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of their educational failure or whether 1ftoi
mer tom of ongoing poor scbool per
e Sgn(;?slocation in existence prior to preg-
ey, and nts already well connected and attachec}
?alslccl}l"osotluelfvironments are less likely to dropai)rlé‘; ((i)y
S(()ZhOOI (attachment theoryl;gegzt“;hﬁor;?i e
o S'trugghntg (ilrllcsecgi)eogl,nzvnt are more likely to drop
envuon'm(eir‘lsru tion or cessation of educatlon.more
e e li inpa lower earning potential. Chlldr‘erli
- resud Slescent mothers are at an increased ris
ooy nd poor educational achievement, as
o Poverl?’ aminI;; teen parents themselves, creat-
Weu ¥ e(’;gntial intergenerational poverty. .In tbe
Uni thde Sl?totes this is particularly true for minority
Zﬁgemoﬂ?ers) who may already be d}ilstancae(;le 5122
i i nancy or where
z(eirlif?clzlso:reprrli)otra\tzilgl:eg for tgeir continued educa-

tional success.

Factors Influenci:g Tet?:n
and Educa _
izegsrs‘atgcs{:xual education a.md contragept;\i/;; il(z)azf
a significant role In teen b‘urthrates.1 (Illg ing <o
nd politics regarding sexual educ has
ti(;:,jtrz ?n significant differences 1n th.e1 lt)}{gepreg_
. i available.
e Sexu;rloegil;izlﬁierxiieare varied; tl};ose
n
that are multifaceted and broad bas}e):d };z;\rrzs gleat
to have the greatest success. rog : .
ot ot only on sexuality but on goal sett.mgb b
fO(}:lus lr;fe skills have been Shown_ to be e.:ffectlve t<i)n
(')t t;re United States and internatlonall)lrl1ntpre\sfre;1itte g
o j ancy as well as sexually tran
(; deizzlngtlljlreergrflacto};s that impz.lct teen pcrlegniircl)if
allsszincl.ude parental involvemer.lt in sexual etrliltc):ite t(;
ioeconomic status (which may con : )
ITOW SOCI(()ie tional opportunities) and a hlsto.ry 0
hmlt'ed ) uci/aor sexual abuse are additional varm‘blcs
PhYS{Cal o a teen’s risk of pregnancy. lnlzematmn—‘
o lncreasdeditional year of schooling for girls f:qunls
. ?Veryljl health gains for her future c_hﬂdren,
Forlligieri; loewer child morbidity and mortality rates.
inc

nancy prevention

F s
‘king to actively keep gir
d programs working
- et on agt accommodate those who become

in school or th .
glregnant help ensure a brighter future.

Educational Responses to Teen Pregnancy

cqual education, educational responses to tee¥i52e1§
; differ greatly across the United )Stz.ites. 1
tects. nant and mothering teens r}ght to equa
PQO?:tEZErZ%lé also prevents their forclzjlblfi 1'erri110(;/r?1
fror i s. School environ-
B e aploy. hostle or indifernt atiudes
e neanf teens, including rigid ab§entee poli-
t(.)warc.l p.r-egination against or condemnation of preg-
o dlsaml]) administration, infrastructure barriers
e sZnall desks or crowded hallwa}fs, refusal of
e a}i tO;)to allow the teen to participate_ln extracur-
;}ilfusl(;r Z(C)tivities, and indifference to physical needs of
Pregnarht te:tnlls;lents cannot be forced to particip.ate
in Iazleti?nz,tive schooling programs (whe}zlre ihzv?;;sr?
i heir will. However, hostile schoo .
gl be a coercive factor for students.eu.her to
om0 to join alternative programs. A SIgnlﬁcax_lt
ks Oi tJ'on of these alternative programs leads
i El : Illderstanding of whether equal educa-
T e rltlunities are being afforded all st.udents.
Uolrllal lgle:t accommodate student needs during artlld
iEte(r)Opregnancy (including child care) can greatly
improve students’ chances of success.

Jamie Clearfield
University of Pitisburgh

‘ ior; Sex
See Also: Adolescence; Adolescent Sexual Behavior
Education; Title IX.
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relaxation; however, it plays a vit
informer and mass educator because of its
range, and reach. A great deal of pe

and understanding is acquire
Television viewing has both positive and negative
outcomes. However, this contradictory background
system constitutes the informal education context.
Moreover, television provides learners with a new set
of cognitive skills, which challenge formal education
to respond to the changes arising from the environ-

ment. These conflicting opinions are connected to a
variety of aspects.

output,
ople’s knowledge
d by watching television.

Television-Viewing Habits and Motivation
Television underwent explosive growth as a mass
medium in the 1950s and brought the natural world,
entertainment, and education into living rooms
around the world. Television has enjoyed the status
of most dominant medijum in terms of reach, time
spent, and popularity for decades. Despite the steady
rise of the Internet, the average television viewing rate
has not decreased globally. However, developments
in information technology are changin

habits. In Western countries some

teenagers, already consider the Inte
| tant than television.

Anumber of factors, such as the
television services available,
different countries, and the
tontent available, influence how much television
People watch, According to the uses and gratifications
Approach, people are motivated to watch television by
If?ill‘ needs: the need for information, personal needs
I-.-_(1l't€_|uding the creation of identity and the desire for
S0cig] Comparison), social needs, and entertainment
feeds. In the case of television-watching habits, two

ﬁ;tl;:” of l:fei'mviur have been ll(‘)lt‘d:. instf‘mnen[a[
o g, which refers to greater selectivity in regard
> 3t being watched, which is connected to people's

d for nformation and which involves more edu-
al objectives; and ritual watching for entertain-
PUrposes, which involves sclecting the most
| A ‘ﬂl'gee(;j:-:(m .f rom those ayai.}u ble.
in n, e, ‘]ccpmllfm of televi
§ dccountin
48¢ groups,

g TV viewing
groups, especially
rnet more impor-

choice and range of
the demographic mix of
amount of home-grown

On

L

sion-watching is ritual ~ a
g for 80 percent of all viewing v
:-e- im@lieq : The average person is c;':lc.uFa'l.ed
Bung 241;;1 ly passive when watching television
® ogni ?urs a week. However,.as a rule, peo-
LTI I vely active when watching somethl.ng
Wy, Studies have shown that people with

al role as a public

broadcasting has more of a role as
broadcasting I:

create better understa nding of processe

fewer cognitive needs tend to watch more television,

while those with a higher level of educat

ion prefer
written media.

Television’s Effects

A large proportion of mass communication studies
are based on the assumption that media has a signifi-
cant effect on its audience, Television has been hailed
for its educational and cultural benefits,
feared for its disturbing influence.

On the one hand, watching educational programs
has been linked to a number of positive effects on
viewers, such as improved creative ability,
interest in books, wider vocabulary,
Ing, pro-social attitudes and behav
understanding of the wider world. On the other hand,
television viewing is blamed for a variety of social and
physical ills, including inactivity, obesity, diminished
social skills, a lack of morals, and aggression. Typi-
cally, television is also blamed for commandeering
people’s time and interests and for wasting time that

would otherwise be spent more constructively.

as well as

greater
language learn-
ior, and better

Television as an Aid to Learning
Television has offered

a new form of distance learning
and allowed people

to learn about a wide ra nge of sub-
jects, from culture (o astronomy and sociology. Televi-
sion is an effective tool for the acquisition and learning
of foreign languages, too, and television programs can
support the cultural and social integration of immi-
grants into a new community. In many countries
television has been used to augment education in the
broadest sense through formal education programs

that support school curricula and informal educa-

tion. Though commercial te

levision is considered to
be more entertaining

and driven by the market, public
an educator. Public
Wws vary from country to country, but
al principles are to inform, to educate,
0 promote debates and ration
erve national culture, |

ilmost univers

al discussions, to pre-
anguage and identity, and to
$ In society,

ducation system,
and guidance, tele-
an effective educational tool from a

Used as part of the formal o
nd with the right application
ision can be

very young age, contributing to the acquisition of
academic knowledge and to social
development. Television s e
two ways: (1)
of objectives ir

and emotional
mployed in education in
as a tool to support the achievement
1 other subjects and (2) as a learning
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environment in its own right to shape critical, con-  Parental [nvolvement; Online Education; Technology in
consumers of media.
ally discussed as part of the

nd yet the majority of

scious the Classroom.
Education is gener
official education system, 4
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That is why the term
at of “formal
with the

Jearning takes place outside it.
education exists alongside th
» Formal education is a system
fficial learning is organized in society.
and hierarchical system that,

informal
education.
help of which o
1t is an institutionalized
in the form of its curricu
one which begins at preschool

Informal education takes pl
and its curricula and ha

and ends at university.

la, is given official objectives,

aces beyond the edu-
s no official

Arnelt, Jeffrey Jensen, ed. Encyc
Adolescents and the Media. The
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1.323/5910 (2009).

Selwyn, Neil, et al. Adult Learning in the Digital Age:
Information Technology and the Learning Socicty.

London: Routledge, 2000.

susand Oaks, CA: Sage,

gy and Informal

cation system
objectives. This often means lifelong processes and

unintentional learning and a socialization process
occurring not only within the family, among friends,
and in the working and other environments but also
through television and other media. Informal learn-
| g can be self-directed, occur unintentionally, or

take place through socialization. The internalization
attitudes, patterns of behavior, and skills
ant parts of socialization.

fluential agent of social-

Tennessee

Tennessee is the 17th-larg

States by population, with
located in the southeast regi

and is approximately 491 mi

est state in the United
6,296,254 residents. It is
on of the United States
les long and 115 miles

in

| of values,
in everyday life are import

Television has become an in
ization in the modern world alongside f:
and the education system.
As a significant inform
| television provides learners wi
" a new set of cognitive skills,
| extensive visual and spatial s
sentation and spatial visualization.

ing formal education tod
arising from the environn

3 trengths in visual-spatial
media environment but
knesses that have arisen in
s in the case of abstract
inductive problem-
ing, and imagination. These are
and the use of older tech-
demands the implemen-
of every technological

only to make use of new §
intelligence shaped by the
to compensate for the wea
‘ higher-level cognitive processe
vocabulary, attention, reflection,
solving, critical think
developed through rea ding
l nology. Education, therefore,
tation of the specific strengths

resource in a way that fosters all cognitive skills.

Kristi Vinter
Tallinn University
Kristiina Kruuse
University of Tartu
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including complex and
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The challenge fac-
ay is adapting to the changes
Jent, which is forcing it not

al Educational Expectations;

wide with a total of 42,146
naturally divides into three regt
of Bast Tennessee,
and the low plains of West Tenness
by Kentucky and Virginia to the north, Georgia,

bama, and Mississipi t
the cast, and Missouri an
economy is driven by agriculture,
tourism. Though Tennessee
dent achievement over the pas
was considered to be on the cutting €

reform as a first-round Race to the Top winner.

History and Social Structure

On June 1, 1796, the Southwest Te
state of Tennessee. During its first 14 years ¢
hood, Tennessee grew from a population of 8
250,000. Slavery played a significant ro

810, over 20 percent of the po

sion; by 1
1 div

African American. Despite interna
‘ssues of slavery, during the Civi
other states, Tennessee pmvidcd the
of soldiers to the Confederate army and wa
several important battles.
Plagued with racial inequalities,
20th century brought shifts in racis
ing World Way 11, a greater demanc
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square miles. T he state
ions: the mountains
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School Structure
From 2010 to 2011, the state of Tennessee had
scho‘ols serving just under a million siud ‘mt(‘ lf)'736
prekindergarten through 12th grade. Of tltll;:c ;(;“;
i:llielgt;vereerzv)hltc, 24.2 p?rccnt were African A,me;'~
ASia;l/l;q‘.pﬁ‘ L‘ll'[ were Hispanic, 1.9 percent were
[Pacific Islander, and 0.3 percent were Nati
A;ﬁcglcan. Of these students, 14.7 percent WZ]‘C ilulve
gnler las h‘avm.g ar disability, 3.9 percent as Iimi;ebd
Ca“gylzilsqulolﬁcwm, arl}d 60.3 percent as economi-
dismcts; 9;;&(1)1;1‘%1@;?;111 l:lcre are .c;lurrcdntly 136 school
stricts, ‘ are considered rural; only 11
are city schools, and 35 are t B ’ >
lic schools work under tlleosﬁﬂe(;i/iztil(l:;“(l:? nl l:tul[‘z;:

Table
1 Elementary and secondary education characteristics

Tennessee U.S. (average)

Total number of sch
ools
Total students 1,803 1,988

987,422
.’ ; 970,278
e teachers 66,558.10 60,766
pillteacher ratio 14.84 St
. 15.97

Source:
Educaf;OU.SS. Dgpgrtment of Education, National Center for
N Statistics, Common Core of Data (CCD), 2010~11

Table 2
Elementary and secondary education finance

m___ Tennessee U.S. (average)
T lenues §8,230,341,306  $11,464,385,994
rezxpendilures A
i Cation
.2;51 kiror, $8,494,429,687  $1 1,712,033,839
endityy
res $7,540,305,690 $9,938,906,259

SOUfCe

B €. .S

EdUCation S-tgt?pgrtment of Education, National Center for

Uh fr Istics, Common Core of Data (CCD), “National
lon Financial Survey,” FY08 (20077018)

department of educati
’ partment of education, led by a superintendent
appointed by the governor o
Since 2005, 40 i :
2 0 public charter schools
_ . schools have ope
v s s have opened
[ :_hlft_ and West Tennessee, with only two it}) ated
east of Nashville. Te i oiib:
caskdl I lh.h‘\’J”k. lennessee is also home to nine pub
niversities, 13 com i ech-
5, L3 community colleges, and 27
nology centers, all supervi " colloges, and 27 tecte
ol ash s, all supervised by the Tennessee Higher
{ ication Commission (THEC). Over 250,000 st
dents attend a public insti el i
ublic institute of hi
§ e of higher education i
e Py .2y g education n
mtim; .Both the THEC and the Department of Edu
: report to an elected St _
k ed State Board of I} i
cafloh 1epoxt tc . ard of Education
on to the public i '
¢ education syste
e system, there are
e colleges and universities, i
. S universities ludi
g s, including three
storically black colle iversiti i
eges/universitices i
Jotorics : es and Vanderbilt
sity—widely considered
sidered to be one e t
U.S. schools. hetonsd
Under Tenne g
Brogron (t];? jAl:i)l;ncssee Comprehensive Assessment
a y student achi ' I
, chievement ingli |
i ¢ 1t in English/
ge arts and mathemati :
. ! matics have bee
g il ol en measured
13 B th]ougc;ih eighth grade annually. In 2008, the
state came under scruti i hin
scrutiny for a failure of « i
; ar allure of “trutl
advertising” rofici n the
TCApm}lllg when proficiency levels based on the
showed large discr i ith ‘
Lony ed large discrepancies with proficiency
Cmo‘n | I;151116d by the National Assessment of Edu
q P - AT 5 ]
o 1 rl(%gl ess, which reported that fewer than 75
ercent of Tennessee st :
ssee students teste 1ci
perc sted were proficie
in either reading or Tl g
- u; reading or math. This led to a movement
»d by the 'Te ST 1 : . .
Hi%yl Ll ITnnL.\.su Diploma Project, designed n;
aise standards and increas i  testing, whil
. ease the rigor of testi i
e sanct ! : g esting, while
mtcg. ; : t.k:fng low graduation and college retention
ates. < g - eff i .
rates na Lllﬂthel effort to raise achievement scores
;\I ! 1nc11¢ase federal funding, Tennessee adopted thA
ational Common Core S ' i
sore Standards (CCS) joi
: ( . § and joined
a consortium to des hat will b
esign a new annuz i
« tium to 1al test the 2
used beginning in 2014. el

Current Issues
Since the tur
| Sitz l(l)lfc lt;l;jl(]);)fcgle ’21.st century, Tennessee has been
SN t;;:;l)tl()l]ll'(?f()l‘l.]ls,‘ culminating in a
o C 1 million in federal Race to the
P fundsin 200 - L‘ll’l ent trends in education reform
i ) roots m research and reforms conducted
1111l dznaeisee. In 1985 former governor Lamar Alex
¢ Ay aAer o 4 YR N C .
Connnis:i ;]Kg: :fad ctary of edu.cation and senator)
Broject STAR, (StudentTeacher Achicwemens Foni)
[ts major findings include(d tll?e wpopulat Rat%O).
that individual teacher effects 'n‘OWMP(')pular 4 e
’ ‘ s are variable and are
more powerful than class size or school-level e -
on student achicvement. The BC]]W(])(())(C): lltxtllaflf\fid:
)2
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