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Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

[tables from Däbritz 2017: 66–68]

Tundra Nenets



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

[tables from Däbritz 2017: 66–68]

Forest Nenets



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

[tables from Däbritz 2017: 66–68]

Forest Enets



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

[tables from Däbritz 2017: 66–68]

Nganasan



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

[tables from Däbritz 2017: 66–68]

Taz Selkup



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

[tables from Däbritz 2017: 66–68]

South Selkup



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

[tables from Däbritz 2017: 66–68]

Kamas



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

[tables from Däbritz 2017: 66–68]

Mator



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

Singular
Nen & En Ngan Taz Selk South Selk Kam Mat

LAT *-ntə-n
*-kə- Px *-ntə-n *-ntə *-ntə *-ntə *-ntə

LOC *-kə-nå *-ntə-nå *-kə-nå *-kə-nå *-kə-nå *-kə-nå

ABL *-kə-tə *-kə-tə *-kə-tə *-kə-tə *-kə-tə



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

Plural
[Däbritz 2017: 76]



Local cases (LAT, LOC, ABL) are built
with co-affixes *-kə, *-ntə

Dual

Northern Samoyed  NO

Southern Samoyed NOM.DU + Cx



Origin of the co-affixes

A “standard” view:

–  -kə- and -ntə- are originally the LAT endings;
– LOC and ABL are LAT + LOC and LAT + ABL

(and LAT + LAT, too);
–  -kə is a derivational suffix with a locative meaning and

is to be compared to the PFU -ka/-kä
–  -kə = Nen -кы (Künnap 2000)

Collinder 1960: 283; Rédei 1996; Janhunen 1998:
469; Alatalo 1999: 16; Künnap 2000: 162; Mikola
2004: 100–101…



Locative adjectives on *-kə-jə are well attested

Nen.  *-kə-jə > -хы, -кы, -гы /-ki°/:
вың-гы ‘related to the tundra’, нум-гы ‘star’
(“celestial”), ер-кы ‘middle’, есӈ-гы ‘being in a trap’,
мя-кы ‘related to the home’, хой-хы ‘related to the
mountain’, хэв-хы ‘being on X side’ etc.

En.  *-kə-jə > xi, -ki, -gi
ŋaa-xi ‘celestial; Russian official’,
uδa-xi ‘передовой олень’ (which is in the hand),
me-ki ‘related to the home’

Ngan. *-kə-jə > kəə
labsə-kəə ‘the youngest child’ (“being in the cradle”),
ŋojbu-kəə ‘shaman’s head-gear’



Locative adjectives on *-kə-jə are well attested

Selkup -ki̮-l’
üt-ki̮-l’ ‘being in the water’, šöt-ki̮-l’ ‘being in the forest’



Locative adjectives on *-ntə-jə are well attested
at least in Nganasan

kəi-təə ‘being on X side’,
ŋuə-ntəə celestial; Russian official’
bi̮-təə ‘being in the water’

? Nen нёны /nyoni°/ ‘a pole set beside the door’ ← нё
‘door’

=> *-ntə is another locative formant, similar to *-kə.



Were *-kə and *-ntə used alone?

Nen.
хэ̇ңг /xeŋk°/ укрытие
хыңг /xiŋk°/ емкость, вместимость
неңг /nyeŋk°/ внутренняя часть заграждения

(напр. невода, загона; круг, образованный
нартами во время коллективной охоты на
песцов и т. п.)

Selk.
säq-qi̮ ‘dense forest’



Local cases and adjective agreement

Nganasan

Adjective case Noun case
NOM NOM
GEN GEN
ACC ACC
GEN LAT
GEN LOC
GEN ABL
GEN PROL



Local cases and adjective agreement

Nganasan

bəńďə-(ŋ) ma-tənu
all-GEN  tent-LOC

**bənsə-n mä-ntə-nå
  [all-GEN  tent]-IN-LOC



Local cases and adjective agreement

Inuit          [Van Geenhoven 1998:18]

Esta nutaa-mik  aalisagar-si-v-u-q
E-ABS fresh-INST.SG fish-get-IND-[-tr]-3SG
“Ester got (a) fresh fish.”

Esta nutaa-nik   aalisagar-si-v-u-q
E-ABS fresh-INST.PL fish-get-IND-[-tr]-3SG
“Ester got (more than one) fresh fish.”



Local cases and adjective agreement

Russian

[тет-и   Наст]-ин   платок
aunt.GEN  Настя-ADJ.POSS shawl
‘aunt Nastya’s shawl’



CONCLUSIONS

1. No reasons to assume that LOC and ABL are built upon
LAT; in fact all the three cases are built in the same
way.

2. Both co-affixes -kə and -ntə are primarily derivational
suffixes with a locative meaning.

3. The hypothesis about the derivational origin of the
locational cases is corroborated by the agreement
rules of the adjectives in Nganasan.
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