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The purpose of this paper is to study the acoustic correlates which describe Standard Estonian 

palatalized /l’ t’ n’ s’/ and non-palatalized /l t n s/ consonants in minimal pairs. The degree of 

palatalization varies regionally and idiomatically and is in most cases optional. Palatalization in 

minimal pairs, however, is obligatory, because it differentiates meaning in Estonian. Previous 

studies (Lehiste 1965a, Liiv 1965a,b, Vihman 1967) on the subject are from 60s and looked 

qualitatively at single formant frequencies from the midpoint of the consonant. The subject needs 

to be revisited with a more dynamic approach to formant frequencies, larger sample size and 

quantitative analysis.  

 

Preliminary results show that the palatalized consonants have a higher F2 and there is an /i/-like 

transition preceding the consonant. The duration of the transition is longer before a palatalized 

consonant and the duration of the transition and the magnitude of the rise of F2 varies and is 

dependent on the segmental context. These findings are in line with the previous studies (Lehiste 

1965a, Liiv 1965a,b, Vihman 1967). 
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