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I propose to bring to you a story from South Africa. I am not sure if it serves for advancing the 

methodology of deciphering of myths, or advance what might be the applications of finding the 

meaning or meanings in a story you will hear. We have at hand a piece of African folklore, though 

not ancient, which contains some of the elements that are found in stories, including The Genesis. 

It involves a serpent, which seems to possess remarkable abilities unusual for a snake. Roland 

Barthes’s ideas of deciphering a myth and analyzing the signifiers and signifieds seem lofty and 

perhaps ill-fitting in this particular instance. The story could be viewed from the point of view of 

phenomenology. “This happened …“ says the speaker. It could be spoken about from the point of 

view of discourse analysis. But I am offering the story to be heard, and I leave it for the audience 

to decide ultimately how to approach this (despite the warning that such a maneuver of letting the 

reader fill in the blanks is forbidden for a thesis maker). This is one of many I was told in South 

Africa ties together with the central idea, a neologism I coined in writing about streetscape visual 

culture in a South African Black township, Mamelodiness.*  

My questions would be about truth and false value of the story, and weighing the moral meanings, 

battle of righteousness and wrongdoing, crime and punishment, vices. Did this really happen, or it 

a hoax? 

 

And this is how the story begins: 

 

This happened in Moreleta Park. The Indian people there were the neighbors of those people 

where I was working …  

 

*Mamelodiness is a noun derived of Mamelodi township, where I observed, photographed and 

queried of ideas that photography of billboards there evoked in residents.  

 


