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Regional and local
reform trends

Global 
drivers
of change

New functional
geographies

Two important perspectives:

 Identify appropriate scales of 
governance and planning

 Develop methods and tools
to support local and regional 
decision making in a context of
 Rapid changes in framework 

conditions,

 Increasing complexity 
and uncertainty
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Functional approaches to Optimise 
Regional and Local Resilience
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Spaces of participation and dialogue

Spaces
of strategic action

Spaces
of functional interaction
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Impacts of the new security paradigm
on industrial transitions
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Regional transposition of ‘de-risking’ strategies:

 Economic dependencies could be weaponised,

 European Commission has introduced the notion of  ‘Open Strategic Autonomy’,

 Global Gateway strategy as an alternative to the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative,

 Corporate ‘friendshoring, onshoring and reshoring’.

 Reorganisation of manufacturing activities and input/output flows 
based on new assessments of vulnerabilities 
linked to critical infrastructure and critical supplies
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https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-07/SFR-23-beautified-version_en_0.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway_en
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/02/friendshoring-global-trade-buzzwords/
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Impacts of the new security paradigm
on energy transitions
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Enhanced focus on energy security and resilience:

 Linked to geopolitical uncertainties,

 In a context of climate change pose significant risks to energy infrastructure and supply chains,

 Seeking to capitalise on technological advancements in renewable energy production, energy 
storage solutions, and  smart grids,

 While at the same time transitioning to a low –carbon energy system.

 Rethinking of energy supply strategies 
to ensure energy resilience in case of disruptive events.
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Impacts of the new security paradigm
on water management
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Multiple challenges requiring cross-border dialogue and cooperation, e.g.

 More frequent floods,

 Droughts,

 Water scarcity and competition,

 Cooperative approaches to water quality and to the preservation of freshwater biotopes.

 Cross-border regions are confronted to specific difficulties
in the implementation of functional approaches to water management.
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Challenges 
for regional and local authorities
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 Remain updated on policy developments, debates, analytical report, 
data resources, events…

 Incorporate adaptations 
in local and regional reform processes
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Inform Policy Objective 5
‘Europe Closer to Citizens’
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 Local and regional capacity to engage in functional area cooperation is limited

 Objective: focus on synergies between functional areas, identifying functioning 
compromise delineations
and actors setups

 Objective : inform and inspire Integrated Territorial Strategies
allow for flexibility across EU Funds and thematic fields (policy objectives / specific 
objectives)
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Inform Policy Objective 5
‘Europe Closer to Citizens’
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Report of the high-level group on the future of cohesion policy
Build a genuinely place-based, people-based and future-oriented cohesion policy:

 Partnership principles,

 Participation,

 Promotion of transformation / reform / reinvention,

 Enhance inter-regional links and collaboration,

 Integrate Cohesion Policy with broader development goals.
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Thank you!
erik.gloersen@spatialforesight.eu

www.espon.eu
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