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widows, alļ the officers on iocaļ leave, all the wanderirrg globe-trotters and
investigative Members of Parliament from London, giving rise to a unique pattern
of resort.

The hiļļ-stations were mostly, like Bath or Cheltenham at home/ developed
by speculative builders. Few Anglo_Indians actually buiļt homes up there iMr
ļohn SuĮlivan, who did, was repeatedly reprimanded in the r8zos foi neglecting
his duties as Coiļector in the awful lowļand town of Coimbatore in favour of hiš
garden high in the hitļs above). Some got houses ex officio, like the Com-
mander-in_Chie{ of the Indian Army, say/ or the Chįef Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, while others rented them for the season, generaliy from Inrdian
iandlords. Nevertheless it was in the hilĮ-stations that the British in India
achieved the most distinctive of their vernacular styles, and places like simla,
Darįeeling, Nainį Taļ or Ootacamund remain the most evocatįĻe concentrations
of Anglo-Indian domestic architecture.

The hilļ-stations first came into their own in the middle of the nineteenth
centuryl and the influences behind their architectuĪal manners were distinctly
varied. First there was the Gothic pleasure-villa, derived from the exuberances of
Strawberry Hili Gothic, and given a moĪe general ļease of life by ļohn Loudon,s
textbook. Horace Waipole, Pope, Beckford and Nash were all preseĪļt in spirit at
the building of the hiļļ-stations, and so perhaps was Marie-Antoinette, Īor the
cottageornėwas everywhere. Then there were the festive terraces of the Georgian
spas and resorts: Bath with its happy blend of the ruraļ arrd the urban, the simple
and the fashionable, or Brighton crowned by the supreme Anglo-lndian folly of
them alļ, Nash's Brighton Pavilion. And finaliy there was thā influence of the
Grand Tour, which had accustomed Englishmen to the charet styles of the swiss
and German Alps, and made them think that wherever there were mountains,
there ought to be half-timbering. Add to this a contemporary taste for ornamentaļ
woodwork, elaborate it with the porches and verandahs engrained by then in
Anglo-Indian design, festoon everything with guttering and down-pipes, cap it
with a marvelĮous variety of convoļuted chimney_pots/ essential to the tonį of
the thing as to the brisk mountain climate, wrap it all up rn the familiar imperial
bungalow, and you have the fundamentats of the hilļ_station styļe.

Most of the hiļļ-stations weĪe remote _ 8enerally only primitive tribal people
lived in those high piaces before the arrivaļ of the British - and theįr first houses
were nothing if rrot defiant. The first house at Simļa, buiļt by Captain Charļes
Kennedy in r8zz, looks in old pictures latheĪ ļike some solt of forest temple/
Incan perhaps, with very high-pitched roofs and a central chimney apparently
built upon a kind of pyramid - the wood for it was feļļed on the spot, and the house
wās put up by local hilļ-men: yet in it, so a French traveller reported in r83o,
Kennedy gave his infrequent guests splendid dinners, with hock, champagne, and
exceļlent coffee {being as the FĪenchman admirably put it'the first of all artillery

Ho^uses in the hills: 'Knockdrin', a typical large Simla bungalow (rop), is now used as tesidence of the Commanding
Olffcer of one oi the many units based in this vitaļ miļitary rāgion; Kennedy's Cottage įbotrom) was buiĮt in 1822 as thį
Sįmļa hot-weather residence of the Commmder-in-ChieĻ India.
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captains in the worid'). The first house at Ootacamund, Mr Sullivan's, was built
enĮirely of stone, hitherto unknown as a building material in those paĪts, ānd

nearby another storre house soon aĪose that might have been brought to that high
tropic moorland, roamed by tigers, wiĮd elephants and aboriginals, direct from
some granite coast of Ayr or Cornwaļļ. A few early houses were buiļt in the
classicaļ mode, too, to demonstrate the sang_fIoid of the imperialists in all
circumstances: but by the ļater decades of the nineteerļth century, when the
hiļļ_stations had become tamer and more accessible, from the Himalaya in the
noĪth to the Nilgiris in the south villas sprouted everywhere in what might best
be caiied Himalayan Swiss-Gothic.

When in r888 Lady Lytton moved into the Simla house called Peterhof, then
the summer residence of the Viceroy, she said it was the smalļest house she had
ever ļived in, while her husband called it a pig-sty; but what seemed poky to the
Lyttons then would seem to most people wonderfully spacious nowadays, and
some of the hiļļ-station houses were far more than mere pleasure-cottages. Take
for example Barnes Court at Simļa. This was remarkably like a curiously
IeconstĪucted kind of English manor-house. Its gardens were landscaped in the
English style, įts trees were cunningly disposed, and the whoIe house was built in
nostaigic haļf-timbering. Patterned dark woodwork beneath its proļecting eaves
gave it, it is true, something of the air of a Swiss hoteĮ; a gabled verandah
acknowiedged that this in fact was India; but by a cunning slerght of hand or
trompe I'oeiL, {rom some angles the octagonal steeple whįch stood at one corner o{

the house ļooked tantalizingiy ļike an English church steepļe, and made one
think that the squire might easiĮy emerge from Barnes Court on Sunday morning,
to a chime of beIIs across the meadows, to waļk through his private wicket-gate to
morning servįce.

Other Simla houses were grander still - Snowdon, for instance, for many years
the summeĪ residence of the Commander-in-Chief, which had a faęade of six
half-timbered gables, and iooked like a rather expensive spa. More characteristic
of the genre, though, wele the middle-sized vilĮas, surrounded by modest lawns
and shrubberies and often caiied My Abode, or Fair Lawns, which speckled every
hiļļock of the hiļl-stations, and were to give many Angio_Indian famiļies the
happiest weeks of their careers. 'It is impossibļe to describe the delicious feeling
of awakening at Simļa for the first time', wrote a visitor in r846. 'The intensity of
such a moment can neither be described or forgotten'.

There were thousands of such houses, and like the bungalow of the plains,
they adapted readily to circumstance. At one extreme they suffered a lake change,
and became Kashmiri houseboats - first built in about Ī 875, because the Mahara_

iah of Kashmir alļowed no European buildings on his ļand, and evidently derived
too, with their shingle roofs, dormer windows and flag-poles, from Oxford college
barges, oĪ the boats of the City Įivery companies. At the otheĪ extĪeme the hiĮļ
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,,;l'las became even more English than English holiday houses, and remain to this

l'^Į,.*rtio untouched by time and histoĪy, pĪesęĪYęd įn aĪęhttęctuĪįl ambęĪ,
""'rį. ..į selection of aļļ is at ootacamund (whtch they used to cail ootyl įį
-,- *,i,iri Hiļļs of the south {which they used to caļl the Neilgherries). Most of

:il: äi,__h;".es are built of mud-brick, timber being short in the district, but they

::':ĮĮ;;ā;;ssed up in scalloping and merry chimney-pots, and set in genteel

::;jil;ä,į.;like sä many small vicarages-, this way and that on the slopes of the

:::;ä;;į;ā hi[r. Th"y ,re mostly roof ed inrustic tiles of a mild red colour, and

:^:.,j;;ilį;;*l.rg-rooÄ. opening on to wide verandahs, their iittļe bedroom

ilä;;, ,rrĮ, ".r, 
paths a;d triį wooden gates, they seem just made for the

Įä".ī. į"gn' flowers which bower them still'

'"Ti;;'t-;;dļį r".* Iike I dia at aļi. So heart{elt was the emotion that built

them there, so potent was the cuļture behind it' that even now one is surprised to

ä;i;äi;f#ilies Įiving in them, the music of 
.the 

sitar sounds strangely from

,'h;;;;īit""ed drawirg:iooms, and one listens in vain for the knock o{ croquet

briĖ;;;;ā the herbaįous border, or Come Īnto the Garden' Maud from the

upright Pianoforte'

The Club

Most Anglo_lndians had anothel home' separate from the bungaĮow or the
';i[:;,;;ffi viļla: the ci" irri. resilient Angio-Indian institution came in alļ

kinds - social clubs, 'įį"i"į 
clubs, yacht ālubs' elegant institutions of the

Presidency towns oL,Äįįāįįr. affairļ o{ corrugated iron and beer-ringed bars,

droned about by flies in up_country stations' , . riļians
Calcutta, for instancejin Ī 9 Ī 3/ had the Bengal Cļub for Government cļ\

{which carried ".ro"l",.-*į* "i.rrip 
of the Hong Kong and Shanģai Cļubsļ, the

Ü"i*a ī"Į"e Cļub f;;;il"r.y oifi."rr, the īurf CIub, the India Cļub, the

Caicutta Club, the Toilyg,"g" Cf" , the New Club and the Saturday Club' a sort

;ī.d"*'""lub, opäi to" men and to women' which speciaiized' says a

handbook o{ the day, in'games and amusements'' Bombay and Madras-were įust

as welĻsuppļied, there *į.. ā"" 
"r"us 

in the larger inland stations ļike Lahore or

Aiļahabad,andtheywentonbuildingnewoneswelļintothetwentiethceĪrtury:
Willingdon spor,, cr"uļĻ"įĮ*įry i"ļ forrna"a in the r9ros, and ļong after the

end of the Ėmpire, r ,- įota, if a gentleman stood impassive for' iong enouģ

beside its 
"t "'grrg-rooĻ"šįĮ*"^,"'""ner 

or ļater , ,"_*"'t would appear and

remove his trouseĪs for him'
The Willingdo., *,. ' '"'ity 

in that-it admitted both Britons and Indians from

thestart.Generallyspeakingaiļbuttheleastpretentiousoftheclubsexcluded
Indians until ttre secoJwįiļd wa, _ io the case of a few of the most ludicrously
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-^l,,ē;ve āctualļyuntiltheendof theEmpire.TheIndianssometimesrešponded
:i."|;i;i;- ciubs of their own on the British model - at Bombay the British
iļ..]ii^"Įctub was folļowed by Hindu, Parsee and Musiim Gymkhanas, side by

]ä"Įiā"g the waterfront. The CIub, though, with a capital C, remained pre-

]'jr"*īrlĮ an Angļo-Indian symbol, and when you spoke of it everyone knew

L1"-'"'.Į"Į'*"rnt, Įhether you were a Chief Secretary discussing the Bengal Club

;,'r;;ār, oĪ an Assistant Traffic superintendent oĪļ youĪ way to tiffin at the

Į],i*rui"r,itute. The clubs were isĮands of BĪitishness in the great Indian sea, to

}'n'.r' įr'. imperialists might withdraw whenever they felt a personal, social or

Į,"ri'"į.a' fär a drink at the bar, that is, for a stag dinner, for a dance, a horse

"'r.r"*, 
, wedding reception oĪ a game of bridge' . ."'"it ā"g theįwere seldom distinguished buiidings, the architectural symboĻ

'r.ĮiĮiräįrr"āer 
clubs was at ļeast frank - Come In! it cried to suitāble sorts of

;jį;,"ffip Outt it hissed to everyone else. Visually their to e was generaiiv

äiļįį,Įo by their setting/ which was above alļ pĪohibitive _ daunting gateways/

Ji.r".r*į_prates, sentry-boxes for deterrent watchmen, long drives to make the

i;;;;; i""j uncämforįabļe/ terraces from which he might feel he was being

;;;;ā;į by supeĪioĪ officers. It took nerve to gatecrash a really upstage Angio-

i"äi* įi"Ļ, 
".rd 

,hi, sense of impeccable exclusivity impressed itself upon

;;;r;;"; It'helped to give many of the imperialists a spurious sense of aristoc-

,r.rl.į-irrį, *hän theįwe.rt home to England in retiĪement they sometimes felt

Įr'.i*"tr. and betrayed: but it also gave rise to much of the best writing about

nriush imperial manners - Kipling, Forster, Orweļļ were alļ fascinated by the

deļiberate insularity of the cļub'
In its most ostentatrĀs kįnds the club could be very splendid. The old Madras

ctJ for instance, which now houses the local offices of the Indian Ė'xpress

Įįįprp.r, was dĖscribed by lvey's Club Directory at the e d of the nineteenth

..r,_,r, 
"a"o"e 

of the most'ma,nificent cļubs in the world" and was built to a

;;i;;;iy;;ri;. it į". a h.rrry asčmblage of several cļassical blocks, aļI columned

ā"JpįĮi-""red, with , *oorr*..r,rļ ļtaircase leading up to its formai entrance

inthemiddle.ThecentraļblockhousedtheĮongestbarinĮndia,withadining-
roomandreading-roomaboveit:theflankingbuildingscontainedroomsfor
single men and įarried couples, with an excellent library, a bilĮiard-room, a

įr^i;;;;;, a.,d sundį veiandahs everlwhere for drinks and gossip in the

;;.;Ļ; .";i In old photographs it a}l looks less like a place of pleasule thaĪĪ some

;r;įįį*"įn of authoiity: its ,eĪvants are posed stiffly here and there, one or

two gentļeme' ,r. g.o_rpĮĮ 'oĮ*a"di"gly 
abo"t the lawn' and in the back-

;r";;J;h; ;r""t whiĮe britai.rgs stand sevete and imposing in the sunshine.
" rt'Į r".,Į"ļ Club in crt"rtä was hardly less impressive' Founded 

1l j:"' 
i"

r 845 it took over two ot *. ūiį no"ses on bhowlirrghee' one of them the former

home of Lord Macaulay. š"į"ia lesser houses rouįd about were also acquired

Calcutta's Clubs were the most exaļted. The Tollygunge (toP), to the south of the city, offered hundreds of acres oI ļush
parkland: today, the new underground railway has consumed much o{ it, and the Members'tennis-courts have had to be sited
eļsewhere. The Royal Calcutta Turf Cļub lbottom), from its headquarters at ļ I Russell Street, organized all the major racilg
events on thc banks of the HooghĮy River, besides offering its members the frnest of European cuisine.
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Clubland' After ti{fin.in the Gymkhana Club, Bombay (top); and the Madras Club įbotrom), once the pĪivate home of oneGeorge^Moubray, who buiļt it in tt. iz}oįīĻ;į;ffiJ;iÄildown to the River'Adyar aie r,įĮ Į;ä;;;;1,1äĮ;;Īmagnifi cent casualina trees.

The oļd Madras Club. said to be'the finest Club įri all India_ the Ace of Clubs'
reckoned by dancers t; be the best in Asia.

The ballroom, now unused and decaying, was



The Royal Bombay Yacht Club' a curious_mixtuĪe of Swįss and Hindu styles. lt is now off Iimits to yachtsmen, who make dowith a rather less handsome structur" tu"t .āi" Ļįįi'a ,_ĖĮ iĮirr,i"i"r tto,"r.

oveĪ the yeaĪs, until in the end the cĮub formed aļmost a little village of its own,
its gleaming white buiidings sepāĪated by yards and garden., grr"ra"Jby ,pectac liar doormen, and criss_crossed perpetually by hĻryinJ'i"-..,i".. With itsbaļustrades and window-shades, iĮs omamental gasiamps, its beautifully tended
gravel paths and this inescapabĮe profusion of *i.riorrr, the Bengal Cļub in itsprime really did feer rather rike some royal .o*porod, the sori of prace that
revoļutionaries eventually storm, and turn into museums-

or there was^the astonishing Yacht Cļub at Bombay, buiļt in r88o. This was
one of the very first buildings the rrewcomer saw upon his arrivaļ in India, andwith its long lines of aļ fresco tables beside the watįr, at which įarasol,d ladies
and topi'd gentlemen sat taking their tea in the afternoon sun, it Äust have made
an encouĪa8ing if misleadlng first impression. A peculiar impression, too, fol it
was a building that defied architecturaļ analysis, It ļooked pärtty like arailway
station, and partly like a Chinese castle, and partiy Įike ,n Ātpi.r. hostelry, anāparty iike something in Port Said, and a bit ĮikĮ a prison, with įaļl watch_towers,
and a bit ļike a covered market; and outside it, besįe the sea, ,bovį the tea-tables,
an immense white flag-pole capped the whoļe baffling galiimaufry with a smalį
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but distinctiy bossy club flag. Suitable new arrivals soon found themseives at
home there: 'tone it aĮl down', wrote ). A. Spender braveĮy irĮ Ī9r2llooking out
ecross the harbour from the Yacht Club terrace - 'tone it aļļ down and in the dim
Lght the view might be that from Plymouth Hoe'.

Light relief

For lighter relief the Anglo-lndians resorted to the gymkhana clubs, which were
ubiquitous, and were devoted to the outdooĪ sports that lay so close to the heart of
the imperial ethos. So important was the gymkhana cļub to the imperiai way of
ļife that its very name was-to pass into the English Įanguage, to be used in very
different contexts {ar away_for ever after. Your gymkhana was an easier-going sort
of'place, where women and families were welcome, and it had tennis, bādmĻton
and racquets couĪts/ skating-rinks sometįmes, cricket_pitches, golf_links in ļater
years, and a generally cheerfuļ ambience.

we perhaps see its prototype in the eighteenth-century Assembly Rooms at
Madras. This charming building, conveniently close to the racecourse, was
clearly made for pleasure. Built on two floors, arcaded on the ground floor,
balustraded around its flat rooĻ it had two three-sided protruding īronts with a
steep staircase between, leading to a first-floor teĪĪace. An enormous Union }ack
flies from its rooĻ in an eiģteenth-century picture of it, and people seem to be
enioying themseļves aļļ over it, on the roof, on the terraces, under the arcades, and
aļI around the entrance, which is a lively iumble of palanquins, carriages, horses
and sightseers.

The gymkhana cļubs generally perpetuated this festive tradition. A good
example was the Bombay Gymkhana Cļub, which thrives stitl. The British built
Bombay, by and large, in heavy styles and ponderous materials, and the down-
town city gave most visitors an impression of solemn zeaļ and opulence. Contrast
was supplied by the Gymkhana Club, for this was buiļt in a ruraļ mock Tudor, ail
black and white, surrounded by acres of green. Its buildings seemed to consist
mostly of verandahs, with views over various kinds o{ piaying-fields. Everything
was space, shade, and canvas, and one entered the cļub through a scalĮoped
canopy which conveyed a permanent suggestion of the ceļebratory, oI even the
matrimoniai.

There were little cousins of it wherever the British settled, and it is note-
worthy that their constructoĪs/ encouraged no doubt by club comnrittees, geneĪ-
aĮIy chose some sort of Tudor adaptation for theįr various pavilions: for in the
exiļed British mind the Ēlizabethan style seemed to Īepreserļt tentle, pastoIal,
paĪticularly English vaļues _ ļike the cricket paviļions of schoo1, maybe, country
pubs or sentimentaļ cottages, where butterflies of softer coļour fluttered among
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homeļier blossoms, and tennis was played more or less perpetually through
summeĪ evenings under elms.

Up-country pLeasuĮes

The nicest cļubs of alļ were the bigger up_country kinds, and of these ]^/e may
choose as representative the Ootacamund Club. It had stärted ļife in r83r as the
residence of Sir Wiļļiam Rumbold, Bt., a well_knowĪr usureĪ of HyderĀad, but
was adapted in mid-century to provide a social centre for ooty itsei{, and for the
tea-plantations and milir.ary_ stations nearby. A long, low, classical building, it
stood at the top of a steeply descending lawn/ more like a meadow than a garāen,
and was approached by a sweeping drive past a gulley fulļ of reeds and water_
flowers. There was no porte-cochėre, showery though Ootacamund could be:
instead your carriage, crunching on to a gravel esplanade, debouched you directly
on to the wide steps of the verandah, and you were enveloped at oncį within the
authentic ambience o{ The Club.

_ so{as, magazine tables, pictures of monarchs, viceroys, crub presidents, lists
of Masters of the ootacamund Hunt {founded r847), sporting pri.rt., old photo-
graphs o{ ooty As it Was, slightly mangy heads of hunted 1āikats, pale water-
colours, a notice-board fuli o{ pinned notes/ cane chairs, polished parįuet floors,
TheTimes, The Field, the Army List, the India office List, rr".". oĪf"iily stotidly
arranged flowers - shuffle of servants' sandaĮs, iaughter from the bar, sibilance
from a comer of the lounge, pervasive smeļls of cigars, vegetables and furniture
polish - somebody's little dog yapping, somebody's anecdote rising and falling
out of sight but never out of hearing _ these weĪe the signs and sensaįions of ThĒ
Club, nowhere embodied more pleasantly than in the fine pubļic rooms of Ooty,
where the pļanteĪs whooped it up at their annual dinners, the Hunt met in high
spirits to eĮect its Master, and a subaļtern named Neviļļe Chamberlain, in r87ļ,
invented the game of snooker.

Palatialism
The ultimate domestic buildings of Anglo-India were the palaces of the procon-
suļs _ the Viceroy himself, the Governors of the several provinces, the Residents
in the theoreticaĮly independent Native States. They form a categoĪy of their
own, moĪe social or anthropological perhaps than architectural, for while they
were politicaĮ statements in their size and grandeur, they were family homes as
well, domestic in manner if not įn scale, with a character very dįfferent from the
palaces of most conquering ėlites.

Sļl?. 1r_l|" ":".tetions, 
up-coĮn-try, were essential rather than merely celebrated. The ootacamund Club ļropļ was

Duļļt as the pĪivate home of siĪ Wįļļiam. Rumbold įn 
-ļ 

831: the game of snooker was invented there, in a bilhärd'_ioom
|::ĪTp|ļr:'l|1.day Therathermoreforlornverandahoftheo]dCentralr.ovinceiēlub|ivāgp"iįartt"-t,..88;;Ä;
ļess tashĮonabļe part oį India. Near hcre is the grave of a young soldier'whose heart burst after hĮ was chased Ļy frigar.

,ļĖ,|
r-]r'i:rr



Kllye Y( tacing iGovemment.House, Calcutta, home of the Governor of Bengal; later, until the capital was shifted to Ner{
i.',ļ}ļllli h?iĪ 

"f 
the Viceroy. Thehouse, modelled on Kedļeston Hallin Derbyshire, was builtin 1 79ģ and formally openedinļ UJ wļth a baļļ to commemorate the Treatv of Amiens.



Paiaces they were, neveltheless, and they weĪe very numerous/ for often the
principal residences were supplemented by Iesser houses in the hiļi-stations, oĪ
ļeaside vilĮas, or hot-weather Īetreats up the load. The Governor of Madras had

thĪee to choose from, his country residence being |ust five miļes from his town
house, his hill-station house z5o miles away. The Governror of Bombay had one
paiace in town, anothel a mile or two away, a thiĪd in the hilļs at Poona and a

ļeaside viļļa aļong the coast. {When, though, in the last years of the Raį the British
buįļt a new home {or the ViceIoy biggel than Versailļes, it was offi.cįa].ly calied, by

decision o{ the King-Emperor George V, simpiy the Viceroy's House'}

The ideas of a Prince
The originaĮ great paļace of Brįtish India was the Company Governor-Generaļ's

residenāe irr Caļcutta, completed in I 8o3. it stood in a dominating position in the

burgeoning city, overlooking the great open space calļedthemaidan, and it was a

deliberateįecįaration of power and success. Until then Governors-Generai had

ļived in undistinguished iented quarters: when Richard WeIļesĮey, brother of the

future Duke of Weilington, arrled to take office in t798, it took him oniy a

month to decide that he needed something mole fitting to his status. As his

admirer the young Lord Valentiā wĪote, during a visit to Caļcutta, India shouId be

ruled from a palacĮ, not a counting-house -'with the ideas of a Prince, not those of

a retail-trader in musiįns and indigo'.
There was no dispute about the style to be employed. British Caļcutta was a

cļassicaļ city througĖ and through, and the prototype of Kedleston HaĮl, generaily

considered one oi the noblest Engiish country houses, was chosen by the young

architect, Lieutenant Wyatt of the Bengal Engineers, as being perfectĮy suįted to

site as toiurpose- Buįlt Įike most Calcutta mansions of brick covered with white

piaster, GįvĖrnment House consisted essentially of a large, cenual bļock on three

hoorr,-.o.r.r..ted spider-iike by long curving corĪidoĪs with four symmetricaĮ

wings, each virtua1iy a sepaĪate house. An lonic portico, approached by a huge

processional staircase, faced the official centre of the city, to the north: on the

Įther side, Įooking over gardens, was a softer, domed and apsidal front, topped by a

targe figuie oI Brįanniā. The palace was approached through splendid arched

gr,Į*"Į., based on those builtīy Robert Adam at Sion House in Midd1esex and

iurmounted by lions and sphinxes: since the grounds around it_were, at ffĪst,

absolutely treeless, it stood in tremendous dominance oveĪ everythįng in sight.

Quite right too, Valentia said. India was a countĪy of splendour' and 'the Head

o{ a mighty"Empire ought to conform himself to the preiudices of the.country he

.ules oĮer,. LorāĮy the įalace certainly was: its kitchens were Īļot in the house at

a]Į, but outside the grounds altogether in one of the city side-streets - 'somewhere

The Throne Room and the Grand Marble HaIļ in Govemment House, Calcutta. Tipu Sultan's throne was one oĮ the

Ė-ilį,"; äJĮ;ļ"ilil;įi;ffi;, ;;ļ;; ,i'o k"". ,o Įį įt į o.",'", stėam_operated lift _ supposedly the

nrst įnstaIĮed in the countw.
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in Caļcutta" the Vicereine Lady Dufferin vaguely thought. Six great Stateapaltments filled the centrai bļock: a throne room; an ionically coiumnedballroom; a DoricaĮly coļumned Marble Hall; a drawing-room, a breakfast-roomand a supper-room, each more than roo feet long. T e shape of ,ī. lrlai.rgcaught whatever breeze there was, and the house wās iuļI or 

'pä"io", 
ĮĮi rr,.rg.floors of marble, high ceilings of porished oak. It had great dignity from the start,and as age meļļowed its detaiļs and matured its gardĮns, orrĻ . 

" 
g"Įrriio.r. i,acquired an unexpected charm as.welļ {though tie East indla comįanį įį, .ro,overioyed to be presented with a bilļ for its įsts, 9t67;59, while i,dward rear,staying in the house in r873 and unsympathetic įo its protocol, called it Hustļe-fussabad).

. Weilesley had stiļl greater ideas for gubernatorįal Calcutta. He is said to haveplanned to connect this paiace by an avĻue fo"*.." Āiī., i;;g,;.;;'8iläa die,with a country house at Barrackpore, a miritary station up the Hooghry River,making of the two a magnificent complex: 'in thĮ approved manner,, Lord Curzondryly remarked a century later, 'oĪ the railway line from st. l"t"r.l.r.g .oMoscow'. The avenue was neveĪ made, WeileslĖy being recaĮled rrį*į-ro, i,oextĪavagance, but the Barrackpore house was bulļt aJtĮr r'i. a"į*Į"r. iĮ trr"d.esigns of Captain Thomas Anįury, Bengal Engineers, and for ļater incumbents
the place dįd much, so the first Lord Minį srid]Ļ take the rtr.rg o,ri ĮĪĪ;äi",.

ReaĮly a very large bungalow, with an eight_column.d porti"J r"a įr.rį. araround, it stood easiiy in the centre of its ivn officiaļ h"mļet - t".."._tt rt"rr.abungaļows for staff and guests, guard-room for the miiitary, tit"t..rį,r".t".r, ,rralater. alļ sorts of pleasant conceits, a Temple o{ Fame, a dainty bridge leadingnowhere in particular, an artificiaļ ruin, a mĮnument to a welļ-known iacehorse,
a menagerie housed in airy-Gothick cages. From the front of th" to"se, *ra.straight waļk ran down to the river; ail āround it there *.r. ;r.d.;;;Į] . 

".rateĪIaces, ponds with lotuses on them, tunnels o{ bamboo, p"tir. 
"rrāįoi"ļĮį,rr.,across the Īiver at Serampore a church steeple rose above the trees in a startling

and com{orting illusion of Home.
Between them these two paraces made for magnificent living, and the Gov-ernots_Generaļ and their wives traveļied frequenĮiy 

"nd 
com{oiiaįi' į*..n

them, for among their official fleet of zoo u"ssįls was the guberrr"toriaļ įr.t a. r,later yeals this was an elegant steam-cĪaft/ but in earļier times it was therrraweļļous houseboat Sonamukhi,'Golden Face,, which was fur.rirtrJ io Į it",
gold, and green morocco/ which had marble baths on board, and *hiJ įls .o*.amagnificently from one house to the other, up and ao*" tt 

" -,.rd 
^;""Ļ

accompanied by a flotilla of barges carrying 4oo sārvants: as Emily Eden, siste, ofthe Governor-General Lord Auįkhnd,-obšerved in 37,,such a simple way ofgoing to pass two nights in the country,.
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G entl em en' s r esi d en ces

Though their settings were exotic and their arĪan8ements somewhat fantastic,
the Calcutta palaces were unmistakably English. Even the ļine of scarlet ļancers
welcoming the guests to dinner, even the dream-like progress of the Golden Face,
did not disguise the fact that these were the domestic arrangemenrs of Engiish
gentiefolk, temporarily transferred. Other early Govemment Houses weĪe some_
times no more than enlargements of existing buildings, but even so the tradition
of upper-class EngĮishness infused all the palaces of AngĮo_India, whatever their
styles or origins.

In Madras, for instance, in r8oz, the second Lord Cļive estabļished a new
palace outside rhe walls of the original British fortress by the sea - a token of
growing confidence, no doubt, but aļso a retum to moĪe English ways of life.
Actually the first thing one saw on entering its grounds v/as a fĪee_standing
banqueting_haļl of tremendous pomp/ repiete with heļmets, shields, and piled
trophies, but a few yards away across the drive the house itseļf was of very
different style. It was a wide, ļow house beside a lake, developed from an earļier
building by a local mathematician, ļohn Goidingham, and its broad two-storeyed
verandahs and balustraded terraces made it seem above all comfortable and
leisurely, iust the sort of house a rich English gentleman might have buiļt for his
own retirement. It was later Victorianized, and began to look, with its verandahs
piled one on top of the other, and its heavy nineteenth-century porte-cochėre,
rather like a grounded steamship; but it always remained a genial kind of piace,
and in ļater yeaĪs even the banqueting-hall was sliģtly domesticated by the
additiorr of an arcaded verandah, which made it ļook ļess ļike a Temple of the
Martial Arts and more like a particularly well-endowed village hall-

Away in the city o{ Hyderabad, seat of the Nizam's power in central India, the
British built the most monumental of their Residences in the territories of the
native princes, but thouģ this was pointedly the home of an overlord it too had
its homely connotations. It was begun in r8o3, and its begetter was ļ. A.
Kirkpatrick, the Resident of the day, a soldier of eccentric habits who was known
to the Indians as Hushmat }ung, 'Glorious in Battļe', and who had married a
Muslim girl named Khair-un-Nissa, 'Excellent among Womėn'. Kirkpatrick
commissioned an officer of the Madras Engineers, Lieutenant Samuel Russell, to
design the house, and he produced a building more terrific, if anything, than the
palace in CaĮcutta - an d paid f.ot, as it happens, by the compliant Nizam.

Its main block, of t\Mo storeys above a basement, was flanked by latticed
galleries ieading to twin wings one the kitchens, the other staf{ quarters. It was
entered throuģ a great Corinthian portico, forty feet high, guarded by two Įions,
approached by a flight of twenty-one steps, and capped by an entabļature with the
royal crest. This led into a galleried hall, rising the full height of the house, with a



;..r.:,..
-'_.'ry!i:i

t\:. i'

Classical magniff'cence. The young women - students of English_ stand on the staiĪcase of the British Residency
in Hyderabaį whįch is now a colĪege. The building (topJ, āesigrred by Russell in corinthian style, was cleaĪļy
įntended to impress the Nizam. A sĮ.aĮe model, buiīi to ģ"ugeīeaction, stands in the vegetable gardens: it was
s.veretya"-aįĮā.Į""į,tv *irį" ā ,r"" feliįn it. rhe bo.lJfro"'t of thį įįsidency, Bangaloie {borto;}, is stil] well
preserued: theįouse is now the seat of the Govemor of the State oI Karnataka.
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floor of inļaid wood: tall mirrors, each sulmounted by a ļiorr, surrounded this
great chamber, and around it lay a series o{ ovaļ drawing-rooms/ while in an apse
ar rhe back rose a fine doubie staircase in the Adam style.

A stately garden lay in front of the house; behind, a formaļ drive ran through
an avenue of outbuiļdings towards the Nizam's city, and the compound was
ciosed by three arched gates, named in later years a{ter Lord RobertĀ the Com_
mander-in_Chief, Lord Lansdowne the Viceroy and Queen Victoria herseļf. The
Residency was successfully defended in the Indian Mutiny, but in rg9z, as a local
guidebook tells us, 'after the Manipuris had murdered Mr euinton, chief com-
missioner of Assam, the Residents became thoughtful,, and the whoĮe complex
was fortįfied with outer walls/ gunposts/ and a ļook-out on the roof.

Yettremendous thou8h it was, the Hyderabad Residency was always moĪe a
house than an institution. The Residency billiard_room was so popular with locaļ
Britons that according to Sir Charļes Metcal{e, Resident in thĒ rįzos, the house
was used as a kind o{ tavern. Anci in a ļittle secļuded garden behind the building,
on the city side, there stood a handsome white model of the Residency itself, like
a magnificent doii's house, except that it was frequented by snakes anā scorpions.
This Kirkpatrick had buiļt for his Indian wife. She remained strictly in purāah to
the end of her days, living in her own zenana beside the stables; and beįause she
could not even waĮk around the side of her husband's great creatįon to admire its
portico, where the ļions stood, and the bees swarmed, and the sentries stamped up
and down, Kirkpatrick had buiļt for her this touching plaster substitute.

A variety of houses

Later Government Houses and Residencies were nothing if not varied in style.
Covemmenr House, Ootacamund, built in r877 when the Duke of Buckingham
was Governor of Madras, had a pillared poĪtico copied from His Grace,s seat at
Stowe, in Buckinghamshire, but managed to ļook alļ the same much like a plush
hotel in the Lake District. The Residency at cochin, which had begun life as a
Dutch coļonial house, had a high-pitched roof with wide curved eaves, heavy teak
doors and shutters in the Arab or perhaps Indonesian manner, and a lamp-lit walk,
shaded by magnolia trees, thĪough the gardens to the Residential ļetty, where the
ca oes of the Cochin fishermen drifted by with tattered saiļs and flashing smiles.

Government House at Lahore was buiļt around the tomb of Mohammed
Kasįm Khan, who died in r 6 3 5 . Its centre was the domed dining-room, which was
the upper part of the tomb itseļf: below it was the kitchen, in which the
sarcophagus of the lare Khan, a cousin o{ Akbar the Great and a celebrated patron
of wrestlers, served as a chopping-board. An octagonai tower hid the dome of the
tomb from sight, aliowing for a series of triangular rooms around it, and veran-

The remnams of the o)d banqucting ha)) ol the Rcsi.
dency, Lucknow ļbe]ow|, after its eighty-seven-day
sicte dĮĪing thc height o{ the tvturlny. ihė to*..."ļ
the onļy pįacc in rhę British Empire from which a flag
flcw, day and night, įn commįmoratįon from t85ž
until Īndependence nearly a century later_ ,Nunc fortu-
natus sum'-'Iam in Luck Now._ was how General Sir
Henry Havelock cabled hįs Commander.in_ChieĻ
wlen, afrer four artempts, he managed to lift the siege.
The undistinguished block of āats 1lelt1 hāus_Ā
lawyers, on the Esplanade įn Calcutta - u.*.n'_
venient for the Hįgh Court next dooĪ.
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dahs around them, and oveĪ the yeaĪs the house was embeļlįshed with Gothicalches, Moorish windows, classical coļumns, and Arabesqu" fr...o.. 
"*įįut"d byRudyard Kipling's father-Lockwood. In the garden, 

""';; ;Ī;il*p,"*r. ,pĮeasure-pavilion in the Mogul manner, buiļt in r9o8, with Ä i.raoor.*iÄmi.rg-
pool columned in the Doric mode.

Another oddity was Ganesh Khind at poona, the summer palace of theGovernors of Bombay - only z,ooo feet about sea-ļever , .,iiīĪr, Äį.įĮ*ror,_
abļe than the blistering city eighty miles away (as the l..rlture n.*iļ" *" r'r"_harashtra coast. This was buirt by Sir Bartre Fieie, Govemor from lse:- to *7e ,and was at once flamboyant and peculiar, partly becarļs" *;;;;;;o,i t'rti_way through and the building was left unfinished. Confuiedly rtair.rāi" io styr.,it was inspired no doubt partly by the eueen's coritemporary house at osborne,begun in r845. Its teĮraces were regally wide and hugeiy .""oplą_roĮlĮ- i,,eighty-foot tower, iron-decoratedatīheiop, therehabliuaityfI";; Äi;.;;r"o".ensign. Ganesh Khind had _Romanesquā arches here 

""a ,r,.rą lrijĮi".ri.rt
statuāry, and stepped ļawns ļike Tuscany, and a winter garde ļikļ scarbārough,
but it would really have been a splendid įmbivaļence anywhere orr earth.

The first truly modern Government House, the first Įo have 
"r".a.i" 

iigrr. 
".raEuropean kitchens, was the Lodge built at Simla in the r88os r.ra., trrĮĮiĮpl"e,of Lord Dufferin the Viceroy, w}ro had long cherished the dream oiī.rilairrg ,romantic countĪy house somewhere. Wherā better than si*t"-įįrt p"r"Į.. oiaromatic forests and Himalayan vistas, where the Viceregal {amiļies were stiļlslumming it at Peterho{? Enthusiastic architects were to and m trr. pĮr*rr. otHenry lrwin, Pubļic Works Department, and Captain H. H. Coie, iĮoyat En-gineers, and the style was to be exuberantly Tudor. No.*p..r.. *""į"g*āgįa, ,uthe furnishings being supplied by Mapies of io.rdon, į"J i, *"r"^p"i"rray

suggested at the time that Indiarr incomį-tax was introducea rp""lāĮ"fiįĮ pryfor it aĮļ.

- Īt was a showy sort 
'of 

place - 'a Minneapolis miliionaire,, sneered theAmerica Lady curzon when she moved in in rg99, 'would revel in it . . . it rooksat you with pome8ranate.and pineapple ey"s from every wall,. The dininį-roomy'. |:"q with Spanish leather, the drawlng-room with gold and broįi siļk.Heraļdic beasts supported the chimney_piec.įf th" immenįe halļ, which įas astalļ as the house itselĻ and everywhere tĖere were elaborate carveįä.,lir, 
"i 

,"rr.,deodar, and waļnut- There was an indoor tennis-court, a tiled laundry, a cįuncitChamber, the inevitable ballroom and a half_timbered guardho"*;;įh.;;;..
The house was buiļt of grey iimestone, quarried fivĮ mites awayl"ĮfiĻg ,to'the site on mules, and {rom a distance it Įla toot< rather faery_įį" Į" i" r'rgi,ridge, with its baubļe-towers above the deodars, and the gri.rt oriĀ" ;o į., ,,.muļtitudinous windows. The romance of it was true, too. It was the palace of asatĪap/ sent from a misty Northem isle to govern the inconceivrlrį Äinį"' oi

STONES OF EMPIRE

In tbe hiļļs oJ Simļa, the Scottish
baronial style of the Vicereeal
Summer Paļace {le/tJ march-es
wļth the Tudor of Bames Court
|beļow|, since l879 the Resi_
oence of the Governors oĮ the
ļ'uniab. Now that Puniab is di
vļdcd between Indįa and Pāki_
stan, there are four Govemors,
Mansions, one on each plain, one
rn each set of hills.
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that oriental countĪy: the anomaiy of its architecture there, a great mock-Tudor
English country house encouched in exotic tlees and set against the background
o{ the Tibetan Himalaya, only_suited the grand anomaly of its meaning, and gave
susceptible Britons, as they rode past its guardhouse to the salute of the turbanned
sentries, peĪceptibļe frissons of satisfaction'

For modern tastes probably the most desirabļe Govemment House of them aļļ
was the Governor of Bombay's seaside residence at Malabar point, on the edge of
Bombay city. This was hardly a palace in any conventional sense, but rather a
cluster of white bungalows, mostly in traditionaļ Anglo_Indian style, grouped on
a rocky promontory above the sea, and surrounded by lawns, gardens and wooded
walks along the sea-shore, where cuckoos sang, pet dogs were tearfully buried,
and Hindu fishermen habituaily came ashore to worship at a waterside temple.
The bungalows were at oĪrce shady and breezy, being surrounded by wide
verandahs and having very tall rooms, and the sense of fastidious retĪeat .\^/aS

heightened by the careful detailing of the woodwork, neat shutters and compli-
cated {retwork ScĪeeĪļs, which divided one room from anotheĪ.

The most interesting buiiding in the group was the bigballroomwhich formed
the heart of it. This was a large wooden stnļcture ļess like British India than
imperial Malaya or Borneo - rather a conradian thing, except that its paintwork
was always impeccable, and its denizens allegedly respectable. In this long
clapboard hall, with two drawing-rooms and an aļ fresco dining gallery, thā
Governor would receive his guests at fėtes, balls and soirėes, whiie the band
stringed away in its trim littļe stand off the verandah, the crickets hummed in the
shrubbery outside, the fireflies hovered here and there, and on the rocks beļow the
waves of the Indian Ocean gently slapped.

Empire was not all hospitabIe idyll, thouģ, and in later years the life of a
Governor of Bombay was frequently at risk. In the iast decades of British rule in
India, when this city seethed with patriotic unlest/ they buiĮt an underground
bunker beneath the happy bungalows of Malabar, equipped with bedrooms and
kitchens for a long stay: a motoĪ-Ioad ļed into it, big enough to accommodate the
Governor's Daimler, and a water-gate in the rock_face gave access to a ietty, įn
case His Excellency needed to make a hasty get-away when the ball was over.

The last palace

Retreats wele not immediateĮy coįtemplated when in r9rz Edwin Lutyens set
about designing a Viceroy's palace for the new capital of the Indian Empire, to be
buiļt on Raisina Hiļl on the southern outskirts of Delhi. Come with me now to
visit this paiace along the wide avenue called Kingsway, on an elephant if you
ļike, as in some ceremonial parade, in the Packard again, or best of all (if we have
the time, for it is a Įong, long way} directiy after breakfast on foot.
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We start at the elongated figure of George V, King-Emperor and founder of this
ew metropolis, crowned and skinny beneath his stone canop!; we pass beneath

the talļ Arch of India, inscribed alļ over with the names of the war dead, and so we
set off up the exact straight axis of the ceremonial way, flanked by ornamental
pools, brownish lawns, and flowering trees. On and on we go, never deviating a

foot from the geometric ļine of the approach, over one inteĪsection/ over another,
on and on in the gathering heat of the morning as thouģ we are never going to get
there. The great clumped buildings at the far end of the avenue, reddish and
brownish in the developing heat-haze, neveĪ seem to get įĮny closer, but stand
there shimmering on their hillock indistinctly, more like a geological outcĪop
than any work of masonry.

Gradually, thouģ, they do clarify themselves, and emerge from the misty
mass, and presentļy we reach a plaza with fountains spouting, and pass up an
unexpected bump in the road between taļl red buildings of absolute symmetry,
iike huge gatehouses on either side. On we go, thouģ, straight as a die, throuģ
splendid iron gates into a courtyard, past an honorifi.c column wįth a iion on top,
between sculpted elephants and living sentries, across the gravel yard, up a huge
flight o{ steps, never swervinS, never wavering, through a gigantic open door, into
a dark domed chamber all of porphyry and marble, where aides bow and ladies
cuĪtsey _ and there, mysteriously beneath a crimson canoPy in the very centte of
rhe room, facing the open door and the long line of Kingsway, there stands a
gilded throne.

On the throne there sits an Englishman: and so, bowing and curtseying
ourseļves a ļittļe stiffly perhaps after so demanding an approach, we find
ourselves in the presence of the Crown's suĪĪogate/ the despot of this vast domain,
His Exceļlency the viceroy and Governor-Gerreraļ of India. 'Frank, my dear
fellow', he says sotto voce as he accepts our obeisances (for we were probably at
school with him) - 'my dear Madge' (for we are very likely cousins on his mother's
side)-'you look quite done in. Come round the back when all this hoo-ha is over,
and have a drink with Mary in the garden . . .'.

The house that Ltrtyens built {or this satrap was the iargest of aļļ modem
palaces, 6oo feet long from end to end, r8o feet to the top of its centraļ dome.
Lutyens was known then chiefly as a designer of exceptionally comfortable
English country houses, buiĮt in a distinctive combination o{ cļassical and
vernacuļar styles. He knew nothing about India, and had never been there: it
happened thouģ that his wife Emily was not only the daughter of a former
Viceroy, Lord Lytton, but was also a devotee of the Theosophist sect, which had
its headquarters in Madras, and an irrepressibĮe supporter of Indian independence
_ India was the last place in the worļd, she thought, where 'ļittļe nobodies can
come and pĻay at being kings and queens'. This ironic pĪovenance gave birth, in
the Viceroy's House on Raisina Hill, to the most inteIesting of aļļ the domestic
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The Viceroy's Palace, New Delhi. Sir Kenneth CĮaĪk says of Lutyens's gigantic stĪuctuĪe, the centre-piece oĮ the grąt lmperiaļ
upital, that it bore as littĮe Īelation to India as L'EnĮant's Washington did to the Southem Unįted states. Thal it was a work of
great genius and beauty, however, is beyond dispute. The architecture is not without its techrical flaws: one o{ the huge
fountains omamenting tJre approach to the mansion colĮapsed \n |977 after its iron girdle rusted away. The rest oI the
buildings, thouģ, are in good condition - particularly the mansion/ now used as the officiaļ resįdence oI the Presiden! of the
Indian Republii Many of the scores of rooms which Vįceroys and their huge staffs would have occupied are empty today-
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buildings, big or small, that the British erected during the 350 yeaĪs of their
pĪesence in India.

The house was only rhe centre-piece of a plan for a whole new capital city,
New Deļhi, which had been decided upon in r9r r. At that time, thouģ the new
modernism was beginning to make itseļf feļt on the continent of Europe, and
neo-cļassicism too wes enioying a revival, British architecture in India was
pre-eminently stiļl in its mongrel phase _ Saracenic Gothic, High Victorian
Pathan. Also, though there seemed no doubt inr most British minds that the
empire in India was more or less eternaĮ, Indian nationaļism was already StiĪIin&
and there were signs of some relaxation in the imperial despotism- The style of
the new paĮace was therefore of double impo.tr.r"", aesthetiį and political.

There were of course many advocates of the by now traditional syntheses. SiĪ
Swinton lacob,'a walking dictionary of Indo-saracenic art,, was brought in to
advise, and the Viceroy of the day, Lord Hardinge, declared himselfparticularly in
favour of pointed arches for doors and windows -'I should personally like to see
buildings o{ a boļd and plain character with oriental adaptation . - . calļ it bastard
or what you like.'others thought that in this ancient capital of native dynasties
the house shouļd be entirely Indian in form _ 'for high co sįderations of State,,
Lady Hardinge said. Lutyens resisted these suggestions. He ļoathed the pointed
arch, he thought Indian effects tacked on to Westem shapes were generally mere
'pictures on a wall', and he dismissed most purely indigenous aĪchitecture as
'chiļdish'.

And in the event he buiļt the palace in a styie that defied easy classification,
either political or aesthetic, being classical in form, country English in manner,
and recognizably influenced in the end not oniy by Musļim forms, but by an
Indian cuļtural heritage hitherto neglected by Anglo{ndįan alchitects, Budd_
hism. The proportion and stance of the buiļding spoke clearly enouģ of
Lutyens's classical preferences, his boundless admiration in particular for the
mathematics of Greek architecture. But the house was sealed, as it were, with
indigenous features like sharp Mogui cornices, and sturdy roofpavilions, and in
the centle of it all was placed a coppeĪ dome which looked at ffrst siģt rather
Byzantine, but was more probably derived from the great Buddhisļ stupa At
Sanchi near Bhopal. All around the house, and even on its roofs, {ountains played
in the Mogul manner and poois reflected the red and cream sandstone of the
construction; behind it there was a great formal garden, direct from Kashmir,
deliberately contrasted with a circular rose-garden straiģt from Sussex.

This house was probably the iast of the great royal palaces ofhistory. Its dome
rose above the new city, so Robert Byron wrote in r93r, like,the shout of the
imperiai suggestion - a slap in the face of the moderate average-man, with his
second-hand ideaļs'. It covered four and a half acres and incļuded within its walļs
twelve separate courtyards. Three milļįon cubic Ieet o{ stone, worked in the
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world's largest stoneyard, were needed to buiļd it. It was equipped with every kind
o{ domestic office: a printing-room for the Viceroy's private pĪess, a tent-room for
his baggage, a bakery, a taiļor's shop, linen-rooms like those of a great hoteļ,
scuļļeries and larders of diverse sorts, places to hang game, and make cakes, and
scour pans, and store the vast quantįtieS of coal needed to heat the place in winter.

Besides the circuļar Durbar Room with the throne in it, the house contained a
State dining_room roo feet long, a huge baļļroom, three State drawing-rooms and
vast numbers of State suites and guest bedrooms. Everything in them was
designed by Lutyens, down to the chairs, and the stamp of his taste was
everywhere: in the endļess arched corridors, for instance, which seemed to run
through the house Įike sumptuous warĪens/ in the panelled walļs and coffered
ceilings, in the whimsical nursery fumiture, in the eļaborate chimney-pieces and
the cooļ whįte woodwork, which made the rooms overlooking the garden, with
theįr nice squashy sofas and their country-house seļection of books, feeļ uncan-
nily like cultivated drawing-rooms at home in England.

And in a ce;tain puckish fondness for the unexpected, the pun and the
iļiusion, Lutyens designed his own order for the coļumns of this house: they were
decorated wįth stone bells, honouring in a back-handed way an old saw which
cļaimed that so long as the beļļs of Delhi were silent, the reigning dynasty Ī^/ouļd
survive. He omamented it everywhere with upturned domes, like saucers. And he
devised the most deliģt{ul of the {ew architectural surprises that the British
bestowed upon India {for by and large, it has to be admitted, the Anglo-Indian
architecturaļ imagination was short on fantasy). If you waļked out of the baļļroom
to 80 to the State drawing-room, during an inteĪmission perhaps in the dancing
you would find yourself in a wide vestibuļe with staircases on each side. It had a

ceiling, you wouid perceive, of deepest blue, surrounded by mouldings and only
dimly to be glimpsed above the bright liģts below, against which the dresses of
the Įadies passing up and down the staiĪs, the brilliant unif orms of the oIficers and
functionaries, the scarlet turbans of the servants, stood out in theatricaļ contrast.

A choice of genius, you miģt think, that deep seductive blue: but as you
mounted the stairway, and the ceiļi g became clearer, you found that it was not a

ceiling at aĮl. Lutyens had called the Indian sky itsel{ into his design, and had left
his staircase court roofless to the staĪs.

In exile

Deep Asian skies, cummerbunds, handsome young aides and sunburnt girls,
gleam of iance, glitter of lanterns in the Mogul gardens - yet despite the glamow
of it all, even at the top of the hierarchy there nagged āt the impeĪialist mind the
insidious curse of homesickness. Viceroy or Company cierk, general's lady or

corporal's wife, they dreamed of Britain far away. The pull of home remained
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poignant and powerful, even among peopĮe who had spent most of their ļives in
India, or families who had served this. empire f or 8eneĪations - even sometimes/
indeed, amorr8 Eurasians, haļf British, half Indian, who had never set foot in
Blitain at aļļ.

The memsahib suffered most. She was the most exiļed o{ the exiles, and she
palliated the oļd longing-in the only way she could, by making her house, be it
never so palatial, as much ļike home as possible. In the earlier-years of imįerial
rule, when there were few British \^/omen about, the interiors of AngloLndian
houses often ļooked as much Indian as Anglo. They were generallĮ .pr.."ty
equipped. In r 8z 3 Bishop. Heber the hymn-writer, found mo.. f th. g.ärt iorr...
of Chowringhee only half-furnished; another visitor reported o{ his Įodgings rn
Madras that there were no pictures on the walls, no curtains on the windows and
no cushions on the chairs; Wiļļiam Hickey, in the same'city, was put up in ,a large
haļļ, without a single article in it except a crazy oid couch,. Ä"a tti. iļ o*
Honoria Lawrence described her bedroom at Lahore in rg5 r: ,A naked, comfort-
Iess ļook in the room . . . ceiling bare beams and rafters; walls bare ļim., 

"āīįrr"agrey; floor covered with chintz; bed without curtains or posts,.
Later, as Gothic changed the outsides of Anglo-indian buildings, victorian

taste changed the insides. By the r 86os the Vicereine Lady CanningĻas defining
AngĮo-Indian decor as consisting of 'round tabļes in the middļe, cha-irs all around,a d an ottoman on each side', and a photograph of a Madras diawing-roorn then
shows it rather attractively hybridized. Tįe-floor is covered onļyĻith rattan
matting, somewhat frayed at that, much of the furniture is locaļ cÄe and straw,
the iong room is brilĮiantly light and airy: but the trimming. 

"rā "tr."ayconventionaļly Victorian _ whatnots, cowrie shells, iingle_jangle g-lass vases/ one
oĪ_ two lugubrious sporting trophies, a spinet in one corner and lotus-shaped
oil-Iamps affixed to aļļ the waļļs.

Later stiļļ the memsahib often succeeded in making her rooms almost entirely
British. She dįd not generaļļy have much furniture, and' what she had was stiļļ
locally made, but she made up for it with orname ts and incidentaĮs. At one end
was Lady canning, in her Government Houses, using chintzes and pictures of the
royal family to make her sitting-room'pretty cool and English,. Aithe other end
was youĪ run of the miļl Anglo_Indian housewife, whose aim it was to reproduce
the more bourgeois consolations of Guitdford, Stowe or Aberdeen in theį exotic
cļimes: with pictįļIes iammed to8ether on eveĪy waii, water-coļours o{ the
Highlands or portraits of Mother and Father in ox{ord frames - with flowered
wallpapers and looped curtains - with innumerable pots of posies, and ashtrays
mounted in chair-arm saddļes with dangling spurs/ and big brass trays on
mahogany legs one day to be reborn in distant retįrement-cottages - with
arĪan8ements of bamboos and grasses in polished brass sheli-cases in the corner -with Calcutta-made pianos brightiy polished, Mendeļssohn or Sulļįvan on the
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music-stands - the whole ensemble only faintly stirring irr the bręęzę Q{ (hę
punkahs, or the creaking electric fans in the ceiling.

Īt was the dėcor o{ exiļe: and outside in the garden, potted or bedded lovingly
in the shade, phlox, rose, geranium and antirrhinum loyally ignored g"ogrrpĒy,
history and architecture aļike ('My violets are įn bloom', wrote one pįoiho-"-
sick memsahib in r 9o6, 'dear little Engiish flowers . . . care{ully, one by one, have
I gathered enough to make me a buttonhole').


