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Analysis of the problems of Roman taxes and customs – not just republican and early principate – it is difficult because of the residual  (including non-legal) sources. The problem also exists as to subsequent, various types of taxes, fees and levies. The source basis concerns a much larger territory of the State and financial regulations for individual provinces (e.g. the tax system of Asia Minor, Egypt and Sicily was indirectly recycled from earlier, Hellenistic patterns) and is analyzed on the basis of various sources, also on the basis of epigraphic sources.  For example, Justinian at the beginning of his reign (around 527-528) reorganized, among others in Hellespont, a collection station for various types of debts, primarily cash, establishing a permanent tax collector – customs officer and customs chamber. The legislator set out the fees for crossing this sea area, imposed the obligation to clear customs duties on certain goods carried by sea and specified the tributes in kind. Kόμης στενῶν (αρχήν) was rewarded by fees charged to shipowners, and his job was to warn that no ship's captain would export or import wine and cereals and legumes without paying customs tax and did not pay tribute in kind. Fees of this kind should be understood as taxes or as duties in the proper sense.


