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In the Middle Ages Bruges was an important commercial center. Merchants from all over Europe gathered to do business. The Hanseatic League for instance had a kontor in Bruges. Without any doubt, it was one of the most international and buzzling cities of its time. The concentration of people and activities also had its downsides, with for instance a gigantic waste production, causing all kind of environmental problems. Interestingly, many of these problems were solved thanks to a sophisticated system which can be described as the “Flemish Human Waste Industry”. In my paper, I will analyze this “perpetuum mobile”, from the city till the countryside. First, there were the “meuraers” and their “deken”, who controlled if the citizens respected the city regulations (“hallegeboden”) regarding the environment. The “meuraers” were also responsible for a number of specific tasks, such as cleaning the city market places and collecting the street waste. Second, the “beerruymers” were the ones responsible for emptying the cesspools with human dung. A third category were the shippers, who brought the waste to the countryside, with their little boats. There it was sold to the farmers, who used it to fertilize their lands, (partly) explaining why Flemish agriculture was considered a true “Mecca” of agriculture, grabbing attention from foreign agronomists. 

