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Agenda IN HAMBURG

» Terminology: Information structure, focus and focus position
* Word order in Nganasan, Enets and Dolgan
* Interaction of focus position and word order

 Focus position in Nganasan, Enets and Dolgan
* Negative auxiliaries and focus position

 Russian influence?

 Further questions

7th International Conference on Samoyed Studies, 26.10.2018, Chris Lasse Dabritz (Universitit Hamburg) \“E\./




AKADEMIE DER
WISSENSCHAFTEN

Terminology IN HAMBURG

 information structure: “The information structure of a sentence
is the formal expression of the pragmatic structuring of a
proposition in a discourse.” (Lambrecht 1994: 5)

 levels of information structure (cf. Molnar 1991: 58ff.)
* topic-comment (what the sentence is about)

» theme-rheme (old vs. new; given vs. new etc.) = in other terms:
information status, reference tracking

 focus-background (what is important for the speaker in the given
context)
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Levels of information structure IN HAMBURG

A: What are your plans for the evening?
B: I don’t know yet.

A: Well, Diana and Mary wanted to go to the cinema. Nick will have a
party at home. And Peter hasn’t answered my messages yet.

B: And where are you going?
A: Ill probably go to the cinema.

* topic: I; comment: will probably go the cinema
 information status: I, cinema both given

* focus: to the cinema; background: I’ll probably go
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Scope of focus, focus

AKADEMIE DER
WISSENSCHAFTEN

POSitiOl‘l IN HAMBURG

 focus can be minimal, intermediate and maximal

* Peter studies [po linguistics.
* Peter [poc Studies linguistics.

* [roc Peter studies linguistics.

. = What does Peter study?
. = What does Peter do?
. 2 What’s up? What’s happening?

* “focus position” means the syntactic position of a minimally

focused constituent
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Focus position and word order IN HAMBURG

» SVO-languages = focus position at the right periphery, e.g. Estonian
(cf. Lindstrom 2017, Sahkai 2017)

(1a) Kes so00-b ouna?
who eat-3sGapple.PART
‘Who is eating an apple?’

(1b) Ouna $00-b [roc Naine].
apple.PART eat-3SG woman
‘A/the woman is eating an apple.’
(Sahkai 2017: 356)
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Focus position and word order IN HAMBURG

« SOV-languages - focus position immediately preverbal (cf. Kim
1988), e.g. Turkish:

(2a) Para-y1 kim cal-di?
money-ACC who steal-PST.3SG
‘Who did steal the money?’

(2b) Para-y1 [coc Emre] c¢al-di
money-ACC Emre steal-PST.3SG
‘Emre stole the money.” ~ ‘It was Emre who stole the money.’
(Erguvanli 1984: 48)

7 7th International Conference on Samoyed Studies, 26.10.2018, Chris Lasse Dabritz (Universitdit Hamburg) \“E\./
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i_ti_
| Data IN HAMBURG

 published Nganasan Spoken Language Corpus (NSLC), Universitat
Hamburg, Brykina et al. (2018)

* (yet) unpublished INEL Dolgan Corpus, Universitat Hamburg,
Dabritz et al. (201X)

» Digital Corpus of Enets; IJa RAN, Olesya Khanina and Andrey
Shluinsky; partly published within the project “The Endangered
Languages and Cultures of Siberia”

* from each corpus approx. 50 texts, 3,000-5,000 sentences ~
intonation units, 20,000 tokens

 annotated for Semantic Roles, Syntactic Functions, Information
Status, Topic-Comment, Focus-Background
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Data IN HAMBURG

#2 EXMARALDA Partitur-Editor 1.6.1 [C:\Users\Chris\Desktop\AsKS_19XX_Amulet_nar.exb] _
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ge FPST1-35G old. man.[MOIM] |head-35G-ACC |raise-PST1-35G Dyurbuo. [MOM] |Q say-PRS.[35G] old.man.[NOM] |Dyurbuo-35G-ACC |with son-DIM-35G.[
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me ‘tense-v:poss. po|n-I:case n-n:poss-nicase  |v-vilense-viposs.pn  |propr-mcase ptel  |v-vitense-v:pred.pn |n-mcase propr-n:poss-m:case | post |n-n>n-n:{poss;
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SeR A np.h:A 0.3.h:Poss np:Th np.h:A np.h:A
SYF 5 v:pred np.h:S np:O vipred n:pred vipred np.h:S np.h:S
T iv-active giv-inactive giv-inactive new-Q quot-sp 0.giv-active giv-active giv-inactive
Top p.int.coner top.int.coner top.int.coner
oc foc.int foc.ver
fg Der alte Mann hob seinen Kopf. "Ist es Djiirbuo?”’, sagt der alte Mann. Von Djiirbuo hat sich sein S6hnchen nie :
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UH
Word order in Nganasan, Enets and Dolgan IN HAMBURG

e traditionally both Samoyedic (cf. TereSCenko 1973: 283ff.) and
Turkic languages (cf. Johanson 1998: 57) are claimed to be
SOV-languages

 seems to hold true for Enets (cf. Siegl 2013: 361)

* Nganasan and Dolgan are claimed to be more complex; show
variation of SOV and SVO (cf. Wagner-Nagy 2002: 170f.;
Stapert 2013: 247)
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Word order in Nganasan, Enets and Dolgan

Instances of SVO in Nganasan and Dolgan:

(3)

(4)

Toti tahariaa n’akal’i-?o namsu-0a-mtu,
that now take-PF.35G.S meat-DST-ACC.3SG
huantu-a-bta-?a tonda-j npana?san-a-j.

trickery-VvBLZ-CAUS-PF.35SG.S that-ACC.PL human-EP-ACC.PL
‘Now he took his meat, he tricked those people.’
(Ng, JSM_080212_Hibula_flkd.091)

Bu icen berke ahin-ar hamaj-i-n.

this clairvoyant very feel.sorry-PRS.3SG Nganasan-3SG-ACC
‘This clairvoyant felt very sorry for the Nganasan.’

(Dlg, BaR_1930_DaughterOfNganasan_flk.013)
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Focus position in Nganasan, Enets and AKADEMIE DER

WISSENSCHAFTEN

Dolgan IN HAMBURG

* Expectations:
 Enets exhibits quite rigid SOV - preverbal focus position

« Nganasan and Dolgan exhibit to some extent SOV~SVO-variation -
variation of focus position (preverbal ~ postverbal/right periphery)
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Focus position in Enets IN HAMBURG

(5) [...] [goc Sal’onij-yon] aabi-a?. [goc D’eru-yon]  aabi-a?.
Sol’onyj-LOC.SG be-1PL.S forest-LOC.SG be-1PL.S

‘F[(S)ometimes we go up the river.] We are (then) in SoL’Onyj. We are in the
rest.’

(EnT; TuSU_20090816_MovingFromVoroncovo_nar.085-087)

(6) [...]1 kan’e-00? [foc ribak-?a].

leave-1SG.S fisherman-TRL
‘[ Then, when I worked at the collective farm ‘Northern’,] I became a
FIsherman.’

(EnT; TuZA 20080723 Life nar.021)

« Examples like (6) are rare!
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Focus position in Nganasan IN HAMBURG

context: speaker tells about her childhood and education

(7) Toni [poc bii? klasa] s’ati-d’ia-m hoda-ta-sa.
there ten class finish-pPST-1SG.S write-IPFV-INF

‘There I finished ten CLASses.’
(Ng, ASS_161024 _Life_nar.014)

(8) [...] panus mad-a-72-? mala-bada-to? [foc turku
real  tent-EP-AUG-PL build.tent-INFER-3PL.R lake.GEN
bara] .
edge.LAT

‘[Big tents are standing there.] The tents are apparently standing on the
SHORE of the lake.’

(Ng, ChND_ 041212 Girl_flkd.042)
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Focus position in Dolgan IN HAMBURG

context: the speaker tells about his children, where they work

(9) Onuga iihiis emie  uol-um [foc aVvijPOR-ka] tileli:-r.
then thirdagain son-1SG airport-DAT/LOC WOrk-PRS.3SG

‘Then my third son works at the AIRport.’
(Dlg, AnMS_1972_GoodSovietTimes_nar.055)

context: a man has found an ice hole

(10) Ojbon-ton  bik-pit [foc W icCi-te] .
ice.hole-ABL lean.out-pPST2.3SG water master.3SG

‘Out of the ice hole the master of WAter leaned out.’
(Dlg, AKEE_1990_PearlBeard_flk.014)
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“a B Focus position in Nganasan, Enets and AKADEMIE DER

WISSENSCHAFTEN

i'il" Dolgan IN HAMBURG
« 417 preverbal foci (95,2%) in Enets, 21 postverbal (4,8%)

» 204 preverbal foci (86,4%) in Nganasan, 32 postverbal (13,6%)
(NB: Nganasan data in progress)

« 584 preverbal foci (86,2%) in Dolgan, 93 postverbal (13,8%)

* tendency:
» rigid SOV - rigid preverbal focus position
« SOV~SVO-variation - preverbal ~ postverbal focus position
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Negative auxiliaries and focus position IN HAMBURG

* Nganasan and Enets form their standard negation with negative
auxiliaries

* in Enets auxiliary verb and connegative are mostly adjacent (cf.
Wagner-Nagy 2011: 101)

 in Nganasan constituents can be placed between auxiliary and
connegative (cf. Wagner-Nagy 2011: 107f.)

« what does this mean for minimally focused constituents?
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(11)

AKADEMIE DER
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Negative auxiliaries in Nganasan IN HAMBURG

%onctlext: a woman has got workers, she treats them badly, doesn’t give them
00

[foc Domsa-?ku-kal’it’a]  n’i-nti _ mi-ta-7, maa-gal’ito.
meat-DIM-EMPH.ACC NEG-PRS.3SG.S give-IPFV-CNG what-EMPH.ACC

‘She gives them no MEAT, NOthing.’
(Ng, KH_960811_TwoWomen_flkd.007)

context: on every day two animals go hunting, it is told what they are

bringing
(12) Helini n’ita-go-ti-? [foc maa-gal’ita] tadu-?.
sometimes NEG-ITER-TR-3PL.S what-EMPH.ACC  bring-CNG

‘Sometimes they bring NOthing.’
(Ng, KNT_960809_Animals_flkd.036)
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Russian influence? IN HAMBURG

« if the variation SOV~SVO in Nganasan and Dolgan would be
Russian influence, then one would expect:

» Nganasan and Dolgan had more and closer contacts with Russians then
Enets

* the variation SOV~SVO is increasing in newer recordings of speakers
with good proficiency in Russian
* the variation SOV~SVO is more present in contexts where other

Russian influence is present (topics like school, work, collective farms
etc.)
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Russian influence? IN HAMBURG

« if the variation SOV~SVO in Nganasan and Dolgan would be
Russian influence, then one would expect:

» Nganasan and Dolgan had/have more and closer contacts with
Russians then Enets 2 no clear evidence for that; contradicts the fact
that Enets is most endangered

* the variation SOV~SVO is increasing in newer recordings of speakers
with good proficiency in Russian = especially the Enets data are from
2000s; in Nganasan and Dolgan there are also older (1930s-1980s)
recordings where SVO and postverbal focus can be observed

.
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Conclusion and further questions IN HAMBURG

 Enets is much more rigid SOV than Nganasan and Dolgan

» focus position in Enets is immediately preverbel; focus position in
Nganasan and Dolgan is mostly immediately preverbal, but varies
(preverbal ~ postverbal/right periphery)

» How do negative auxiliaries and focus position interact in
Nganasan?

* How the syntax of pre- and postverbal foci can be reconstructed in
those languages?

« What could be a/the reason that there is a higher degree of
SOV~SVO-variation in Nganasan and Dolgan than in Enets?

« What about other Samoyedic languages? Nenets and Selkup?

21 7th International Conference on Samoyed Studies, 26.10.2018, Chris Lasse Dabritz (Universitdit Hamburg) \“E\/




AKADEMIE DER
WISSENSCHAFTEN

References IN HAMBURG

Brykina, Maria & Gusev, Valentiv & Szeverényi, Sdnodr & Wa ner-Naggr Beata. 2018. Nganasan Spoken Lafl_}%mge Corpus (NSLC). Archived in Hamburger Zentrum
fiir Sprachkorpora. Version 0.2. Publication date 2018-06-12. http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-C6F2-8.

Dabritz, Chris Lasse & Stapert, Eugénie & Arkhipov, Alexandre & Wagner-Nagy, Bedta. 201X. INEL Dolgan Corpus. Archived in Hamburger Sprachen fiir
Sprachkorpora. Unpublished.

Erguvanli, Eser Emine. 1984. The Function of Word Order in Turkish Grammar. Linguistics 106. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Johanson, Lars. 1998. The Structure of Turkic. In: Csaté, Eva A. & Johanson, Lars (eds.). The Turkic Languages. London: Routledge, 30-66.

Kim, Alan. 1988. Preverbal focusing and type XXIII languages. In: Hammond, Michael & Moravcsik, Edith & Wirth, Jessica (eds.). Studies in syntactic typology.
Typological Studies in Languages 17. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 147-169.

Lambrecht, Knud. 1994. Information structure and sentence form. Topic, focus, and the mental representation of discourse referents. Cambridge Studies in Linguistics 71.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

]54i4n7ds§1ébsm, 2017. Lause infostruktuur ja sénajirg. In: Erelt, Mati & Metslang, Helle (eds.). Eesti keele siintaks. Eesti keele varamu 3. Tartu: Tartu Ulikooli Kirjastus,

Molnér, Valéria. 1991. Das Topik im Deutschen und Ungarischen. Lunder germanistische Forschungen 58. Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell.

Sahkai, Heete. 2017. Expression of narrow focus in spontaneous Estonian dialogues. ESUKA 8 (2), 351-370.

Siegl, Florian. 2013. Materials on Forest Enets, an Indigenous Language of Northern Siberia. SUST 267. Helsinki: SUS.

Stapert, Eugénie. 2013. Contact-induced change in Dolgan: an investigation into the role of linguistic data for the reconstruction of a people‘s (pre)history. Utrecht: LOT.
TereSCenko, Natalya M. 1973. Sintaksis samodiyskix yazykov. Leningrad: Nauka.

Wg[%ner-Nagy, Beata. 2002. Mondattani attekintés. In: Wagner-Nagy, Beata (ed.). Chrestomathia Nganasanica. Studia Uralo-Altaica, Supplementum 10. Szeged:
SzTE Finnugor Tanszék, 145-186.

Wagner-Nagy, Bedata. 2011. On the Typology of Negation in Ob-Ugric and Samoyedic Languages. SUST 262. Helsinki: SUS.

22

7th International Conference on Samoyed Studies, 26.10.2018, Chris Lasse Dabritz (Universitit Hamburg) \“E\‘/



http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-C6F2-8

