
About the project:

This is the fourth o�cial newsletter of the Ark of Inquiry project. We are 
thankful for your interest in the project. In the newsletter you will �nd 
information about the latest news and upcoming events.

We hope that you have had a colorful and fruitful autumn!

As many of you may have noticed, the Ark of Inquiry piloting process is in 
progress. During the last 3 months, pilot schools from selected countries 
have been looking at the developed pedagogical instruments, been 
browsing the Ark of Inquiry platform and, testing platform, testing its 
functionalities and making sure that everything works as it should.

The project consortium will soon start analyzing the results of the piloting 
and start getting the project deliverables ready for submission. Thanks to 
our pilot schools, we have learned many valuable lessons and received a 
lot of valuable feedback which will all improve the Ark of Inquiry platform 
and the materials in time for the large scale implementation which will 
begin in Spring 2016. From March 2016, more schools will be able to join 
the Ark of Inquiry community and the trainings will commence. Contact 
your local coordinator if you want to know more.

In this newsletter you will have the opportunity to read about the �lming 
of the second Ark of Inquiry video. You will also be able to read an article 
about the newly developed web-based materials which are now �nalized 
and uploaded to our website. You will also �nd out more about the 
development of the Ark of Inquiry platform.

Ark of Inquiry next consortium 
m e e t i n g w i l l b e h e l d i n 
Amsterdam, Netherlands (25-26 
January 2016). 
The consortium will discuss the 
results of piloting and will �nalize 
the deliverables for internal review 
a n d s u b m i s s i o n t o t h e 
Commission. 

Ark of Inquiry large scale 
implementation is about to start! 
Are you a teacher? A pupil? Do you 
want to engage in hands-on 
science activities? Do you want to 
have fun learning and teaching 
science? Take part in Ark of Inquiry 
activities near you! To �nd out 
more, contac t your local 
coordinator.
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Upcoming events

Welcome, dear Subscriber!
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More upcoming events on our website! 

http://www.arkofinquiry.eu/upcoming-events
http://www.arkofinquiry.eu/web-based-materials
http://bit.ly/1j6YdGO
http://htk.tlu.ee/uuringulaegas/#/
www.arkofinquiry.eu


www.arko�nqui
ry.

eu

The Ark of Inquiry project aims to raise youth awareness to Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) and to build a society skilled in RRI 
and related scienti�c communication. It will provide young European citizens (7 to 18 year olds) with a pool of activities to improve their 
inquiry skills, increase their awareness and understanding of conducting ‘real’ science, and prepare them to participate in di�erent roles 
in the European research and innovation process. 
To this aim the project will: 
a) develop a framework for identifying inquiry activities that promote pupils’ awareness of RRI; 
b) collect existing inquiry activities and environments from various national and international projects; 
c) make activities available across Europe through the Ark of Inquiry platform (implement the inquiry activities on a large-scale across a 
European school network such as the UNESCO Associated Schools Programme Network (ASPnet) so to bring together learners, and 
supporters (teachers, science and teacher education students, and sta� of universities and science centres). During the project it is 
expected that at least 20 000 students will participate in the Ark of Inquiry. 
d) train at least 1,000 teachers to support pupils’ inquiry activities in a manner that attracts pupils’ interest and motivation towards RRI. 

Where to �nd Ark of Inquiry? Visit our website!

The �lming  of the second Ark of Inquiry video
The �lming of the second video of Ark of Inquiry was conducted in September and October, 2015 in three di�erent 
cities in Hungary.  Three teachers, a cameraman, a graphics designer and a creative director along with Mónika Reti 
from the Hungarian Research Teachers’ Association (HRTA) teamed up to make the video. All in all, three classes 
from three schools were involved, altogether 93 pupils.

The video introduces the phases of inquiry in the context of the project. The �lming was a unique experience from 
the three classes, and it was also very inspiring for the participating teachers who were all members of the HRTA. 
They hope that they can also motivate their colleagues in Europe to join our community, and participate in the Ark 
of Inquiry project.

You can see the video here.

On the following page you can read some lively quotes from the participant pupils and teachers.

News from project partners

http://bit.ly/1j6YdGO
www.arkofinquiry.eu
www.arkofinquiry.eu


Where to �nd Ark of Inquiry? Visit our website!

“I had ambivalent feelings during the shooting. I had to be a teacher and an actor at the same time: the latter being 
so far from me, I wasn’t sure I could do that. Based on the feedback from the �lm-makers and my pupils, it seems 
that I managed �nally! Besides, I had to act as two teachers: it was very di�cult for me to act as a boring teacher. I 
really had to concentrate not to turn around, not to look at my students, and to keep on explaining to the board. 
This was the most di�cult of all! Without communication there is no involvement, no feedback, no learning! 
Shooting the interesting lesson was much better. I really enjoyed that one, and I felt liberated even in from of 
camera lenses. I felt sorry though that they couldn’t show all experiments, and I think that my pupils were also a bit 
disappointed because of that. (…) I am happy that Ark of Inquiry shot the �lm in Bessenyei György Gimnázium in 
Kisvárda. This was an opportunity for us to show that in our daily work we aim to use inquiry-based teaching and 
learning to make students appreciate science.” 

“I liked the shootings so much, because (even if for 40 seconds) we became part of an international initiative! It also 
made me think how much work it is to prepare a �lm: for this small part, we spent 3 hours in the lab! I hope I’ll have 
the chance to take part in the project.”

“If acting is so di�cult I’d rather put more e�orts to my university entrance. Studying for a veterinarian is much 
better!”

“Pupils were laughing a lot during the shooting. They loved to try the unusual situation. I recognized creative traits 
in them that I have not observed before. Building on this experience, I would like to use making �lms in my future 
lessons. We have everything we need: already a smartphone is enough to record. All we need is a good idea and 
some creativity!” 

Szilvia Tóth, a teacher, Kisvárda, Hungary

Laura, 16, Kisvárda, Hungary

András, 13, Budapest

István Takács, a teacher, Budapest, Hungary

www.arkofinquiry.eu
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Web-based materials are now available online!

In the context of Ark of Inquiry project, teachers, teacher educators and researchers, scientists and parents are 
considered as fundamental stakeholders who will play a key role in facilitating pupils’ engagement in 
inquiry-based learning activities. To enhance their role and contribution towards this direction, we have developed 
several web-based supportive materials that provide a basis for guidance to them. 

These materials are expected to be used as a point of reference for all stakeholders in the following ways. First, 
teachers can use them for gaining insight into or refresh their understanding of the important aspects of inquiry 
learning and teaching, both during the face-to-face training sessions and their teaching practices that will follow 
their training. Second, teacher educators can integrate the web-based materials in the design and implementation 
of professional development courses for teachers. Third, scientists can use the web-based materials to expand their 
understanding of how their everyday inquiry activities can be transferred for learning purposes during designing 
and implementing instructional settings. Finally, given that parents will not receive any formal training on aspects 
related to inquiry learning, the web-based materials, written in a language that is easy to comprehend, are 
expected to serve as supportive materials in helping parents monitor and sca�old their children’s inquiry activities 
at home. 

The themes of the web-based materials that have been development for each of the aforementioned stakeholders 
are as follows:

Web-based materials are �nalized and uploaded to http://www.arko�nquiry.eu/web-based-materials.

Web-based materials for scientists

• Definitions of Responsible 
Research and Innovation (RRI) 
and Inquiry
• Phases of inquiry
• Skills and practices that are 
involved during inquiry 
learning

View and download

Web-based materials for teachers

• Definitions of Responsible 
• Research and Innovation 
(RRI) and Inquiry
• Phases of inquiry
• How does an inquiry-based 
curriculum look like?
• Skills and practices involved 
during inquiry learning
• Tips on how to support and 
to provide feedback to pupilsView and download

Web-based materials for teacher educators

• How to support teachers in 
understanding and using Ark 
of Inquiry materials?
• Examples of successful 
practices derived from the 
literature on teachers’ 
professional development in 
inquiry-based learning
• How/when/why to prompt 
teachers to re�ect?
• A showcase of instruments 
that relate to inquiry learning

View and download

Web-based materials for parents

• Background information 
about Ark of Inquiry project
• What is scientific inquiry?
• How to support your children 
at home?

View and download

www.arkofinquiry.eu
https://sisu.ut.ee/sites/default/files/ark/files/teacher.pdf
https://sisu.ut.ee/sites/default/files/ark/files/researcher.pdf
https://sisu.ut.ee/sites/default/files/ark/files/scientist.pdf
https://sisu.ut.ee/sites/default/files/ark/files/parent.pdf
http://www.arkofinquiry.eu/web-based-materials


Where to �nd Ark of Inquiry? Visit our website!

Early science education recognized as key investment for meeting future global challenges at  
World Science Forum, 4-7 November 2015, Budapest, Hungary

Representatives of the Ark of Inquiry project had the privilege to participate in the World Science Forum on 4-7 
November 2015, in Budapest, Hungary. Sponsored by UNESCO, ICSU, AAAS, TWAS and EASAC, the 2015 edition of 
this biannual forum brought together over 900 scientists, decision-makers from the worlds of politics and industry, 
representatives of the civil society and the media to express their views on the new challenges facing science in the 
21st century. Over 100 countries were represented at this year’s event, whose main theme was "The Enabling Power 
of Science", which served to discuss how science contributes to opening new paths for the improvement of human 
life, business innovation and policy-making. The forum will next be held in Jordan in 2017.   

In Budapest, Ark of Inquiry partner representatives from UNESCO, the Austrian Ministry of Education and Women’s 
A�airs (BMBF), and the Hungarian Research Teachers’ Association (HRTA) were present to distribute information and 
raise awareness about what the project is trying to do in Europe; despite being a European project, its applications 
and tools are universal and were of great interest to many of the attendees at the event from all regions of the 
world.

During co�ee breaks and other opportunities, the partner representatives personally engaged over 100 individuals 
in discussions about the project, its objectives and how it could be applicable/of interest to external parties. The 
partners distributed about 300 dissemination materials (200 �yers and 100 bookmarks), plus around 900 
custom-made chocolates with the project logo at the meeting.

Despite not being included in the original draft Forum Declaration, the importance of science education at an early 
age was not only encouraged by the Ark of Inquiry representatives but also incorporated into a number of the 
panelists’ presentations, noting it as an “important pre-condition for young generations to enter into science and 
engineering careers”. Due to these interventions and the e�orts of the Ark of Inquiry project to engage participants 
on the topic, the �nal Declaration of the Forum clearly reinforces this notion: “For science, technology and 
innovation to attain their full potential and to be truly transformational, people’s knowledge, talent and skills need to 
be improved with a particular focus on the mastering of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). It 
is hence critical to promote adequate investment in STEM education at all levels.”

News from the �eld

World Science Forum participants peruse Ark of Inquiry project materials © M. Moises / BMBF

www.arkofinquiry.eu
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The full text of the declaration may be found online here:
 http://www.sciforum.hu/declaration/2015-declaration-on-the-enabling-power-of-science.html

At a side-event of the Forum, UNESCO and HRTA also had the opportunity to participate to the 2nd European 
Conference of Science Journalists, held 3 November 2015. Sponsored by the European Union of Science Journalist 
Associations (EUSJA), this event brought together science journalists from all over Europe and allowed the project 
to engage with a number of their members to get the media’s perspective on how to better disseminate 
information about the project in general though media channels. 

Feedback and lessons learned from the Ark of Inquiry project’s participation at the World Science Forum and the 
2nd European Conference of Science Journalists will be shared with the consortium at its next meeting, scheduled 
for end-January 2016 in Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

On  28 November 2015 the Hungarian Research Teachers’ 
Association (HRTA) organized this year’s flagship event in 
collaboration with Mobilis Interactive Science Center 
(http://www.mobilis-gyor.hu/) in the city of Győr: a science 
expo, in the project “Broadening the horizon of science 
teaching and learning in Hungary”. 

Some 20 science circles from primary and secondary 
schools all over Hungary exhibited their work. While almost 
100 pupils presented their year-round work in the 
exhibition area, the visitors (children, parents and teachers) 
could try some of the science tricks and minds-on 
experiments. Visitors could also choose from three 
workshops and two interactive conference sessions on 
talent support and science communication. 

In one of the workshops, Ms. Szilvia Tóth introduced the 
Ark of Inquiry project and the new video too. The visitors 
got to know the project website and the platform, while 
getting information about the Ark of Inquiry Awards. 
Approximately 600 participants (pupils, teachers, parents 
and the visitors with children) visited the venue. 

www.arkofinquiry.eu


Badges
Ark of Inquiry Platform

Where to �nd Ark of Inquiry? Visit our website!

In the next newsletter:

•     Find out more about the Ark of Inquiry platform 
and the characters and activities who will inhabit it;
• see what was done in Ark of Inquiry during the 
winter months;
• and �nd out what events are worth looking forward 
to in spring.

Dear Subscriber, we wish you all happy holidays and 
hope to see you again soon!

© Meelis Brikker

contact us at: arko�nquiry@gmail.com

© Meelis Brikker

© Meelis Brikker

During the course of the piloting the platform has been constantly 
changing and new features and functionalities have been added on a 
regular basis. In this newsletter, we focus on the most important 
upgrades among these new features:

Search function – in the initial version of the platform users were able to 
use the search function with three variables to choose from. Inquiry 
activities can now now be searched for using many variables, including but 
not limited to learning time (in academic hours), age of the pupil(s), 
domain, language and inquiry pro�ciency level of the pupil(s).

Group search – in the initial version of the platform groups were 
presented as a simple list. Now the users can �lter groups by using 
keywords or the usernames of the group leaders to �nd the right group for 
joining.

Group communication – groups are now equipped with a section for 
comments, which can be used to discuss the activities that are being used 
within the group or for general communication. In addition to posting 
comments users can also see what has been happening within the group 
by viewing the group activity feed on the front page of the group. A 
communication module has also been added to the pro�le page for 
communicating directly with speci�c users.

Awarding system – plaform has started awarding users with badges that 
will show on their pro�le pages an represent their progress within the 
world of inquiry learning. Badges will be awarded based on the amount of 
inquiry activities completed, the domains of the completed activities and 
other actions made within the platform, such as submitting peer reviews 
or moving to the next inquiry pro�ciency level.

Many thanks to the community of teachers who helped us �nd 
oportunities for improving the platform and elliminate many small �aws. 
The platform is in active development until end of the year and all input 
about the technical side of the platform is most welcome – you can help us 
by �lling in error reports when you notice bugs in the system. You can do 
that here or �nd more information about reporting problems on the help 
page of the platform.

© Meelis Brikker

Some examples of the badges 
that the platform grants.

Badges granted for completing 
several activities from the domains 
o f g e o l o g y, p hys i c s a n d 
mathematics. Badges are visible 
on the user’s pro�le page and they 
can be transported to Mozilla 
backpack.

Badges can also be granted within 
the platform based on inquiry 
awards granted outside the 
platform, such as the gold, silver or 
bronze medal. More information 
about inquiry awards in following 
newsletters.

http://openbadges.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Bhc61tou_HBSGyGnL1NtRNBi2bOkbo3V_AkbBaS-hFQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
www.arkofinquiry.eu
http://htk.tlu.ee/uuringulaegas/#/



