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Abstract

Until the end of the 18th century, commercial relations on the Polish territories had in principle been regulated by custom (only law on bills of exchange was regulated for Gdańsk and Elbląg in the acts from the years 1701 and 1758 respectively and, in the year 1775, by virtue of a nationwide act), adjusted to the feudal and particular conditions of the time. The establishment of the Duchy of Warsaw under the French protectorate in the early 19th century opened up a road to transplanting onto the Polish soil not only of the Code civil and Code de procédure civile, but also of the French Commercial Code of 1807, which remained in force until the interwar period. 
In my presentation I will focus on the way in which elements of foreign legal culture were influencing the economic environment in Polish territories in the first half of the 19th century. Based on selected examples from source materials preserved in archives, I am going to show the tendencies, visible at that time among traders engaged in individual trade activities, lawyers (notaries drafting notarial deeds documenting their individual activities, legal representatives of parties to court proceedings or judges adjudicating in commercial cases), and even representatives of governing circles, involved in certain enterprises.

