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Phonological and morphological variation in Forest Nenets expectedly involves a number of
dialect differences, for instance, western dialects differ from eastern dialects in exhibiting
denasalization (W mdtaka vs E mdatanka ‘cloudberry’), analogical forms of so-called alternation
stems (W yamtyuna vs E pimti ‘[s]he sits’), and generalization of secondary vowel stems in the
nominative singulars of consonant stem nouns (W myat°® vs E mydgq ‘tent’). Eastern dialects, in
turn, appear more innovative or at least more advanced in the processes of simplification of
consonant clusters (E kal ta- vs W kdl°pta- ‘wash [objects]’) and phonemization of short mid
vowels (E syot°pya vs W syiit°pya ‘giant’), although both of these changes seem to keep
spreading both geographically and across generations. Indeed, older speakers in the east have
more consonant clusters and fewer short mid vowels (W & older E jiitk °nu vs younger E jot°nu
‘morning’). By contrast, secondary vowel stems as explained above appear in the speech of
some younger representatives of eastern dialects, and they may also employ analogical forms of
alternation stems (yielding variations along the line W & younger E vs older E).

More conspicuous than geographic and generational differences are the variants found in the
Ist person singular and in the 3rd person singular and plural subjective verb-forms, exemplified
by 1sg jityinat® ~ jityem°q ‘1 live’, and 3sg jityina ~ jitye® ‘(s)he lives’ or 3pl jityinaq ~ jitye°q
‘they live’ that not only occur very frequently but seem to exhibit free variation across the entire
language community. Combined with dialect differences, triplets such as 3sg yimti ~ yamtyuna
~pamtyo® ‘(s)he sits’ are created. Although less prone to free variation, variants such as
tityutya ~ tityutna ‘it (e.g., a reindeer) is jumpy’ are both accepted by some speakers as well.
Further discussed will be pairs of regular and analogical variants of trisyllabic consonant-stem
nouns, e.g. jityepsy° ~ jityipsydan ‘livelihood’. At the phonological level, instances of initial x ~ s
(xagkata- ~ sagkatd- ‘swing’) and internal [ ~ ¢ (jolsy° ~ jotsy° ‘time’) variations also warrant
attention.

Moreover, even for a language that has only been cultivated in written form for a short period
of time, Forest Nenets orthography exhibits rampant instability. Not only are there notable
differences in the ways that published authors (BoxkakoBa, Bamna, Jloransi, [Tpuxonbko,
TypyTuna) write their language but each of the printed schoolbooks (a primer, a reader, and
two editions of a school dictionary) shows divergent spellings despite the fact that the same
interconnected Forest Nenets specialists (JJokyuaesa, [Isik née Bamno) were involved in the
preparation of all of them. Such diverse orthographic attestations may be based on genuine
variation in spoken language or, more commonly, on different implementations of phonological
principles.



Selected publications in Forest Nenets

M. 4. Bapmuy & U. A. Bamno: Byksaps 044 1 kaacca neHeykux wikoa (aecroti ouasexm). Cankr-Ilerepoypr:
[Ipoceenienne, 1993. [2-e uznanue 1999.]

M. 4. Bapmuu & U. A. Banno: Caosapv Heneyko-pycckuli u pyccko-reneyxuii (aectoti ouanekm). CaHkT-
ITetepO6ypr: IlpocserieHue, 1994.

E. H. BoxkakoBa: Pyccko-neneyxuii caosapw (aechoti ouasexm). Mocksa: Ukap, 1997.

M. C. [TIpuxoapKo: Xomaxy: KapmuHHblii CA08aPb pYccKo-Heujanckozo asvika. CaakT-IletepOypr: Mopcap,
2000.

M. 4. Bapmuu & U. A. Bamno: Caosape HeHeyko-pyccKuii u pyccko-HeHeukuli (AecHoll Ouaiexm). 2-e n3naHue,
nopabotanHoe. CankT-Ilerepoypr: IIpocsemenue, 2002.

I1.T. Typyruna: Hewan éangam, wiomnsagc” . JlereHypl M cKa3Kku JIeCHbIX HeHleB. HoBocubupck:
HoBocubupckwuii rocyfapcTBeHHbli yHuBepcureT, 2003.

E.T. Cycoit & A. W. Poxun: Tongaxoma 2. IlepeBop ¢ TYHIPOBOTO IUANIEKTa HEHELKOTO sI3bIKa Ha JiecHoi O.
WN. Dokyuaesoii. Cankt-IleTepOypr: [Ipoceemenue, 2006.

IOpwmit Bamna: Humu poocmea. XanTtel-Mancutick: MHdopManmonHo-u3narensckmii nentp I0IY, 2010.

TatBa u Anna Jlorausl: Ckasku Tamewt. Beimyck 1. OrBeTcTBeHHbl pefakTop: H. b. Komkapesa. XaHTbI-
Mamncwiick, 2016.



