JANE AUSTEN AND REGENCY ENGLAND


Session 1. The Perils of Courtship (Sense and Sensibility)

Answer the following questions:

Watkins. Jane Austen’s Town and Country Style

Chapter 1. A Society of Grace and Manners

What was Jane Austen’s social background like?

What illustrious family connections gave the country parson’s daughter a glimpse of the wider world beyond her immediate family circle?

What skills was a young lady of rank expected to master before she ‘came out’?

Why was a good match such an over-riding concern not only for the young lady but her whole family?

How did a lady of leisure spend her days?

How did a lady of rank spread the burden of child-rearing?

How were eldest sons educated?

What prospects were open to younger sons?

Austen. Sense and Sensibility
Chapter 1
How is the reader alerted to the possibility of trouble ahead when Austen describes the temperaments of Elinor, Marianne and their mother?

Chapter 2

How is the utter meanness of Mr. and Mrs. John Dashwood in this chapter used to highlight the romantic generosity of Mrs. Henry Dashwood in the previous chapter?

Chapter 3

In what qualities is Edward Ferrars deficient as a prospective son-in-law if Mrs. Dashwood were not so romantically inconsiderate of his financial situation?

Considering Marianne’s great resemblance to her mother, what qualities in Mrs. Dashwood, admirable as they are, indicate possible trouble ahead for Marianne?

When Marianne speaks of Edward, she unconsciously delineates her ideal mate. What kind of man Marianne expects to fall in love with?

Chapter 4

What qualities in her prospective mate are admired by the sensible Elinor?

Yet even with concessions made to Edward’s shyness and reserve, what is wrong with his address to her?

Chapter 7
Colonel Brandon, Marianne’s eventual husband, is first introduced here. What positive qualities does he embody?
Chapter 8

What is Marianne view of Colonel Brandon at the beginning of their acquaintance?

Chapter 9

Why is Willoughby so favourably received by the Dashwoods from the start?

Why is it slightly alarming when Mrs. Dashwood smilingly brushes off the idea that Willoughby might be regarded as ‘a good catch’ financially, insisting that he is welcome on his personal merits alone?

When Marianne is vehemently protesting against the ‘illiberal’ and ‘gross’ notion of ‘catching a man’, what considerations is she overlooking?
Chapter 10
Marianne is completely unreserved with Willoughby from the start. Is this wise? What could be the pitfalls of such unthinking behaviour in the long run?

Willoughby, equally attracted, seems to be courting Marianne in earnest, yet Elinor is uneasy about the developing relationship. Why?

What are the merits of Colonel Brandon that are offset for Elinor by the flashiness of Willoughby and Marianne?

Chapter 11
Why is Willoughby’s and Marianne’s behaviour improper in Elinor’s eyes?
Chapter 12
What developments in the relationship of Marianne and Willoughby were construed by Elinor and Margaret as showing that Willoughby’s intentions respecting Marianne were serious?
Chapter 13
What confusing signals are sent to her family and acquaintances by Marianne’s not so very ‘clandestine’ visit to Allenham with Willoughby?
Chapter 14
Why is the gulf between Willoughby’s behaviour and his supposed plans concerning Marianne so disconcerting?

Chapter 15
What does Willoughby’s leaving for London under such a flimsy pretext portend for the future?
Where has Mrs. Dashwood erred with regard to Willoughby?

Chapter 16
In Marianne and Mrs. Dashwood Austen is gently ridiculing the excesses of ‘sensibility’, while Elinor provides the corrective balance of ‘reason’. What is wrong with excessive ‘sensibility’ when courtship is concerned?

Chapter 17
What is missing from Edward’s conduct, were he the secret admirer of Elinor?

Marianne, the ‘woman of feeling’, disregards money as a source of happiness but even she cannot do without it. How much would her love be worth?

Chapter 18
Elinor is an example of how to cope with grief in love. How does she exercise her reserve?
Chapters 22-24
What kind of woman is Lucy Steele, Elinor’s rival in love, and what does her character tell the reader about Edward’s judgement?

Chapters 26-29

Why was it inadvisable for Marianne to write to Willoughby upon her arrival in London?

Marianne’s off-hand disregard for conventions has made her the talk of the town. How could that have been prevented?

Chapter 30

Willoughby marries for money. If he had loved Marianne truly, how could he have organized his affairs so that they could still be together, despite his financial difficulties?

Session 2. Making a Country House Visit (Mansfield Park)

Answer the following questions: 
Watkins. Jane Austen’s Town and Country Style
Chapter 2. The Country House
What kind of country houses belonging to family members and friends had Austen access to?

What is the essence of the Adam style?

What is characteristic of neo-classical furniture?

What tableware was available?

What changes were noticeable in interior decoration?

What did the bedrooms contain?
Austen. Mansfield Park
Chapters 1-2

The first two chapters delineate the main characteristic features of the generation that should be the custodian of traditional, decent values that the house is meant to embody, yet they appear deficient in certain aspects that would turn out to be crucial later. What kind of people are Sir Thomas Bertram, Lady Bertram and Mrs. Norris?
How has Mrs. Norris, who has usurped the education of the Miss Bertrams, their parents being indifferent, stunted their moral growth?

Chapter 3

How has the eldest son Thomas Bertram turned out?
Sir Thomas as the head of the household is responsible for the moral guidance of his family. What can we infer from his daughters’ reaction to his going to Antigua about his success or lack of it in this field?

Chapter 4-5
What kind of man is Mr. Rushworth?
What kind of people are the brother and sister Crawfords?
The reader knows that Henry Crawford refuses to be tied down and undertakes to seduce the Bertram sisters just for sport. How is Miss Crawford identified as unfit for marriage from the start?
What are Miss Crawford’s considerations when she determines to seduce the elder of the Bertram brothers?

Chapter 6
What kind of place is Sotherton?

Chapter 8

Why is Mrs. Norris so keen for everybody to visit Sotherton?
Why are Maria and Julia so determined to go in Henry Crawford’s barouche and not in their own chaise?
While Fanny, who stands for conservative values, is against fashionable improvements and the taking down of the venerable oak avenue, what does their eagerness to improve unthinkingly and at all costs say about the moral nature of Henry Crawford, Mr. Rushworth, Maria Bertram and Mrs. Norris?
How is a country house tour conducted?
What does the little exchange in the Sotherton chapel between Fanny and Miss Crawford tell the reader about their respective moral worth and suitability to be the wife of Edmund who is going to take orders and become a clergyman?
The grounds of Sotherton are old-fashioned. How are they organized?

Chapter 10
What stratagems are used under the pretext of examining the grounds of Sotherton by Miss Crawford and Edmund and Maria Bertram and Henry Crawford to court each other away from prying eyes?
Session 3. The Dangers of Amateur Theatricals (Mansfield Park)

Sales. Jane Austen and Representations of Regency England
Chapter 4
What kind of subversive and disruptive elements are brought to the well-ordered life at Mansfield Park by Thomas Bertram?

What characterizes Henry Crawford as the Napoleon of the drawing-room?

Why was Kotzbue’s Lovers’ Vows a controversial play, even in Inchbald’s much diluted version?

The casting of the play highlights the problems associated with certain characters. Why is the part of Count Cassel so suitable for Mr. Rushworth?

Kotzebue’s attack on the dissolute ruling-class in the play is actually mirrored by Austen’s novel. What can we infer from the moral juxtaposition of the lower middle-class characters like Fanny, William and Susan Price and the family of Sir Thomas?

Why is the play dangerous for the Miss Bertrams?

In the light of the reputation of professional actresses, why was it controversial for aristocratic ladies to act, even in domestic productions?

Austen. Park Mansfield 

Chapter 11

This chapter makes very clear that Miss Crawford is an unsuitable partner for Edmund despite his blind infatuation. They conflict over the role the clergyman plays in society. What are her views?

Chapter 12

Fanny perceives danger in Mr. Crawford’s behaviour with both Maria and Julia, What is it?

Chapter 13

The stupidity of Mr. Yates, and by implication Thomas Bertram, his chum, disrupts the steadiness and order of Mansfield Park. They are both dandies, thinking of nothing but fashion and frivolity. This does not augur well for the theatrical project at Mansfield Park. Why is Edmund so worried about the propriety of the whole idea?
The only line of defence left for Maria, her elder brother having left her to her own devices, is her mother. What is Mrs. Bertram’s reaction to the idea of staging a play?

Why is Mrs. Norris of no use in preventing the scheme?

Chapter 14

What trick does Mr. Crawford use to play together with Maria?

What shows, in the debate about the role of Agatha, young Thomas’s unsuitability as head of the household?

Chapter 15
How does Miss Crawford slyly inveigle Edmund into playing Anhalt?

Chapter 16

How does Edmund convince himself that taking the part of Anhalt is the only possible solution?

Chapter 17

What does the dialogue between Maria Crawford and Mrs. Grant concerning the Bertram sisters tell us about their respective, and Henry Crawford’s, character?

Chapter 18

How are the two pairs of lovers progressing through the play?

Volume II. Chapter 1
At the end of the novel Julia, out of disappointment over Henry Crawford, will elope with Mr. Yates. What kind of man is he?

Chapter 2

What disastrous consequences for Maria has Henry Crawford’s selfish vanity brought along?

Chapter 3

Maria’s and Mr. Rushworth’s marriage is a disaster from the start and she will ultimately abandon him to have a very public affair with Henry Crawford. Why does Sir Thomas not prevent the marriage of Maria and Mr. Rushworth when he realizes that Mr. Rushworth is ‘an inferior young man, as ignorant in business as in books, with opinions in general unfixed, and without seeming much aware of it himself’ and perceiving that Maria is indifferent and cold towards him?

Session 4. The Dandy and the Navy (Persuasion)

Answer the following questions:

Kelly. Beau Brummel. The Ultimate Dandy

Introduction: Dandi, Dando, Dandum

How did the term ‘dandy’ evolve over time?
What were the components of Brummel’s influence and charm?

Chapter 5. Dandiacal Body
Why was young Brummel’s levee in the front dressing room at No. 4 Chesterfield Street such a fashion phenomenon?

Why were the high neckcloth and tie the hallmarks of Brummel’s style?

In what ways was the style advocated by Brummel neoclassical?

What were the components of the Brummel look?
The Dandiacal Body consisted of individuals of very different character. What aspects of being a dandy did they add to Brummel’s ascetic discipline of elegant dress?

Sales. Jane Austen and Representations of Regency England
Chapter 6. Persuasion: The War and the Peace
Sir Walter Elliott is a satirical take on the dandy. What aspects of dandyism are ridiculed in his case?

True heroes are to be found in the Navy. What characterises these men? 

How has Captain Wentworth made his money? What opportunities were there for enterprising Navy men during the war with Napoleon to enrich themselves?

Austen. Persuasion
Chapter 1
What characteristic traits of dandyism are satirized in Sir Walter Elliot?

Elizabeth Elliott is the female counterpart of the dandy. What traits of dandyism does she embody in addition to her father?

Chapter 2 

What is Sir Walter’s reaction to the suggestion that he should let Kellynch Hall and remove himself to a place where he could live within his means?

Chapter 3
What is the reputation of the naval officers as tenants voiced by Mr Shepherd, Mrs Clay and Anne?
The naval men are war heroes and would deserve special gratitude. What is Sir Walter’s opinion of them?
What kind of man is Admiral Croft?

Chapter 4
What do we know about Captain Wentworth before we actually meet him?
Why was his engagement to Anne objected to by Sir Walter and Lady Russell?

Chapter 5-6

What was Sir Walter first impression of Admiral Croft?

What did Admiral Croft think of Sir Walter?
How is Sir Walter’s conceit reflected in his eldest and youngest daughters?
What kind of woman is Mrs Croft?
How had Captain Wentworth treated the stupid, unmanageable younger son of the Musgroves while he served as midshipman on his Laconia?
Chapter 7
How had the intervening seven years changed Captain Wentworth?

Chapter 8
Captain Wentworth is a heroic figure. How is this conveyed in the text?

Mrs Croft is the antithesis of an idle lady of the manor. How has she lived her married life?

Chapter 9-10

What other positive character traits of Captain Wentworth are revealed by these chapters?

Session 5. Lyme and Bath (Persuasion)

Watkins. Jane Austen’s Town and Country Style

Chapter 4. Fashion – and its Genteel Competitors

How did male and female fashions change after the French Revolution?

How did people learn of the latest fashions?

What were the most popular fabrics?

How were clothes made?
What accessories were worn by Regency ladies?

What was the ladies’ footwear like?

What kind of jewellery was preferred?

What cosmetics were used during the Regency period?
How did a liveried servant look like in the period?

What changes took place in children’s fashions?

Chapter 5. In Pursuit of Entertainment
What amusements were offered by the London season?

What were the delights of Bath?

Where did people lodge when they came for the season in Bath?

How was Bath’s mineral water used as a cure?

What would the daily routine be like in Bath?
What were the Upper and Lower Rooms? 

What accounted for the growing popularity of seaside resorts?

What modes of transport were available to the wealthy?

What did a formal dinner look like?

Austen. Persuasion
Chapter 11-12
What attractions are on offer in Lyme (modern Lyme Regis) even out of season?

The pomposity and coldness of the Elliott family is juxtaposed with the relations between the men of the Royal Navy. How do they come across?
Volume II. Chapter 1
What changes have the Crofts made at Kellynch Hall?

Chapter 3-4

Why is Anne ashamed of her father and sister’s enjoyment of their life in Bath?

Mr Elliott is another consummate dandy who knows how to present himself to advantage. How does he come across before his darker motives are understood?

Anne is very cautious and distrustful of her father and sister’s judgement but even she is charmed by Mr Elliott. Why?

Chapter 4

Even the elderly and experienced Lady Russell is deceived by Mr Elliott. How does he appear to her?
In Viscountess Dalrymple and her daughter Miss Carteret Austen offers a critique of the empty values associated with mere rank and prestige. They are unpleasant and unprepossessing individuals, yet their company is assiduously courted by Sir Walter and others. Why?

Chapter 5
Why has Anne cause to be distrustful of Mr Elliott?

Chapter 6-7

What kind of company do the Crofts and Captain Wentworth keep in Bath, as opposed to the stupid, elegant private parties preferred by the Elliotts?

Chapter 8-12

What is the real character of Mr Elliott?

