LIFE IN THE ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSE. Questions for Sessions
Session 1. The Medieval House
Answer the following questions:

Girouard. Life in the English Country House

Chapter 1. The Power House

What were the original functions of the country house?

What was the power of the power houses based on?

How did the country house operate as image-maker?

How was the upkeep of the country house financed?

Discuss, on the model of the Walpoles and the Verneys in Norfolk, how the country house could be aggressively deployed in the power game.

How did the power houses operate as pleasure houses?

What was the likely ratio of town and country living in the heyday of the country house?

How did the town fertilize the country?

Why did the feeling emerge in the early nineteenth century that town and country had to have a different aesthetic?

How did the shift occur from the medieval society based on classes/households containing different groups to a society containing different classes with their own class interests?

Chapter 2. The Medieval Household

How was the movement of the household organized when the lord wanted to shift his base to his next manor/lodge/castle?

What were the functions of the seemingly exorbitantly big households in the Middle Ages?

Who were gentleman servants and what was their role in the household?

What were the benefits of household service for these gentle servants?

How did great households serve as noble nurseries?

What officials of the household were responsible for running the lord’s houses and estates?

What were the functions of the riding household?

How were the retainers recruited?

What servants in the hall, the bedroom and the stables were responsible for the daily rituals of ostentation surrounding the lord’s existence?

To whom was hospitality extended?

How was Christmas celebrated in great households?

What servants made up the staff responsible for providing the lord’s table with food?

In what functions were women employed in these all-male households?

Chapter 3. The Medieval House

What functions were fulfilled by the hall?

What was the sitting arrangement in the hall during mealtimes?
What were the three doors facing the dais at the other end of the hall for?

Why was a screen to conceal them introduced?
What specific features characterize medieval kitchens?
What was a ‘great chamber’?
What caused the lord’s retreat from the hall to the great chamber?

 What roles were given to the yeoman servants when preparing the board for their lord in the great chamber (according to the Harleian regulations)?

What roles were played by the sewer and carver?

How were distinctions of precedence signalled by one being placed ‘above the salt’ or at ‘the board’s end’?

How was the serving at the board organized for those who ate in the hall?

How was the ‘mess’ used to indicate status?

What happened to the left-overs?

What ceremonies attended the clearing away of the boards in the great chamber?

What considerations moved the great chamber to the first floor?

How were medieval great chambers decorated?

What was a lodging?

What was a medieval closet?

What was a privy?

What was a privy chamber?

What was a parlour?

What role was played by the constable of a castle?

What options were there for the host and his household when he entertained a guest of a superior rank with an entourage?

What were the continued attractions of the tower house even when it had lost its military advantages?

In what ways do the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge and their derivatives retain their medieval character?

What may have been the reasons for building self-contained super-towers in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries?

What was a ‘secret house’?
What were hunting lodges for?

Malory. Le Morte Darthur
Book Seven

Why did King Arthur’s steward Sir Kay think it proper to mock Beaumains and what was the gravest insult he could think of for a man of honour?

Where did Beaumains eat and sleep as a scullion and where was he pointedly entertained by Lancelot and Sir Gawain to underline their different perception of his true status?

Why does the damosel find it hard to give credit to Beaumains’s great exploits and thinks it proper to constantly insult him?

How does Beaumains gain honour, lands and the fealty of innumerable knights?

Why is everybody who comes into contact with Beaumains so keen to learn his true name and descent, including Dame Lionesse?

What are considered sure signs of Beaumains’s good breeding by those who witness his exploits?

Why was it imperative for Beaumains to sleep in the hall for his love tryst with Dame Lionesse?

How is Beaumains hospitably accommodated as a knight-errant in the castle of the Duke de la Rowse?

In what capacity did Beaumains’s new retainers serve him at his wedding feast and what kind of social relations were signalled by their choices?

Session 2. The Elizabethan and Jacobean House

Answer the following questions:

Girouard. Life in the English Country House
Chapter 4
What Tudor reforms eroded the medieval model of running a great household?

How was the need to be present at the court where the action was instrumental in cutting down the size of the household?

How were allegory and ‘devices’, so dear to the Elizabethans, expressive of the order of the macrocosm?

What functions were assigned to the great chamber by Elizabethans?

What musical and other entertainments were habitually provided in the great chamber?

What were the ceremonial rules for lying-in-state in the great chamber?

How were Elizabethan great chambers decorated?

What changes occurred to the ceremonial staircase leading to the great chamber?

What was a ‘withdrawing chamber’?

What were galleries for and how were they decorated?

What was the parlour for?

What were the Elizabethan banquets like?

How were lodges employed in this period?

Why was it important to have at least one set of the best lodgings in a house apart from the family’s own quarters?

How could one benefit or not benefit from a royal visit?

Why did the compact house supplant the courtyard house?

Wyatt. Mine Own John Poins
Sir Thomas Wyatt (1503-42) was a courtier, diplomat and the poet who introduced the Petrarchan kind of love poetry into England. He was born in Kent, educated at Cambridge, had visited Italy in 1527, was a seasoned diplomat before the age of twenty-five, serving as ambassador to Spain and the Holy Roman Emperor Charles I. He spent two periods in the Tower under suspicion of treason (in 1536 and 1541). This poem, based on the 10th satire by the Italian Luigi Alamanni, was written during his banishment from court in 1536.

What are the pleasures of the honest life on one’s estate when compared to the numerous dissimulations of the courtier’s existence?

Surrey. Prisoned in Windsor, He Recounteth His Pleasure There Passed
Henry Howard, earl of Surrey (1517?-47) was a courtier and poet who shares with Wyatt the distinction of introducing Petrarchan poetry into England. He also introduced blank verse with his translation of the ‘Aeneid’. He was condemned and executed on a frivolous charge of treasonably quartering the royal arms (i.e. including them in his own coat-of-arms, thus signalling royal pretensions) and advising his sister to become the king’s mistress. This poem was written in the summer of 1537 when Surrey was imprisoned at Windsor Castle for striking a courtier. He recalls his boyhood stay at the castle (1530-32) as a companion of Henry Fitzroy, the illegitimate son of Henry VIII who died in his teens.
What are the pleasures of a castle boyhood?
Session 3. The Formal House

Answer the following questions:

Girouard. Life in the English Country House

Chapter 5. The Formal House

What revolutionary changes occurred to the arrangement of the most important rooms in the middle of the seventeenth century, on the model of Coleshill House?

How did the French sequence of the grand salon-antechamber-chamber-cabinet differ from the English sequence of hall-withdrawing chamber-bedroom-closet?

How did following French fashions change the names and functions of traditional English rooms?

What were the English justifications for retaining the big hall instead of introducing the smaller vestibule of the French kind?

What were the results of putting the servants’ hall in the basement?

Why was the common parlour introduced?

What were backstairs for?

What had happened to the number and social standing of the body of servants in the great houses by the seventeenth century?

What changes had occurred to steward of the household?

How had the roles and position of the former yeomen servants changed?

What had happened to the status of medieval footmen?

What jobs were now assigned to female servants?

What alternative routes of advancement to the service in a great household had appeared to make medieval households redundant?

How did the organization and architecture of the great house and its gardens reflect absolute monarchy and the attendant hierarchy based on rank?

How did the ‘axis of honour’ operate in the formal house?

What was a man’s levée like and what purposes was it meant to serve?

How could the levée be bypassed?

What was a woman’s levée like?

What changes were brought to the formal house by the introduction of Palladianism in early eighteenth century?

Chapter 6. First Interlude: Virtuosos and Dilettanti
How was learning viewed by the secular and spiritual lords in the Middle Ages?

How was the prestige of learning raised by the secular bureaucracy under the Tudors?

How did the closet operate s a learned man’s private study?

When and how did the first libraries in country houses appear?

What was the role of the Earl of Arundel and Elias Ashmole in making collecting artefacts fashionable?

What did the term ‘virtuoso’ mean in the 17th and early 18th centuries?

What were the virtuosos’ motives of putting together their collections?

What objects could be found in a virtuoso’s cabinet?

Why did the reputation of virtuosos deteriorate in the latter half of the 17th century?

What is the difference between the 17th-century virtuosos and the 18th-century dilettanti?

How were the souvenirs of the Grand Tour displayed in country houses?

Marvell. Upon Appleton House, to my Lord Fairfax
Andrew Marvell (1621-78), educated at Cambridge, further augmented his education with four years’ travelling on the Continent. In 1650 he became tutor (for about three years) to Mary Fairfax, daughter of Lord Fairfax, the distinguished Parliamentary general who had just retired from active service. Fairfax possessed a number of family seats, one of them, but not the principal, being Nun Appleton, described in the poem. In 1653 he took up another tutorial post with Cromwell’s ward, William Dutton, and in 1657 became Milton’s assistant Latin secretary to Cromwell. After restoration he entered Parliament, representing his hometown Hull, and became a violent polemicist, attacking the corruption of the court and state. The bulk of his poems was published after his death, in 1681.

What are the merits of the estate?

What is the house’s history prior to its becoming the possession of the Fairfax family?

What kind of gardens did General Fairfax create at Appleton House after leaving active service?

How does Marvell employ metaphors of war to describe the garden and its surrounding estate?

How has he brought in commentary about the King’s execution?

How does Marvel respond to the pleasures to be found in the meadows and the woods?

In what terms does Marvell flatter his charge Mary Fairfax and by implication his employer?

Session 4. The Social House

Answer the following questions:

Girouard. Life in the English Country House

Chapter 7. The Social House

What was a landowner’s ‘interest’ in the eighteenth century?
What caused a growing gap between the polite world of the aristocracy, gentry and the professional classes on the one hand and the servants, farmers and the smaller freeholders on the other?

What happened to ‘ancient hospitality’ as a result of this gulf?

How did the ‘polite society’ define itself?

How did better-sprung carriages and increasingly better roads revolutionize the social life of the upper classes?

What activities would they now prefer to staying at home in the country?

What components made up the regular entertainment from the sixteenth to the early eighteenth century?

What is an assembly and its varieties the masquerade, ridotto, ridotto al fresco, the drum and rout?

How did country houses try to cope with the emergence of assembly rooms in towns?

What changes were introduced to the axis of honour in Norfolk House in London?

What were the attractions for country house builders of Sir Robert Taylor’s adaptation of the Norfolk House plan for smaller houses?

Why was the central staircase plan so convenient for entertaining?

What was dinner in the new dining room like?

How did the ladies occupy themselves in the drawing room when they retired from the dining room after dinner to leave the men to their bottle?

What were eighteenth-century apartments like?

What role was now played by the housekeeper?

What was the still-room for?

How were the garden circuits rearranged to reflect new tastes in outdoor entertaining?

Pope. Epistle to Miss Blount, on Her Leaving the Town, after the Coronation 
Alexander Pope (1688-1744) was the son of a Roman Catholic linen-draper of London. He lived with his parents at Binfiled in Windsor Forest and was largely self-taught. He made his reputation  and fortune in London with his translation of Homer’s epics ‘Iliad’ and ‘Odyssey’ and in 1719 bought the lease of a house at Twickenham in the fashionable Thames valley where he spent the rest of his life. About this time he became strongly attracted to Martha Blount, addressed in the poem below, with whom his intimacy continued throughout his life.


The coronation mentioned in the poem is that of George I in 1714. Martha Blount loved to call herself ‘Parthenissa’ in her correspondence; her sister Teresa adopted the name ‘Zephalinda’. The poem is addressed to Teresa, upon her leaving London for the country.

What are the ‘joys’ of country life when compared to the entertainments available in London?
Morris. Town and Country

Charles Morris (1745-1838) was an army officer and songwriter. He was born in Ireland of Welsh parents. He served in the Royal Irish Dragoons and His Majesty’s Life Guards in London. In 1785 he became punchmaker and bard of the Sublime Society of Beef Steaks, a famous society limited to 24 members. The original core of the society was made up of celebrated actors, artists, writers and musicians, who were later joined by noblemen, royalty, statesmen and great soldiers. The Club met every Saturday between November and June to ceremonially eat steak served with onions and baked potatoes, accompanied by port. The dinner over, the rest of the evening was devoted to noisy revelry. Morris performed as bard after Club dinners at the Covent Garden Theatre, the headquarters of the Club.
What are the merits of London and the demerits of life in the country?

Jenyns. The Modern Fine Lady

Soame Jenyns (1704-87) came from the gentry, his family seat being in the county of Cambridge which he in later life represented as a Member of Parliament. He attended the University of Cambridge but did not graduate. His youthful poems are elegant, satirical and witty. As MP he wrote controversial political and philosophical pamphlets in beautiful Addisonian English. In private life he was a man of great mildness and sweetness of temper.
What kind of existence awaits the glamorous young lady from London in the country when she has lost her looks and fortune?

Lloyd. The Cit’s Country Box

Robert Lloyd (1733-64) is a poet and satirist. He was educated at Westminster School and Cambridge but ruined his life and prospects by joining his lifelong friend and fellow satirist Charles Churchill in pursuit of drink and dissipation, dying in debt and broken in Fleet prison shortly after the death of his friend, being only thirty-one.

What is the social background of the Citizen of the poem who procures for himself a Thames-side villa?

What modern follies are ridiculed by the poet when the Citizen and his wife set about redecorating their new acquisition?

Cawthorn. Of Taste. An Essay
James Cawthorn (1719-61) was a son of a Sheffield upholsterer. After graduation from Cambridge he was elected head-master of Tonbridge grammar school where he established a library. As a poet he modelled himself on Pope, writing moral epistles and tales in his manner.

What foreign imports in the matter of taste are ridiculed in the poem as incongruous and un-English?
Aikin. Picturesque. A Fragment
John Aikin (1747-1822) was a doctor by profession, having educated himself at Edinburgh, London and Leiden in Germany. He was drawn to literary pursuits early on, editing or contributing to various magazines and finally retiring from medicine altogether. With his sister, the writer Anna Laetitia Barbauld, he published a series of volumes entitled Evenings at Home for elementary family reading which were translated into almost all European languages..

How are the landscape gardener’s pretensions ridiculed in the poem?
Session 5. The Informal House

Answer the following questions:

Girouard. Life in the English Country House
Chapter 8. The Arrival of Informality

What factors contributed to the new enthusiasm for country living and country pursuits in the latter half of the eighteenth century?

How was the new craze for fox-hunting related to ‘improvements’?

What improvements in transport contributed to the new popularity of the country?

How did the invention of the bell-rope and the bell-pull revolutionize country house desing?

How did the new asymmetric house differ from the Palladian houses of the first half of the eighteenth century?

What is a cottage ornée?

Why were bedrooms from now on to be found only upstairs?

What functions were now fulfilled by the dressing room?

What is a house-party?

What did a typical day of a guest/a member of the house-party look like?

How did the drawing room and library act as venues for formal and informal daytime activities?

What arrangements took the place of the formal circle, now abandoned?

What socio-political concerns induced the upper classes to revive the mediaeval custom of entertaining the lower orders with dinners and dances on their estates?

Why did building castles become fashionable again?

Chapter 9. Second Interlude: Early Country-House Technology

How were rooms heated from the Middle Ages to the late eighteenth century?

How had medieval castles and houses been provided with water?

What had mediaeval privies been like?

What was the donkey-wheel used for?

What is a close-stool?

How was rainwater used in flushing the toilets?

How did better pumping-systems revolutionize internal plumbing and garden design?

What is a buffet?

Why were country-house owners slow to install water closets and bathrooms though the technology was available already in the early eighteenth century?

What were the eighteenth-century cold baths like?
How was ice stored?

How did the ‘Rumford stove’ revolutionize fireplaces?

How did the system of bells work to summon servants?

When did shower-baths and water-closets become widespread?

Austen. Northanger Abbey

The Bath season lasted from October until early June. By the 1770s all but the smallest town in England had assembly rooms for the entertainment of polite society. All other resorts except Bath had only the summer season, running from June until September. 

The Upper Assembly Rooms at Bath was a grand Palladian building with a huge ballroom, lit by fires blazing in four fireplaces, 200 candles in chandeliers and 80 more in wall fixtures. The perimeter of the room was taken up by three tiers of benches overlooking the dance floor. An attendance of 500 to 600 was common and the numbers might rise to 800 on special occasion.

The evening would start at 6 o’clock. The men would arrive on foot, the ladies in sedan chairs, very few in a carriage, for Bath was a pedestrian city. They would pay an entry fee at the door but most would have taken out a subscription for the season. They would hand their coats and cloaks to attendants in the lobby and pass straight into the ballroom – except for a few older or staider couples who would make for the card room and spend the evening there.


At six the musicians in their special gallery would strike up and for two hours only minuets would be danced. Each involves a single couple dancing watched by the rest of the company. At eight country dances would commence. These were danced by pairs arranged in long columns so that successive pairs at the head of the column could weave their way down to the bottom, giving every pair a chance to perform while other dancers watched them. This was the time for the participants to flirt and look around and for the spectators to gossip and observe them. At nine the dancing and card games would be abandoned for tea in the tea-room. Tea, coffee and light refreshments would be served from a counter and brought by waiters to the tables. Then the company would return either to the dance floor or the card tables. At eleven o’clock sharp the evening would end.


The arrangements just described would be characteristic of a dress ball. There were two of these each week, one in the Upper and one in the Lower Assembly Rooms, and two less formal cotillion or fancy balls, at which no minuets were danced. The rooms were also used for subscription concerts and could be hired for private parties. During the day they were open for cards, strolling and conversation.

What are Catherine Morland’s impressions of her first ball at the Upper Rooms?

How is social control implemented by Mr and Mrs Allen during Catherine’s second ball at the Lower Rooms when their charge is introduced by the master of ceremonies to Mr Tilney and the young couple embark on an acquaintance?

What entertainments are available for the polite society in Bath?

How is polite behaviour in men highlighted in Mr Tilney’s comparison with Mr Thorpe?

How is polite behaviour in women highlighted in Miss Tilney’s comparison with Miss Thorpe?

How is the house-party used by General Tilney to court Catherine for his son Henry?

How are Gothic romances made fun of by comparing Catherine’s expectations and the reality of Northanger Abbey?

Session 6. The Moral House

Answer the following questions:

Griouard. Life in the English Country House
What social circumstances caused the shift from the classical Georgian villa to the enormous and ostentatious piles of the Victorians?
What was the mechanism of social acceptance of the new money by the old aristocracy like?

What considerations caused the new shift to greater morality and emphatic domesticity?

What was the new beau-ideal of the English country gentleman like?

Why was the Gothic style seen as particularly appropriate to express these new ideals?

What modern conveniences were available to the Victorian house owners?

What changes occurred in the servants’ wing?

What were the housekeeper’s spheres of responsibility?

What were the butler’s`?

What did Victorian kitchens look like?

How was laundry done?

Why were the upstairs and downstairs communities so determinedly segregated?

What were the incentives for serving in a great house?

How were children accommodated?

Why did the baronial hall make a comeback?

How did serving á la Russe change dining?

What is a ‘morning call’?

How did the five o’clock tea evolve?

How did the smoking room become the nexus of the male domain in the Victorian house? 

Surtees. Mr Sponge’s Sporting Tour 
Robert Smith Surtees (1805-64) is the best loved of Victorian hunting novelists. A squire’s son and trained as a lawyer, he loved hunting more and became a full-time sporting journalist for the Sporting Magazine. For years he was editor of the New Sporting Magazine which he co-founded. In this journal he published the ‘jaunts and jollities’ of his most famous creation, the cockney grocer, huntsman and squire, Jorrocks. There followed a number of other sporting takes, all serialised in magazines or newspapers, the best of them being Mr Sponge’s Sporting Tour, serialised in The New Monthly Magazine from 1845 to 51. After the death of his elder brother and father, he inherited his family seat Hamsterley Hall. His estate contained coal-mines and he farmed his land profitably, so he did not have to write professionally to earn a living. This freedom to write for his own pleasure gives his writing an engagingly slapdash and charming quality.
Who is Mr Sponge?

What kind of character is his side-kick, Mr Leather?

What is a drag hunt?

How does Mr Sponge make his money?

What kind of humbug is Mr Jawleyford of Jawleyford Court?

What kind of relationship has Mr Jawleyford with his tenants?

What kind of seat is Jawleyford Court?

What is Surtees’ opinion of the conversational powers of the English? 

What is a grand dinner like in the Jawleyford establishment?

What kind of collector is Jawleyford?

How does Mr Sponge plan to use his stay at Jawleyford Court as a way to a lucrative marriage?

What are the ways available to the family and household of sounding out a prospective son-in-law?

What kind of men were the fourth and sixth earls of Scamperdale who had decided to ‘live’? 

What kind of man is the eighth earl who, though having money, has decided to ‘starve’?

How can an ambitious farmer’s family ruin itself by welcoming a ‘meet’?

What means are at the disposal of the host to get rid of an unwanted guest?

 Session 7. The Irish Country House

Answer the following questions:

Cannadine. The Decline and Fall of the British Aristocracy
Prologue

Who constituted the class of small landowners?

Who constituted the class of middling landowners?

Who constituted the class of territorial magnates?

Who constituted the hereditary nobility?

Who constituted the landed gentry?
In what ways was the life of the territorial elite different from the rest of the population?

How did the governing elite ensure their continued presence at the apex of society through administration, law, the army, the church and the civil service?

What did the ownership of land signify until the 1870s?

How were the British landowners placed, in terms of wealth and status, in comparison with the continental territorial elites?

Why was the British titled elite so small and tightly knit, and consequently so much more consequential than the continental one?

What was the landed elite’s relationship to time that made them different from other classes?

What factors contributed to the sudden malaise of the agrarian sector all over Europe in the 1880s?

What factors undermined the status of landed elites in the 1880s?

Chapter 2. The Embattled Elite
What changes to representation were brought along by the Third Reform Act of 1884 and 1885?
How did the peers’ response to Lloyd George’s People’s Budget of 1909 undermine their own position? 

What steps led to the crisis of 1911 and the emasculation of the House of Lords?

What did the inquiry, initiated by Lord Derby, into the pattern of landownership in the British Isles unexpectedly reveal and what were its consequences?

What accusations and demands was the anti-landlordism campaign centred on in the 1870s and 1880s?

How was the transfer of land from the landlords to the tenants carried out in Ireland?

Why was Lloyd George’s People’s Budget of 1909 so ominous for the landowners?

What impact did the First World War have of the landed classes?

Chapter 3. The Decline and Dispersal of Territorial Wealth
What global factors contributed to the landowners’ plight from the 1870s onward?

How was the fall of agricultural prices reflected in the landowners’ ability to meet their fixed financial obligations and obtain mortgages?

How did the death duties, constantly on the increase since 1894, contribute to making landed estates economically unviable?

What retrenchment measure could be employed by landowners to meet new financial obligations?

What British legislative measures killed off Irish landlordism?

How was the process finished off by the Irish Free State?

How was the liquidation of big estates carried out in Scotland?

What occasioned the breaking-up and dispersal of patricians’ art collections?

Why were country houses increasingly destroyed?

How was the landownership of London transformed in the early decades of the 20th century?

Chapter 4. The Erosion of Local Control
How did the Third Reform Act of 1885/6 change county politics?

What happened to parliamentary and county representation in Ireland in the wake of the Third Reform Act?

How did the landowners’ situation in Ulster differ from the South?

How were the interests of the landowning class to be represented under the Irish Free State and what came of it?

Edgeworth. Castle Rackrent
Maria Edgeworth’s (1767/8-1849) novel Castle Rackrent, first published in 1800, the year of the Act of Union of Great Britain and Ireland, depicts the life of the Protestant Ascendancy of Ireland in the pre-Union days. The narrator is the Rackrents’ long-serving steward Thady Quirk, deferential and naïve, who relates a life of debauchery and dissipation on the estate, while his worldly-wise son, Jason, devises the means to take over the property from the dissolute owners who inexorably head for destruction. The novel is a poignant social commentary, while also being the first regional novel in English.

What kind of collective portrait of Irish landlordism emerges from the novel?

Session 8. The Scottish Country House

Answer the following questions:
Girouard. Life in the Country House
Chapter 11. The Indian Summer 1900-40
Why was land safe no longer?

How could a landowner supplement his income in difficult times?

How had aristocratic attitudes to the newly rich changed by 1900?

Why did the desire to own a country house linger, even if was no longer socially and politically strictly necessary? 

How did the magazine Country Life bring together romantic buyers and desperate sellers?

How were attitudes to industrialization and urbanisation changing at the beginning of the 20the century?

What sections of society would associate the country with homespun virtues and rustic living and build accordingly?

What kind of house was now preferred by new buyers?

What did the new emphasis on the country house as above all a country product mean?

What was the epitome of the age – the Lutyens country house – like?

How did new technology influence the servants?

Why was service in a great house no longer an attractive career option?

What changes occurred in houses built after 1920?

How was the garden viewed after 1920?

How was modern technology reconciled with the cult of rustic living?

How can we describe the country house world after the Second World War?

Buchan. John Macnab
John Buchan (1875-1940) was born into the lower middle class family of a Scottish Free Kirk minister. He was a self-made man who put himself through grammar school and Oxford University on scholarships and by befriending the right people and marrying into the English aristocracy, made a career in publishing and politics, representing as MP the Scottish Universities and ending his career as the Governor-General of Canada, having been raised to the peerage and given the title Lord Tweedsmuir. In the 1920s he bought a modest country house in the Cotswolds, the very heart of romantic ‘Old England’, and adopted the lifestyle of an English squire on weekends. He also rented various houses in the Highlands for sporting holidays, for he loved walking, climbing and stalking and was a dedicated fisherman. All his favourite sports are lovingly rendered in John Macnab (published in 1925), as is the whole atmosphere of the sportsman’s holiday. The country houses in the novel are representative of the changes that had taken place over the previous half-century. Though he was not to the manor born, Buchan embraced the aristocratic and upper middle class world as his own and has left us a record of this now vanished world that is humorous and poignant and rendered with a vivid, tense and lucid style that has become his hallmark
What kind of house and establishment is Crask (Craosig)?

What kind of house and establishment is Haripol?

What kind of house and establishment is Glenraden?

What kind of house and establishment is Strahlarrig?
How has Buchan diagnosed the malaise of the Scottish aristocracy in Janet’s exhortations to Archie in Chapter 8?
And finally, Buchan is very explicit about what gives a gentleman like Lamancha his natural authority over lesser men. What is it? (The episode with Stokes in Chapter 14)?
Session 9. Destruction

Answer the following questions:

Strong. Country Life 1897-1997. The English Arcadia
The Creators of Arcadia

What kind of man was Edward Hudson, the founder of Country Life?

Why were the magazine’s country house pages so captivating and influential?

The Arcadian Vision

Why was the beau ideal of the English country squire so attractive to the Late Victorian middle-class traders and professionals?

Role-playing

How did the advent of the motor car change the idea of country living?

How were real country people viewed by the urban middle class professionals?

What components made up their fictional idea of ‘Merry Old England’?

What was the reality of country living like for those who worked on the land?

How was sport used in the late Victorian period to bring the old landed classes and the new money together?

What factors contributed to the increasing popularity of ‘the weekend’?

The Country House

Why was an elegiac tone adopted by the editors when they wrote about country houses in Country Life?

Why was Country Life the perfect vehicle for bringing together those who wanted to sell and those who wanted to buy?

What changes in society were signalled by the turn of the century enthusiasm for saving and restoring old manor houses?

What caused the building boom of small country houses while the great houses of the aristocracy were decaying?

How were the interiors of the houses manipulated by the editors and photographers of Country Life to sell to their readership the dream of ‘Olde England’?
Cottages and Gardens
What kind of ‘Olde England’ garden style was favoured by Country Life?

Arcadia at War
How did the First World War impact the cult of the countryside?

How were class relations changed for the lords and their tenants by their common experience of the trenches?

How did the war impact the status of women?

Why was the war so devastating for traditional country communities?

Keeping the Faith
How did the countryside change between the two world wars?

The Servants Depart
What government measures adopted to pacify the urban proletariat devastated British agriculture between the wars?

How did this crisis affect the country houses between the wars?

Design for Living
How did the departure of servants revolutionize the running of big houses?

Preserving Arcadia
What measures were taken between the wars to protect the countryside against the incursions of the motor car, the ribbon development and the general disregard for the past?

Why were great London houses demolished between the wars?

What was the essence of Lord Lothian’s address to the National Trust in 1934 and why was its impact initially not very big?

Isolation

How did the Second World War give a boost to the mechanisation of the countryside?

A New Iron Age

What kind of places were the New Towns built after the war?

How did Country Life view the official post-war enthusiasm for modernism?
A Struggle to Survive

What was the response of both the Labour and Conservative governments to the plight of country house owners after the Second World War?

How did redevelopment become a threat to old towns and villages?

How was Victorian architecture reappraised after the war?

Session 10. Survival

Answer the following questions:

Strong. Country Life 1897-1977. The English Arcadia
The New Affluent Arcadians

Who were the new affluent people who flooded the countryside?

How did their views of what constituted the country idyll clash with the interests of the farmers?
Why did these newcomers adopt the Arcadian myth as their own?

Cannadine. The Decline and Fall of British Aristocracy
What has been the economic, political and social status of aristocracy and gentry in the post-war years?

How was taxation after the war designed to destroy the landed estates?

How did taxation affect the ownership of farming land?

What happened to the great landholdings in London?

What happened to the remaining London palaces?

What institutional uses could be found for great but now dilapidated country houses?

What was the fate of the houses that could not find a buyer?

What happened to many aristocratic collections after the war?

What measures did the Labour government adopt to mitigate the plight of the mansions of the class they had destroyed?

Who were the pioneers in turning their country houses into stately homes open to the public?

How could hard-pressed aristocrats supplement their incomes in the City?

What factors contributed to the revival of aristocratic fortunes between the mid-1050s and mid-1960s?

What legislative measures brought on a new crisis in the 1970s?

How have patricians adapted to their changed financial circumstances?
Houghton Revisited. Vanity Fair, May 2013
What kind of establishment was Houghton when it was first built by Sir Horace Walpole?
Why has it been so well preserved in its 18th century condition?

What saved the house as a family home in the twentieth century?

How is the house financed today?

Sheik Shack. Vanity Fair, February 2015
Why is Dudley House so singular among London townhouses?

What was its history like up until the Second World War?

What is the profile of its new owner Sheik Hamad of Qatar?
