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Adjudicating in petty offences concerning compulsory delivery of agriculture products in People’s Poland

The compulsory delivery of agriculture products in Poland was introduced in 1951. Its implementation was designed to subject farming to the principles of planned economy by its gradual collectivisation. Difficulties with providing supplies to cities were caused by abysmal economic policy of the communist government and they were tried to be solved by administrative and penal repression on large scale. The ideological factors resulted in pointing the repression at rich farmers.  
In 1952 boards judging petty offences were established and they punished farmers by fines.  They were high, especially for richer farmers “kulaks”, but for all groups of farmers they were severe. The efficiency  of these fines was not very high, because farmers did not want to pay. Then the authorities introduced an arrest as a substitutive penalty, if the farmer didn’t pay the fine. This  penalty gave good results – farmers started fulfilling the deliveries, but the system was very repressive. Particularly severe restrictions took part in 1954 when 5647 persons out of more than 103 thousands fined due to the failure to perform obligatory supplies were imprisoned.  In practice adjudicating boards have applied severe punishments without thorough examination of each case led to multiple mistakes and suffering brought over the rural population. Mainly smallholders and yeomen were the victims of such the attitude of adjudicating boards.
In 1955, when first syndromes of post-Stalin thaw started, the system became less repressive. ‘Mechanical’ punishments were replaced by educational talks to convince the charged to perform supplies voluntarily. Therefore in 1955 were only 345 farmers in prisons. In 1956 the range of the compulsory delivery was reduced and economic measures were applied to those, who didn’t fulfill the duty. They were abolished in 1971.

