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Polish pre-war law on economic activity and its foreign roots
Constitutional provisions about economic activity were placed only in three articles. Polish so-called March constitution from 1921 proclaimed: freedom of choosing profession and making business, freedom of individual property and establishing of economic and professional self-government. It was less than in the constitutions of neighboring states: for example, the constitution of Estonia proclaimed the right to strike as the first one. 

Poland inherited five different legal systems from the time of partitions. The unification of law concerning economic activity was introduced in 1927 by the decree called “Industrial law”. The law was based on old Prussian regulations coming from 2nd half of 19th century. The law proclaimed freedom of economic activity, but in fact this freedom was limited by many other laws. The decree regulated four kinds of economic activity (business): business with permanent site (free or based on concession), door-to-door business, local fair and craft business. About 60 different businesses were regulated separately, among them: banking, state’s monopoles, outwork business. The economic self-government was established, such as: industrial and commercial chambers, agriculture chambers, craft chambers. In 1933, during the economic crisis, the anti-monopole law was passed. Legal regulations concerning business were often changed in the pre-war Poland. Some of them survived the war and were in power in the communist Poland.      
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