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I will talk about the status of the lower nobility in Livonia. I will try to show that their characteristic reign and their dominance as secular and ecclesiastical lords in the country was founded particularly on the "ius patronatus". It was conceded in 1524 in the course of the Protestant Reformation and the political turmoil of these centuries. I will try to show that this became a distinctive part of the old constitution of Livonia until perhaps 1918.

So my talk will concentrate on the 16th century! although it departs from Canon law, I will try to explain a particularity in the Estonian history, particularly in its Protestant tradition.






