorragazine,com/boudica
found evidence, albeit rotting timber I I .

evidence,of apalacebuiltbylhe simonYounsisahistorian.Hismost , 
I 

gii:irX-#:åndof 30-3l octobera
survivors of Rãme on a celiic recent book is rh e celtic Revolutìo' 

I I 
*rrlor.on,.r"n.e 

to explore the hisrory
hillfort -a palace with Roman lGibson sQuare' 20091 

, I lT .r.t r.otogv of western Britain fromfeauen'eR'man''ffi 

ïïffi
died, but the Romano-Briti¡
struggling on.

South Cadbury also rem

of something else imPot'tarr

Roman Britain. A-lcock four
digs that this Iron Age hillfo
commonly called'CaclburY
had been occupied for ahnc

years: the Roman occuPatio
just an interlude. At the beg

the Roman period it was thr
com/ po q ca5¡- pa ge

ì
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.., i :.:..':fl.¡1r.1' fi; ia.i.';-.j.ì'thèsethree;if.äti1,4tnong'our

.,,11,r:,r..ì1.r;¡;::ifiììiì:,ìi.ì,lti;¡..'sir, r.;.iÈÌ¡ìì,:.::.rr::....tr,:ì,.:::'':.,t.;.,;:
at Ribchester, Láncashire, hecommänded a large contingent of
Sarmatian cavalrp lranian-speaking warriors who had beeù
suckèdrinto the Roman ârmf as mercenaries. (Lest rhis sound
overly exglic; we should rememtrer that this was a time when
'E1h iopian s' 

. 
served . on,!*idria4-ì,,1y3ll ), :,.Wà: gather: :ft q m1;

çontemporary accounts : thãt: A¡!òrius.wa. ¡: q.,@;rêgar.dê{..
. commander wtro . ¡ça, hiS Èriors'io_h: seyeiál::c paigns,r
including one in Britain and one in Gaul. He later retired and
was buriãd in Român Dalmátia - the Croatian grave referrcd

,, toü.qoþe¡lngpafagiaphbelongstohim, ::: , -:¡1 
1;;

, .r ' 
'whât,ÑtóriùS¡æ iû lis favourls his n4me. tn fact, of thé,:

thousand odd names we know from Roman Britain, there is
only one Artorius, .nd this iq very probably the basis of the

, familiâr Bfitish.Celtic.,'futhurÌ Suþpóiters,of the'A¡thur as"
:. Artorius,thø¡y,also cláim that the Sarmatian cavalrlr,werei:

Arthurl koighte,.A¡d there have even been attempts, in a booa,,
:. with' the wonderful' title, :From Scythia' Ta Cømelot, to

Þrî :::;:: :: -,. -:i-:-:.: :: rr: :..:.::.::: r::rll:r::::ri
:.:::r:r,:l I : :ì :i::.rl:::. I :!ü,:t, :tltiì;'r:i 

:,::ì:,1::,-i::ì

The mirst.þöþlúlar,Al,ì1.ri

hundred scholars then certainly among the general putlic, is

li1!ùf, lhe:WaÌloid,-'¿¡¿,¡fu qtor y is quicldy toldj In Britain

,c{10.,1h-é, Rtrmans,(depending on, iùhich vjew you.lqke of 1þe
end of Roman Britain), left/abandoned/lost the island. There
followed'ihe,two' dark*t:cehtories in, British hisiory, Bui.iri
those obsðu.re,yêärJ,we know thatihe,englorsaxó¡É arrived
and-made muèh:'of Bouthiànd easteri, Britdin.their own,
pushing out/slaughtering/assimilating (again opinions differj
the native British-Celtic population. Arthur the Warlord
emerged out of the darlúess as the leader or a leader of the
native British Celtsfighting these Germanic invaders sometime
between AD 450-550,

Supporters of Arthur. the Warlord point out that later
British-Celtic documents situate him in this period. And they
alsorerhind us that our ignorancê about these hundred years

A sarcophagus retief
showingaRoman'I
éorìrinànderand , .

captùrèd Sarmatiâns,
c170AD, : .: ..'.

is so vastthat there is ample room for a great
man to govern an island, win battles and
woo the British-Celtic imagination while
not being noticed in our very few
contemporary documents - all Arthurian
references come in later centuries, As to
where this warlord lived, different partisans
push for Wales, Cornwall, the Scottish
Lowlands, the Pennines and almost every
other part of what was, in the sixth century,
British-Celtic Britain.

Ttre Roman candidate
In the case of the second candidate, Artorius
the Roman, we do not have to worry about
disputed locations because we are speaking
about a concrete, well-situated historical
personality. Lucius Artorius Castus was a late
second-century Roman commander. Based

fincl Sarmatian mâterial in eârly
Arthurian legend.

The third candidate, Artur the Gael,
also had the fortune of having the right
name, In the sixth centiiry there were a

series of Gaelic or Irish settlements on thé
western coast ofwhat is today Scotland,

¡especially in the
Argyll. And one

lnner
of the

I{ebrides and
sons of sixth-

century Aidan Mac Gabrain, the most
famous of all the earlykings of the Gaelió
settlements there, was a certain Artur.
Supporters of the Gaelic Artur point out

:'that this Hebridean prince is the only
well-attested individual in Dark Age

t Britain with a name like Arthurl, And,
as a Gaelic warlord, he may have fought
in battles that earned him a place in
later legend.
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,.,,.1¡9ge.,rq*. ¡upp,qrtery,ârq,.[ot.W.ôrr,ic$', ¡tÞè-fàctìffi,¡1''
Artur is Gaelic rather than British-Celtic,'Hèroes from one,. :

cuf qLrre lieeasil¡acioptçd jnto, another,, !hey. ggire; arid 1here,'..,..

arã,also features oftheái¡hirriln-legend th3't cog,f{ b!.¡aid t9
be,Gaelic in'origin.That the samd patiq gf thë AÍthilrjanteçnd, ;':
àre àiso, said to, be,sarmatian in,origin !b'¡Lrgi:bi.'a' ùàr'ning,

thot¡gh; abgut.thg unieJiàbilrtr of thege \igdq.9f d-ed1cti91t¡.i.:,.r

, ',:,Wia!,is pè¡haps most striking about these thlee clldiclã!e.s,:.. 
'isñ hòw¡aiieà theT a{e. ll the lqte Sixties, in the. w,4l<e;,qfii-'

Lesl!e:A1!ocki insþiring digs at the hil!, f91i ofSoulh Cqdþu-qy.:. .
(whiçþ,wa-q, accord.ing to, eaflt moclern legend; Camel9¡),''!Þ¡,,.,

Warlord Arthur was very,'much in the.alcendant. Alcock's.

excavations allowed us, for thé firsttiine; to þeei into the years wrrtten só

Warlorci Arthur rnight have used. But in 2008 we have two tO haVg fifm hiStOfiCa[
contenders who lived as many as two hundred years before or - - ;;
afrer rhe Wartorcl (respectivetyAr.torius anclArtur). Ciu.i tür, gVidgnCg abOUt thg
itisreasonabletoaskwhetherwehavemadeanyprogressatall. Ofiginal AfthUf. ThiS haS

il,ül1iïiil:ffi:',;'äli'ïäi*n;""ï;ä;; now passed into the

450-ss0 at a British-celtic stronghold such as "". ìú;;^; In thg SiXtigS wg appgafgd search for the historical-A,rthur

By admitting three so very clifferent figures to the canon of

approximates to a Christie
murcler mystery. There is a body
in the library and we have to
choose which of three members
of a dinner parry'did itÌ But early

medieval history is not a mulder-
rnystery with a limited number
of suspects, where the butlerreaLns of folktore

conveniently Iocked the cloors before the killing'
Ifwe had access to a digest ofwhat had happeneci in every

year in the lìoman centuries and the DarkÀges we would find

that there would be up to t-wo hundred credible canclidates. It
is a product of our execrably poor records that we can name

only ftvo individuals and a generality (a warlord ftom
c450-550). Take occtrtt'ences of 'Artorius',likely the name from

which the British-Celtic'Arthur' derives' Artorius is not a

particularly t'are Latin name. It is founcl in most provinces of
the Empire, If the population of Roman Britain was, sa¡ a

million strong: in any generation there were probably a

thousand British-basecl Artoriuses. And in each of those

thousandArtoriuses we would cloubtless finct details that could

be construeci as being'Arthurian'. So if Artorius the Roman is

ernbarrassing igtrorance of Arthurt true identity?

Knowing what we don't know
In fact, we know more about Althur toclay than ever. The

trouble is, that knowledge - and this is admittedly paradoxical
* is about how very little we know.

The single greatest step in Althurian stuclies, a step that has

openecl the way to these three so very different candidates, is

the understanding of how unreliable our earliest Arthu¡ian
soul'ces are. In the i960s, it was believed that the earliest

references to Arthur appeared in certain British-Celtic poems

that clated to c600, chiefly the Godocldin. It is now accepted

though that while these poetns might be earl¡ they might
equally be from 700, 800, 900 or pelhaps even later. That means

that our earliest certain source is fhe Historia Brittonum,
written in 829 or 830 in northern Wales. This source used to be
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It: seemslthat:ArthUr was nqthing'.if ,not
welt-travelled. Here are jusl¡ome of
theiitês, in Britain,wiihrtihks,to:him

1 South CaO¡ury, Somerset

2 lona; Scottish Highlands

reckoned to be Arthur because his Satmatian cavalry were
'knightsl what is to stop r-rs saying, when archaeologists
tomorrow dig up the gravestone of a Cornish Artorius who
happened to have a wife with the British-Celtic name
Gwenhwyfar (Guinevere), that he was not the trueA¡thur?

The'sensible' answer would be that the Arthur of British-
Ceitic legend and later ofEuropean legend, was such an
enormous figure that he must have been a great man, he
must have done something that was outstanding. But in
legend - and I am tempted to write especially in Irish and
British-Celtic legend - historical figures take on a life of
their own independent of their original deeds. A¡
individual is remembered and is then celebrated on the
basis of how important his child¡en became or how
important the tribe or monastery he is associatecl with
make themselves in later generations. So, to give an
ecclesiastical example, saints in Ireland and Britain are often
spoken of not because they were particularly well-known,
but because their foundations became famous after their
deaths and history was changed to take this into account. In
fact, a good rule for the Irish and the British-Celts is that their

lltw,e,l,':''. i,'.......d. ."ts-

famous DarkAge battle

antiquarianism in the early Midclle Ages tells the present not
the past. It emboclies contemporary realities; it is not the study
ofyears gone by.

Reality and legend in British-Celtic culture often then have
nothing to do with each other. And.so Arthur could indeed

have been a mighty fifth-century warlord who turued the
tide in the battles for Britain. Yet he coulcl equally have
been, sa¡ a third-century cross-dressing gladiatol who
scandalised a provincial British town, but who was then
elevated fr'om memory ("do you remember when

!:¡ Arthur...") to myth ("once upon a time, Arthur...")
!ì', because his sons and grandchildren became important

r: magnates in the region,

¿. Wouldn't we though then have cletails about

¿,1Ê,/È-

Thís portrait of Arthur
was sculpted in

Nuremberg, Germany
in the 14th century

111.. gladiatorial fights in his legend? Wouldn't something of
iì:r,, his Iife survive? Parallel examples suggest otherwise. We

have already seen how general Ambrosius Aurelianus
:j'l '' fi'om southern Britain became a demon's bastard and a

a':ì', dragon hunter in Wales. If we had only the legendary
:. nintlr-century Historia Brittonum to recreate his historical

fifth-ccntury acts our search for the truth would faiJ miserably.
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I Ribchester, Lancashire
Ribchestêr: (or Ble¡ne¿@a'cuø'a! ¡!'Wâqik¡own !n ,¡;'

Roman timesl was a fort where the Roman candidaie

for Arthur, Lucius Artorius Castus, dwett with severaI

thousand Asian Steppe cavatrywho had been

co'risdriptèd into lhe Ro m.an.g rrhy. Atte'm þts haye ::,, I

. .,, .r,. .i been made to explain some references in

d!,,,,gfu,.ir!li *, Arthurian geographyio sites around
Ribchester and more genera[[y in the

north where Artorius campaigned,,.'

Giventhisextraordinarylackofsoodhistoricalmaterialfor Afthfü COUtd haVg bggn a thifd-Centüflf
f :l:1::::"':i,'f::^'"'l:: j::::i:*i*ï,i:i^',ïïT:: cross-dressins gladiator who scandalised
rn recent years, pusnlng Artur, Artonus anc tne warloro to rne .
side: a mytholãgical Árthur; an Arthur that neve¡ Jste<l a pfOvinCial Bfitish tOWn

we have seen, very likeþ derives from the Latin 'Artorius',

If 'A¡thur' derives from that Latin word then something
hard and real must be shining at the bottom of the well

because the British Celts would not have created a hero or
a sod from a Latin namc without a

hiioii.alorigi'al. EIEEffi
ThelegendaryÁrthurmustthenhave BOOKS

grown out of someone who lived in conceptsof¡rthurbyTom Green[Tempus,
Britain betlveen the Roman conquest in 2008l; Arthur in Medievat Wetsh Literature
AD 43, when Latin arrived, and the time by Otiver Padet fUniversityWates Press, 2000);

of better historical records c700. The FromScythiatoCametotbyCscottLittteton

harsh realiry howeve$ is that save ¿ andLindaAualcor[RoutLedge,2000l;

miracle - a tomb, a forgotten Byzantine Arthur's,Britain by Leslie Atcock lPengurn,

manuscript, or an er,girui.,g - we will 2-00ili:he.larweof Arthur"from

never know th. *ho, o. h" 
o

of this Arthur,s life. E 
rws or wnens 

by otiver Padet 11994)

outside of the British-Celtic imagination. Proponents of the
M¡hic Arthur point out that everfihing that our hero does in
British-Ceitic writings can be paralleled in the works and lives

of other mythological heroes from the British-Celtic and
closely-related Irish pantheons. Arthur lil<e the lrish Fionn and
Dagda or the British-Celtic Bran and Gwyrn ap Nudd is,

Mythicfuthurians insist, a figure passed down flom the Celtic
IronAge,when he and his supernatural colleagues stood as the
guardians and gods oftheir people.

This though is almost certainly going too far. True,Arthur
might as well not have existed, There is no reason at all for
thinking that his personaliry or achievements have survived in
the accounts we have, and good reasons for thinking that
they do not. But nor is there any need to submit Arthur to the
final inclignity of non-existence, ripping off the last fig leaf
ofhistory. For there is one suggestive proofthat he did once
walk ancl breathe. And that proof is his name - a namc that, as
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to the discovery of the fabulous

È,II ,r.a¡O ponders how far we've come in our
'öd,since,1939, On page 34 Michael Wood chooses

lfil
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,in the,4'nglo-Saxon period
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saw a rare a ray oflight shine
into the DarkAges, and made
people realise that theAnglo-
Saxon period dicl not deserve

:" that gloomy moniker. In 1938, Edith Pretry owner of Sutton
'i Hoo House in Suffolk, had commissioned a local archaeologist,

:...Basil Brown, to investigate the huge tumu-lus on her land,
, ' Brown clid not do as he was asked. On examining it he saw that
l,! a trench had been dug into its centre, assumed it to have been

robbed and moved on to the smaller surrounding tumuli.
Having found next to nothing, in the following year he
returned his attention to his original subject. He quickly
unearthed rivets in rows, and as the outline of a boat slowly

. . emerged it became apparent that the earlier grave robbers hacl
lr'ceased their digging just inches shori of a buriai hoarcl of

unexampled beauty.
While the wood of the ship ancl the flesh of the man had

""dissolved in the aciclic Suffolk soil, the gold, silver and iron of
his wealth remained. For the first tirnã, indeed for the only
time, historians had a chance to see the sort of objects that a
great man ofthe seventh century hacl in his hal1. From a range
of ornate wa¡ gear - a sword, an axe-hammer; a huge circular
shield decorated with wilcl animals, a coat of mail, a collection
ofspears - to auspicious displays ofwealth - a silver dish three-
quarters of a metre in diameter; a complex buckle wrought
from pure gold, fine shoulder clasps - to feasting equipment

- a cauldron, drinking horns, a þe - the man had all he needecl

,, to live in eternity as he had on earth. His boat was pointing
. west and in his purse were 40 gold pieces, one for each of the

ghostþ oarsmen who would row hirn to the other place.

,,,Ihe work of Scandinavians
,.,:The burial shows us that this corner of Suffolk was
r;, extraordinarilywell connected to the world arouncl it. Much of

the craftsmanship, particularÌy the helmet and buckle, was
clearly influenced or accomplished by Scandinavian work. The
silver dish was made in Byzantiurn c500, The gold coins, which
allow us to date theburial to the 620s orsoon afte¡ are Frankish.
One of the bowls appears to l¡e from Egypt. After looking at
Sutton Hoo it is impossible to think of early Anglo-Saxon
society as being cut off from the rest of the world, impossible

. to think of their leaders as little Englanders, but rather we are

ioforced to consider them as self-consciously part of a wider
1,¡Eulopean society stretching from the Mediteuanean to
,the North Sea.
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Seeing the funerary magnificence of Sutton Hoo not oniy
revealed to historians the exotic tastes of earþ meclieval

bigwigs, it also served as a reminder of how theyshould observe

the period. To assume that seventh-century Anglo-Saxons

were 'primitive' is to assume that an absence of evidence is

evidence ofabsence.
thinking in these ternrs raises great questions about the

grave. The assumption has iong been that the inhabitant ofthe
mound was a king of East Anglia, probably Redwalcl, who
converted to Christianiry before lapsing into paganism. Who
else but a king woulcl be buriecl with such flnery?

But as Professor James Campbell of Oxford has argued, to
assume we have a royal burial is to ignore the factthat the tomb
is almost entirely without context. It is something of a minor
miracle that the spoils of Sutton Hoo remained undisturbecl

until the 1930s. The largest burial mouncls must always have

been the most alluring fol entrepreneurial grave robbers and,

consequentþ, we should expect that these obvious, unguarcied

burials were interfered with at some point in the inten'ening
centuries. The Anglo-Saxons themselves were not innocent of

the crime - in Beowulf, the dragon who kills the eponymous
hero is disturbed from his tumulus by a thief' This is to say that
we cannotknow exactlyhowprevalentburials like Sutton Hoo
once were. It maybe that there was a time when theyì¡/ere not
that unusual.

We do not know, and have no way of knowing, how much
treasure there was in seventh-century Englan{. There may

have been a great many men who had becorne rich from
conquest ancl protection racketeering. There may even have

been manywho had access to examples of such craftsmanship
(whoever made the exquisite shoulder-clasps and belt was

evidently not doing it for the first time). And so Sutton Hoo
also acts as a reminder of how much we do not know about
Anglo-Saxon history about how we must think before we

make even the shallowest assumptive leap.

Ifthe grave's prccise status is in doubt, its uniqueness is not,
and the treasule is a much needed feast fol the eyes in a period
starved of visuai aids. While the Anglo-Saxons have Ieft us

sollle mallriscripts, some coins, the occasional church that
survived the great Norman renovations, a post-Conquest
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tapestry, and the clutter of archaeology, compared to all
subsequent eras, there is not much to see. Consequentl¡ the
spiendour of Sutton Hoo was immediatelydestined for iconic
status and publishers have been consistently keen (as we have
here) to use the helmet as a cover illustration.

This one relic from Anglo-Saxon England has, in some
ways, come to defrne the whoie periocl. As a remindel of the
centrality of militarism to the age this is fitting but it has,

this largelybecause ofthe lvol'k ofarchaeologists. Ovel the past
50 years our understanding of the Anglo-Saxon economy has

accelerated beyond all expectation and, as it has, we have
become vastly more aware of the government machinery
which exploited and regulated it, Huge numbers of coins have
been exhumecl bymetal detectorists showing how stanclardised

royal coinage ',vas circulating in Britain by the late eighth
century, and how, by the mid-tenth century, there was a
currency of perhaps several million coins, regularly recalled
and recoined - presumably to tax, and assure quality.

This was very much a national system. During the leign of
King Edgar (ruled 959 To 975) it seems few parts of England
were further than l5 miles from a royal mint. Such clues show
us how capable these kings were of centralised government,
how good theywere at imposing uniform standards over wide
areas, and why we rnight describe theil kingdom as a'state'.
Thus archaeologists have unearthed a society's progression
from a worlcl ofplunder and tribute, to one oftoll and tax.

But clespite such rich academic discoveries, popular'
appreciation of theAnglo-Saxons since the SecondWorldWar

the eyes in a period starved of visual aids
The treasure is a much needed feast for

perhaps, also done something to harden in the public
imagination the idea that the Anglo-Saxons were nothing
more than noble warriors. This is unfortunate because we now
understand a great deal about the complexities and
sophistication of lateAngÌo-Saxon government ancl know that,
by the eighth century at the vely latest, they wele much more
than barbarian champions of military househoids. We know
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has, if anything, been on the wane. The Victorians were

fascinatecl by the oligins ofEnglancl and its government and so

had a fondness and fascination for the state-building ofAlfred
the Great anci his heirs. But there has been little room for the
Anglo-Saxons in the modern British mindset. Whereas l9th-
century scholars revelled in their Teutonic past, by the mid-

Whereas 19th-century scholars
revefled in their Teutonic past,
by the mid-zOth century, Engtand's
Gemran heritage evinced tittle pride

20th centur¡ England's German heritage evinced little pride,
and the veryconcept of volkhadbeen sullied byhistoryt most
monstrous crimes. This intellectual backdrop meant that as

Britain became a modern nation of many peoples, so Anglo-
Saxon historycame to be seen as insular,primitive, misogynistic
and irrelevant to the point where the word 'medieval' has

become a term ofabuse deployed by those who know nothing
of the medievalworld.

Indeed, in recent times, our pre-Conquest predecessors

have been co-opted by the far right (along with the cross of
St George), and turned into symbols of a 'pure Englandi This
manipulation is wrong, for the Anglo-
Saxons were no more 'ethnically pure'
than the English oftoclay. Recognising this

reveals just how dangerous and unhelpful
the rejection ofparts ofour historycanbe:
dangerous because, discarded, they can be

poached by the ignorant; and unhelpful
because the internationalism of their time
actually mirrors ours.

Because Anglo-Saxon culture lurks
behind our laws and rights, behind our
system of government, behind our towns

and behind the words that one in five
peopie on Earth can understand, it is

neither nationalistic nor insular to say that
we should take an interest in it,

There ought to be no room for
nationalistic pride in the study and
appreciation of history. We did not do
these things; we \ryere not yet born. For
many of us, these were not even the
deeds of our ancestors. But they are,

nonetheless, a iarge part of onr cultural
inheritance and, to a certain extent, that of
the wolld. To ignore Anglo-Saxon culture
is to needlessly rebury our treasure in
the mound and ieave it to the mercy

of robbers. EI

Alex Burghart is one of the authors of the
Prosopography of Angto-Saxon Engtand

[www.pase.ac.uk), a database of known peop[e

from the period - at King's Cottege London.

He is writing a history of Mercia
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Lindisfarne tnrned out to be the
start of a wâve of similar attacks on
rnonasteries in northern Britain.
Alcuin, with his local knowledge,
war¡red the leligious communities at
nearbyWearmouth and farrow to be on
their guard: "You live by the sea from
whence this plague first came'l

In 794,Vfüngs "ravagecl in
Northumbria, and plundered Ecgfr ith's
monastery at Donemuthan'l The
l2th-century historian Symeon of
Durham identified this as the
monastery at |arrow, and reported that
its protector, St Cuthbert, had not let
the heathens go unpunished, "for tleir
chief was killed by the EngÌish. . . And
these things befell them rightl¡ for they
had gravely injured those who had not
injuredthem."

Shetland and Orkneywere probably
overrun during this first wave of

A 14th-century manuscript showing Abd ar-Rahman l, who hetped make
Islam a force to be reckoned with in Europe in the eighth century

refuge for the revived community
at Kells in Ireland,

Franks, who had become the clorninant
tribe arnong the successor states

after the fall of the Roman empire
in the west.

Charlemagne became sole ruler of
the Franks in 771. He tookseriously the
missionary obÌigations imposed on him
by his position as the most powerful
ruler in western Christendom and
expended a huge amount of energy on
the subjugation ofthe heathen Saxons

on his north-east border. In 772, his
forces crossed into Saxon territory and
destroyed Irminsul, the sacred tree that
was their mostholy totem. In 779,
Widukind, the Saxon leader, was

defeated in battle at Bocholt and Saxony
taken over and divided into missionary
districts. Charlemagne himself presided
over a number of mass baptisms,

In 782, his armies forcibly baptised
and then executed 4,500 Saxon captives

at Verden, on the banks ofthe river
Aller. Campaigns of enforced
resettlement followed, but resistance

continued rlntil a final insurrection
was put down in 804. By this time
Charlemagne had already been

rewarded for his missionary
activities by Pope Leo III who

in 800 crowned him
imperator in Rome,
emperor not of a
geographical al'ea nor
even ofa collection of
peoples but ofthe
abstract conception of
Christendom as a single
community.

With their physical
subjugation complete,
the cultural subjugation
ofthe Saxons followed:
Death was the penaþfor

eating meat during Lent; Þ

In 799 the island monastery of
Noirmoutier offthe north-west coast of
France was attacked for the first time.
By 836 it had been raided so often that
its monks also abandoned the site and
sought refuge in a safer location. It soon
become clea¡, however; that there was
no such thing as a safe reftrge.

Whysuch hatred, and
why 793, rather than743,or
843? We need to examine the
political situation in
northern Europe at the time
to look for a triggering event.

At the commencement of
the Viking age, the major
political powers in the
world were Blzantium in
the east; the Muslims,
whose expansion had
taken them eastward as far as

Turkistan and Asia Minor to create an
Islamic barrier between the northern
and southern hemispheres; and the

A c ninth to
tenth-century bronze
of Charlemagne
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The iaid on [indisfarne is the first in'a seiies
of terrorist attacks on 'soft' Christian targets
in the north of Britâin.

ln 7 82, Ghartemagne's anny
forcibly baptised and then
executed 4,500 Saxons

violence and the indigenous population
of Picts wiped out so swiftly that local
place names and the names of natural
phenomena such as rivers and
mountains vanished, to be replaced by
Scandinavian names.

Ireland and the Western Isles of
Scotland suffere dtoo. The Annals of
Ulsterrepoúthe burning in 795 of the
monastery at Rechru, and the Isle of
Sþ "overwhelmed and laid waste'i
Iona was attacked for a lìrst timein795
and again in 802. In a third raid in 806

the monasterywas torched and the
community of 68 wiped out. Work
started the following year on a safe

The.Vikings attack
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865,:,r
The.'Great HeathenArmYi' :

tandsin Engtand.Within., I'
15yèars;muchof eastêrn'''
Engtand is'úndeitheruteof ''
iis teaders: Scandinaviân . 1. '

potiticaI organisation and

law-codes are introduced.

878
TheWessexkingAtfred "
formatty ¡ecognisès the '

Viking chieftaín Guthi'um as

king of EastAngtia. Guthrum

ágreês to baptism; taking and

using the Christian ánd

Ang[o-Saxòn name Athélstan.
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