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ñThe service shall provide 

evidence, recommendations and 

measures on how sustainable land 

use can be promoted and how 

land-take and urban sprawl can 

be avoided, reduced and 

compensated in Europe, its cities 

and regionsò
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ÁSustainable Urbanization and land-

use Practices in European Regions

ÁNew terminology

ÁLand take => urbanization

ÁUrban sprawl => urban form

ÁSustainability => balance of 3 Ps

https://www.espon.eu/super

https://www.espon.eu/super


Evidence on urbanization 
and land-use developments 
in Europe: past and future
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Between 2000-2018, about 

1.17 million hectares of land 

was converted into urban use. 

This is approximately 250 

football fields per day (>0)



Decelerating urbanization
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ÁBig builders = big countries: ES (construction sites), 

D, F (primarily housing)

ÁDeclining rates: ES, F, NL (urban green), IE

ÁIncreasing rates: PL (infra and construction sites), 

UK (urban green => industrial)

National differences



Urbanization vs 
per capita growth
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ÁKirde-Eesti is the only region 

where population grew 

higher than urban use


