
About the project:

Welcome, dear Subscriber!

Upcoming events

This is the second o�cial newsletter of the Ark of Inquiry project. We are 
thankful for your interest in the project. In the newsletter you will �nd 
information about the latest news and upcoming events.

The Ark of Inquiry community building is in progress! The project 
consortium has been working hard in collecting inquiry activities, 
developing teacher training materials and assessment instruments and 
building the Ark of Inquiry community. Across Europe, many teachers 
have gathered around the Ark and discovered the riches that are hidden 
inside. We have received valuable feedback from the experts around 
Europe and experienced together how exciting inquiry learning can be. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the teachers who have 
contributed to the development of the Ark of Inquiry project during these 
three months and we would like to wish all the teachers and pupils in 
Europe an excellent summer vacation! 

The next consortium meeting 
takes place at the University of 
Turku, Finland (15–16 June 2015). 
The main aim of the meeting is to 
get an overview of the work done 
so far and get the projec t 
documents ready for the internal 
review.

The Ark of Inquiry project will be 
presented at the World Science 
Forum: "The Enabling Power of 
Science" in Budapest, Hungary 
(4–7 November 2015) by UNESCO, 
HRTA and BMBF. The World 
Science Forum (WSF) is an 
international conference series on 
global science policy.
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News from project partners

News from the �eld
Pilot teacher meetings in Estonia

Ark of Inquiry was presented at the 
national Scientix conference in Hungary
On 30–31 March, more than 200 STEM 
educators participated in the national 
Scientix conference in Budapest: mainly 
primary and secondary school science 
teachers were present from all over the 
country. Ark of Inquiry was presented in the 
morning plenary session by Ms. Zsuzsanna 

Alabert (president of the Hungarian Research Teachers' Association), then 
in the poster session (by Ms. Szilvia Tóth and Ms. Mónika Réti). The 
participating teachers engaged in discussions about the expectations 
towards teacher training programmes as well as opportunities for 
renewing practice using the Ark of inquiry platform.

This was not the �rst time teachers met Ark of Inquiry in Hungary. HRTA 
had a launching event in September 2014, followed by the annual 
"Learning from each other" conference in Januray 2015, where some 50 
members had the chance to get an overview of the project. HRTA 
presented a poster about inquiry in the Ark of Inquiry project at the 14th 
National Conference on Education in Hungary (November 2014), and also 
actively participated in the 13th Conference on Educational Assessment 
(April 2015). Click here to �nd out more about the event!

The Ark of Inquiry project aims to raise youth awareness to Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) and to build a society skilled in RRI 
and related scienti�c communication. It will provide young European citizens (7 to 18 year olds) with a pool of activities to improve their 
inquiry skills, increase their awareness and understanding of conducting ‘real’ science, and prepare them to participate in di�erent roles 
in the European research and innovation process. 
To this aim the project will: 
a) develop a framework for identifying inquiry activities that promote pupils’ awareness of RRI; 
b) collect existing inquiry activities and environments from various national and international projects; 
c) make activities available across Europe through the Ark of Inquiry platform (implement the inquiry activities on a large-scale across a 
European school network such as the UNESCO Associated Schools Programme Network (ASPnet) so to bring together learners, and 
supporters (teachers, science and teacher education students, and sta� of universities and science centres). During the project it is 
expected that at least 20 000 students will participate in the Ark of Inquiry. 
d) train at least 1,000 teachers to support pupils’ inquiry activities in a manner that attracts pupils’ interest and motivation towards RRI. 

Where to �nd Ark of Inquiry? Visit our website!

contact us at: arko�nquiry@gmail.com

Representatives of 6 Estonian schools 
participated in three Ark of Inquiry workshops. 
The teachers were engaged in a series of 
participatory design sessions with the Ark of 
Inquiry platform developers. During the 
workshops, the teachers had the opportunity to experience inquiry 
learning �rst-hand, get involved in the inquiry learning process by taking 
the role of pupils and also to give feedback on the pedagogical 
instruments.

A panoramic view of the science 
fair organized by the ReSciTEG 
group at a primary school in 
Cyprus.

Introductory workshops of Ark of 
Inquiry held by HAN, in the 
Netherlands.
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In the next newsletter:

• �nd out more about the Ark of Inquiry platform and 
the characters and activities who will inhabit it;
• see what was done in Ark of Inquiry during the 
summer;
• and �nd out what events are worth looking forward 
to during the autumn and winter months.

Dear Subscriber, it was a wonderful school year, see 
you again in autumn!

Teacher feature

We asked education experts to share with us their experiences and thoughts about Ark of Inquiry. 
This is what two Estonian educators, Elin and Liina had to say about the project.

What does Ark of Inquiry mean to you?
Elin Karuoja: Ark of Inquiry is a fascinating and challenging project for me. A (web) environment which, on the one 
hand, would support teachers and, on the other hand, would inspire new exciting ideas was actually what teachers, 
especially those supervising pupils’ science projects, had been missing. 
Liina Tamm: An exciting and innovative challenge. I really like being part of a collaborative and comparative 
network that stretches across Europe, pursuing a common goal to develop our pupils.

What are your impressions based on the meetings held so far?
Elin Karuoja: So far, our meetings have been very productive and full of activity. The �rst meeting felt like we were 
witnessing the birth of something big and innovative and could really contribute to the creation process as well. 
Liina Tamm: Only positive impressions. I feel like an explorer or even a conqueror in the education landscape. Being 
amongst the pioneers really motivates and encourages me to make a personal contribution. The guidance and 
instruction have a fresh approach and the learning tasks we have done at the collaborative learning sessions have 
been somewhat unexpected and surprising, charging us with positive emotions and eureka moments.   

Has your opinion of inquiry learning changed in the course of the pilot teachers’ meetings, and if so, then how? 
Elin Karuoja: Actually, my opinion has not changed much, since we are doing it in class on a daily basis anyway. For 
instance, in our science projects, children have investigated and observed molds on di�erent types of bread in 
di�erent conditions and souring of di�erent types of milk (regular milk sold in stores, high-fat cow milk and special 
latte milk), observed the growing process of lawn in di�erent conditions, preserved roses in di�erent �uids, 
investigated the life of moles in their backyards, etc.
Liina Tamm: In my opinion, “inventing things” together is much more e�cient and productive than doing it alone. I 
can see that our suggestions and opinions have been taken into account, and since we come from such di�erent 
education institutions, I believe that the tool that is being created �ts well in the education landscape.   

How could Ark of Inquiry support pupils in their development?
Elin Karuoja: Ark of Inquiry could support pupils through various awarding systems, such as the badges that have 
been created, but why not also have some small memorabilia for getting a certain badge or a set of badges if the 
project has reserves for it.
Liina Tamm: What I like about Ark of Inquiry is that it gives both the pupil and the teacher a chance for 
self-re�ection, but also for planning and better execution of all stages of inquiry. 

Where to �nd Ark of Inquiry? Visit our website!
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