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Abstract

The objective of the paper is to document the thesis that in the decisive period for the crystallisation of the modern economic doctrine on the Polish lands, which started in the second half of the eighteenth century and reached the mature stage in the first decades of the next century, two main and contradictory trends competed with each other. The first one, originating from and later referring to the ideology of the Enlightenment and economic development of Western Europe, was characterised by striving to transform the Polish lands (as an example of backward country in East-Central Europe) through gruelling industrialisation into a state which would be able to compete with the most developed countries of the West in different fields. The other one, crystallised at the beginning of nineteenth century, opposed all attempts at excessively rapid transformations. It referred to Adam Smith's thought and other classic economists, English "laboratory of events", social sensitivity and more "balanced growth".
