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Recruitment of the soldiers and the rural economy in the Later Roman empire. 
The Roman army of early empire was mainly composed of volunteers. The compulsory conscription (dilectus) was rare, sometimes restricted for specific areas and used in the case of emergency. However, this model of recruitment has changed to some extent in the late Roman period, starting from the military reforms of emperors Diocletian and Constantine. Although the volunteers were still important part of the army, some recruits might come from other sources; in fact the system of enlistment based partly on public compulsory service. 
There was a special group of citizens, who were enforced to perform military duties: sons of veteran soldiers. They were obliged to enlist and serve (if physically fit), just like their fathers. They had a choice in the time of Constantine the Great: either milita armata, service in army, or compulsory service in the municipal council (curia). In the course of time the latter possibility was abolished, and the municipal duties was alternative only for recruits unfit for military service because of body weakness or ill. 
“Hereditary” military service was supplemented by the special “military tax": onus temonarium (or protostasia), which was collected in kind and based on collective obligation. Taxpayers were obligated to supply some number of recruits, and the quantity of recruits depended on quality and size of taxed land. Great landowners had to provide one or more recruits, but poorer taxpayers were grouped in consortia: temones or capitula, which shared the burden. 
The latter form of supplying of the army ranks interfered with the interest of the landowners. Military draft of the peasants and skilled craftsmen could cause shortage of manpower in the land estates. This kind of nuisance was slightly tempered by the introduction of aurum tironicium. This method allowed the taxpayers to paid a sum of gold stated by law, instead of recruits without the danger of depopulation of rural society or reduction of the labour force.
Some legal sources of the late Roman period refers to the problems caused by impact of protostasia on the rural economy. In order to counter the risk of manpower shortage the  landowners hid the valuable recruits and sometimes provided the shelter to the deserters that fled from the ranks during the period of initial military training. In response they met the criminal responsibility. The issue will be discussed on the ground of series of imperial constitutions contained in the late Roman Codex Theodosianus under titles: De desertoribus et occultatoribus eorum (Deserters and their harborers, C.Th.7.18), De tironibus (On recriuts, C.Th. 7.13) De protostasia (C. Th. 11.23).
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